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PREFACE. 


This record has been compiled' mainly from the Record of the 
M:-Jueen’s Own’ Madras Sapppeks and AIiners, 1780 to 1890.” „ by 
'Ijieiit.-Coloiw 3 l C. B. Wilkieson, R.E., late Commandant, Q. O. S^. & M., 
nnd from the ^‘Historical Rf.corb of the 'Qufa^n’s Own’ Sappers 
AND Miners, 1780 to 1876,” by Lieut -Colonel Mb J. Mnlsori, late of 
tlie 48rd Regiment, Madras Native Infantry, and I have in many 
places copied their books verbatim ; the Military History op the 
Madras Engineers and Pioneers,” by Major H. W. Vibart, has also 
been consulted. 


Bangalore, 
I- 1 1 - 09 , 


0. H. ROE, Lieiit.^CoL, R.E., ' 

Gorndt., ‘^Q. O,” S. & M. 


PREFACE TO RECORD” BY LIEUT.- COLONEL 
C. B. WILKIESON. 

Tills record has been compiled to fulfil the conditions laid down in 
Qneeivs Regulations, Section XXII., paras. 61*63. The subsequent 
i iistory of tiicj Corps will be recorded by collecting the annual Adminis- 
tration Reports, cornmencingAvith that for the year 1891. 

Bangalore, C. B. MHLKIESOX, Major, E.E. 

1 - 10 - 93 . Comdt.C‘Q. (}.” S. & M. 


PREFACE TO HISTORICAL RECORD” BY 
LIEUT.-COLONEL W. J. WILSON. 

I am indebted to Colonel Prendergast, F. 6 b, C.B., R.E., Coni- 
rnandaiit of the Corps, for the accounts of the services of the several 
Hetachments employed in - Malacca, Scinde, Afghanistan, Persia, 
Central India, and Abyssinnia. 

The account of the Corps from the period of the establishineiit of 
a body of Pioneers in 1780, up to the conversion of the two Battalions 
of Pioneers into a Corps of Sappers and Miners, viz., the 1 st Battalion 
in 1831, and the 2nd Battalion in 1834, has been compiled from the 
records in the Government Office and in that of the Adjutant^ General, 
wdiere I have been afforded every assistance. 

Mlien the history of a Regiment can be traced to a considerable 
extent from a series of public acknowledgments for services rendered 
throughout the period of its existence, as may be done in the ease of 
this very distinguished Corps, comment on tlie paiT of compiler 
would he superfluous, and I have therefore abstained from introducing 
any matter beyond that which was requirecl to form a connected 
narrative. 



THE MADRAS SAPPER. 


The best Native Soldiers,, taking them -all rounds whom I ever 
served with ill India were the 'Madras Sappers. Their coolness under 
fire, indifference to danger,, their discipline and their pride of regiment 
marked them on all occasions as : first-rate soldiersT 

Gbnebal Visco'ukt Wolseley. 

'{Forinightly' Meineu^ Atigtisiy ISSS.^^ 


. “ We may now' be/; ^ certain that, whenever India i.s. ealledi on 

to' put'/aii: arnay; in the field, the,.“'Queen^s Omi'\ Sappers, and, Miners 
/will lorm. part of that arihy. ■ 

■ - Sappers .have been employed they have 

added to ,their\repiifatioii and done- 'credit ’ to their Presidency,” 

Genebal Sib P. Robebts. 

... / , {Bpeeck io ^ at Bmigalorey in Fehnmryy IBBS..} 


'^My experience of the Madras Sappers" during the last campaign 
in the Soudan confirms the impression I/received during the campaign 
in Northern China in 1860 as to the invaluable qualities of the men 
of this Corps, whether displayed in hard work or in hard fighting.” 


liT.-GENEiAii 'Sir . G, Graham. 
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CAMPAIGNS AND EXPEDITIONS 

IN WHICH THE CORPS HAS BEEN ENGAGED. 







GampaigQ asraiiist Haidar, under Sir Eyre Coote 


1781-82. 

2. 

First War with the Dutch 4.. 


1781-82. 

€>. 

First War with Tipu Sultan 


1783-84. 

4. 

Operations in the Bhivaganga Country 


1789. 

5. 

Second War with Tipu Sultan 

... 

1790-92, 

6. 

Siege of Pondicherry 


1793. 

7. 

Second War with the Dutch 


179.5-86. 

S. 

Third War with Tipu Sultan 

... 

1799, 

9. 

Operations during 1800-02. 



Id 

Expedition to Egypt 

... 

1800-02. 

11. 

First Maiiratta War 


1803-04. 

12. 

War ill Travancore 


1809. 

13. 

Expedition to Bourbon 

A* * 

1810. 

14. 

Expedition to Java 


1811. 

15. 

Second Mahratta War 

... 

1817-19. 

16. 

Bhrst War in Burma ... ... ... 


1824-26. 

17. 

ICxpedition to Malacca 


1832. 

18. 

War in Goorg 


1834. 

19. 

Operations in Kimedi ... 


1884. 

20. 

Operations in Gumsur 

... 

1836-87. 

21. 

Campaign in Kurnool 


1889. 

22. 

BTrst War in China 


1840-42. 

23. 

War in Kelat and Afghanistan 

... 

1840-42. 

24. 

War in Scinde ... ... ... 

... 

1843. 

25. 

Second War in Burma ... 

.... . 

. 1852-53. 

26. 

War in Persia 

» . 

18:57.; 

27. 

Suppression of the Mutiny ... 


1857-58: 

28.' 

Second War in China 


' ,'^.■1860. 

29... 

Expedition to Abyssinia ... ... ... 


1867-68. 

30.. 

Campaign in Perak ... ... ••• 


1875-76. 

m.. 

Expedition to Malta and Gypriis ... 


■ ,1878. 

32. 

Second War in Afghanistan... ... ... 


1878-80. 

33. 

Expedition to quell disturbances in Rumpa ... 


1879-80. 

34. 

War in Egypt ... ; 


1882. 

35. 

War in the Soudan... ... ... 


1885. 

36. 

Third War in Burma 


. ,lS85-90« 

37. 

Minor Operations, Burmese Frontier 

... 

1891-93. 

38. 

Chitrai Relief B'orce ... 


1895, 

39. 

Suakim B^orce ... ■■ ; ... . 

■ ' ... 

1896. 

4 0. 

Tirah. a,nd North West, Frontier of India ... 


1897-98. 
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HONOURS AND DISTINCTIONS. 


ColoDeI.m<3ii«fi . . - MS MAJESTY THE KING 


The Royal Cypher within the Garter 
. . and Title of “Queen’s Own.” . . 


CARNATIC. 

SHOLINGHUE. MYSORE. 

SERINGAPATAM. EGYPT, with the Sphinx. 

ASSAYS. JAVA. NAGPOEE. MAHIDPORE. AVA. 


A Dragon wearing the Imperial 
Crown with the word “China.” 


MEEANEE. HYDERABAD. PEGU. PERSIA. 

CENTRAL INDIA. LUCKNOW. TAKU PORTS. 

: ABYSSINIA 

AFGHANISTAN, 1878-80. EGYPT, 

TEL-EL-KEBIR. SUAKIM, 1885. TOFREK. 
BURMA, 1885-87. OHITRAL. MALAKAND. TIRAH. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD 


OP THE 

2nd “Queens Own” Sappers & Miners. 


ET WEE M 1761 and 1780, Companies of Pioneers and Miners were 1761 -^ 
formed from time to time of volunteers from the European 
Infantry and the Native Battalions, and were broken up when no 
longer required. During this period, these Companies were frequently 
employed, riz„ at the sie^ of the Fort at Vellore in 1761 by the force 
under Colonel John Caillaud commanding the Madras army ; with 
the expedition against the Spanish Settlements in the Phillipine 
Islands in 1762; at the storm of the town of Manilla and the 
capture of the citadel on the 6th October of that year ; at the siege 
and surrender of Tanjore in 1771, on which occasion their conduct 
was highly . praised by General Joseph Smith ; at the 2nd siege 
and storm of the same place in 177S ; at the siege and capture 
of Pondicherry in 1778 by the army under Sir Hecter Munro; and 
at the capture of the French Settlement of Mahe in 1779. 

The 2nd “ Queens Own” Sappers and Miners were originally a | 
corps of Pioneers, officered from the Line. They were first raised in 
1780, and were maintained until 1831, when in conformity with 
instructions from the Court of Directors, the 1st Battalion was placed 
under the command of Engineer Officers, and regularly instructed as 
Sappers and Miners, which designation the Corps has since continued | 
to bear. The 2nd Battalion of Pioneers continued on the establishment i 
until early in 1834, when the European Officers were sent to join their 
respective regiments, and the Native Ranks were incorporated into the 
Sappers and Miners. 

In September 1780, Lieut. John Moorhouse of the Artillery, then 178 O. 
Commissary of Stores, and entrusted with the general supervision of 
working parties, recommended the formation of two permanent 
companies of Native Pioneers, in supersession of the common 
labourers theretofore temporarily employed in that capacity as occasion 
might require, in addition to the temporary companies mentioned 
above. He reported that the temporary labourers were not only 
inetficicnt, but that they were apt to throw down their working 
implements, and fly on the appearance of an enemy. The Government 
of Madras having approved, the following order was issued: — 

G.O.G. 30-9-1780. ‘^ The Honourable the President and Select 
Committee are pleased to direct that two companies of Pioneers be raised 
as soon as possible by the Commissary of Stores, each company 
consisting of 2 Sergeants, 3 Corporals, 5 Havildars, 5 Naicks, and 100 
Black Pioneers. The Havildars to be paid 3| Pagodas per month, the 
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HISTORICAL RECORD 


OF THE 

2nd “Queens Own” Sappers & Miners. 


^®ETWEEN 1761 and 1780, Companies of Pioneers and Miners were 1761 - 80 . 
formed from time to time of volunteers from the European 
Infantry and the Native Battalions, and were broken up when no 
longer required. During this period, these Companies were frequently 
employed, m., at the siege of the Port at Vellore in 1761 by the force 
under Colonel John Caillaud commanding the Madras army; with 
the expedition against the Spanish Settlements in the Phillipine 
Islands in 1762 ; at the storm of the town of Manilla and the 
capture of the citadel on the 6th October of that year ; at the siege 
and surrender of Tanjore in 1771, on which occasion their conduct 
was highly . praised by General Joseph Smith ; at the 2nd siege 
and storm of the same place in 1778; at the siege and capture 
of Pondicherry in 1778 by the army under Sir Hecter Munro ; and 
at the capture of the Prench Settlement of Mahe in 1779. 

The 2nd ‘‘Queens Own” Sappers and Miners were originally a 
corps of Pioneers, officered from the Line. They were first raised in 
1780, and were maintained until 1831, when in conformity with 
instructions from the Court of Directors, the 1st Battalion was placed 
under the command of Engineer Officers, and regularly instructed as 
Sappers and Miners, which designation the Corps has since continued 
to bear. The 2nd Battalion of Pioneers continued on the establishment 
until early in 1834, when the European Officers were sent to join their 
respective regiments, and the Native Banks were incorporated into the 
Sappers and Miners. 

In September 1780, Lieut. John Moorhouse of the Artillery, then 178 O. 
Commissary of Stores, and entrusted with the general supervision of 
working parties, recommended the formation of two permanent 
companies of Native Pioneers, in supersession of the common 
labourers theretofore temporarily employed in that capacity as occasion 
might require, in addition to the temporary companies mentioned 
above. He reported that the temporary labourers were not only 
inefficient, but that they were apt to throw down tlieir working 
implements, and fly on the appearance of an enemy. The Government 
of Madras having approved, the following order was issued: — 

G.O.G. 30-9-1780. “ The Honourable the President and Select 
Committee are pleased to direct that two companies of Pioneers be raised 
as soon as possible by the Commissary of Stores, each company 
consisting of 2 Sergeants, 3 Corporals, 5 Haviidars, 5 Naicks, and lOb 
Black Pioneers. The Havildars to be paid 3| Pagodas per month, the 
Naicks 2| Pagodas, and the private Pioneers to have 2 Pagodas per 
month paid by rolls signed by the Commissary of Stores to the Army. 

The Pioneers to be clothed in blue jackets, and to be armed, 50 of each 
compan¥ with light pistols, and 50 with pikes 6 feet long. When these 



1 T 80 Pioneers are raised, they are to be employed with "the army to clear 
and mend roads, etc., instead of mamooty men, for whom no charge is 
then to be made. The stoppages from the above corps to be the 
same as those made from the feepoy Oorps for half mount iiig, and 
they" are to be supplied with the same articles the jackets, only to 
, ' be blue instead , of white.'’ 

f ‘^1- ' Campaign against Haidar AH, under Sir Eyre Cootc, 1781- 

S2.““Two companies, under Lieut. Innes, took part in this ctimpaign. 
They marched with the Advanced Guard of the army from St. Thomas’ 
Mount for the relief of Wandiwasli in January 1781. 

24th January 1781, Relief of Wandiwash. 

An order dated 29th June gave the position of the Pioneers on the 
line of march— One company of Pioneers to march at the head of the 
rme, and the other to be divided among the divisions of guns in 
the line,” 

1st July 1781, Battle of Porto Nuovo, near Cuddaiore. 

27th August 1781. Battle of Polliloor, 

27th September 1781. Battle of Sholinghur. 

28rd October 1 781, Battle of Virakandalur. 

November 1781 to January 1782, Reliefs of Vellore, and skirmishes 
' with Haidar. 

2nd June 1782. Battle of Arni. 

For this campaign, the honours “Carnatic xIND Sholinghur” 
w’ere granted to the Corps under G.G.O. 378, of 26-4-1889. 

1781. ^ Var with the Dutch, 1 781 ->82.— One company of 

Pioneers under Lieut. Abbott was serving with the southern army 
commanded by Sir Hector Miuiro, and was present at the siege and 
capture of Negapatarn in October and November, 1781, 

1782. About 1st January, 1782, this company, augmented by volunteers 
from the 9th (now tlie 69th Panjabis), and 23rd (this battalion was 
disbanded at the reorganisation of the Madras Army in 1796) Native 
Battalions, embarked at Negapatam with the expedition against the 
Dutch possessions in Ceylon, and was present at the capture of Trin- 
comali on 5th January, 1782, and at the capture of Fort Ostenburg on 
11th January, 1782. 

1783. Operations against the French at Cuddaiore, 1783.— A 

detachment of tiie Pioneers served with the army under Major-General 
James Stuart, engaged in the attack of the Brench Lines at Cudda- 
iore on I3th June, 1783, moving with the centre column, and at the 
siege of Cuddaiore during June and July, their strength present being 
2>^4 N.G.O.s’ and men, under the command of Lieut. Mitchell. Intelli- 
gence of peace with B^ranee was received early in July, and the 
hostilities having ceased at Cuddaiore, the army returned to Madras in 
August, 

First War with Tipu Sultan,! 783-84. — Altogether 3 companies 
under Eiisigu Cunningham took part in this War. A force under 
Colonel Ross Lang, of the Madras Army, was employed to create a 
diversion against Tipu by attacking his districts of Diridigal and 
Coimbatore, and a detachiuent of the Pioneers accompanied thisfoi’ce. 
The Fort at Karur was taken on the 5th April, 1 783, and that at Avera- 
kurchi on the lOtfi idem, whilst Dindigal Bbrt was captured on the oth 
May. Shortly after. Colonel Lang was superseded by Colonel William 
ruilarton of H.M. 98th regiment, and the force was augmented to a 
L'bBOO men, of whom about 2000 were Euro])eans. 
Ihe ihoneers under the command of Ensign Cunningham, amounting 
to 14/ men, proved remarkably useful during the ensuing operations, 
ihey were engaged m the attack and capture of the Fort at Panjalam- 
knrchion the I2th August, where, under Ensign Cunriingham 
they removed the strong hedges fronting the breach ; If that of the 
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stronghold of the Shivagiri Polygar on the 2nd September ; at ^ the i7S3, 
reduction of the Forts at Kamaium, Chaklagiri and Annamalli in 
October; at the siege and capture of the Fort at Palghatclieri 
on November ; and the surrender of Coimbatore on the 26th idem. 

The service of the Pioneers at Panjalamkiirchi were thus 
acknowledged by Colonel Fullarton: — 

Our next object was to remove a strong hedge fronting the 
breacli and surrounding the %vhole Fort, as is the practice in the 
Polygar system of defence. This dangerous service was eifected with 
unusual skill by ICnsign Cunningham commanding the Pioneers, and 
about ten at night, with the advantage of bright moonshine, the storm^ 
commenced.’’ 

The following extract from the report of the same officer relates to 
the operations against the stronghold of the Shivagiri Polygar, at 
that time the most powerful of the southern chiefs, and who had on 
former occasions beaten off considerable detachments : — 

After reconnoitring we found that the combyt could not be 
approached in front. We proceeded therefore to cut a road through 
the impenetrable thickets for three miles to the base of the hill that 
bounds the comby on the west. The Pioneers under Ensign Cunning- 
ham laboured with indefatigable industry.*’ 

^ ^ 

We continued to cut our way under an unabating fire from eight 
thousand Polygars, who constantly pressed upon our advanced party, 
rushed upon the line of attack, piked the bullocks that were dragging 
the guns, and killed many of our people. But those attempts were 
repulsed by })erseverance, and before sunset we had opened a passage 
entirely to the mountain.” 

The Pioneers also proved most efficient during the march from 
Annamalli to Palghat, which is thus described by Colonel Fullarton:— 

From Annamalli our progress became truly laborious; we had 
to force our way through a forest twenty miles in depth, extending 
thirty miles across the pass of Palghat. Our object was to reach 
Ivalingudi a post on the western side of the forest within fifteen miles 
of Palghatcheri. The frequent ravines required to be filled up 
before it was possible to drag the guns across them ; innumerable large 
trees which obstructed the passage required to be cut down and drawn 
out of the intended track, and then the whole road was to he formed 
before the carriages could pass. The brigades were distributed to 
succeed each other at intervals, preceded by Pioneers in order to clear 
what the advanced body had opened for tlie guns and stores that were 
to move under cover of the rear division.” 

Heavy rain fell for 14 days without intermission, and the troops I 78 k 
were exposed without tents. Peace was concluded with Tipu on llth 
March, 1784, and shortly afterwards, Colonel Fullarton commanding 
the Madras Army in the field, reported 

is further extremely requisite that your establishment of 
Pioneers should be increased, not only for expertness and despatch in 
ju'eparation for a siege, but to facilitate the rapid movement of your 
armies.” 

The Pioneers do not appear to have been again employed on Field 
Service untiKSeptember, 1788, when a small detachment iindor a 
European officer was attached to the force under Lieut.-Colonei James 
ELdlngton, which took possession of the district of Guntur. 


^ The assault was repulsed with loss although led by two com|)anies of Euro- 
peans. Immediate measures were taken to renew the attack, but the Polygars, 
disheartened by their loss, abandoned the place the same night, 
t A stronghold in tlie mountains. 



1 T 89 , field service in the Shivagaoga country.-In March, 1 ^ 89, a 
detachment of 80 Pioneers was sent from Tnclimopoly to join the heid 
force assembled under Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, H.M. 72nd^ Regiment 
for senrice in the Bhivaganga country. It was present at the capture 
of Koilargudi on the 14th May, and of Eanamangalum and Kalakoii 
on the 1st and 2nd June respectively. The following order was issued 
by Government on the conclusion of the service :— 

G.O.C. Fort St, George, 17th June, 1789. ‘‘The service for 
which the detachment was sent into the Shivaganga country being 
nearly accomplished, Colonel Stuart is desired to take the necessary 
measures for the return of the troops to their respective stations, 
excepting one battalion of native troops, which the Colonel will 
dispose of in the Shivaganga country in such manner as he may 
Judge expedient.” 

“ Government take this opportunity of returning their thanks in 
this public manner to Colonel Stuart for his gallantry and good 
conduct in the command of the detachment, and they desire he will 
communicate to the officers and men their perfect approbation of the 
spirited and regular behaviour of the whole of the detachment during 
the service.” 

1790. Second War with Tipu Sultan, 1790-92 — The Pioneers 
under Lieut. W. Dowse, M.I., who had been appointed to the command 
of the Corps on 11th February, 1790, served with the army under 
General Medows, and Lord Cornwallis, during 1790-91-92. The other 
officers serving with the Corps during this campaign were Lieut. 
W. C. Lennon, M.E., and Ensign Stokoe, B.E. The army started from 
Trichinopoly on 26th May, 1790, and was engaged in various operations 
south of the Mysore Plateau from June to December, 1790. 

On 7th June the Pioneers were increased to 5 companies, with 1 
Lieutenant Commanding, and 1 Ensign. Each company to consist 
of 

1 Sergeant 4 Havildars, 4Naicks, 90 Privates, and to carry 60 hand 
hatchets, 40 bill hooks, 48 pickaxes, 0 picks, 10 felling axes, and 28 
mamooties. 

1791. Two detachments of Pioneers under Lieuts. Dowse and Lennon 
were actively employed in the operations at Bangalore from the 5th to 
the 2lst March, 1791, when the place was carried by assault ; their loss 
during than time was 24 killed, 25 wounded, and 3 missing, being 
greater than that of any other individual Corps engaged, with the 
exception of H.M. 36th Foot, which had 10 killed and 58 wounded. 
They were present at the action of Arikere near Seringapatam on 15th 
May, losing 2 men wounded, and at the capture of Ramandroog oii 
17th September, whilst Lieut. Dowse and 100 men were present at the 
capture of Nandidroog on 18th October. The following is an extract of 
the order issued by Lord Cornwallis on 19th October:— 

“Although the services of Pioneers are less brilliant than those of 
the troops, they are of peculiar value in all such operatioJis, and His 
Lordship thinks himself called upon in justice to Lieut. Dowse and all 
the N.C.O.s and men of the Pioneer Corps, as well as to Ensign Stokoe 
of the Engineers, who assisted with so much ability in directing their 
labours, to declare that their behaviour on this occasion has deserved 
his highest commendation.” 

nu* ^ detachment of the Pioneers accompanied the 

(miei Engineer, when the latter went to reconnoitre Savandroog, and 
they were present at the assault and capture of that place on 21 st 


* Originally the 78th or Seaforth Highlanders ; became the T2nd in 1785. 

0 



9 


December by the force under Lieut.-Coionel Stuart,, and,, also, at the , 1 , 791 . 
storm of Hiitridroog on 24th idem; Lieut. Mclnnes of H.M. 72nd led 
the storm, with part of the Europeans, and with the Pioneers under 
Lieiits. Dowse and Macpherson, supported by Captain Scott. Some 
of the gateways were forced by the Pioneers, but most of the ramparts 
were carried by escalade. 

The following is an extract from the order issued by Lord 
Cornwallis, on receiving Colonel Stuart s report of the reduction of 
Savandroog : — 

“His Lordship likewise desires xxxxxx and that it may be parti- 
cuiariy signified to Lieut. Mclnnes of the 72nd regiment who led the 
European company, and to Lieuts. ■ Macpherson and Dowse who 
conducted the European and Kative Pioneers that were employed in 
carrying the scaling ladders and breaking open the gates, that from 
Lieut. Colonel Stuart’s report, he considers their behaviour highly , 
meritorious.^’ 

The army under Lord Cornwallis arrived before Seringapatam on 
6 th February, 1792, and on the same night an attack in 3 divisions was 
made upon the redoubts and other outworks of the place. The num- 
ber of Pioneers tlien with the army was 3 British Officers and 1034 
B.N.C.O's. and Native Hanks; of these, one detachment under 
Lieut, Lennon, M.E., accompanied the Right Division commanded by 
Major-General Medows, another under Lieut. Dowse moved with the 
Centre Division under Lord Cornwallis, whilst a third under Ensign 
Stokoe, B.B., proceeded with the Left Division commanded by Lieut.- 
CoL Maxwell., Bach detachment of Pioneers carried scaling ladders, and 
they had to cut an opening through the bound hedge, which surrounded 
Tipus encampment, north of the Kaveri river. The Centre Divi- 
sion forced its way on to the Island of Seringapatam, and a part of it 
becoming detached, and believing that it was isolated, Lieut. Dowse 
volunteered to recross the river, and report the state of affairs to Lord 
Cornwallis, but be ran against a party of Mysore Horse, and was 
driven back. Ail three Divisions were successful in their several 
objects^ and the posts carried were maintained. The Pioneers lost 13 
killed, 8 wounded, and 2 missing, in these attacks. They were there- 
after employed in the siege operations, being placed by G.O. of 18th 
February, under the orders of the Chief Engineer for the remainder of 
the siege; hostilities ceased on 24th February, pending the settlement 
of the conditions of peace, which were finally concluded on the 19th 
March, 1792. 

For this campaign, the Honour i‘ MysoBB” was granted to the 
Corps under G.G.O. 378, dated 26-4-1889. 

At the end of June, 1792, the Pioneers under Lieut. Dowse were 
sent from Trichinopoly to Madura to join a Field Force then being 
assembled at Palamcotta under Lieut.-Golonel Maxwell to punish the ^ 
Poligar of Shivagiri, and this fort was attacked in August, and the 
country reduced to submission. , 

Towards the close of 1792, Colonel Braitliwaite, commanding the 
Madras Army, submitted proposals for the augmentation of the 
Pioneers ; the establishment he ■recommended:' was that there should 
be three bodies of Pioneers one: for 'each Division of the Army, each 
body to consist of 2 Companies ■ with I- European Officer per company, 
and each company to have :— ■ : ■ 

1 Sergeant,^! Jemadp, 6 Havildars,' 'i^Naicks, 122 Privates, 

2 Bhistis, 12 Artificers, giving ', a total . of ISO; per company, exclusive 
of the European Officer. " 

Whilst these proposals were under the consideration of the 1793 . 
Governm^t, the Pioneers were moved to Dindigal in December, 
and employed ¥1 clearing the forest there^until May 1793, when thev 



Hiarciied for BaraiiraaliaL , , ' , . . .. 

In June, as soon as it was known that war 1 1 ad bepii (irelaroa 
against France? the Government of Madras commenced pro]>:ii*a.t ions 
for the siege of Pondicherry, and Colonel Braithwaite again recoiiimend- 
ed that ‘‘that very tiseful Pioneer Corps should be augmented, by 150» 
men, ie, brought up to a strength of 600/' The Corps was acem^dingly 
augmented, and formed into a separate Corps, under G.OXt. drited 
11-7-1793, as follows : The Honourable the President in Council is 
pleased to direct that the Pioneers on this establishment be considep^d 
a separate Corps, the Officers to be supplied from the Infantrvp and to 
rise in the list of the army in like manner. ^ That it consist of 1 
Lieutenant Commandant, 3 Lieutenants, 1 Assistant Surgeon, and 6 
Companies, each to consist of 1 Sergeant, 1 Jemadar, S Havildars, 
3 Naieks, and 100 Privates. That 8 pakhalis be allowed to the Corps, 
1 Conocopoly, and 1 Assistant Oonicopoly. That the ^ Lieutenant 
Commandant be upon the same footing With regard to off-reckonings, 
as the commandants of Corps of Native Cavalry. 

The pay was fixed as follows — 

Pagodas. Fanams. Cash. 


1794. 


Sergeant 10 — — per month. 

Jemadar 7 10 — „ 

Havildar 2 31 75 „ 

Naick 2 10 5 „ 

Private 2 — — 

Note. — 80 Cash equal 1 Fanam ; 45 Fanams 1 Pagoda ; 1 Pagoda 
Si Rupees. 

Siege of Pondicherry, 1 793. — The Corps then numbering 612 
of all ranks, under Lieut. W. Dowse, M.I., with Lieut. 0. Grose, M .1, 
and 0. Armstrong, M.L, was employed with the army under Colonel 
Braithwaite during the siege of Pondicherry, till its surrender in 
August ; the Corps losing 4 Europeans and 5 Natives killed, and I 
Jemadar, 1 Havildar, and 11 men wounded. After the surrender, the 
Pioneers were employed in demolishing the fortifications and all public 
buildings not required for the accomodation of the troops. By 2nd 
September the trenches and batteries had been levelled, and detach- 
ments Were sent to Barahmahal, but the remainder under Lieut. Dowse 
remained to destroy all the fortifications, and on 15th June, 1794, the 
latter reported that the ditch had been filled, and the ramparts levelled, 
so that a body of Horse could charge into the place. 

About the end of July, the Pioneers under Lieut. Dowse marched 
into the Barahmahal, for the purpose of dismantling several of the hill 
forts m that district, which had been ceded by Tipu at the peace in 
,,1792. 


1795 . 


1796, 


Second War with the Dutch, 1795 - 96 .— In July, 1795, two 
expeditions sailed from Madras against the Dutch settlements, viz., 
one under Colonel James Stuart^ of H.M.^s service, against those in. 
Ceylon ; and the other under Major Archibald Brown of the Madras 
Army, against that in Malacca. 

Two companies of Pioneers under Lieut. Dowse accompanied 
^pd one company under Lieut. Heitland sailed with 
latter, i he detachment in Ceylon was present at the reduction of 
irmcomali and Fort Ostenburgh in August and at the capitulation of 
.iamnapatam in September. Shortly afterwards it was joined by two 
companies from the Barahmahal 

r Lieut. Heitland was present at the surrender 

of the Fort at Malacca on the 18th August. 

The detachment under Lieut. Dowse was present at the 


* Commanded the Madras Army from 1801 to pl804. 
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eapitiilaiion of Colombo on the 15th Febi'uary, 1796, wliieli was followed 1798. 
soon aftorwords by the submission of the whole Island. Early in^l797 
tlie Pioneers were ordered back to Madras, but at the earnest solicita- 
lion of .Major-General Welbore -Ellis Do 3 de, then commanding the ■ 
Island, and who represented that tire servn.ces . of a detachm^ent of 
Pioneers w^ere indispensable, a party of 50 were allowed to remain and 
appear to have done duty in Ceylon until 1802 wdien it became a colony 
of tlie Crown after the peace of Amiens. 

On the 6th January 1796 Lieut. Heitland, with half liis company 
sailed for Amboyna wdth Admiral Rainer’s squadron as part 
of the Madras detachment, commanded by Major Urban Vigors of that 
army. The rest of the company remained in garrison at Malacca. 
Amboyna was taken in February, and the squadron then sailed for 
Banda-Neira, and. the other Spice Islands, all of wdiich were taken 
possession of without opposition. Two companies oi Pioneers remained 
in the Moluccas until the peace with the Dutch in 1802. 

In March, 1797, Government, in consideration of the readiness 1797, 
with which the Native Troops had volunteered for foreign service in 
Ceylon and to the eastward, issued an order, from wdrich the following 
is an extract, granting certain allowances to the relatives of those 
sepoys who might be killed or die on that service : — 

G.O.G. Fort St. George, 19th March 1797. “ The Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council, who reflects with the highest satisfaction on 
the unexampled alacrity and spirit with wdiich tlie coast Native troops 
have embarked for foreign service during the present war, is naturally 
led to consider every means of preserving that spirit and of rewarding 
that zeal ; he has therefore been pleased to resolve— 

1st. That a gratuity of three months’ allowances (such as they 
have hitherto drawn on their family chits) shall be given to the 
relations of those sepoys who may be killed or die on service to the 
eastward, from the date of the account of the casualty being received 
at the station where the chit is paid. 

2nd. That a gratuity of tw^o months’ allow^^ances shall be given on 
tlie same terms to the relations of those sepoys who may be killed or 
die on service in the Island of Ceylon.” 

Lieut. Dowse was promoted to Brevet Captain on 1st April, 1797. 

On the BBrh August, 1797, 300 Pioneers embarked at Madras as 
part of the expedition under the command of Major-General Sir James 
Craig..K.B., which was intended to proceed against Manilla, hut the 
design having been abandoned the troops were relanded a few days 
after their embarkation. 

The Pioneers then marched to Ami, from wdiieli place a detach- 
ment of 200 men, under Lieut. Fitzpatrick, proceeded to the coast 
and embai'ked for service in Ceylon. 

In October 1798, the Pioneers were employed on roadwwk in the 1798 . 
centre division, and in making boats for crossing the Palar riverfor the 
projected campaign against Tipii. 

Honorary badges granted to the volunteers for the 
projected eApedItion against Manilla in 1 797 —The readiness 
to volunteer again shown by the Native Troops on the occasion 
mentioned above, was recognised by Government in the following 
order : — 

Fort St. George, 19th December 1798. “ The Bight Honourable 
the Governor in^ Council, impressed with a just sense of the zeal 
and ardour manifested by the Native Troops who volunteered for 
the projected expedition against Manilla, has caused badges to be 
prepared in commemoration of their spirit and attachment to the 
service, « 


m 



His Lordship in Council has particular pleasure at tliis period in 
orderiiig the distribution of these honourable pledges, and tliey Will 
accordingly be forwarded by the Military Board to theofficers^coni-' 
roaiiding corps for delivery to the commissioned, non-coiiiniissioiied, 
and private volunteers. 

“The officers commanding corps are desired to oxplam to the 
volunteers that merit, however obscure, can never he indiflerent to a 
just and wise CTOvernnient, and that the successors of those wdio have 
the present pleasure of bestowing these badges of distinction w^ili feet 
an equal satisfection in recognising in the descendants of the volini tears 
these testimonials of fidelity and worth.” 

Aug:fncntation of the CarpSr-J)ming the same month it wors 
directed that ail the Pioneers then serving within the limits of the 
Presidency should be formed into eight companies, each of the 
iiiidermentioned strength, viz 

1 Sergeant, 1 Jern'idar, 3 Havildars, Naieks, 1 Pakhali, 100 
Privates, and I Sergeant-Major as non-effective staff. 

1790. Early in 1799, in consequence of the war with Tipu, the corps was 
aiigrrtented to tlie f<)llo wing strength, viz : — 

2 Captains, 1 Captain Lientenmt, I Lieutenant 1 Assistant 
Surgeon, I Sergeant-]\[ajor, 10 Sergeants, II Jemadars, BO Havildars, 
BO Naieks. 1,000 Privates, and 10 Pakhalis. 

Third War with Tipu Sultan, 1 799 —The Corps mnler Captain 
W. Dowse, with Lieut. M.H. Cormick, M.L, and Lieut. W. Davies, M I., 
tlie 2 latter officers having been appointed to the Pioneers on lltli 
(December, 1798) marched in February, 1799, wdth the army under 
Genera! Harris, and was present at the battle of Malvalli on the 27th 
of March. During the siegf3 of Seringapatarn the Corps was placed 
under tlie direction of Colonel Gent, tlie senior officer of Engineers, and 
w^as employed in constructing batteries and parallels, and in the 
various operations wliieli terminated in the storm and capture of the 
fortress on the 4th May ; the casualties during the siege being Lieut. 
Connick and 8 men killed, and B7 wounded. As soon as the place wais 
captured, all the Pioneers wei*e employed in burying the dead. 

The following is an extract from Despatches, 6-O.C.C., dated 5tli 
May, 1799:-— 

“ In thus publicly expressing his sense of their good conduct, the 
Commander-in-Chief feels himself called upon to notice, in a most 
particular manner, the exertion of Captain Dowse and his Corps of 
Pioneers, which, during the present service, has been equally marked 
by unremitting labour, and the ability with which that labour was 
ap])lied.” 

The honour “ Seringapatam ” was granted to the Corps for this 
campaign. 

During the siege of Seringapatarn, 24 Pioneers under a Sergeant 
accompanied Lieut.Col. Read’s detachment which was employed in 
reducing the country north of Rayakottai ; Colonel Read took Sulagiri 
by storm, and Peddanaik Droog capitulated. 

Lieut. Bagshawe with 106 Pioneers was with the force under Lieut.- 
Col. A. Brown which marched from Trichinopoly towards Coimbatore, 
and reduced Kariir on 5th April, and Aravakurchi on 10th, after 
which it joined Col, Read. 

Dhundiali Waugh, a freebooter, who was found in irons at Seringa- 
patam, was released on the capture of that place, and at once gathering 
adherents round him, he laid the country near Bednore under the 
contributions. Lieut.-Col. Dalrymple moved from 
Lhitaldroog against him on the 21st July, and driving him across the 
1 ungab ladra, captured Harihar on 30th ; meanwhile Colonel Stevenson 
had advanced into the Bednore country, and on 31st |ulv took 
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Sliimoga by assault. Dalryiuple crossed the Tuiigabhadray in flood, b}^ 1199. 
means of a bamboo and raw hide barge constructed by the Engineers 
and Pioneers, and found the fort ofHonnali evacuated ; Dhundiah was 
then driven into Mahratta country, and the British forces which had 
united, returned to cantonments. Towards the end of Augus^;, 1799, 
Captain John Malcolm was ordered to obtain possession of the fort of 
Manjarabad, (about 75 miles N.W. of Seringapatam) ; on the 8th 
September he sent for reinforcements, and Lieut. Davies with a detach- 
ment of Pioneers accompanied these reinlbrcements which left 
Seringapatam on 11th September; preparations were made for 
escalading the fort, and blowing in the gates, but it surrendered before 
action was taken. 

Operations in Mysore against the Hajah of BuIIum.— In 1803. 
April, 1800, a detachment of Pioneers accompanied a field force sent 
from Seringapatam by the Honorable Colonel Arthur Wellesley under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Montresor, H.M. 77th Regiment, and 
was present at the attack and capture of the stronghold of the Rajah 
of Builum at Arakeri, two or three miles S. E. of Manjarabad, on the 30th 
idem. The country was a dense forest, and several ranges of strong 
barriers had to be overcome. Captain Onslow Grose, of the 2nd 
Battalion 2nd Regiment (20th Regiment M.N.I.), then doing duty with 
the Pioneers, was killed at one of the barriers, and was thus noticed in 
Colonel Montresor’s report: — 

‘‘ 1 trust I may be permitted to express a sentiment of gratittide 
and regret when I mention that gallant and meritorious ofiieer, Capjtain 
Grose of the Pioneers, who unfortunately 'was killed early in the day in 
endeavoring to place some ladders at one of the barriers.” 

Colonel Wellesley, in his report to Army Head- quarters, wrote of 
Captain Grose as follows 

‘Vin Captain Grose, who was unfortunately killed, the Honorable 
Company have lost a gallant, active, and zealous officer, who will be 
lamented by his whole profession.*’ 

The troops engaged on this service received the thanks of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and of Government, dated respectively 8th and 12th 
May, 1800. 

Operations against Dhundiah 1 800.— During May and the 
early part of June, Dhundiah had regained possession of a large portion 
of the country, and in June Colonel Wellesley marched against Mm 
with two Brigades of Cavalry, three Brigades of Infantry, and a body 
of Pioneers under Captain W. Heitland, M.I. 

Wellesley was at Harihar on 16th June, but owing to a rise in the 
Tungabhadra the crossing was not completed till the 2^4th ; 50 Pioneers 
preceded the park and heavy transport and attended to the road, 20 
Pioneers moved with the 2nd Native Cavalry, whilst the remainder 
were with the advanced guard and with the main body, in proportions 
arranged by Captain Heitland. 

The fort of Ranee Bednoye was taken by assault on the 27th, on 
which occasion Colonel Wellesley expressed himself as “ much pleased 
with the conduct of Colonel Stevenson and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Monypenny, and the troops under their orders.” 

On 12th July Wellesley marched to Savanore, and here a redoubt 
was built on the bank of the Wurda ; Wellesley left the Pioneers, 2 
companies of infantry, and 4 guns to complete the redoubt, and when 
this was done one company of infantry remained as a garrison. 

On the evening of the 14th July, the Fort of Koondgul was taken 
by storm after the troops had marched above 22 miles, and had been 
more than 12 hours under arms. 

On the 26th of the same month the Fort of Dummul was taken. 

An extract frqpa the order issued on thaf occasion is given below : — 



1800 . , Camp at Diimmul, Saturday 26tli July, 1800. Colonel ellesley 

cannot siiffieientiy express his satisfaction at the conduct of the troops 
engaged in the assault of Dummul this morning. His thanks are 
„ particularly due to # # # and to Captain 

Heitland and his corps of Pioneers.” 

The camp of Dhundiah, under the fort of Manowly on the Eiver 
Maipurba, was surprised and cut to pieces on the 80th July, and on 
the 10th September he was finally defeated and killed at Konahgiil; 
but neither Infantry nor Pioneers appear to have taken part in either 
of these two actions, which were fought by the Cavalry Brigade after 
forced marches. 

All of the troops employed upon this service received the thanks, 
both of the Madras Government and of the Governor-General in 
Council, dated respectively 25th September and 24th December, 1800. 

Increase of pay.-— During this year, Government having insti- 
tuted inquires into the condition of the native soldiery, became satis- 
fied that the rate of pay allowed did not bear a just proportion to the 
expense of mairitaming themselves and their families, nor to the duties 
attached to the profession of arms,” and the matter was represented to 
the Governor-General, under whose authority the amount of pay was 
increased, the change having efiect from the 1st July, 1800. The fol- 
lowing is the scale then fixed for Pioneers : — 


Pioneers. 


i 

i Net pay per month, exclusive of 
stoppages for clothing. 

Batta per day- 
in the field. 

Bemarks, 

.femadar 

Pags. 

7 

F. 

c. 

Pags. 

F. 

3 

C. 

* Or in lieu thereof one 

Havildar 

3 





40 

seer of rice per day when 

Naick . 

2 

n 



*1 

40 

rice is issued. 

Pioneer 

2 

10 


... 

♦1 

... 



Jemadars of six years’ standing to receive nine pagodas, and 
Jemadars of ten years’ standing to receive twelve pagodas per mensem. 

These rates were ordered to be “ clear and exclusive of all stoppages 
for clothing, which will continue to be provided for as at present by 
issues of cash from the Public Treasury.” 

It was at the same time resolved that the Native Officers and 
men, of whatever corps or ranks, who may lose a limb by wounds on 
actual service, shall be pensioned on the full pay of their respective 
'■ ranks.”.'- ' ' ' . . ■ ■ 

Operations in the Wynaad and in Malabar against the 
Pychy ftajah, I 800-0 i .—Early in 1800 a strong detachment under 
Captain W. Heitland, M.I., with Lieut. Davis, M J., was assembled at 
Senngapafcain, but the operations were postponed, and it did not move 
till late in the year, when Colonel Stevenson took command. The ser- 
vice was extremely severe and harassing, and was not concluded till 
01. May 1 80 i, when Colonel Stevenson and tlie troops were thanked by 
Government. The Pioneers suffered muchfrom fever contracted in the 
jungles, and a la rge proportion of them were unfit for duty for some 
time alter their return to Seringapatam. Those who recovered in time 
were sent to the south under Captain Heitland to join the force under 
Colonel Agnew, then employed against the Poligars in Tinnevelly. 
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Expedition to Egypt, 1 800»02.— One company of the Corps 1800. 
consisting of a Captain, 1 Jemadar, 4 Sergeants, and 88 Rank and File 
sailed with the expedition in December, 1800. They reached Cosseir 
on 8th June, 1801, and in July marched to Kinneh. On the 31st August 1^01. 
peace was signed with the French, and the company leaving Cairo in 
May, 1802, sailed from Suez on 25th of that month to return to India. 

The force was thanked by the Governor General in Council, 8th 
February, 1802 ; and the honour, “ Egypt” was granted to the Corps in 
July 1S02. The following is an extract from G.O.G. No. 23 of 14th 
January 1879 : — Her Majesty the Queen Empress of India, has been 
graciously pleased to permit the addition of the badge of The Sphinx” 
to the other devices and distinctions borne by the Madras “ Queen’s 
Own” Sappers and Miners, a detachment of that Corps having served 
ill Egypt under Sir David Baird in 1801.” 

Expedition against the Poligars in Tinnevelly, I 80 1 • — Early 
in 1801 , the Poiigai's in the district of Tinnevelly broke out into rebellion, 
and a force of about 3,000 men, under the command of Major Colin 
Macaulay, the Resident at Travancore, was assembled at Kytar to 
act against them. A detachment of Pioneers under Captain 
E. B. Bagshaw, M.I., with Lieut. Gordon, was attached to this force. 

On the 31st March it arrived before the stronghold of the Poligars at 
Panialamkurchi, which had been taken by Colonel Fiillarton in 1783 
as mentioned above. The fort was of mud, with avails about 12| feet 
high, surrounded by a thick hedge of thorns, but without any ditch. A 
breach which appeared practicable having been made, the troops 
advanced to the assault, but were repulsed* with heavy loss, viz : 4 
officers and 49 men killed, and 13 officers and 254 men wounded. Of 
J 20 men of H.M. 74th Regiment who composed part of the storming 
party only 46 escaped unhurt. After this failure the Pioneers were 
employed in raising breastivorks and in strengthening the outposts of 
the camp. On the 21st May Lieut.-Colonel A. P. Agnew, the 
Acliutant-General, arrived to assume command, and the next day a 
strong reinforcement, of which Capt. Heitland with another detachm ent 
of Pioneers formed a part, joined the camp. On the morning of tlie 
23rd the fort was assaulted and carried, but only after a severe struggle, 
in the course of winch 4 officers, 1 9 Europeans, and 24 Natives were killed, 
and 5 officeis, 76 Europeans, and 96 Natives wounded. 

Three companies of the 9th were left with the Pioneers to destroy 
the fort. Colonel Agnew, in his report dated 25th May, 1801, remarks : — 

“ The behaviour of Captain Bagshaw, and his able arrangement of 
the Pioneers during the attack, attracted the particular notice of the 
Commanding Officers.” 

Active operations continued, and on 25th July, near Tricateanur, 
Captain Heitland was wonnde(i. On 31st July the camp was at 
Sherevele, and an attempt was made to cut a broad road through the 
dense jungle towards the fort of Kalliakoyil ; during this work they were 
continually attacked by the enemy, and the latter threw up works in front 
of the head of the cutting ; the road work was continued up to 30tli 
August by which time the fort of Kalliakoyil was still nearly a mile 
distant, and about 5^ miles of road had been cut. The force then 
njoved back to Ookur, and on 1st October, three columns advanced on 
Kalliakoyil bv different routes, and it was captured without much 
resistance. The following is an extract from- the despatch by Colonel 
Agnew on the conclusion of the operations 


* This has been given in some detail as the place is little known even in 
India. The brave defenders, although only armed witli pikes and indifferent 
fire-arms% repulsed European troops on more than one occasion. 

% 1 % 



IPfjl “ The greater part of the Poligar country was then a dense forest, 
and the labour undergone by the Pioneers and auxiliary woihing parties 
was extremely severe, and frequently performed under fire." 

' The following is an extract from the order issued by Government 
on the termination of the service : — 

“ The whole course of operations connected with that service has 

lieen distinguished by a spirit of animated bravery and persevering 
exertion which has merited the wannest aioprobation of the Governor 
in Council, and His Lordship in Council in bestowing upon the officers 
and troops the applause due to their conduct, reflects with the greatest 
satisfaction on the advantages which have been derived to the public 
interests by the suppression of a confederacy which threatened _ tlie 
most injurious consequences to the tranquillity of the British 
possessions.” 

Operations in the Moluccas, 1801. — In February 1801, a 
small force mainly composed of the Madras European regiment, and 
with which 21 Pioneers under Lieut. Wissett went, was sent by Colonel 
Burr commanding in the Moluccas, to capture Ternate ; the force 
landed and attacking the fort of Telooke, the Pioneers cai’rying the 
scaling ladders, but the assault was unsuccessful, and the force i-e-em- 
barked ; a stronger expedition was despatched from Amboyna in April, 
and by May had captured the whole island. 

1802. Second Operations in Mysore against the Kajah of 
Bullum, 1802. — On 5th January 1802, Captain W. Heitland, M.I., 
with Lieut. Davis, and a detachment of Pioneers marched from 
Seringapatam with the force under Colonel Wellesley, against the 
llajah of Bullum wdro had again become refractory, and on 16th the 
fort of Arakeri was attacked and captured. Captain Heitland and the 
Pioneers were thanked in an order of the day from which the following 
is an extract ; — 

“ In the performance of this service I have had every reason to be 
satisfied with the zeal, alacrity, and good conduct of all. My acknow- 
ledgments are, however, particularly due to * * * and to 

Captain Pleitland and his Pioneers.” 

The country in the neighbourhood of Arakeri being thick forest, 
and every village being fortified, Colonel Wellesley left a strong detach- 
ment on the spot for the purpose of protecting the Pioneers under 
Captain Heitland and Lieutenant Davis, who were directed to fill up 
the ditches and destroy the fortifications of the villages, to open roads 
through the forest, and also down the several passes leading into 
Malabar, viz : the Bisli, Seisul, Sampagi, and Subramani Ghats. The 
fortifications of 25 villages appear to have been demolished on this 
occasion. 

1803. Early in 1803 the corps was further augmented, and reorganised in 
accordance with G.O.G. dated 28th January 180.3. 

“The present establishment of 14 companies of Pioneers to be in- 
creased to 16 companies, and to be formed into two separate battalions, 
each battalion to consist of eight companies, and each company to 
consist of the present strength, viz ; — 

1 Jemadar, 3 Havildars, 3 Naicks, 1 Pakhali, and 100 Privates.” 

On this occasion, the Conimander-in-Chief remarked that “the 
services of the Pioneers in this countiy always repay their expenses in 
war by the additional facility which they give to the movements of an 
army, and m peace by the useful labour which they perform. They 
have completed a number of useful works since their formation, filled 
up ditches and levelled walls at Seringapatam, formed roads in 
Barahmahal, Southern Division, Ceded Districts, and Mys^ore.” 
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The foliowing officers w'ere e,ppo:liitecl— 

. Ist Battalion. — Captain W. F. Heltland, 6th NJ. Comniaiiding, 
Captain Joiiii .Brown, 7th N.I.. Captain William Davis, 4tii N.I. 
Lieut. Barclay, 5tli N.I. 

2ricl Battalion. — Captain John Fitzpatrick, 9th N.I. Commanding^ 
Ca|;:)taiii E. B. Bagshaw, 10th N.I., Lieut. Grant, l2th N.I. 

The new formations were completed by March, by which time the 
conipanies were distributed in the following manner:— 

1st Battalion in camp.- 6th Company with the Hyderabad Sub- 
sidiary Force. 

2iid Battalion in camp. — Ist^ Oompany with the Hyderabad Sub- 
sidiary Force. 3rd Company at Lalacca 
in the Molucca Islands. 

Operations in Ceylon in^ 1 803. — A detachment of Pioneers 
accompanied General MacDowells force which occupied Ivand}^ after 
an inconsiderable resistance. 

first riahratta War, I 803-04. — The Corps was actively engaged 
throiigliout the war ; 653 serving under General Wellesley, and 202 
under Colonel Stevensoip the officers engaged being Captain W. Heitland 
Commanding, Captains Browni and Davis, and Lieut. Barclay. Tlie 
detachments were present at the different sieges and actions in. which 
their respective forces were engaged, viz : — 

The siege and capture of Ahmadnagar from 8th to X2th August, 
when the Corps lost 1 man killed, and 15 wounded; Captain Heitland 
was mentioned in General Wellesley’s despatches on tliis occasion, and 
G.O.G.G. dated Fort William 8th Sex^tember, 1803, contains the follow- 
ing 

“ The Governor General in council has remarked with x)firticular 
approbation the conduct of x x x x and of Captain Heitland of the 
Pioneers.” 

On 31st August at Bamimgaum the Pioneers constructed some 
field works in which it was intended to leave the 18th N.I. and heavy 
guns, etc . 5 but inteliigenee received later altered Wmllesley’s plans, and 
when the force moved on the 2nd SexMember the Pioireers and two com- 
X)anies of N.I. were left to level the new works, and to overtake the force 
on completion. 

At the battle of Assay e on 23rd September, Major-General Wellesley 
with only 4500 men, of which one Cavalry and two Infantry Regiments 
were British, found the whole of Scindia’s army, 40,000 strong, clmwn 
up north of the Kaitna river, their left resting on the village of Assaye, 
on the Jewah river. He attacked at once with all his Artillery and 
Infantry including the Pioneers, whilst his Cavalry repelled the attacks 
of the Mahratta Horse. The enemy were routed by the small 
force of disciplined troops, and driven across the Jewah, and before 
they could reassemble the British and Madras Cavalry chargedj 
and they were utterly dispersed. They left 1200 dead on the field; 
whilst 98 guns and a number of standards were captured by the 
victors; the Pioneers lost 20 killed and 51 wounded, and Captain 
Heitland had his horse shot under him. 

The capture of tlie pettali of Asirgarh on IStli October, and the 
surrender of the fortress on the JDth. 

The battle of Argaum on 29th November, and the siege and capture 
of Gawilgarh in December. Thetollowing is an extract from Major- 
General Wellesley’s report of the siege of Gawilghur, dated 15th 
December : — 

‘‘ In the performance of this service all the good qualities of British 
troops have been conspicuous to a degree which I have seldom witnessed. 
In bringing on their ordnance and stores to the point of attack, tlie 
trooi^s of Colonel Stevenson’s division x>e?formed the most laborious 



1803. -work with a zeal for the serriee, and patience and perseverance never 
siii‘passf*tl ; and when opposed to the enemy their conduct sliowed the 
same .callant spirit that has ca,rried the British troops through so many 
difficulties in the course of this war.” 

'' Captain Heitland of the Pioneers and Captain Johnson of the 
Bombay Engineers are also entitled to my acknowledgments. 

The tTO latter were sent from my division to assist Colonel 
StevensonT 

For this campaign, the Honour “ Assayb’" was granted to the Corps. 

Operations in Cuttack, 1 803 —A force of nearly 5000 men 
moved ill September 1803, under Lt. Colonel Harcourt, the Military 
Secretary to the Governor Genera), to occupy the mountainous district 
of Cuttack, and a detachment of Pioneers under Lt. Sheppard, M.E., 
formed part of this force. Marching on the 8th, ^ Alimadpur, was 
reached on 24tii after experiencing great difficulties owing to the 
inundated state of the country, whilst the advanced guard was frequently 
annoyed by the enemy. Vigorous resistance was met at Mukundpur on 
4th October, and on the 14th the fort of Barbatti about 1 mile from 
Cuttack was taken by storm, the capture of this fort being followed by 
the submission of the whole province. 

The Government had not approved of tlie appointment of Lieut. 
Sheppard to command the detachment of Pioneers, but it was confirmed 
after Colonel Harcourt had submitted the following letter on 22nd 
October:-— 

Upon my honour that the services I have experienced from the 
Pioneers under the zealous and efficient exertions of Lieut. Sheppard 
have greatly contributed to my early success in this province. Without 
the Pioneers under an active superior officep, I do not think it would have 
been practicable for me to have brought up the 12 prs. and my heavy 
stores ; and as yet I have much need of the continuance of their services 
in bringing up the remainder of the heavy guns, and in attending 
the detachments it will he necessary to send out to completely settle 
the country. I intend to employ the Pioneers in opening a direct 
coimnunication with the Barahmahai pass where I intend to establish 
a ]>OBt to command the pass, it being the only practicable road from 
Nagpur, etc., to Cuttack.” 

Operations in the Wynaad I803.~--In December 1803, the 
2nd Battalion of the Pioneers served with a force under Colonel John 
Montresor in the Wynaad ; between the 9th and 15th of that month 
there were various small engagements at Cliunveratta, Nacluvenaad, 
and Chavacheri, one Pioneer being wounded. 

I80t. Operations in Uavadi Hills and Chittur, 1 804=05.— In 
August ^ 1804, the same battalion was employed under Lieut. Col. 
Barley in an attack on the Pollams of Polur Droog, among the Javadi 
hills, when t he Pioneers lost one killed and one wounded. They were also 
present at the capture of the fort of Bimjari on 27tli August. In 
December of the same yeap they were engaged with a detachment under 
Lieut. Col. Moneypenny against the Poligars of Chittur, which lasted 
till March 1805. 

Provision for the families of the Native soldiery killed 

m action."”On the 3rd September 1804, Government determined tliat 
provision should be made for the families of native officers and soldiers 
killed m action, and the following order was issued accordingly : — 

^ ‘'Ist. The half pay of his rank shall be allowed to the nearest 
heir of every native officer and soldier of Cavalry, Infantry, Pioneers, 
and Gun Lascars who has died in battle, or in consequence of wounds 
received during the late war against the Mahratta con^pderares. 



^^2nd. In cases where the families of the deceased nfficers and 
^ald'a/rs may consist onh" of women and aged persons^ tlie |n-o\asiori 
^lall be coiitiriued during the life of the nearest heir of tin^ faniily. ’ 

Operations against Chandore and Oalnah “-200 Pioneers 
were with the Peishwa’s subsidiary force under the command of Lieut. 

Col. Wallace, and were engaged in the reduction of the hill forts of 
Chandore and Galnah on 10th and 26th October 1804. 

On 22nd Jaiiuaiy 1805, Captain Bagsliaw was appointed to the i805. 
command of the 1st Battalion of Pioneers vice Captain Heitlancl. 

Operations in Khandeish and Berar. — In P’ebruary 1805, a 
brigade under Lieut. Cob Colinan, of which a detachment of Pioneers 
formed a part, was sent from H 5 ^derabad to join the Poona Subsidiary 
Force under Colonel Wallace at Ahmadnagar. A detachment was 
also employed during this year on field service with Colonel Doveton’s 
Force in Khandeish and in Berar. 

In January 1806, Captain Bagsliaw asked that the sick with him iso6. 
might have field allowances, in consideration of their having sufiered 
much in Kotiote and WynaacI ; a short time before this a detachment 
of the 1st Pioneers, 1 12 strong were ordered to march into the \¥ynaad 
to join Lieut. Blakiston to furnish all the posts and buildings required 
ill Wynaad ; so as to give him at ail times 300 for duty. Whilst in the 
W^ynaad, Lieut. Blakiston was detailed to command one of three colLimns 
that were to endeavour to seize one of the prescribed rebels. 

On the 1 !th March 1806, the following G.O.G. was issued : — 

The Bight Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
direct that the Corps of Pioneers attached to the army under this 
Presidency, in consequence of the laborious duties which this eoips is 
frequently called upon to execute, shall at all times be considerecl 
entitled to the following allowances, viz .-—The European officers to the 
difference between their half and full batta, the European non- 
commissioned officers to their net dry batta according to the 
regulations, and the Native commissioned, non-commissioned, and 
privates to the full batta of their ranks I'espectively.” 

Up to April 1808, one company of Pioneers had remained under 
the orders of Colonel Wallace at Poona, but on 5tli of that month the 
company was directed to march with three battalions of Infantry 
Harihar to Chitaldroog, where they would receive further orders from 
Head Quarters. 

In June 1806, it was decided that Captains commanding battalions 
of Pioneers should draw the batta of a Major, but they were to cease 
to draw the additional pay of Pioneer officers. 

War in Travancore^ 1809 .— Owing to an insiiiTection in i809. 
Travancore at the end of December 1808, four columns were detailed 
for field service there. Lieut.-Colonel A. St, Leger, of the 6tli Madras 
Light Cavalry, was placed in command of a force of ail arms, wliieli 
was to advance from the east, and 400 Pioneers under Captain Smith- 
waite, with Lieuts. Bertram and Patterson accompanied this force. 

The column moved from Trichinopoly Palam cotta, and on the 6th 
February took up a position within five miles of the Aranibuli Lines. 

These formed the northern portion of the Ti'avancore Lines which 
extended from Cape Comorin to the range of bills that separates 
Travancore from Madras. It was decided to attack the southern of 
tiie two redoubts covering the entrance through the Arambulx Lines, 
and the hill was ascended by night and the wall actually escaladed . 
before the enemy discovered the attack, although it had taken six 
hours hard scrambling to get up the hill before the foot of the wall 
was reaclr^d. Lieut. Bertram with a detachment of Pioneers ac- 
companied the ^scalading party, and also ^oniied a part of the storming 



im. party, wliieh imroediaiely afterwards stormed the main lines; the 
eiieiny tiion abandoried the northern redoubt, and the force camped 
two rniles beyond the Aram buli gate. This service was acknowledged 
by Government in the following order:-— 

Fort Bt. George, 16th February 1809.—^* The Honourable the 
Governor in Council has the greatest satisfaction in publishing in 
General Orders the following extracts of letters received from the 
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, announeing the decisive and 
distinguished success wliicli attended the storm of the lines of 

Travaiicore by the troops under the command of that officer : — 

# ' # ^ M 

'‘It is impossible for me to convey in language sufficiently strong 
the obligations I feel under to the personal exertions of Major Welsh, 
coiiimanding 3rd Regiment Native Infantry, and the detachment for 
escalade under his command.” 

. ^ ^ ^ ^ 


'‘I feel it a duty Imwe (from the report of Major Welsh) to the 
Pioneers who accompanied him, to express my entire approbation of 
their eonduct, and that of Lieutenant Bertram who commanded 
them.” 

“ The Governor in Council considers the execution of the above 
service to reflect equal honor on the judgment with it was planned, 
and on the signal zeal and bravery with which it was carried 
into effect. The Governor in Council accordingly conveys to the 
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger the expression of his warmest 
approbation and thanks, and LieutenanGColonel St. Leger is request- 
ed to make known to the officers and troops under his command, 
particularly to Major Welsh, who gallantly and ably conducted the 
})arty employed in the assault, and to the other officers mentioned by 
Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, the sentiments of cordial approbation 
due to their meritorious conduct.” 

The Pioneers were employed to destroy the works on both sides 
of the gate of the Arambuli Lines, but the gate and its immediate 
defences were left as a post to cover the communications. 

On 17th February the column advanced into Travancore, and 
six miles further on found 6000 of the enemy in a strong position ; but 
they were soon routed with the loss of nine guns, and the force took 
p;)ssession of the fortified villages of Eotar and Nagarkoyil, and 
eiicamped four miles beyond the latter. One company of Pioneers was 
^^d Lieutenant Patterson in command of this 
company was thanked for his services. 

1 he following is an extract from Colonel St. Leger’s report on the 
occasion : — 


r lines were attacked^ at daylight under a heavy fire from 
the biitteiy, and mmi guns which opened in all directions, and were 
pilaiitly caraed a sharp action. The village, which is one of the 
largest anci 1 fiave seen in India, was completely scoured, and 

tlie enemy forced to retr^t in great confusion, protected in a great 
measure by the strength of the country in their rear. ' 

\r sufficiently dwell on the judgment displayed by Lieut.- 

the form of attack, and gallantry of its execution, 

detachment under Ins command.” 

^ Oolonel St. Leg^er then marched to Trivandram, but met no further 
IhewtemliTed effected with the otlier columns, and 

In Ma^ ...8(>9 the follow'ing complimentary order was issued 
regarding the coaduet of a idadras force assembled atrBt^mbay under 
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the orders of Brigadier -General Sir John Malcolm for an intended isos. 
expedition to the Persian Gulf : — 

Fort St. George, 20th May 1809. — “The Honourable the Governor ■ 
in Coimcil has much satisfaction in publishing to the Army of this 
Presidency the following letter from Brigadier-General Malcolm j, late 
Envoy to the Court of Persia, containing an honourable testimony of 
the conduct of the officers and men belonging to this establishment, 
coinposing part of the force lately assembled at Bombay under the 
Brigadier's command — * 

‘‘ To the Honourable Sir George Barlow, 

Governor in Council, 

Port St. George. 

‘^Sir, — I consider it an act of justice towards the different details 
of this Presidency which composed part of the force assembled under 
my orders at Bombay, to report their meritorious and exemplary 
conduct during their stay on that Island. 

These details amounted to near 1,000 men, and the officers with 
them were about 50, and it will, I trust, be considered as highly 
honourable to the character of the Coast Army, that during five months 
that this party of troops were encamped near the populous town 
of Bombay I had not one complaint against them from any officer 
of police, or from any of the authorities under Government, nor had 
I occasion to pass a censure on the conduct ol aii}^ one officer, 
or to notice the occurrence of the slightest difference or contention 
between any of the individuals of the detachment during the whole 
of that period. 

“ I trust I shall be pardoned stating the obligation I feel towards 
Major RuttSell, Captain Showers, Captain Poignand, and Captain 
J'itzpatriek,* wdio commanded the different details of Cavalry, Artillery, 

Horse Artillery, and Pioneers under my orders. 

^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) JOHN MALCOLM, 

Madhas, 19th May, 1809.” Brig.-Genl, 

“ In consideration of the expenses to which tlie troops above 
alluded to were exposed while under orders for foreign service at 
Bombay, the Governor in (founcil has been pleased to resolve that the 
officers and men of all the details, European and Native, and also the 
public followers, shall be allowed one month’s full batta after their 
arrival at their respective destinations, independently of that lo which 
they may be entitled for marching thither. 

“The Governor in Councib adverting to the alacrity with \vhich 
tlie several details composing the force proceeded on the service in 
(iuestion, has been pleased to confer upon the Native officers and 
soldiers HONORARY BADGES to be worn as a mark of distinGtion, and 
as a proof of the sense entertained by the Governor in Council of their 
attachment to the service, and of their meritorious conduct while 
absent from their own establishment.” 

In the month of June the establishment of each battalion of 
Pioneers was fixed at 700 Privates. 

Field Force in Berar. — In November the force assembled at 
Ashti under Colonel Barry Close for service in the Nagpore territories 
then invaded by Amir Khan, was formed into two Brigades of 
Ckivalry and tliree Brigades of Infantry; a body of Pioneers under 
Captain Bowes was attached. This force occupied Seronge in March 1810. 
3SIU, and remained in. the field until May, when Colonel Close 
returned to Hyderabad, leaving one brigade to watch the Berar 
frontier, and with this brigade one company of Pioneers remained. 

« ^Commanding three Comp^iies of Pioneers. 



1810. Expedition to Bourbon, 18 1 0.-E^rly in fe^yenr an expcdi- 

tioE ivas organised at Madras against the Island of Bourbeoj and on 
the 23rd Slarch, Major-General Gowdie commanding tlie army, 
reported to the Governor-General that the niiinber ot native troops 
who had volunteered amounted to about 7,000 men, bmng nearly 
three times the number required, and he at the same time recom- 
mended the officers and men, amongst whom ^ were Captain 
Smithwaite and the Pioneers, to favourable notice, in consequence 
of which the following order was issued 

Fort St. George, 6th April 1810.— '‘The Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council is happy to observe by the following 
extract from a letter from the Officer Cornmanding-in-Chief that tlie 
coriildeiice in the attachment and discipline of the Native Ainny under 
this Presidency, wfoich was manifested by the recent deternunatioii 
of the Government to employ a respectable detachment from it upon 
foreign service has been fully justified by the alacrity and ardour with 
which not only the troops selected for that duty, but several other corps, 
have volunteered for foreign service ; and His Lordship request s that 
Major-General Gowdie will convey to the whole of these troops the 
expression of his warm approbation of the zeal, fidelity, and military 
spirit by which their conduct has been distinguished on this important 
occasion. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council is happy 
to avail himself of this opportunity of expressing his fullest appro- 
bation of the meritorious and zealous exertions on this occasion of the 
officers whose names have been brought to his notice by Major-General 
Gowdie.'* 

On 8th May, a detachment of 200 Pioneers under Lieutenant 
Scouler embarked at Quilon as part of the expedition, and was present 
at the capitulation of St. Denis and the surrender of the Island of 
Bourbon on the 8th July. Lieutenant-Colonel Hastings Fraser com- 
manding the first brigade, in his report of the surrender, dated 9th 
July, mentions Lieutenant Scouler of the Pioneers as having rendered 
him the most essential service. 

Lieutenant Sconler’s detachment, and another that had left 
Madras in August under Lieutenant Swanston, were present at the 
surrender of Port Louis and the Isle de France on 2nd December. 
After ^ the capitulation, Lieutenant Swanston was appointed to make 
a military survey of the Island, including soundings of its harbours 
aiid coast. He finished this work in August 1812, and the Duke of 
\ork, at that time Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, re- 
commended him in the strongest manner to the Court of Directors. 

The force was thanked by the Governor-General in Council on 
11th February 1812, and the Madras Native Regiments received the 
Honour of " Bourbon,” but this was not conferred on the Pioneers, as 
only 200 of them were engaged in the operations on that Island. 

The^native troops which formed part of the expedition against tlie 
trench Islands in 1810, having returned to their Presidency early in 
1812, the following order was issued shortly after their arrival 

FortSt. George, 13th February 1812. ''The whole of the native 
troops employed in the late expedition against the Islands of Bourbon 
and Mauntias having returned to Fort St. George, the Honourable the 
Governor m Council performs a satisfactory part of his duty in request- 
ing that His Lxcellency the Commander-in-Chief will be pleased to 
convey to the several native corps and detachments which served at 
the conquest of those Islands, the public thanks of the Government 
101 the diacrity with which they embarked on that service, for the 
gaJantry which they displayed when opposed to the gnemy, and for 
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their uniform good conduct on all occasions during the period of their 1810. 
absence from the coast.” 

Revision of Establishment.—’nnder G.O.G. of 1 2th October 
1810, the establisliDient of a battalion- of Pioneers was fixed as 
follows : — 


rjiprahiS 

3 

Havildars 


24 

Siib'fj Items 

-t 

Pakbalis 

... 

9 

Assii^tant Surgeon 

1 

Naicks 

... 

2k 

Jernafiars 

8 

Privates 


700 

Sergeaiit-3Iai or ... 

1 





Attached to the Battalion. 



]\r a! s try-Bri cklay ers 

2 

Carpenters 


4 

Stone-cutters 

3 

Smiths 


4 

Sawyers ... 

3 

Hamme7’men 


4 

Oonicopolies 

2 

Bellow^s boys 


4 

Vakeel 

1 

Native Dressers 


2 

Maistry 

1 

Toties 


2 


The Rei'geants attached to battalions of Pioneers do not appear 
in this order, but they were apparently retained, as they are shewn in 
the tables of pay published in 1818. (page 29). 


Expedition to Java, 1811 .— On 18th April, 300 men under isil. 
Captain T. Smithwaite, with Captain R. McCraith, Lieuts. Shep- 
herd and Stuart, and Ensign McLeod sailed from Madras with the ex- 
pedition against Java ; they reached Penang on 18th May, and sailing 
again on 24th reached Malacca on 1st June, and the coast of Java on 
4th August, and the landing commenced that day in the Maroude River. 

The expedition was under the command of Sir S. Auchmuty, and 
comprised 5344 Europeans and 6616 Natives, but of these 1200 had 
been left sick at Malacca and 1500 more were sick when they landed 
in Java ; by the evening of the 4th all the Infantry and their guns had 
landed, and advanced posts were pushed out two miles, one line facing 
Batavia, and one facing Cornells. The Pioneers were present at the 
action near Wettervreden on 11th August, and Colonel Gillespie said 
in his despatch on this action : — 

I have also to thank x x x and Captains vSniitliwaite and 
McCraith of the Madras Pioneers for their support during the affair.” 

They were also engaged at the siege of Cornelis from 14th to 26th 
August; Lieut. Shepherd was killed and Ensign McLeod mortally 
wounded on 22nd August, when the enemy made a sortie. In the 
assault on 26th, four columns were detailed to attack, the rifle company 
of H.M. 14th led the 1st column, followed by a detachment of Pioneers 
under Captain Smithwaite, and the 4tb column was headed by a 
detachment of Pioneers. In this assault, the enemy who numbered 
13,000, lost 1 ,500 killed, and 6,000 wounded and prisoners, our loss being 
only 643. 280 guns were captured in the fort of Cornelis. 200 Pioneers 
w^ere also present at the action at Tattoo on 12th September, which 
resulted in the submission of the island. 

On the conclusion of the war, a detachment was left in Java under 
the command of Lieut. Stuart. Of them, the Commanderdn-Chief in 
Java reported that he had “ equal pleasure in recording his sense of 
the conduct of the detachment commanded by Lieut. Stuart, who ha^'-e 
been uniformly distinguished by a zeal and steadiness and patient 
enduring mider tr 3 dng circumstances, which have rendered tlieir ser- 
vices eminently useful, and themselves deserving of particular regard 
and consideration.” « 

’Wheji t]:iis detachment left for Madras, four N.C.O.^s remained in 
Java to assist in forming a Colonial Corps of Pioneers. 
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The following is a copy of the order of the Commander-in-Chief 
conveying to the troops the thanks of His Hoyal Highness the Iiiiice 
Reffeiit for their services during the expedition 

Head Quarters, Choultry Plain, 23rd May 1812. “ Lieutenant- 

General Sir Samuel Auchmuty has it in^ command from His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent to convey in Public Orders, and in the 
strongest terms, to the troops who achieved the conquest of Java, 
iiis Royal Highness’ approbation of the distinguished gallantry 
and spirit displayed by them during a succession of the most brilliant 
operations, and in particular on the 26th August, when the enemy’s 
entrenchments were assaulted and carried, and their army defeated and 


destroyed. 

III communicating so gratifying an acknowledgment of their 
valuable services, the Lieutenant-General is convinced that the army 
it was his good fortune to command will justly appreciate the distin- 
guished honour confened on them by His Royal Highness’ gracious 
approbation. 

The marks of Royal approbation bestowed on their leaders are a 
source of pride and gratification to every rank in well-conducted armies. 
With this imp>ression the Lieutenant-General cannot refuse the 
assailants at Corneiis the satisfaction of knowing that His Royal Higii- 
ness the Prince Regent has graciously announced his intention or 
bestowing medals on the superior officers of His Majesty’s and the 
Honourable Company’s Forces who distinguished themselves on the 
memorable service.” 


1812. Operations in the Southern Mahratta Country, 1 8 1 Z.—Tn 
Augufct 1812, a force was assembled at Rellary under Lieut.-Col. 
Dowse, {who had previously commanded the Pioneers), for field service 
in the Southern Mahratta country, consisting of a detachment of Artil- 
lery, the 1st Battalion H-M. 56th Regiment, 1 st Battalion 22nd Regiment 
Native Infantry, 1st Battalion 24th Regiment Native Infantry, and a 
detachment of Pioneers, This force continued in the field until May 
1814, when it returned into the Madras Presidency with the thanks of 
the Resident at Poona, and the approbation of the Governor-General in 
Council conveyed in a letter dated Fort William, 20th May 1814, 

1813. Recruit and Pension Boys attached to the Battalions 
of Pioneers.— Under G.O.G. of the 23rd February 1813, new regula- 
tions for the Recruit establishments attached to corps were published, 
and on that occasion Recruit and Pension Boys appear to have been 
allowed to the corps of Pioneers for the first time. The number fixed 
fi)r each battalion was 30 Recruit and 30 Pension Boys, who were to 
be entertained in conformity with the following rules 

Recruit Boys were to be chosen from the sons or near relatives of 
old soldiers ; they were not to be entertained under the age of eleven 
years, and if not fit for transfer to the ranks at the ase of eighteen they 
were to be discharged. Their pay was fixed at one Star Pagoda (about 
seven shillings) per mensem, until dismissed from drill and fit to take 
their tour of common duties, when they were to be transferred to the 
effective establishment of the corps to which they belonged, and were 
entitled from that time to the pay, clothing, and all other aliowanei's 
ot effective soldiers. 

Pension Boys were admissible at any age. They were to be 
selected from among the sons of deceased native officers and soldiers 
but in the absence of any children of that description, thtri the sons of 
native officers and soldiers who might have large families without 
adequate means of maintaining them were to be considered eljo-ible 
Pensioned boys on attaining the age of eleven years were, 4f fit, to be 
transferred to the establislmeut of Recruit Boys, and if net fit fur sucli 
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transfer at the age: of 14 years, then to be discliargecl. The pay of 1813^ 
Pension Boys was the same as that of the Eecrait Boys. 

Revision of the establishment of European Officers.-— 
Under G.OXt. of the 3rd November 1813 the establishment of European 
officers fixed in October 1810 for a battalion of Pioneers of eight 
companies was revised, and ordered to consist of two Captains, six 
Subalterns, and one Assistant Surgeon. 

In December 1814 an Adjutant was allowed for each battalion of 1814 . 
Pioneers, and these appointments having been conferred on Subal- 
terns serving with the corps, an additional Subaltern was posted to 
each battalion. 

During the same month a strong body of Pioneers, was attached 
to a force assembled under Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson for service 
ill Ceylon, but the rebellion in that Island having been suppressed 
b^^fore the embarkation of the force, it was broken up in January 1815. 

Early in 1815 two companies were employed with the Hyderabad 1815. 
Subsidiary Force under Colonel Doveton, then in advance near 
Eilichpoor. An army of reserve, to which a body of Pioneers was 
attached, was formed at this time, and the Commander-in»Chiet 
assumed command of it on the 31st March, but the force was broken 
up on the 25th April, being no longer required. 

Operations against Kurnooj.-— In November a body of 
Pioneers was attached .to the force assembled at Gooty under 
Colonel Marriott for service in Kurnool, and was present at the 
surrender of the fort at the town of that name on the loth 
December. The force was broken up in June 1816, and an ordinary 1B16. 
garrison left in occupation of the district, on which occasion the 
following order was issued : — 

Fort St. George, 29th June 18] 6. — ‘‘ The Governor in Council takes 
the occasion of breaking up the force assembled for field service in 
Kurnool to publish in General Orders his entire satisfaction with the 
zeal and ability manifested by Colonel Marriott in all the operations of 
his late important charge. The exemplary conduct in every respect of 
the officers and soldiers who served under ips command is also entitled 
to high commendation.” 

The garrison remained in Kurnool until April 1817, when the 
British troops were withdrawn from that territory. 

Second Flahratta V/ar, 1 51 7-^19.— When the Mahratta war 1817. 
broke out in 1817, 400 Pioneers \yere attached to tlie first division of 
the army of the Deccan under the personal command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Tfiomas Hislop, Coramauder-iii-Ohief, 400 to the second 
division under Brigadier-General Doveton, and 400 to the reserve 
division commanded by Brigadier-General Thomas iVIunro, 

Tim officers engaged were : — Capt. T. Sraithwaite, Captain 
R. McCraith, Lieuts. Bevan, J. W. Nattes, and T. Davies. 

Half of the first battalion rnarched from vSecunderabad at the 
etid of August 1817 with other troops to join the 1st division; on 2otli 
September the other half battalion moved with other troops by way of 
Adjanta to Ghangdeo, to establish a crossing at the junction of The 
Puniah and the Tapti. On 23rd October the” H.Q. and three compaiiios 
of the second battalion moved from i^efiary to join the Deccan Reserve, 
and by November all three parties had joined the forces to which they 
were allotted. 

The Pioneers were present at the actions and sieges specified below, 
viz : Brigadier-General Lionel Smith’s action at the Yelloura Ford neAir 
Pooijia on*tiie Ibtii November 1817, where one Havildar and four 
Priva.tes were \wunded. " 



1817. j\.o linttlo hffore the city of Nagpore on the 16th f^eecmbeiv and 
ihu df-v of that place from the i9tli to the 30th idem, when it capitu- 
L‘ii f ‘J. ' ( )]ic Jomadar and seven Privates were wounded during the siege, 
I )urii]i^ these last operations, an advance Was being carried out 
almig fh,“]Tiind oftiie Juma Talao, and the advance was soriiewhat 
d^ Iaved owiiig to the Pioneers, who could not be brought foi ward with 
matprials to complete it, until the European Sappers and Miners liad 
ontiviichcd themselves. With regard to this incident, Lake in his 
“Sieges of the Madras Army” says:— “This is the only inshuice of 
misbeliavioiir of the Aladras Pioneers, who have long been distinguish- 
ed for their cool steady bravery; and on one or two trying occasions 
on which 1 had myself an opportunity of seeing them emplojujd, tlioy 
have sustained that character in a way that could not be surpassed ]>y 
any troops in the world. The present case can only be accoiinted for 
by supposing that they were new to their work, unpractised, and 
unaccustomed to the Engineer officers under whom they were 
employed.” 

Extract from despatches, G.O.C.C. dated 22nd December, 1817. 
Des]>atch by General Doveton. 

“ T avail myself of this opportunity also of bringing to His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief’s notice the exemplary conduct and 
exertions of the Corps of Sappers and Miners daring the several opera- 
tions against Nagpore. Had it not been for the uncommon exertions 
of Lieuts. Davies and Nattes, and of the men of this corps, we should 
nevf/r have been able to carry on our approaches in the rapid manner 
they were. Their consequent fatigue and exertions were therefore 
proportionately great, and piwe to my entire conviction tiiat this 
})articular arm only requires an adecfuate increase to render the most 
essential service to the public interest.” 

The battle of Mahidpore on 21st December. 

Their services on this occasion were acknowledged in G.O.C.C. 
dated 22nd December, 1817, as follows 

“The conduct of the Pioneers under Captain McCraith was highly 
meritorious, and essentially useful.’' 

A complimentary order was also issued by the Governor-General 
dated Camp at Oochar, 1st January 1818. 

Tlie relief of the fort at Nowlgond in December, by that part of 
the reserve division under the immediate command of Brigadier 
Thomas Munro, and the capture of the forts at Gadag, Dunimul, and 
1818 . Hubli by the same officer in January 1818. 

The assault and capture of the fortress of Badami on the 17tli 
February by the same officer, on which occasion the conduct of the 
Pioneers was thus favorably noticed by the Commander-in-Chief 

Head Quarters of the Army of the Deccan, Camp at Bijapiir, 
knday, 13tli March, ^18 1 8,--.“ The expression of His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Ghiefs approbation and applause is also due to 
. ^ detachment of Madras Pioneers, for the 

admirable spirit and coolness they evinced in the attack.” 

The assault on the fort at Talnair on the 27tli February by the 
division under General Hislop, from whose order on the occasion tiio 
loiiowmg IS an extract : — 

“ TJie conduct of the Pioneers during the whole of their arduous 
duties in tiie attack of yesterday was such as to call forth the highest 
a probation of the Commander-in-Ghief, and His Excellency offers 
to tap tain MeCraith, eommanding the Pioneers, his warmest acknow- 
ledpnents for his own distinguished and exemplary conduct, as well 
as to the whole of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
of the corps.” 
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The capture of Singliur on 2nd March 1818 by the detachment 
under Brigadier- General Pritzler, which was thus acknowledged in 
General Orders by the Commander-in-Chief :• — ^ 

The fort of Singhur having surrendered to Brigadier-CTeiieral 
Pritzler's detachment on the 2nd instant, His Excellency the 
Cuminaiider-in-Chief congratulates that officer and the gallant troops 
under his conirnand on the possession of so strong a fortress with so 
little loss. 

^ , 

The conduct of the Artillery, Pioneers, and troops in general was 
highly praiseworthy, and the Commander- in- Chief notices with much 
satisfaction the commendation which Brigadier-General Pritzler has 
bestowed on them for their zeal and cheerfulness on ail occasions.” 

The surrender of the forts of Jeypur, Vizirghar, and Piirandar 
to the detachment under the same officer on the 12th, 15th, and 16tii 
March respectively. 

The surrender of Gokauk on the 9th March to the detachment of 
the reserve division under Brigadier- General Miinro, and the siege of 
the fort of Belaum by the same detachment from the 20th March to 
the 10th April, on which day it capitulated. 

The reduction of Wasota on the 7th April by Brigadier-General 
PritzIePs detachment, which rejoined General Miinro on the 22nd idem. 

The capture of the hill fort of Unkye-Tunkye on tlie 3rd April, the 
siege at liajdair on the 11th and 12th idem, and that of Trinibak on 
tlie 2Brd and 24th, on the fall of which last-mentioned place, seventeen 
other hill forts in Khandeish surrendered without resistance. 

The assault and capture of the pettah at Sholapore by the reseiwe 
division on the 10th May, and the siege operations at the same place 
from the 12th aud to the 15th idem, when the garrison hi the fort 
capitulated. 

The surrender of Paughur to the same division on the 8th 
August, by which the reduction of the territories of the Peishwa was 
completed. 

The siege of Chanda by the Nerbada division under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Adams, C.B., from the 10th to the 20tli May, on which day 
the place ivas stormed and carried. The following is an extract from 
the order issued on the occasion by the Governor*:General, dated at 
Goruckpore, 18th June 1818 : — 

Lieutenant-Coionei Scot^ of the Madras establishment, who 
guided tlie assault, displayed a courage no less calmly capable of 
perceiving and secuiung every advantage than it was brilliant. His 
success demonstrates how judiciously his valour was applied. Pie 
appears to have been worthily supported by the intrepidity of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Popham and Captain Brook, who led the right 
and left columns of attack. In noticing this part of the day’s 
achievement, the Governor-General should hot forget the animated 
exertions of Lieutenants Bevant and Fell,t commanding the Pioneers.” 

The following is an extract from G.O.C.C. dated 1st September 
1818 . 

Ills Exeelleney in detailing the names of x x x and Lieutenant 
Bevan of the Pioneers, and the corps to which they belong, is 
actuated by a desire to proclaim the honor they have acquired in 


* Majoi'-G»ii. SirK Scot, K.c.n. j t Madras Pioneers, | | Bengal Pioneers. 



1818-, tlie same orders that have commemorated the triumphs of their 
brotlie.r officers and soldiers.’* 

The siese of the fort at Malligaum by the force tinder Lieutenant- 
Colonel A.'^McDowali from the 8th M'ay to the bltli Jane, when 
the irarrison surrendered. An attempt was made to carry the place by 
assault on the 29th May, but the breach was found impractiea.bie. 
Lieiiumant Kattes, of the Engineers, was mortally wounded after 
Iiaviim mounted the breach at the head of the storm iiig party. 
Lieutmiant Davies and three Privates of the Pioneers were killed, a,iul 
one Havildar, one Pakiiali, one Naick, and J2 Privates waiunded. 

The surrender of the fort at Amulnair on the jlOth NovendH^r, 
to the detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel S. Huskisson, 

67tii Foot. 

1S19. A detachment of Pioneers was present at the siege of Jilpi Amnair 
from 6tli to 11th January 1819, and the following is an extract from the 
orders by General Doveton 

“ The Lieut.-Colonel having also brought to notice of tlie Brigaditw- 
General the indefatigable zeal and activity displayed by Captain 
MeCraith of the Pioneers, not only before Jilpi Armiair itself, but also 
in preparing so excellent a road for the guns thimigh the Dul Ghat, 
X x X lie will have much pleasure in making his consequent report to 
superior authority.” 

Seventy Pioneers took part in the siege of Nowa, from Stli to 31st 
January, on wliieli latter date the fort was stormed. 

A detachment was present at the assault of the outwork at 
Bari in the Sawant AVari country on the 13th B'ebruary by tlie 
force under Major-General Sir W. Grant Keir, on which occasion 
one Private was killed and one wounded. 

Detachments were also present at the two sieges with which 
the war may be said to have terminated, viz : those of Asirghur and 
Kopaldroog. The siege of Asirghur commenced on the 17th March, 
and ended on the 9th April 1819. The pettah was carried by assault 
on the 18th March and preparations were made tor storming the lower 
fort on the 29th, but it was evacuated during the night. Tlie 
garrison of the upper fort surrendered on the 8th April, and the 
place was taken possession of the next day. One Havildar and 15 
rank and file of the Pioneers were wounded during the operations. 

In General Doveton’s despatch after the capture of Asirghur, the 
following occurs : — 

“ The unceasing fatigue and uncommon exertions of the Corps of 
Pioneers, so cheerfully and unremittingly displayed, entitle Captain 
McCraith to the Brigadier-General’s warmest thanks.” 

• 1 Kopaldroog commenced on the 

night of the 8th May. Ihe lower forts surrendered on the 11th and 
the uppm* fort was carried by assault on the 13th idem. Two Privates 
were killed and seven wounded out of 200 present. 

General Pritzler reported To Capt. Smithwaite and the Pioneers 
to a^heavy fire unwearied exertions, constantly exposed 

and “ MAHrokfi”” received the Honours “Naopue’' 


1818. 


Establishment of a new currency. — In January 1818 the 
euirency ot the Presidency was changed from pagodas, fanams, 
and cash, to rupees annas, and pice, and new tables of pay and 
ahowanees were fixed for the several branches of the army. Those 
relating to the Corps of Pioneers are given below ; — >■ 
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Table of Pay to the IToxourable Compaxy’s Native Pioneers. 



1 

Day. 

30 Bays. 

31 Days. 

Non-efreetive 

Stafi: 

Allowaiiee 

pc^r 

meiiseriL 



HS. 

A. 

P. 

BS. 

A. 

P. 



RS. 

A. 

P. 

Ser.ifeaQt ... 

1 

2 

8 

3.D 

0 

0 


Serffeaii t-Ma=ior 

14 

0 

0 

t ].st Gl;i..ss 

1 

6 

4 

42 

0 

0 

? . 

Pay Havildar. 

1 

13 

10 

! Jemadar ...^ 2ud do. 

1 

i) 

9 

31 

s 

0 

i i ^ 





j ? 3rd do. ... 1 

1) 

13 

0 

24 

s 

0 


Stationery for i 

9 

5 

4 

1 Havildar... 

0 

5 

7 

hi 

s 

0 

1 c o 

eacli company, j 




j 'Naiek 

0 

4 

S 

8 

12 

0 

1 ^ 

j 




Fioucer ... 

a 

4 

! 2 1 

■ 7 

13 1 

i 1 


1 




1 Vakeel 

0 

11 

2 i 

1 21 : 

0 1 

! 0 

t 2 





FakliaJi 

0 : 

1 ^ ^ 

8 1 

! 20 1 

' i 

! 11 j 

I i 

\ Id 

1 S 

1 





Table of Batta to Pioneers. 



1 Da5N 

30 Days. 

31 Day 




ES. 

A. 

P. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

Jemadars, 1st, 2Dd, or 3rd Class ... 

0 

3 

8 

7 

0 

0 

7 

3 

i 8 

Havildar or Nidek ... 

0 

1 

20 

3 

8 

0 

3 

9 

I 10 

Pioneer 

0 

2 

2 

2 

5 

4 

2 

8 

3 

Vakeel 

0 

7 

5 

H 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

Fakhali ... 

0 

2 

5 

' 4 

10 

8 1 

4 


1 


T.able op Pay to Invalided and I’ensioned Pioneei{s. 





Invalids. 



Pensioners. 




Day. 

; 

1 Month. 


Day. 

Month. 


RS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. 

A. 

P. 

RS. 

A. 

P. 

RS. 

A. 

P. 

( 1st Class 

1 

<1 

4 

42 

0 

0 

0 

11 

2 

21 

0 

0 

Jemadar ...-J 2nd do. 

(3rd do 

1 

0 

9 

31 

8 

0 

0 i 

8 

4 

15 

12 

0 

0 

13 

0 

24 

8 

0 

0 

6 

0 

12 

4 

0 

Havildar 

0 

5 

9 

10 

8 

0 

0 

3 

2 

f> 

15 

4 

Naiek 

0 

4 

8 

8 

12 

0 

s 0 

2 

9 

5 

4 

0 

Pioneer 

0 

4 

2 

1 7 

13 

0 

0 

2 

I 

3 

14 

8 


G.O.G. date<i 24-3-1818, ordered the formation, of a Corps of 
Sappers and Miners, consisting of one European and two Native 
companies to be officered from the Engineers, but the actual strength 
of the Corps never exceeded 50 Europeans, and 32 Natives, and it 
was disbanded in May 1821. 


Revision of Establishment. — The establishment of each 
battalion of Pioneers was again revised during the year 1818 and fixed 
as follows : — 


Captains ... 

Lieutenants ... 

Ensign 
Adjutant 

Assistant Surgeon 
Sergeant-Major ... 


2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 


J emadars 

Havildars 

Pakhalis 

E’aicks 

Privates 


8 

24 

8 

2-j: 

700 


Eecruit Boys 
Pension Boys 
Ssative Dressers ... 
Yakeei 
Oonieopolies 
Maistry 

Do. Bricklayer.^ 


Attached to the Battalion. 


3D 

30 

1 

2 

1 

2 


Stone-cuttex’s 

Carpenters 

Bmiths 

Hammex'meii 

Bellows Boys 

Pakhalis 

Toties 



1818. 






1819. 


1821. 


1821. 


Suspension of recruiting for the Pioneers.— Soon aftu the 

termination of the Mahratta war, recruiting for the Corps of Iioneers 
was suspended, and the battalions consequently fell considerably below 
their proper strength j but early in 1821, on the ^strong reconniienciatioii 
of Sir Thomas Munro for the reasons assigned in the follow iiig M.iiiute, 
the Government resolved to keep the Corps complete: ^ 

Minute by Sir Thomas Munro, dated 30th January, 1821. “ The 
report of the Quartermaster-General, dated the IStli instant, exhibits 
in so clear and forcible a manner the useful services of the Corps of 
Pioneers, and the inconvenience that must result from any diminution 
of its strength, that I have no hesitation in recommending to the Board 
that the order for suspending the recruiting of that Corps be withdrawn, 
and it be kept complete. 

It will he seen from the distribution statement transmitted by the 
Quartermaster-General that the greater part of the Pioneers are 
employed under the orders of the Supreme Government with the 
different subsidiary forces in advance, and that within our own frontier 
we have only two companies, the whole of which with the exception of 
the small party doing duty in the eantomiient of Bangalore, are 
employed in opening the Periah Ghat between Mysore and Malabar. 

We have no inland navigation, and the only communication 
therefore between tlie coast and the interior, w'hether for military or 
commercial purposes, are the different passes, which are at all times 
difficult and often impassable from want of timely repair. Had we no 
use for Pioneers with our armies, it would still be necessary to keep 
them up in order to repair these passes as public works essential to the 
trade of the country, for if we did not, we should be obliged to liave 
recourse to common labourers, who, from their want of skill, would be 
much more expensive. But the services of the Pioneers are applicable 
not only to the important w'orks of opening and repairing jiasses, but to 
the construction of roofs and temporary buildings at all our military 
stations, which would otherwise be executed at a greater expense by the 
Engineer Department. The Pioneers are at all times productive 
labourers. They are never idle, and as the work on which tliey are 
usually engaged could not be executed so cheaply by any other class of 
labourers, there would be no economy in reducing their number. The 
communications must be kept open between the countries on the east 
and west coast and those above the ghats; and if we have not 
Pioneers, it must be done by common labourers and the lower class of 
cultivators drawn together from a distance, and most frequently by 
compulsion, to work among unhealthy jungles where many of them 
lose their lives, and where their labour after all is much more expensive 
from their want of the necessary skill than that of Pioneers. Con- 
siderations therefore of humanity, as well as of economy urge the 
propriety of maintaining the Pioneer Corps at their full establishment.” 

(Signed) THOMAS MUNRO. 

The Board concur in the opinion of the President on the useful 
services of the Corps of Pioneers, and on the inconvenience which would 
result from any diminution of its strength. 

Resolved accordingly that the recruiting of the Pioneers which 
was suspended on the 17th July 1819, be continued, and that the Corps 
be kept complete. 

Rrst war in Burmah, 1 824.26.~Earlv in 1824, war was 
declared against the Government of Ava. the Government of India 
ueeiding to aet mainly on the defensive on the Assam frontier, whilst 
an expedition under Sir A. Cambelf, k.c.b., with both Madras and 
Bengal troops proceeded to Rangoon. Tlie 1st Battalion of Pioneers 
sailed from Madras on 16th April, with the first division of the 
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Madras troops, its strength being o52 of all ranks 

Tiie officers were Captain W. Milne, (Commanding 1824). Captain 
Crow^e, (Coniniaiicling 1825-26). Captain F. Wheeler, (wounded). Captain 
Moiicrieffe, (wounded). Lieut. J. Marcartney, (wounded). Lieut, and 
xVdjiitant J. A. Campbell, (wounded twice). Lieut. J. Smith, (wounded). 
Ensign McLeod, (wounded). 

The Madras and Bengal forces concentrated at Port Cornwallis in 
the Andamans, and leaving there on 5th May, commenced to land at 
Rangoon on 1 0th May, meeting only slight opposition. 

the spirit by which this battalion, in common with the rest of the 
Madras Native Army tvas actuated, w^as brought to the notice of the 
Govenior-General by Sir Tlioinas Munro in a letter dated 25th May 
1824, from which the following is an extract ; — 

We have got the Pioneers, whom I did not expect so soon ; they 
have been enabled to join only by very extraordinary exertion. A 
detachment of them from the neigh'bouidiood of Hyderabad hasmarch- 
ed at the rate of 25 miles daily for 15 days, without a halt, at the 
hottest time of the year. Our sepoy battalions have embarked without 
a man being absent. Their conduct has been highly meritorious ; no 
European coiiid have evinced more readiness to go on foreign service 
than they have done.'’ 

The battalion was engaged in the attack on the fortified camp and 
stockades at Kemmendine on the 10th and 11th June, and at the 
capture of the stockades near Daliah on the Sth July, when three were 
taken by the column under the immediate command of Sir Archibald 
Campl^ell, and seven by that under Brigadier- General McBean. These 
last were all taken by escalade, the Pioneers being very forward 
throughout, and advancing to place the ladders against the second 
large stockade without ^vaiting for a covering party. 

A party was employed with the detachment under Lieut.-Col. 
Kelly of tlie Madras^ Eiiropean Regiment, by which two stockades in 
the Daliah creek were taken on the Sth August. 

On the 22nd September the stockades near Pagoda Point beyond 
Kemmendine were taken by a detachment under Brigadiei’-General 
H. Fraser, on which occasion the Pioneers were employed. General 
3^'raser, in his report dated 27th September, speaks of the troops in the 
following terms : — 

“Major Sale and all the officers and men, both Europeans and 
Natives, evinced the utmost zeal and spirit in the performance of every 
duty required from them, and endured their fatigues with the utmost 
cheerfulness. The native troops I beg particularly to notice, who, for 
the space of four days, had few opportunities of dressing any food.” 

On the 5th October a detachment composed of 800 men, taken 
from tlie 2rd and »Htli Regiments of Light Infantry’', and 40 Pioneers 
under Captain Milne, wwe sent against Kyklu under Lieut.-CoL 
Smith, c.B. The stockade at Todagabe w^as carried by escalade the 
same day. On the evening of the 7th, after having stormed a succession 
of breast- wmrks, the detachment came in front of the stockade at 
Kyklu, and being repulsed with some loss it fell back. Captain 
Moncriefie and Lieutenant and Adjutant Campbell of the Pioneers 
w^ere wounded on this occasion. 

Colonel Smith in his despatch sa 5 ^s :— 

“ The wounded were immediately collected, and tlirough the inde- 
fatigable exertions of x x x and the zealous aid of Captain Milne of 
the Madras Pioneers in procuring the means of carriage for such men 
as could not be provided with doolies, I was enabled to move again at 
2 a.m. X X X X I cannot too highly appreciate the services of x x x x 

^Afterwards the ^ladras Fusiliers, now H.M. 102nd Regiment. 



1821. and Captain Milne, whose judgment, braverj', and steadiness I luid 
frequent opportunities ot witnessing. ’ 

On the 9th October a reinforcement under Brigadier McCreagh 
was sent out, which occupied Kyklii without opposition, and then 

dcstroyod lErg 0 stockEds Eiid e villEgG beyond it. liio i ioii€^ois 
were mentioned by Brigadier McCreagh in the following words The 
effective exertions of the Madras Pioneers under Captain Milne 
attracted the notice of everyone/’ 

On the 8tli October Major Thomas Evans, H.M. S8th Regimenh 
w^as sent with a detachment against the fortified village of Tluvntabain, 
which was carried without Toss. The following extract is taken from 
Major Evans’ report cannot close my report without mentioning 
the very meritorious services of Brevet-Captain Wheeler and tlie de- 
tachment of Pioneers that accompanied me. Their prompt and ready 
zeal in situations of difficulty and danger was not less conspicuous 
than their indefatigable exertions in performing other parts of their 
laborious duty, and the very gallant style in which they repeatedly 
dashed fonvard with scaling ladders was as honourable to themselves 
as it was a gratifying mark of faith and confidence in the troops 
employed/’ 

The Pioneers were engaged in the attacks on Bandula’s ai’my in 
front of Rangoon during the first week of December, which terminated 
in his defeat on the 7th idem. 

The following is an extract from Sir Archibald CampbelFs G.O.C.C. 
on the occasion, dated 8th December 1824 

The conduct of Captain Wheeler and the Madras Pioneers is 
justly a theme of praise to every officer they arc placed under.” 

On the night of the 8tli December a party of Pioneers accompanied 
a detachment under Major Perrier of the 43rd Et'giment Madras 
Native Infantry, which surprised the enemy at Dallnli, driving them 
from their trenches and taking ten guns. The Pioneers had one 
Havildar and four men wounded in these affairs. 

The battalion was engaged in the attack and capture of the strong 
stockades at Kokain on the loth December, when the enemy were 
defeated with gi’eat loss. Captain Wheeler and Lieutenants Macartney 
and Campbell and one man of the Pioneers were wounded in this 
action. 

The following is an extract from G.O.G.G. dated 24th December 

1824 

“ The Governor-General in Council acknowledges with peculiar 
approbation the gallant and indefatigable exertions of that valuable 
Corps, the Madras Pioneers, under Captain Crowe.” Brevet-Captain 
F. Wheeler was also favourably noticed in this order. 

1825. The enemy having re-occupied the old Portuguese fort and factory 
at Syriain, a detachment of H.M 47th Regiment, with parties of Sea- 
men, Marines, and Pioneers, were sent to dislodge them, which service 
was performed on the nth and 12th January 1825. Ensign McLeod 
and foul' men of the Pioneers were wounded on this occasion. 

An advance was then made towards Prome, Sir A. Campbell witli 
2,400 men to move by land, starting on i:lth February, and a column 
1,169 strong under Brigadier-General W. Cotton moving up tbe river 
on 16th ; there were 257 Pioneers with the main force, and a detach- 
ment with the river column. On 28th the latter column came in sight 
of Donabyo where the Burmese General Maha Bandula was posted 
with 15,000 men, and Cotton attacked on 7th March, one stockade was 
earned but the attack on the next was repulsed, Cotton therefore 
decided to re-embarkj and drop down the river to wait for reinforce- 
ments. Sir A. Campbell on receiving this intelligence returned to 
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Bonabyo, and rea.cliecl that place on the 25tli March. The batteries 
opened fire on 1st April, and M aha Bandnla being killed by a shelh. 
the Burmese evacuated the position that night. The advance was 
then contiiiiied to Frorne, which was occupied without opposition on 
25th April. 

On the 5th May a force under Lieut.-Col. Godwin H.M. 4lst 
Regiment, accompanied by a body of Pioneers? was sent to explore 
the country in the direction of Tonghoo, and returned on the 24th of 
the same iiiontli after having made a circuit of 139 miles. . The army 
remained at Proiiie until the end of the year, first on account of the 
rains in June, July, and August, and afterwards owing to an armistice 
for one raoiith, the terms of which were agreed upon on the 16tli 
Bepteriiber. The 1st Battalion of Pioneers suffered much from sickness 
at this time, as it appears from a present state of the Army, dated at 
Prome on the ISth August, that out of 542 rank and file 133 were in 
hospital, being at the rate of 24| per cent. 

The rates in the European and Native Infantry on the same date 
were very much less, viz : 11*30 and ]4*55 per cent, respectively. This 
difihrence in all probability was owing to the severe and laborious 
nature of the duties performed by the Pioneers. 

The battalion was engaged in the actions at Simbike and Nepadee 
near Prorne on the 1st, 2nd and 4th December. Lieutenant J. Smith 
was dangerously wounded on the first of those occasions, aird six men 
were also wounded, 

A part of the battalion was present with the detachment under 1826. 
Lieut. -Col. Conry, which was repulsed at the attack of the stockade 
at Sittaiig on the 7th January, and also at the successful attack 
on the same place by Lieut.-Col. Pepper on the 11th idem. The 
Pioneers losing one man killed and four wounded. 

On the I9tli January 1826, the fortified and entrenched city of 
Melluii was attacked and carried. Sir Archibald Campbell, in his re- 
port to the Supreme Government, dated 20th January, thus mentions 
the Pioneers : “ I ordered the construction of batteries, and the landing 
of heavy ordnance from the flotilla to commence immediately after 
midnight, and every requisite arrangement to be made for an early 
attack upon Mellim. His Lordship in Council will be enabled to 
appreciate the zeal and exertion with which my orders were carried 
into effect under the direction of Lieut.-Col. Hop kinson commanding 
the Artillery, and Lieiitenant Underwood, the Chief Engineer, aided 
by tliat indefotigable Corps, the 1st Battalion Madras Pioneers? under 
the command of Captain Crowe, when I state that by 10 o'clock the 
next morning I had eight and twent}^ pieces of ordnance in battery on 
points presenting a front of more than one mile on the eastern bank 
of the Irrawadd}^ which corresponded with the extent of the enemy’s 
line of defence on the opposite shore.” 

After the capture of Mellun the army advanced to Pagan-myo, 
and on the 9th February defeated the enemy near that place and 
stormed the city on the same day. 

Peace was concluded on the 24th February, and shortly aftei-wards 
the services of the Pioneers wei'e acknowledged by the Governor- 
General in the following words 

“ The Governor-General in Council aeknowledges, with peculiar 
approbation, the gallant and indefatigable exertions of that valuable 
Corps, the Madras Pioneers, under Captain Crowe.” 

Brigadier McCreagh reported in a despatch that 

“The effective exertions of the Madras Pioneers under Captain 
Milne, attracted the notice of everyone.” 



1826 . 


, 1821 ., 



Sir (j6Grg6 "Wcilkorj tliG C.-in-C. of tli6 Mcidrtis Aiiiiy fetiid. in ti 

c3.ps*DSiiicli 

In tlie Ava War, the Pioneers may be .said to have essentially 
contributed to the success of our arms. ■ Their conduct was beyond all 


The following is an extract from G.O.G. No. 94, dated ir>th May 
1827. mark the high sense which the Government entinlain of 
the indefatigable exertions of the Corps of Pioneers throughout tlie 
War in Ava, the Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
resolve, as a special case, that Jemadar Ancloo, of that Corps, wliose 
gailaiit conduct has been particularly brought to notice, sliall be 
promoted to the rank of Subadar, that he be presented with a pahiiik(‘('n, 
and an allowance of Es. 70 monthly for the support of that (M]ui])agv, 
and that a pension of half pay be granted to his nearest heir after his 
'd6ce.ase.”' 

Captains Milne and Crowe were twice, Captain Wlieeler three 
times, and Lieut. Marcartney once mentioned in despatches. 

The Honour Ava” was granted to the Corps. 

lieorganisation of the Corps.*— In November 1821, Major 
T. F. de Havilland, the Chief Engineer Madras, submitted a report as 
to the status of the Engineer Corps, and the improvement of the 
Pioneers Battalions, and the following extracts refer more especially to 
the Pioneers 

11. By the system now in force, the C.-in-C. cannot consult the 
Chief Engineer, and therefore applies elsewhere for information which 
the Chief Engineer is best able to give him. 

12. The Q.M-G. of the army prepared a memoir on pontoons and 
bridges ; this should have come within the province of tlie Cliief 
Engineer. The Q.M.G. would not have been taken up with matters 
foreign to his Department. * 

14. The C.-in-C. cannot select officers from the Engineers to 
perform any service. 

15. The Corps of Engineers is a skeleton Corps. When Pioneers 
were first formed there -was no Corps of Engineers, hence the Pioneers 
were, and are still, officered from the Infantry, partly because the 
C.-in-C. cannot appoint Engineer Officers without the concurrence of 
the Governor. 


16. The inconvenience of this arrangement is, that on service 
the Pioneers are often placed under officers entirely new to them. 

18. Component parts of the department should be duly organised 
and brought together. 

19. Pioneers should at any rate be under Engineers. 

20. They would then be instructed in management of boats and 
pontoons for military service. 

21. The Q.M.G. in his memo, on pontoons points out the necess- 
ity of a special establishment, states that the Pioneers under their 
present organisation are disqualified for its management, and that 
selected Pioneers should be obtained from the two battalions for this 
work, and placed under a qualified officer. 

22. The Q.M.G. however relied for the success of his experiments 
regarding pontoons entirely on the Pioneers, to the exclusion of 
Engineers. It ended in his being obliged to ask for the services of an 
Engineer Officer. 

28. The Pioneer Officer receives double the pay of his rank. This 
seems in justice^ to belong to the Engineers. 

Many mstances have occurred in which Pioneers have been 
employed to the exclusion of Engineer s. In the late Mahratta cam- 

Governor, whilst the Pione^ 
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paigii . under the C.-in-C. (army 20,000 to -30,000), the Commanding isu. 
Engineer was a Subaltern, though there were then for xluty two Field 
Officers and all the Captains. It was found necessaiy to raise a small 
Corps of Sappers and Miners, wiio had to be 'organised, trained, and 
brought into action at the same time by a young officer, aided by a 
few still younger. 

38. The Court of Directors evidently wishes to have a regular 

Corps of Sappers and Miners at each Presidency. . ' ■ 

39. The men to be given to the Engineers should form an integral 
part of the Corps, and not merely be attached to them. 

40. Sappers and Miners should bear arms, and be capable of 
defending themselves. 

41. Best arms probably the fusil and bayonet, with a light pouch, 
and perhaps a lance and pistol for front rank men ; they should also 
have a working dress, dark blue or green. 

42. As there does not appear to be any necessity for both Sappers 
and Pioneers, I may be expected to show how the latter can be 
dispensed with in the Q.M.G.s department. 

43. Duties of Pioneers are clearing roads on line of march, and 
ground for encampments. 

44. Gun and store lascars might be provided with light Pioneer 
tools foPthis purpose, they might have the additional aid of the tent 
establishment, and each company of Infantry might have one Pioneer 
to precede the Corps in a small body, while the Engineers would be 
avaiiabie on urgent occasions. 

46. Taking the Pioneers away from the Q.M.G. would not impede 
the service, and it would be better to have Engineers With the men, 
than merely extend the services of the Pioneers as proposed by the 
Q.M.G. 

52. TheTeglmental pay of the Engineers is calculated on the 
lowest scale of any in the army. 

53. When an officer of Engineers is called to the field, he loses 
his extra allowances, and finds that Pioneer officers get better pay 
than he does. 

59. Four classes of Engineer soldiers are required, Pontooners, 
Artificers, Miners, and Pioneers. The whole of them to be enlisted, 
and to comprise Europeans, Men of Colour, and Natives. The present 
Corps of Pioneers to be transferred to the Engineers. 

• 60. Corps should be termed ‘‘Regiment of Engineers," and be 
composed of two battalions, each of the following strength : — 

One European Flank Company. One “Men of Colour’- Flank Company. 

6 Sergeants 6 Sergeants 

6 Corporals 6 Corporals 

20 Pontooners 20 Artificers, 1 st class 

24 Sappers and Miners 24 Artificers, 2nd class 

50 Pioneers 50 Artificers, 3rd class \ 

2 Drummers 2 Drums and Fifes 

1 Bugler. T Bugler 

20 Apprentices 

Eight Native Companies. 

8 Sergeants t 160 Pontooners 

8 Subadars of 3 classes | 200 Sappers and Miners 

.16 Jemadars „ 408 Pioneers 

32 Hayildars „ 8 Buglers 

32 Naicks ■ „ T6 Drummers and Fifes 

80 Recruit and Pension Boys, 

Grand total 1206, or for two battaUons 241 2. 

61. Regiment should be officered, and have the requisite staff as 
follows: — 



Iggl. One Colonel, 3 Lieut.- Colonels, 3 Majors, 12 Captains, 24 Lieiit- 

‘ enants, 24 Second-Lieutenants. 

In December 1821, the Q.M.G. wrote a rejoinder to shew— lliat 
the services of the Pioneers are essential to tlie Q.M.G. and that they 
consequently cannot be separated from his department.” A consider- 
able controversy followed, and eventually all tlie correspondence was 
forwarded to the Court of Directors with the result that 
im In the year 1823, the Court of Directors issued orders for the 
* reduction of one of the two battalions of Pioneers, and directed tliat 
the remaining battalion should be officered from tlie Corps of 
Engineers. The following reasons were assigned by the Court for the 
proposed change : — 

It is obvious that the utmost advantage cannot be derived from 
the labour of Pioneers unless it be scientifically directed, and con- 
sequently it would be for the interest of the service that the wliole 
of the Pioneers should be put under the command and direction of 
officers of Engineers regularly instructed in the art of sapping and 
mining, making pontoons and bridges, roads and surveys, fortifications 
and other buildings. We have for many years, with equal care and 
success, and at a great expense, educated young men for these purposes 
at Addiscombe, and it seems to be high time that we should reap the 
benefits derivable and expected from that institution. 

therefore direct that the Pioneers be transferred to the 
Engineers, and the officers of the line at present attached to tliem 

returned to their respective Corps.’* 

* * # > # 


1821. 


1825. 


xasi. 


‘‘ One battalion of Pioneers will, in our opinion, be sufficient under 
this arrangement, and we therefore direct that our former order for 
disbanding the second battalion he carried into effect.” 

And consequently in August 1824, a general order was publislied 
in India directing the Pioneer battalions to be transferred to the 
Engineer Corps as soon as practicable ; but when this order was issued 
the Corps of Madras Engineers was so weak, that it could not spare 
officers for the Pioneers without great detriment to the public service, 
for which reason Sir Thomas Munro, then Governor of Madras, strongly 
advocated the maintenance of both battalions upon the existing footing 
for the time being, but as he anticipated the most beneficial results 
from eventually converting one battalion into “Sappers and Miners,” 
he recommended that a party of Non-Commissioned Officers, duly 
instructed at Chatham under Colonel Pasley of the Royal Engineers 
should be procured from England. ’ 

The Court acceded to the postponement of the fulfilment of their 
orders, and these were not carried out until 1831. 

In February 1825, two companies, each of the undermentioned 
strength, were added to each battalion as a temporary measure 


1 

4 

97 


was 


Pakhali 
Naicks 
Privates 
also allowed 


to each 


1 Subaltern 
1 Jemadar 
3 Havildars 

An additional number of artificers 
battalion at the same time, viz : — 

1 Carpenter 1 1 Hammerman 

, 1 Smith I 1 Bellows Boy 

Early in 1831, one Sergeant, one Second-Corporal, and eiglit 
Sappers arrived from Chatham. About the same time the services 
ot several officers of Engineers became available owing to the 
discontmuance of the forces in the Doab and in Travancore : and the 
subject of the reorganisation of the' Pioneers was again taken into 
consideration by Government, ^ 
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Lieiitenant-CTeo,erai Sir George Walker,* g.c.b., then Commander- lasi, 
iii-Ciiief, opposed the proposed change in a Minute dated 7th February 
1831, on the ground that the Corps of Engineers could not, in his 
opinion, supply commissioned officers in sufficient numbers to, preserve 
interior econoiny and discipline, and also because he assumed that the 
Corps, as newly constituted, would cease to be under the ' immediate 
control of the Commander-m-Chief. 

As Sir George Walker, in his Minute above specified, took occasion 
to speak very highly of the Corps of Pioneers, the following extracts 
therefrom are here given : — 

They have now been in existence as distinct ' and separate 
battalions for a great number of years, and during that period they 
have shared in every active service that has gone forward. In the 
Ava war they may be said to have essentially contributed to the success 
of our arms. The constitution of the Corps as it at present stands I 
consider to be hardly capable of improvement. 

^ ^ ^ 

“ The experience of the last 25 years will best vindicate the 
constitution and establishment of the Pioneer Corps. They have ever 
been mentioned in terms of the highest commendation, and in Ava 
particularly their conduct was beyond praise. 

^ ^ ^ 

^Mf they are required for the siege of any fortified position, the details 
that are necessary for the service are placed at the disposal of the 
Engineers, and when the service is concluded they are returned to 
Head-Quarters. When I know^ therefore, from my own experience, how 
tiiuch military success depends upon the personal intrepidity of these 
men, I naturally come to the question with feelings of no trifling 
interest. The escalade of every fortified post (in this country) must 
depend upon the gallantry of the Pioneers. No substitute can be 
furnished to carry scaling ladders where it is so necessary to preserve 
the European soldier for actual conflict, and I repeat again that upon 
this Corps success must naturally depend. It is therefore to be hoped 
that no arrangeraent wdll be sanctioned by Government which will 
deprive the Cominander-in-Cliief of the management and control of so 
important a part of the Military body, and without which he cannot be 
responsible for the efficiency of the army. 

^ ^ ^ 

“ I am only anxious that their present establishment should 
continue undisturbed, and that the Corps, as regards their interior 
economy axid discipline, shall remain in their present state of perfect 
efficiency. 

Under ail these circumstances, therefore, I am induced to 
express an earnest desire that Government will preserve this fine Corps 
to the Madras Army. They have a spirit amongst them which, if once 
injured, may never be restored, and with their present officers to 
conduct them, they have invariably evinced an intrepidity on service 
which has deservedly placed them so high in the estimation of Govern- 
ment,” . . 

The difficulties anticipated by Sir George were surmounted, and on 
the ]9th April it was resolved by Government that the 1st Battalion 
of Pioneers should be converted into a Corps of Sappers and Miners and 
officered from the Corjis of Engineers, and that the men should be 


* Commanded the 7th Division at the battle at Or tlies in February 1814. 



1831 . reguiarlj instructed ill poiitooning, and all other 

duties wMcli, engineer soldiers have to perform in time of war. Ihis 
resolution was promulgated in the following order 

Establishment of the Sappers and riioers/’— Fort St. 
George, 24th May IS3L “The Right Honourable the (jovernor in 
Council is pleased to direct that the 1st battalion of Pioneers shall be 
converted into a Corps of Sappers and Miners, and that it sluill be 
commanded by an officer of Engineers, with an Adjutant and such 
other officers of the Corps of Engineers as can be conveniently spared 
for that. purpose. 

^^2. The European Sappers and Miners lately arrivcjd from 
England to be attached to the Corps as Non-Commissioned Officers. 

‘‘8. The following establishment is accordingly fixed for the 
Corps of ‘ Sappers and Miners/ wffiich will consist of eight companies : — 

Establishment. 

Captain Commanding 1 | Subalterns 8 

Assistant-Surgeon 1 

Non-effective Staff. 


Adjutant 

1 

Quartermaster-Serjeant 

1 

Serjeant-Major 

.. ... 1 

Serjeants ... 

8 


Natives. 


Jemadars 

8 

Faklialis 

8 

Havildar-Major ... 

1 

Pay Havildars (Non-effective) 

8 

Havildars ... 

... 24 

x\ssistant Apothecary 

1 

Naicks 

24 

Second Dresser 

1 

Privates 

... 640 

Toties 

2 

Eecruit and Pension Boys 

... 48 

Vakil 

1 


Bazaar Servants. 


Choudry 

11 Bullock Maistry 

1 

Cooly Maistry 

1 1 Peons 

2 


Artificers, 


Carpenters 

... 6 j Plammermen 

4 

Smiths 

4 1 Bellows Boys 

4 


4. The Commanding Officer and Adjutant of Sappers and Miners, 
and Officers commanding companies, are authorised to draw the same 
staff pay and allowances as Officers of Pioneers of corresponding rank. 

“5. The pay of the European Non-Commissioned Staff of the 
Sappers and Miners is fixed as follows : — 


Serjeant-Major ... 
Quartermaster-Serjeant 


Serjeant 


(Pay 

s Batta 

Es. 

A. 

p. 

35 

0 

0 

8 

7 

0 

(staff Pay 

. 14 

0 

0 

Per Month .. 

. 57 


0 

iPay 

28 

"iT 

10 

] Batta 

. 8 

7 

0 

Per Month.. 

. ir 


10 


V Corps of Sappers and Miners will be entitled to the 

Denent oi the non-effective establishment to share in prize-money to 
compensation in lieu of rice, &c., on the same terms as other bx’anches 
of the Army, 

n “ aUowance, peace and field, will be drawn by the 

Lorps of Sappers and Miners the same as for a battalion of Pioneers. 

allowance on account of a Eegimental School 
authorised tor the Pioneers is sanctioned for the Sappers and Miners. 



. 10. Tlie Sappers and Miners to be placed under tlie immediate issi. 
control of the Chief Engineer, who will communicate direct with 
Government on all subjects connected with its employment ; the dis- 
cipline and economy of the Corps to be directed by His Excellency the 
Gommander-in-Chief. 

^ 0 


12. Captain A. Lawe, M.E., is appointed to command the Corps 
of Sappers and Miners, and Lieutenant E. Lawford, M.E., to be 

Adjutant. 

“ 13. The following Subaltern Officers are posted to the Corps of 
Sappers and Miners, viz 


1st Lieut. Stafford Vardon, M.E. 

,, ,, Jasper Higginsoii Bell, M.E. 

„ Frederick Ditmas, M.E. 

2iKi ,, Jolui Clarke Shaw, M.E. 

14. The regiment to be clothed as Engineers on the next issue 
of clothing. 


2iid Lieut. Henry Watts, M.E. 

,, „ John Parry Power, M.E. 

,, ,, Thomas Smytlie, M.E. 


‘‘ 15. The computations of off-reekonings for the Corps of Sappers 
and Miners to be the same as the corresponding ranks in the Pioneers, 
the amount of which will be carried to the General Off-reckoning Fund. 

“ 16. The foregoing orders are to take effect from the 1st July 
next.” 


The Corps of Sappers and Miners to bear on its Colours and 
Appointments the .Honorary Distinctions won as Pioneers from the 
capture of Seringapatarn in 1799, to the war in Ava 1824-26. 

Operations at Kittur. — An insurrection took place at Kittur, 1824. 
near Belgaum, towards the end of 3824, and a detachment of the 2nd 
battalion of Madras Pioneers under Lieut. Clendon, with Lieut. 

G. Burn, was detailed as part of the force sent there, and took part in 
the siege of Kittur Fort from 3rd to 5th December. The Pioneers 
had one man wounded. Colonel Deacon commanding the force 
reported : — 

'^Tiie useful and indefatigable Corps of Pioneers under Lieut. 
Clendon, were most actively employed throughout.” 

Operations in Kohlapur. — In September 1827, a force of over 
5,000 men with 20 guns was sent against the Raja of Kohlapur who 
was troublesome ; 160 Madras Pioneers, under Lieut. G. Burn, were 
with this force, but the Raja thought better of it, and although he 
had 20,000, men he surrendered without fighting. 

Expedition to rialacca.—In December 1831 and ‘'‘G” 1831. 

companies of the Sappers and Miners under Lieut. J. H. Bell, 
with 2nd-Lieuts. H. Watts, and T. Smythe, embarked for Malacca, 
and were employed with the field force under Lieut.-Colonel Herbert 
in 1832. During this severe and harassing service the detachment 1832. 
was present at the assault and capture of the stockades at Sangi-patti 
on the 17th March, of those at Kalama on the 25th idem, of the 
works at Bakti-si-Barsu on 25th May, when the Sappers lost one 
man killed, and at the stockades at Tabu on 15th June which 
brought the war to a successful conclusion. In July, Captain A. Lawe, 
commanding, Lieut E. Lawford, Adjutant, Captain A. Roberts, and 
Lieuts. Ditmas and Horseley with the H.Q. of the Corps and “ A ” 
and “F” companies, 328 K.C.O.s and men embarked to join the 
forcej in Malacca, and reached Penang, but they were too late to ^ 
part in the operations, and returned to Madras at the end of August. 

Lieut. Bell remained some time longer in the country, and did not 
reach India till 3rd December^ ^ ^ 

After the 1st battalion of the Pioneers was converted into a Corps 1831. 
of Sappers and Miners in May 1831, the 2nd battalion continued as 
Pioneers imtil it was also incorporated in the Sappers in 1834. Whilst 



1831. 


1832. 


1833. 


1831 


ths Sappors wore Binployed in Malacca, the Pioneers were at work on 
the Knnda Ghat in the ‘Niligiris, under Captain W. MiuTay with Lieut. 
Le Hardy, On 10th December 1831 Captain W. Murray wrote 

Lieut, Le- Hardy and I endeavoured to descend the pass on 21st 
November (never used except by smugglers), we descended three miles, 
and then returned to avoid being benighted. I sent on a havildar 
with pioneers and guides, with orders to reach Mangari, not far from 
the Beypore river. They took three days doing it, having had to cut 
their way through many parts of the jungle.” 

On 9th June 1832, the final report of the Kunda Ghat was sent in . 
Captain Murray stated : — 

“ This report will shew the Governor what the Pioneers liave done, 
and are capable of doing. It will give an approximate supplement to 
Ms own (the Governor’s) general order, and will manifest to all India 
what the Madras Pioneers have been able to execute. Since the 
period of the Governor’s visit to the Kundas, six miles of mountain 
road have been completed, and every impediment surmounted, being a 
progress I imagine, rarely equalled by any body of men of equal 
strength. This stupendous work in which there were vast forest trees 
to be felled, deep chasms to be filled up, causeways over every river 
and mountain torrent to be constructed, and rocks to be removed, was 
begun on 10th January, and finished on 31st May 1832. 

Incorporation of the 2nd battalion of Pioneers into the 
Corps of Sappers and Miners.— In December 1833 a despatch was 
received from the Court of Directors ordering the reduction of “the 
establishment of Sappers and Miners, or of Pioneers, whichever they 
might be called,” to one battalion ; in conformity with which the re- 
maining battalion of Pioneers was absorbed in tlie Corps of Sappers 
and Miners in the manner directed in the following order : — 

G.O.C.C. Head-Quarters, Choultry Plain, 27th December 1833. — 

“ Under the sanction of the Right Honourable the Governor in Council^ 
and with reference to the G.O.G, of the 7th June last, the Commander- 
im Chief directs that the Corps of Pioneers be incorporated into the 
Sappers and Miners from the 1st February next. 

“ The European Oj0S.cers now serving with the Pioneers are to . 
muster and pay their men, and settle all accounts up to the 31st 
January inclusive, from which date their present employment and pay 
as Pioneer Officers are to cease, and they will proceed to join their 
respective Corps. 

“The Native Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Naicks, 
Privates, Pakhalis, Boys, Maistrys, and Artificers are to be borne on 
•the returns of the Sappers and Miners as supernumeraries until 
vacancies occur to bring them upon the establishment, or until other- 
wise disposed of.” 

* » * ^ 

^ Distribution of the Corps —The following distribution of the 
eight companies of Sappers and Miners is established from the 1st 
iebruary 1834, in order to give a fair distribution of the command 
allowance and Pay Havildars : — 

Regimental Head-Quarters, Bangalore ... 3 companies. 

Detachment, Nilgiris 2 do. 

Do. Madras ... 1 do*. 

Do. Hyderabad Road ... ... 2 do. 

The Corps of Sappers and Miners was officered from the 
Engmeers up to the year 1839, (with the exception of an occasional 
intantry officer attached for fi^eld service when in consequence of the 
employment of several Engineer Officers) on service, fiv^ or six Infantry 
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Officers were appointed to do duty, from wliieli time up to 1S79 a 
certain proportion of Infantry Officers were always present with the 
Corps, both in garrison and in the field. 

Operations in Kimedi—In February and March 1834, “D’* 
company of the Sappers and Miners under 2nd"Lieutenants Power 
(died) Macaulay, and H. 0. Armstrong, served with the force employed 
on field service in the hill zemindary of Kimedi, and were included 
in the thanks of Government conveyed in the order of the 1st July, 
from which the following is an extract : — 

•^The Governor in Council has observed with high approbation 
tlie exemplary conduct of all the troops employed in this arduous and 
harassing service, their patient endurance of extraordinary fatigue and 
privations, and the gallant and resolute spirit with which they executed 
every enterprise to which they were led by their ofiicers, whose activity 
and energy have been conspicuous.” 

Lieut. J. P. Power died at Kimedi on 5tb April 1834, and was 
succeeded in the command of the detachment of Sappers and Miners, 
by Lieut. Macaulay, an Infantry Officer. The detachment of Sappers 
was retained in the Kimedi district for some time after the field service 
there was over. 

In September 1835 Government, to mark their approbation of 
the conduct and services” of the troops employed in Kimedi in 1833-34, 
granted a gi'atuity to the European officers, equal to one month’s pay 
and allowances, and one month’s pay to the Native officers and men 
of ail ranks engaged in the said service. 

War in Coorg. — The force of 6,000 men detailed to invade Coorg 
was divided into four separate columns, as owing to the dense jungle 
and absence of roads the advance of large columns was impossible. 

Three hundred Sappers under Captain G. A. Underwood, with 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Stafford and Lieut. Horseley, were with the 
main or eastern column under Brigadier Lindsay ; this column moved 
on 2nd April 1834, from Bettadapura, and met some opposition in 
crossing the Kaveri but the enemy made no further resistance on 
this side and the troops entered Mercara on 6th April. 

Two hundred Sappersj, under Lieut. Ditmas with 2nd-Lient. Orr, 
were with the northern column under Colonel Waugh, this column 
marched on 1st April from Hosakotta, and met with serious opposition, 
an attack on the Bak stockade being repulsed with the loss of 166 
killed and wounded, the Sappers losing 17. 

Two hundred Sappers (under Lieut. Bell, with 2nd-Lieut. Eundall) 
were with the western column under Col. Foiilis, this column left 
Cannanore for Virarajendrapet on 31st March, and encountered con- 
siderable opposition on the Ghat on 2nd and 3rd April, when 48 were 
killed and wounded, six of these being Sappers; after the 3rd no further 
opposition was met, and the column moved to within seven miles of 
Mt^rcara, a detachment with some Sappers being sent en route to 
Is alkanaad, which surrendered. 

No Sappers were with the 4th coffi 

The companies engaged were *‘A” “C” and “P.” 

The Eajali of Coorg gave himself up on 10th April, and hostilities 
thereupon terminated. 

In October 1834, the following order was issued by the Governor- 
General when granting a medal to Havildar Chokalingam of the 
Sappers and Miners for distinguished conduct in Coorg 

Bangalore I5th October 1834.—“ The Eight Honourable the Com- 
mander-in-Chief having laid before the Council of India the proceedings 
of a Court^of Eiaquiry assembled at Ootacamund on the 27th ultimo, 
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of whicli Lieut -Col King was President, to 'ascertain the elaams of 
certain Nati?e soldiers of the Madras Army reported conspicuGus tor 
gallantry during the late operations in Coorg, and it a|)p(‘aring that 
Havildar Cliokaiiogam of the Corps of Madras Sapptu-s and .Miners 
has satisfactorily established pretensions to eminent hraviuy in tlie 
advance of the column under the command of Ooloiud Foulis, the 
Governor-General in Council, as a mark of the high sense ho entertains 
of the distinguished conduct of that Non-comuhssioned Officer, is 
pleased to confer upon him an honorary medal, and an increase for 
life of one-third of his present pay.” 

After the war in Coorg, the H.Q. of the Corps were removed to 
' Mercara. 

In December 1835, the Commander-in-Chief having reviewed the 
Sappers and Miners at Mercara in Coorgj issued a highly complimentary 
order regarding the intelligence displayed by them in the various 
operations of attack and defence which tliey executed during the 
inspection. 

Operations in Gumsur.— In the autumn of 1836, General 
Taylor was despatched with a considerable force against the Raja of 
Gumsur who ha-d revolted. On 7 tii October Lieut. Smytlie was ordered 
to take .charge of the detachment of Sappers proceeding froin Hydera- 
bad to Gumsur, and 2nd-Lieut. Armstrong also of the Sap|)efs and 
Miners was directed to proceed to join the field force with tlie European 
Sappers he liad under liim. Lieut. Smy the com manded the detachme nt 
till 26th December when he was ordered to return to Ids duties at the 
Presidency, and the command devolved on Lieut. Armstrong. 

Tiie following is an extract from despatches : — 

“ The campaign was of unexampled severity. We liad no knowledge 
of the country, were frequently cut off from supplies, and suffered 
fearfully from the pestilential nature of the ciiinate. Hardship, 
privation, and toil were tlie lot of all who took part in the cam})aign.’^ 

On the successful termination of the operations in March 1837i 
the detachment, in common with the rest of the force, received the 
thanks of Government, conveyed in the following words : — 

* The Right Honourable the Governor in Oouncil has observed 
with high approbation the exemplary conduct of all the troops em- 
ployed in the late arduous and harassing service, their patient endu- 
rance of extraordinary fatigue and privation, and the gallant and reso- 
lute spirit with which they executed every enterprise to which they 
were led by their officers, whose activity and energy have been 
conspicuous,” 

Establishment and pay of European Warrant and Non- 
Officers of Sappers and riiners - In December 
the establishment of European Warrant and Non-commissioned 
Officers for the Corps was fixed by the following order - 

Find St. George, 6th December 1836. The Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council is pleased to fix the following establishment of 
Luiopean Warrant and Non-Commissioned Officers for tlie Coi’t^s of 
bappers and Miners 


1 Conductor 
3 Serjeant-Major 
1 Quartermaster-Serjeant 


12 Serjeants 
12 First Cor^'vorals 
12 Second Corporals 


* This order is word for word, the same as that issued in 1834 with reference 
mKimedi; tlie nature: of the service in the two eases 



Tiie pay and batta of the non-coni missioned ranks above enume- ,1836. 
rated are fixed at the same rates as established for the corresponding 
ranks of Foot Artillery, Second Corporals classing as Boinbardiers. 

When employed at field practice, or on work of any kind such as 
road- making? boring, etc., they are further to receive an addition of five 
annas per diem working pay. 

The Conductor is to receive the same pay and allowances as a Con- 
ductor of Ordnance. 

Men found unfit for the Corps of Sappers and Miners, from unsteadi- 
ness or other causes, will be liable to removal by authority of the 
Commander-in-Chief to the Artillery or Infantry, according to the 
terms of their orginal enlistment. 

The duty of the Conductor now appointed w-ill be the charge of the 
Quartermasters Office and Depai'tment of the Corps.'^ 

On the same date an order was issued, by which it was directed 
that Havildars and Naicks of the Corps of Sappers and . Miners should, 
when pensioned on Iialf-pay, • receive an exact moiety of their 
efiective pay in lieu of present rates, and in accordance with the 
practice in force with the Native troops generally. 

Revision of establishment The Corps placed onder the 1837 . 
direct control of the Commander«in-Chief. — blinder G.O.C.C. 
of the 3rd February 1837 the establishment of the Corps of Sappers 
and Miners was revised and fixed as follows:-— 


Ca ] )ta i 11 CVjiiiraancIant 


1 

Second Corporals ... 


12 

Sul »al terns 


8 

Kaviklar-Major ... 


... ■ ■ 1 

Assistant Surgeon ... 


1 

Havildars ... 


24, 

J(‘ma<iars 


8 

Kaicks 


.... . ' 24 

C<ai(iiietor 


1 

Privates ... 


... 640 

Serjeaut-Major 


X 

Recruit Boys 


■ ... ' 24 

litiartermaster-Serj eant 


1 

Pension Boys 


24 

Srrjeaiits 


... 12 

Paklialis 



Tirst Corporals, 


12 1 Artificers ... 

Bazaar. 


' 16 

Cliowdry , ... ' 

1 j Peons ... 

Medical Establishment. 


2 ' 

Assistant Apothecary . 



j .Kative ^iid' Dresser ' 

... ■ 

... ■ 1 


Toties 2 


2. The Corps to be armed with light fusils, with a fusil pouch , and 
buff accoutrements. ... 

3. It is to stand in the same relation to the Commander-in- 
Chief and different Military authorities as a regiment of the line. 

4. Movements will be under the direGtion of the Quartermaster- 
General, who will also issue orders regarding work to be performed ; the 
details of such work resting with the Engineer officer in command, that' 
is, certain work having to be executed, the order for its execution will 
be given by the Quartermaster-Generali and the Commanding Ofiicer of 
the Corps or detachment will decide upon the number of the men to be 
employed, and the manner of their employment, 

^ 5. All correspondence of the Corps is to be addressed as in other 
regiments through the Division, or other intermediate aiitliorities to the 
A.G., Q.M.G., or other officers with whose department it may be con- 
nected, the only communication which will be necessary to be made to 
the Chief Engineer being a copy of the Monthly Eeturn. 

6. Europeans of the Sappers and Miners will be eligible for 
advancement- in the Ordnance and other public departments, and 
Serjeants attached to the Superintending Engineers of Divisions will 
in future be selected exclusively from the Corps.” 

In parin 7 the uniform of the Conductor is described. 



Turther revision of cstablishmenb Introduction of the 
grade of Subadar.- Under G.O.G. of the mh JJeceml:.er ui the same 
year the establisliment was again revised, and it was tJien oruerea tiuit 
the Corps should consist of six companies, and each company oi : — 


1; i^ubaclat 
' 1 Jemadar 
2 Serjeants 
2 First Corporals 
2 Second Corporals 
4 Havildars 
8 Naieks 


2 Bnglers 
120 Privates 
1 Regimental Lascar 

1 Pakhali 

or 

2 Blustis 

4 Artificers 


Forming the following establishment. 

Commandant ... 

Subalterns 
Assistant Surgeon 

Siibadars 

Jemadars... 

Conductor 
Serjeant-Major ... 

Qua rtermas ter- Ser j ean t 

Serjeants 

First Coi’porals ... 

Second Corporals 
liavildar-Major ... 

Havildars 
Fiaicks 


1 

8 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1 

12 

12 

12 

1 

21 

48 


Buglers 
Privates 

Regimented Lascars . 
Recruit Boys ... 
Pension Boys 
PaKlialis 
or 

Bhistis 

Artificers 

Cbowdiy 

Peons 

Assistant Apothecary 
l^ative 2nd Dresser . 
Toties 


12 

72 ) 
6 
24 
21 
6 

12 
, 21 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 


Non-effective Staff. 


1 Adjutant I 6 Pay (Orderly) Havildars 

1 Subadar-Major I 6 Staff (Colour) Havildars 

This change was very advantageous to the Corps, as the innnl>er 
of Native Officers was increased by four, and the superior grade oi;* 
Siibadar introduced for the first time. Moreover, the number of Naicks 
was doubled. 


Organisation, Instruction, and Employment of the 
Corps: — Under G.O.C.C. of loth February 18o8 the following orders 
were issued: — 

1, The Head-Quarters of the Corps to be permanently stationed 
at Bangalore. 

Two companies, with their European Officers, to be stationed 
at Plead-quarters for the purpose of instruction in sapping and mining 
and civil engineering. 

3. These companies, with their officers, to be relieved biennially, 
so that the whole Corps may pass through its instruction once in six 
years. 

4. The remaining four companies, when not employed in military 
work, to be placed at the disposal of the Revenue Board for employ- 
ment on other public works. 

5. When employed under the Revenue Board the O.C. each com- 
pany to be pro: tern: an assistant to the Civil Engineer of the District 
in which he is serving, and whether employed on military or other 
works, the O.C. the company is to be charged with the Superintendence 
of all work upon which his men may be employed. 

6. The detached employment of individuals, whether Non-Commis- 
sioned or others, not to be allowed; but small details, whenever 
required, to be furnished as regular parties from the nearest detachment, 
the 0 C. the Detachment retaining charge, and whenever practicable 
being entrusted with the control of the work 

7. When employed on active field service, the officer at the head 
of the Quartermaster-GeneraTs Department will communicate to the 
Officer Commanding the Sappers and Miners all work properly apper- 
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tfiining to the duty of Pioneers, and the latter will adapt the means at 1838. 
his disposal to attain the object required. 

8. Each company to be complete in itself, and to be capable of 
performing every duty to which it may be liable, either in peace or war, 
independently of Head-Quarters, and for this purpose each coiiipany to 
be armed and equipped as in the annexed tables. 

9. Every Engineer Officer, on his first arrival in India, to be posted 
to the Corps of Bappers and Miners, and to join at Head-Quarters, 
where he is to do duty until reported by the Commanding Officer to be 
qualified for detached employment. 


Memorandum op Arms and Tools required for each Company. 

To BE CARRIED BY THE COMPANY. 


!■ 

One Coinpaiiy. 

Implements, d'c. 

Remarks. 

Hooks Rill. 

i 1 1 i 

s 1 K 1; S 

aj — ccairz; 

c; 5 o cj o 

y. ^ y, y. 

a: 

u 

■p 

5 

1st Section, 30 men 

30 



These sections are thus supplied. 





with tools 

! 2'nd „ „ 

12 

18 8 8 6 3 

1 

IS meu—lS pickaxes, 12 bill liooks, 





! and 6 felling axes. 

3rd „ „ 


18 8 8 6 3 

1 

8 men— 8 mamooties and 8 hand 





axes. 

4 th ,, 

12 

18 8 8 6 .3 

1 

3 men— .3 broad axes. 

Total ... 

36 

54 24 24 18 9 

3 

J. viUVfUtli* 

30 men. 


All the European and Native Non-commissioned Officers to be 
armed with fusils. 

The 1st section to be armed with fusils, the other three with 
pistols, one per man. 

Spare Tools to be carried with the Company, on a cart 
OR bullocks, on service. 

Axes, pick ... ... 45 [ Brag ropes ... ... 4 

Axes, felling ... 9 Hooks, bill ... ... 34 

Axes, band ... ... 18 Hammers, sledge ... 6 

Axes, broad ... ... 6 Jumpers ... ... 4 

Crowbars ... ... 2 J Tamping bars ... 4 

Mamooties 33. 


Artificers for one Company. 
1 Carpenter I 1 Hammerman 

1 Smith 1 1 Bellows Boy 

Memo, of tools required for the whole Corps 


Under G.O.C.C. dated 20th March 1838, the reduction of the 
number of» companies from eight to six was carried out as follows; 




im. 


1839 . 


tlie B'* compaBj at Eamiiad was 'broken up, and^^'G’’ and H’ 
conipariies at Masiilipatara were formed into “B’’ Company. Ihe 
companies were then stationed as follows 

At Head-Chiarters, Bangalore, “A” and “B” companies. 

At Masiilipatam “B” company. 

At Bed Hills 'Hr do. 

In Coorg "B” do. 

Batla.—hbider G.O.G. 85 of 5th June 1839, orders were issued 
that Native Commissioned, and European and Native Non ■commis- 
sioned, and other grades of Sappers and Miners should receive full 
batta in all situations, when present with any part of their Corps/ or 


detached on duty. 

The monthly rates of batta being : — 

If entertained prior 
to 1-5-1837. 


Jemadar 

PTavildar 

Naick 

Private 

Follower liable to muster 
Follower not liable to muster 


Bs. 7 8 0 

„ 5 0 0 

„ 5 0 0 

„ 2 5 10 

„ 1 H 5 

„ 18 0 


If entertained after 
30-4-1837. 

Bs. 7 8 0 

„ 6 0 0 

,, 5 0 0 

„ 18 0 

„ 18 0 

„ 18 0 


3rrn5 and Equipment. — The establishment of tools carried by 
the men was revised by G.O.C.C. dated 26th October 1838. owing to tlie 
iiitrodiictioii of woi'kiiig knives, and the arms and equipment of the 
Corps was laid down as follows : — Per company. 

The two Native Ofiicers and two Buglers were armed with a sword, 
the six B.N.C.O’s, four Haviidars and eight Naicks, and Ist section (30 
mm) carried fusils ivitli bayonet knives. 

The other 3 sections (90 men) carried — 

18 Axes, felling 
45 Axes, pick 
84 Ma moo ties 
8 Crowbars 


45 IVorkiiig Knives ) 90, in sheaths on 
45 .clxes, hand > a special belt. 



The Sergeant-Major, Quartermaster-Sergeant, and Havildar-Major 
were armed with swords. 

The following spare tools per company were carried on carts or 
bullocks 


80 \rorking knives 
12 Axes, felling 
30 ,, hand 

30 ,, pick 

16 Mamooties 
2 Crowbars 


4 Drag ropes 
6 Hammers, sledge 
6 Jumpers 
3 Tamping bars 
3 Needles 
3 Sap hooks. 


“ These tools and other implements are calculated for maintaining 
the Corps in an efficient state under ordinary circumstances, and as it 
is impossible to provide for all contingencies, the Officers Commanding 
the^ Corps or detachments therefrom ai'e permitted to indent in the 
ordinary manner for such further supply without limitation to descrip- 
tion or quantity as the nature of the work on which they may be 
employed may render indispensable.’’ 


Equipment—The camp equipage for complete companies of 
Sappers and Miners was fixed by G.O.G. of 6th August 1 839, as follows 
5 Privates tw'o poled tents for the Native portion of the Company. 

1 Do. Do. 2 Sergeants 

X Do. Do, 4 Corporals 

1 Do. Do. Guard and Stores. 

Recruiting.— The following rules for Sapper recruits ivere laid 
down in G.O.C.C., dated 21-9-1839:— 

The standard of height to be 5'5^ but Recruit Boys, and men 
who are specially eligible except for height, may be taken at 5' 4'. 
Recruits to be between 16 and 22 years of age. Special regard should be 
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had to the nature of Sapper duties, wMcli require them to be of a firm i 8 S 9 « 
muscular and athletic frame, capable of enduring every species of 
bodily labour. It is also desirable that a portion at least of the recruits 
should be acquainted with one or other of the ordinary handicrafts, such 
as bricklaying, carpentry, stone cutting, sawing, pottery, etc. Regimen- 
tal iascars should also be of a robust make. 

Campaign in Kurnool, 1839. — The Nawab of Kurnool having 
been detected in treasonable designs, a force of 6,000 men under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel Dyce, which included and 

companies of the Sappers and Miners, was ordered to assemble at 
Adoni. Captain Pears was at Oiosepett on road work, when he 
received orders to proceed with his Sappers to Gooty ; he at once 
marched the 62 miles into Bangalore in one day, and left that place 
again on 13tli August, reaching Adoni on 2nd September, whilst 
the force from Bellary was still two marches off. Captain Pears was 
appointed Commanding Engineer of the force, whilst remaining in 
command of the Sappers; Lieut. Bobbie, 29tli N.I., and Lieut. 

J. W. Rundail, M.E.. were attached to the Sappers. From 4th to 21st 
September the Sappers were engaged on the arrangements for the 
passage of the force over the Tungabhadra at Madaneram. Kurnool 
was occupied early in October without opposition, the only fighting 
that occurred being on I8th idem when the Nawab w^as taken prisoner 
at Zorapur. Captain Pears with the vSappers remained for some little 
time at Kurnool ; and on 5th December the whole force still at Kurnool 
paraded when the gallant Subadar- Major Kumarasami of the Sappers 
was invested with the First Class of the Order of British India. 

First War in China, 1 840«42.-”'‘A” and ^^B” companies served 
throughout the campaign, and “F” company joined the force in January 
1842. The officers engaged were : — 

Captain T. T. Pears, M.E., Commanding. Captain W. J. Birdwood 
M.B., Brevet-Captain F. Cotton M.E., Lieut. J. W. Rundail M.E. 
(severely wounded). Lieut. J. G. Johnston, (wounded). Lieuts. H. H. 
Hitchins, Shaw, Doria. 2nd-Lieut. T. Ouchterlony M.E., Ensign Clerk, 

Asst. Surgeon Jackson. 

On receiving orders for service, “A” and ^^B” companies marched 
from Kurnool to Madras, 296 miles in 16 days. 

The Sappers and Miners were present at the following actions 

The capture of the city of Tinghai in the Island of Ciiusan on otli 
July 3840. 

After the capture of Ciiusan^ Captain Pears returned to Maclrasr 
Brevet Captain Cotton being left in command of the two companies of 
Sappers ; Captain Pears returned to China in 1841, sailing from Madras 
in July. • 

Hong Kong was taken possession of on 26th January 1841, and the isu. 
British flag hoisted on it for the first time. 

The Sappers were present at the capture of the Bogue Forts on 
25tli and 26th February 1841. 

The attack and capture of the forts at Canton on the 24tli May 
1841, the surrender of that city on the 27tii idem, and the subsequent 
operations in the neighbourhood up to the Ist June. Lieut. Rundali 
was dangerously wounded, and one man wounded in these operations. 

The conduct of the two companies employed on this occasion 
received the warm approval of Major-General Sir Hugh Gough, k.c.b., 
commanding the expeditionary force, who communicated the same to 
the Madras Government in a letter dated 6th June. 

The following is an extract from the despatch by Major-General 
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1811* “ Tlie two companies of Sappers merited and received my wa rmest 

* approval X x x x x tlieir useful labours called for iny best thanks, 
they were cheerfully prepared to place the ladders for the escalade.” 

The capture of Amoy on the 26th August, on which occasion the 
Sappers assisted in landing the guns. 

The assault and capture of the city of Tinghai in Chiisan on the 
1st October. Sir Hugh Gough mentioned the Sappers in his despatch 
in the following'words I— 

“ The scaling ladders had been brought up on most diflicult and 
rugged heights by the great exertions of the Madras Sappers, and were 
now gallantly planted under the direction of Captain Pears, who was 
the , first to ascend.” ■ 

The attack and capture of the city of Chinhai on the lOtli October, 
and the occupation of the city of Ningpo on the 13th idem. 

A detachment of the Corps was present at the destruction of the 
forts covering the Eogue in October 1841. 

The winter of 1841-42 was most rigorous, but it is worthy of record 
1842. that although accustomed to such a climate as that of Southern India, 
the Madras Sappers not only bore the severity of the winter at 
Ningpo without any constitutional injury, but appeared to improve in 
strength and condition under its unwonted influence. 

They were present at the repulse of the assault by the Chinese on 
Ningpo on 8th and 9th March, and at the escalade of the city of Tse- 
kee on the loth March 1842, and the assault and capture of the 
entrenchments near that place on the same day. Sir Hugh Gough in 
his report writes, that from Captain Pears, the Commanding Engineer, 
he received the most zealous support. 

The attack and capture of the fortified heights commanding 
Chapoo on the 18th May, and the assault and capture of that city on 
the same day. Lieutenant Johnston of the Sappers was wounded on 
this occasion. 

Under G.O.C.C. of 9th March 1842 “A,” “B,” and “F” companies, 
were increased by one Havildar, one Naick, and 11 Privates per 
company till further orders. 

The following is an extract from G.O.G. 171 dated 20th September 
,"■1842;—'' 

In the operations recently carried out at Chapoo, the services of 
the Sappers and Miners were eminently conspicuous" and the Governor- 
General cordially congratulates the Right Honourable tlie Governor in 
Council on the distinguished conduct of this Corps.” 

A detachment was on board the fleet on the 16th June, when the 
forts at Woosung were cannonaded and destroyed. 

It then landed and accompanied the column under Lieut.-Col. 
P. Montgomerie, Madras Artillery, to Shanghai, which cit}^ was taken 
possession of without opposition. 

On 23rd June, Shanghai was evacuated, one division embarking, 
wliilst another proceeded by land with the guns to Woosung. The 
force destined for the campaign of the Yang-tse-kiang mustered 9,000 
bayonets, exclusive of Marines and Sailors, and was organised into three 
Infantry Brigades ; the Royal and Madras Artillery formed a separate 
Brigade, whilst the Engineers and three companies of Sappers formed a 
distinct command under Captain Pears, the Chief Engineer. A 
detachment of Artillery and one of Sappers -was attached to each 
Infantry Brigade, wlien they moved against the enemy. At the action 
and assault of the city of Chin-kiang-foo on 2ist July, the Sappers 
with the 1st Brigade were with the right column, and took part in the 
attack and pursuit ; those with the 2nd Brigade carried the escalading 
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ladders, and had to cross an open space, exposed to the Ml fire of a i842i 
face and flank of the works, and under the direction of Lieut. Johnston 
they succeeded in planting the ladders in a skilful and resolute 
manner. Captain Pears, Lieut, and Adjutant Rundall, and Conductor 
Almond headed the Sappers with the 8rd Brigade, who carried three 
powder bags (containing 58 lbs. each), they pushed across a stone 
bridge and gained the gateway of the fort, and succeeded in blowing in 
the gates. l 

A detachment of Sappers was left at Chin-kiang-fbo with other 
troops, whilst the army proceeded to Nankin, ivhere it landed during 
the ilth, 12th, and 13th of August, and preparations for assault were 
being made when hostilities were suspended, and on 29th of the month 
the treaty of peace was signed and ratified. Lieut. L. Hitchens with 

company remained at Hong Kong, the other two companies sailing 
for India on 20th December. 

The following is an extract from the G.O.G.G. issued by the i 
Governor-General in Council on the conclusion of the war, dated 
Simla, 14th October 1842 : — 

“On that occasion,"'^ as on all others, the Madras Artillery and 
Madras Sappers and Miners maintained the high reputation which 
has always ]3een attached to their respective Corps in the Madras 
Army.” 

The following is an extract from G.O.C.C. dated 9th November 1842 

“ From the prominent part the Corps of Artillery, Sappers and 
Miners, and Gun Lascars belonging to the Madras Army have taken 
in bringing the war to so satisfactory a conclusion by their steadiness 
and gallantry, you have added fresh laurels to the tree you planted at 
Assaye, etc., you already on all occasions set an example to your 
brothers in arms, by the devotion you paid to the wishes of the 
Honourable the East India Company to volunteer your services when- 
ever the Governor- General of India has required them.” 

On the 22nd September 1843, G.O.G.G. No. 211 was issued by the 
Governor-General in Council, granting honorary distinctions to certain 
Corps of the Madras Army for services performed in China, and the 
“A” “B” and “F” companies of the Corps of Madras Sappers and 
Miners then received permission to bear upon their appointments a 
Golden Dragon wearing an Imperial Crown, and also the word 
“ China.” ■ 

On the 10th March 1848, the Marquis of Tweeddale, then Com- 
inander-in-Chief of the Madras Army, published in G.O.C.C. a despatch 
from Sir Hugh Gough, acknowledging in the handsomest manner the 
services of the Madras troops which had formed part of the expedi- 
tionary force in China, and from that despatch the following is an 
: extract : — ■ 

Singapore, 1st January 1848. 

“ My Lord Marquis, No. 808 !. 

■ # ■ m # ' ¥it ' . 

^‘8. 1 cannot part with the Madras troops witliout expressing 
to your Lordship in Council the entire satisfaction which I have derived 
from their conduct on all occasions in the field and in quarters. ^ ^ ^ 

“ 6. The Artillery and Sappers and Miners deserve more particular 
mention, as they joined me in the Canton river in March 1841, and 
have borne a gallant part on every occasion when the enemy was in 
the field tbrougboiit the whole war. In mentioning to the Governor- 
General of India the respective Commanding Officers, I have 

■" ■"■."■■■ . ■ — ~~~m — ■ — , — — ■- — — — — — — — — ' 

* The CaBtlire of rihin..lriifino--fnA riri fliA Olof iQfO 
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1S40 specially noticed Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomerie and Captain Pears 
"■ from whom, in their capacities of Brigadier of Artillery and Coniniaiid- 
ing Engineer, I uniformly derived the most zealous and efficient 

assistance.'' 

Tlie number of Sappers and Miners who embarked at Hong Kong 
in December 1842 to return to Madras on the breaking up of the force 


18i0. 


was : — 

1 Captain 
6 Subalterns 
f> Kative, Officers 
14 Haviidars 


22 Naicks 
2 Drummers 
240 Privates. 


Captain Pears received a Brevet Majority on 23rd December 1842, 
and was made a Companion of the Bath. 

Brevet-Captain Cotton was promised a Brevet Majority as soon as 
he obtained his Captaincy, for his services at Canton wihlst Captain 
Pears was absent. He was thanked for his services on that occasion, 
and also for his services at the capture of Amoy. He was pronioted 
Captain on 10th December 1847, and received his Brevet Majority next 
day. . - 

Subadar-Major Kumarasami, Native x4.ide-de-Camp to Sir Hugh 
Gough, particularly distinguished himself, and was l^rought to the 
notice of the Governor-General ; he was promoted to the 1st Class of 
the Order of British India for his services in China. 

The ‘T” company remained in garrison at liong Kong until October 
1846. On their leaving China to return to India, Major-General Hon, 
D Aguilar, commanding the forces in China, reported : — . 

‘At only remains for me to add my entire approbation of the regular 
and orderly conduct of the Madras Sappers and Miners; under the 
immediate command of Lieut. Hitchens. 

The IMadras Sappers under Lieut. Hitchens have rendered impor- 
tant services in carrying on the military works of this colony, and the 
cheerful and soldierlike manner in which they have invarialdy 
performed their arduous duties, merit the Major-General’s commenda- 
tion.” .. 


Precedence. — G.O.G C. of 2oth December 1840, laid down that : — 
TIib Engineers and Sappers and Miners take post on the riglit of 
the Line, and on the left of the Artillery. Her Majesty’s Regiments 
of Foot are next.” 


Operations in Kelat and First Afghan War, 1840-42.— 

company under tlm command of Lieut. T. F. V. Outlaw, 26th M J., 
with Lieut. C. A. Orr, M.E., and 2nd-Lieut. A. J. M. Boileaii. M.E., left 
Belgaum on the 9th November 1840, and arrived at Karachi on 
4th December. 

1S41, January 1841, the Company marched to Bagh, 

February do, do. do. Kaggak, 

March do, do, do. Quetta, 

being the smallest body of British troops that ever passed through the 
Bolan Pass, a defile 60 miles long, by deliberate marches. Only one 
third of the Company was armed, the rest of the men carrying working 
tools. From March to July they were employed on the Quetta-Kelat 
road. In May and J une a detachment under Lieut. Orr accompanied a 
force to Nushki.^ In October the company returned to Sibi and Dadar 
with the PLQ. of the force, with the exception of Jemadar Raman and 
22 men who accompanied a small party of Infantry and Artillery to 
explore the country in the direct line from Quetta to the seaport of 
Sonmiani, and thence to Karachi. About this time Captain Henderson, 
M.E., joined the company and took over the command. The Plead- 
^4^2, quarters of the company continued at Sibi and Dadar till April 1842, 
but detachments were employed on various works all over the country 
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from Sibi to Karachi. In. April the company proceeded again to 
Quetta, leaving however detachments in Kachi and Scinde, and 
remained there till September ; but a detachment consisting of 
Havildar Amarabathi (afterwards promoted Jemadar)^ 1 Naick, and 28 
Sappers accompanied General England's and afterwards General Kott’s 
force. They were present at the following actions 

Affair at Hykulzi on 29th April. 

Affair at the Khojak Pass in May. 

Relief of Khelat-i-Ghilzai in May. 

Action at Turnak on 30th August. 

Capture of Ghazni on 5th September. 

Affairs on the Kabul road 14th and 15th September. 

Affairs on the Kabul- Jeilalabad road 12th to 25th October. 

They reached Pirozpur on 23rd December with General Nott’s 
force, and quitted that place for Sukkur on 5th eTanuary. 1843, to open 
the road for Leslie's Horse Artillery. Prom Sukkur they went down 
the Indus in boats to Hyderabad, and rejoined the H.Q. of the 
company on 24th March in time to take part in the battle of Hydera- 
bad. 

War in Scinde, I&43. — “C Company, under Brevet Captain 
R. Henderson, M.B., took part in this war, during which the following 
officers also served with the company. Lieut. T. P. V. Outlaw, 26th 
M.I., Lieut. C. A. Orr, M.E., 2nd-Lieut. A. J. M. Boileau, M.E., Asst. 
Surgeon Carlow (died at Kotra). 

The H.-Q. of the company had returned to the plains of Kachi with 
General England’s force when it retired, and moving via Sukkur 
crossed the Indus to Rohri with the force under Major-General Sir 
Charles Napier. The latter decided to attack Imamgliar, which was 
in the very heart of the desert, eight marches away, whilst its exact 
position was unknown. Napier selected 350 men of the 22nd, two 24 pr. 
howitzers, Captain Whitler’s Camel Battery, 200 Scinde Irregular 
Horse, and 30 Madras Sappers ; officers and men were all mounted on 
camels. Starting at 2 a.m. on 6th January, they marched 22| miles, 
no forage was obtainable, so 150 of the Scinde Horse were sent back; 
Imamghar was reached on the 12th, but though the fort was very 
strong, was well provided, and had been garrisoned by a force six times 
the strength of the force brought against it, Mahomed Khan had fled 
two days before. Brevet-Captain Henderson and 2nd- Lieut. Boileau of 
the Corps accompanied this expedition. During the next three days 
the Sappers mined the fort and utterly demolished it, and on the 15tli 
the force started to return. 

The company was present at the battle of Meanee on 17tli Feb- 
ruary 1843, when Henderson with 50 men covered the flank of the guns 
on our right, and they were engaged hard throughout the battle. On 
24th March on the morning of the battle of Hyderabad, C ” Company 
moved at the head of the advanced guard during the advance; when the 
troops deployed they were attached to the heavy battery, one sub-divi- 
sion being told off to each gun; one Corporal was wounded. The 
company was sent with the leading troops in pursuit, and was present 
at the surrender of Omerkot on 4th April. On the conclusion of the 
•war they remained in Scinde till 25th March 1844, -wlien they 
embarked at Karachi to return to the Madras Presidency. During 
this year, detachments were sent to all the principal stations in 
lower Scinde, mainly for building work. A Naick’s jDarty accompanied 
Major-General Simpson on an expedition, and on his return the 
General in a note to Lieut. Outlaw expressed his high appreciation 
of the Naick and his party. 

For tljjs campaign Captain Henderson received a Brevet Majority, 
and was made a (Companion of the Bath, whilst the Honours ^LMeanutP’ 
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ISM. Hydebabad ” were granted to the company under G.O.G-.&. of 

lltii April 1854. ^ 

On the return of the company to the Madras Presidency in May 
1844, the CViii-G. of the Madras Presidency issued the follo wing G.O.C.C. 
No. 48. of 9th May 1844,:— 

The “C” Company of Sappers and Miners, under the com imp d ot 
Captain Henderson, having disembarked at Gannanore, the ]\[ost Nobler^ 
Gig Coiiimander-m-Chief desires to offer to both officers and men Iiis 
most cordial congratulations on their return ^to their own Presidency 
after their long and highly honourable service in Scinde. ” 

^«Tiie ''C” Company of Sappers and Miners was ordered from 
Belgaiim to Scinde in November 1840, and shortly after its disembarka- 
tion at Karachi proceeded to join the force at Quetta, a distance of about 
50,0 miles. . , 

“ Under the command of Lieutenant Outlaw of the 26th Kegiment 
M.N.L, the comjjany, then having with it not more than 46 iire-loc^ks, 
deliberately marched through the Bolan Pass, and after reaching 
Quetta, was occupied in various military wmrks until the close of 1841 
when it again moved into the low country.” 

** Its Head-Quarters were then stationed at Dadar, while detach- 
ments •were sent out to all parts of the country from Sibi to Karachi. 
In April 1842, the company again ascended the Bolan Pass and was em- 
ployed in constructing fortifications at Quetta, from which a detach- 
ment, having been sent forward with the troops under Major-General 
England, joined Major-General Nott’s force at Kandahar. In September 
the company retired from Quetta with Major-General England, and 
subsequently joined the force under Major-General Sir Charles Napier, 
under whose command it was engaged in the destruction of the fort of 
Imamghar, in the battles of Meanee, and Hyderabad, serving in the 
first as infantry of the line, and at the capture of Omerkot.” 

The detachment left with Major-General Nott at Kandahar, after 
having been engaged in the second affair at HykuM under Major- 
General England, was employed at Kelat-i-Ghilzai, in the operations 
at Kandahar, in the action with Shumshu Din Khan, at Ghazni, at 
Kabul, and in the movement through the Khaibar Pass. It reached 
Firozpur on the 23rd December 1842, and marched again on the 5th 
January 1843 with Leslie's ” troop of Horse Artillery to Sukkiir. 

From Sukkur it proceeded in boats to Hyderabad, which place it 
reached on the 3rd March, and was present with the rest of the com- 
pany at the battle of Hyderabad. 

“ These services have been already honourably noticed by the 
distinguished officers under whom this gallant little band has been 
]trineipaiiy employed, more especially by His Excellency Major-General 
Bir Charles Napier, g.cb,, and the Coinmander-in-Chief has great 
X)leasure in placing on the records of this army the following extracts 
from Bir Charles Napier’s des^iatches and other documents : — 

Despatches from Major-General Bir Charles Napier. 

Meanee 18th February 1843. 

‘'Captain Henderson, of the Madras Engineers, took a standard, 
and did good service with his excellent little band of Sappers and 
Miners, not only in this engagement, but through the campaign. 
His Lieutenants, Boileau and Outlaw, have also distingushed them- 
selves. ” 

Dubba, near Hyderabad, 24th March 1843- 

“Nor must I omit to mention the labours of Captain Henderson, 
and Lieutenants Outlaw and Boileau, with their hardy litjle band of 
*The Marquis of Tweeddale^ 



Sappers, whose labours enabled the heavy S-inch howitzers to come up isw, 
into action.” 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Leslie, c.b., Camp Hyderabadj 23rd 
October 1843:— 

“ I do hereby certify that Jemadar Amarabathy of the 3rd Company, 
Madras Sappers and Miners, was in charge of a party of 30 men of the 
above company serving in Afghanistan, and was for a long time attached 
to the troop under my command, and marched with Ms party at the 
head of the troop through the whole of that difficult country. I have 
considered it a point of duty to give the Jemadar (who was then only 
a Havildar) this certificate as a record of my' high opinion of liis 
services and zeaL I have never met a more willing or efficient man. 

He and his sturdy and hardworking comrades were ever ready and 
always successful in making a road for the guns over the most difficult 
ground, and, having their tools always in their hands, their work was 
never delayed. In short I am anxious to bear testimony to the unwearied 
zeal of the whole party, and wish them success with all my heart.” 

General Orders by His Excellency Major-General Sir C. J. Napier^ 
Governor of Scinde. 

Head-Quarters, Karachi, 25th March 1844. 

“ Captain Henderson and Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and 
Privates of the Madras Sappers and Miners. You have earned laurels in 
Scinde. No troops have more honourably conducted themselves. 
Associated in all the glories of the Bombay Army, you leave this 
country regretted by your companions. You have served under my 
immediate command for a year and a half. Your labours during our 
march into the desert were greater than those of any other troops, and 
were undergone with spirit. You did your duty bravely in the battles 
of Meanee and Hyderabad. In the former of these two actions you were 
conspicuously placed, and nobly acquitted yourselves. I regret to lose 
you, but justice to you after your hard service, has made me send you 
to your own homes, where an honourable reception awaits you. Go 
where you will, you will be attended with my sincere regards and my 
heartfelt respect. To my friend Captain Henderson I have given a 
letter for the Comniander-in-Chief of the Madras Army that his Lordship 
may be aware of your worth.” 

‘‘To these most lionourable testimonials the Commander-in-Chief 
can only add this public expression of his Lordship’s acknowledgments 
to botli officers and men for the admirable manner in which they have 
maintained the reputation of their own distinguished Corps, as %vell as 
of the army to which they belong, and for the additional proof which 
they have thus afforded, that wherever their services are called for, the 
Madras Sepoys will never fail to merit fresh distinction as brave and 
faithful soldiers. 

“ This order to be translated and read on parade to every native 
Corps and detachment of the Madras Army.” 

C. A. BEOWNE, , 

Acting Adjuta7it~Geneml of the Amiy, 

The following is an extract of a letter from Sir Charles Napier, dated 
14th July 1849, in which he makes honourable mention of Subadar 
Tandavaray an of the Sappers : — 

“ At the battle of Meanee, Subadar Tandavarayan led his company 
most gallantly down into the bed of the Fullailee : he followed Major 
Hendersor?, his Commanding Officer, who for that gallant action received 


j.o«. ‘■uc uompanionsmp ot tiie Hath. At this time, the post where these two 

brave men led, was about the most dangerous part of the field. I saw 

with admiration the boldness of the behaviour of the company and its 
commander} and the Subadar was at his side on all occasions. 

“This old warrior’s courage, energy, and great bodily exertions 
excited my admiration, and Major Henderson can confirm my opinion 
of him. If I am entitled to the red ribbon of the Bath, he is to the 
Order of Merit.” 

Lieutenant-General Sir James Outram, in a letter dated at Lucknow 
on the 4th April 1858, spoke of this company as follows 

^ ^ 

Upwards of fifteen years ago I knew the “C” company, Madras 
Sappers and Miners, in Afghanistan, and I then considered them a 
model body of soldiers, and most assuredly they have not deteriorated 
since then,” ' 

1841 Appointmcnts.—G.O.C.C. dated 23-^-1841, laid down that the 
Commandant of the Corps might retain his appointment until pro- 
moted to Major-General, or to Begimental Colonel, or to Lieut. -Colonel 
Commandant in receipt of Off Reckonings, or to Acting Chief Engineer. 

Working Pay, Alteration of Establishment, and Sapper 
Allowance— Under G.O.G.G. 165, dated 80-6-1841. Working pay was 
granted for those days when men actually worked, at the following 


rates 


Subadar 

5 annas per diem. 

Jemadar 

ji 

^ 11 11 

Havildar 

^ 11 11 

Naick 

14 

■*•3 11 11 

Private, 1st class 

1 1 » 11 

Private, 2s{t class 

10 pies. 


At the same time, 1 Drill Havildar, 1 Drill Naick, and 1 Bugle 
Major were added to the Corps, and 15 men per company were reduced. 

The offices of Adjutant and Quarter-Master were united, as in the 
Artillery, with similar allowances. 

An allowance of Es. 30 per mensem was sanctioned for Subaltern 
Officers doing duty with the Corps, for keeping up books and instru- 
ments. 

Under G.O.G. dated 15-10-1841, the grant of working pay at the rate ^ 

established for Privates of the 2nd Class, was extended to Privates of ^ 

the Third and Fourth Classes. 

I8t4. Dress* — Under G.O.C.C. of 22-2-1844, white covers for Shakos and 

Forage caps were introduced, to be worn on the line of inarch, and on 
sentinel duty, or other occasions when exposed to the sun.’' 

liusketry.— G.O.C.C. dated 12-11-1844, lays down the musketry 
course for Cavalry, Infantry, and Rifles, the greatest distance at which 
they fired being 150 yards, 200 yards, and 250 yards, respectively; no ; 

course was apparently thought necessary at that time for Sappers and 
Miners. 

Employ ment.~“From April 1844 to December 1854, companies 
were employed at Aden on the fortifications, “D” company moved 
there in April 1844, and from November 1845 to April 1852 there were i: 

always two companies there, and occasionally for periods of two or three ^ 

months, three companies. “D” and ‘‘E” companies were present at ? 

Aden in August 1846, when the place was attacked by the Arabs. I 

45* Kccruit DepoL—Under G.O.G. 98, dated 30th May 1845. A i 

Recruit Depot, of 100 men extra to the establishment of the Corps, was | 

formed at the Head-Quarters of the Sappers and Miners. ^ i 
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“ The recruits to be under the charge of the Adjutantj and are not 
to be brought on the roiis of companies, until drafted as required, 
when fit to join the ranks.” 

Under G.O.G. of 30th June 1846, the Recruit Depot was increased 
by two Havildars and four Naicks, and decreased by, six Privates. 

Pensions. — Sanction was accorded by G.O.G. No. 244 of 184^^ for 
the heirs of Subadars and Jemadars, enlisted before 1st January 1834, 
to receive a pension of half the pay of the deceased officer. 

Allowances.— It was laid down in G.O,G. 257 of 23rd December 
1 845, that the Adjutant and Quarter-Master of the Corps, as well as any 
officer of Engineers who was in receipt of Staff Allowance^ should not 
be entitled to Palki Allowance. 

Organisation, Employment, Arms, Equipment, and Io« 
struction of the Corps. — The Corps was reorganised by G.O.G. 163, 
dated ITth July 1846, under the following rules ; — 

1. The Head-Quarters of the Corps to be stationed at Mercara^ 
moving annually during the proper season, to the river at Fraserpet or 
elsewhere, for such pontoon and bridge practice, as may be comprised 
in the course of instruction to be arranged by the Chief Engineer, and 
approved by the C.-in-C. 

2. Suitable buildings, required for the accomodation and instruc- 
tion of the men, to be erected in communication with the Officer 
Commanding the Corps, and sanctioned by Government. 

3. Two companies, exclusive of recruits, to be always stationed 
at Head-Quarters for instruction in all such branches of Military and 
Civil Engineering as may be deemed requisite to render them conver- 
sant with all duties which they may be caRed upon to perform in 
Garrison or in the Field. 

4. These companies to be relieved biennially, one company being 
relieved each year, so that the whole Corps may pass through its 
course of instruction at regular intervals. 

5. The remaining companies to be employed upon such Public 
Works, Civil or Military, as may be ordered by Government on the 
recommendation of the Chief Engineer. 

6. Except in cases of emergency, and with the previous sanction 
of the Commander-in-Chief, no party under the strength of a complete 
company is ever to be employed on detached duty extending beyond 
the period of one month ; and under no circumstances is any pai ty to 
be detached under the strength of a complete section. 

7. Excepting only for Field Service, no detachments of any kind 
are to be made from the Head-Quarters of tiie Corps, unless when 
there may be parties available in excess of the two companies under 
instruction. 

8. Bach company to be complete in itself, and to be prepared for 
the performance of every duty for which it may be required, indepen- 
dently of the Head-Quarters of the Corps. 

9. The European Sergeants and Corporals to be borne on the 
Adjutant and Quarter-MastePs establishment, and to be detached as 
may be required, under the orders of the Commanding Officer, 

10. If found unfit for the Corps of Sappers and Miners, from un- 
steadiness or other causes, they will be liable to removal by autliority 
of the Commander-in-Chief, to the Artillery or Infantry, according to 
the terms of their original enlistment. 

11. They will be eligible for advancement in the Ordnance and 
other Public Departments, and Sergeants attached to Superintending 
Engineers of Divisions will be selected exclusively from the Sappers 
and Miners. 

12. The Corps is to stand in the same relation to the Commander- 
in-Chief, and different military authorities, as a Regiment ot the Line. 
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13. All correspondence of the Corps is to be addressed, as in other 
Regiments, through the Division or other intermediate authorities, to 
the A.G., Q.M.G., or other officer with whose Department it may be 
connected. • 

14. When employed in the Field, the officer at the head of the 
Q,M.G.s Department will communicate with the Officer Commanding 
the Sappers regarding work properly appertaining to the duty of 
Pioneers, and the latter will adopt the means at his disposal to attain 
the object reqtiired. 

15. The Corps to be armed, and equipped with tools, as in the 
annexed tables, 

16. On Field Service the packs will be carried at the Public 
Expense. 

17. The system of instruction at Head-Quarters will be regulated 
from time to time by the Chief Engineer, under the sanction of the 
Comtnander-in-Chief, to whom the Chief Engineer will submit his 
proposed course, annually, in the month of January, through the 
Adjutant-General. 

18. A piece of waste land for conducting the practice will be 
allotted to the Corps in addition to what is required for the Regimental 
Lines, and other Buildings. 

Periodical grants of money for the purchase of materials, to 
an extent which will be fixed from time to time by Government, will be 
sanctioned on contingent bills to be passed by the Chief Engineer, 

20. The undermentioned Artificers and Maistries to be maintained 
at Regimental Head-Quarters at the usual rates of pay and batta 
allowed to these classes in the Ordnance Department, for the instruc- 
tion of the men in their several trades. They are to be borne on the 
Adjutant and Quarter-Master’s establishment. 

1 Ca|q>enter Maistry 1 Smith Maistry 

1 Bricklayer do. 1 Stone Cutter 

1 Cooper 1 Armourer 

21. The other artificers are to be attached to and borne on the 
rolls of their respective companies. They may, however, when cir- 
cumstances require that they should be otherwise disposed of, be 
employed with any portion of the Corps ; and while absent 
from their own companies and doing duty with another, or at Head- 
Quarters, or proceeding on duty from one station to another, they will 
not be liable to forfeiture of pay. Each artificer so absent froia his 
own company to be furnislied with a certificate that no substitute has 
been, or will be engaged in his place. 

22. Officers in charge of detached parties, whether belonging to 
tiic Corps or otherwise, are required, in tlie execution of all duties 
connected with the men, to adhere strictly to the Standing Orders 
furnished for their guidance. 

23. Movements, otherwise than of individuals, will be under the 
direction of the Quartermaster- General, who will also regulate the 
periodical reliefs. 

24. Camp equipage, and carriage for stores and materials will be 
supplied on indents passed by the Q.M.6. 

25. The Head-Quarters of the Corps and all detached companies, 
are to be inspected annually. Returns and reports, as required, to be 
filled up by the Inspecting Officer, will be furnished by the Adjutant- 
General. 

26. Every Engineer Officer, on his first arrival in India, is to be 
posted to the Corps of Sappers and Miners, and to join at Head- 
Quarters, where he is to do duty until reported by the Commanding 
Officer to be qualified for detached employment. 



27. Officers of Infantry appointed to do duty with the Corps of 1846'. 
Sappers are to be considered Regimental Officers eq[ually with the 
Officers of Engineers; with wdiom they will take rank according to the 
dates of their commissions in the army, with the exception that they 

will not have any claim to the command of the Corps, which, in the 
absence of the permanent Commanding Officer, will devolve upon such 
one of the Officers of the Corps as the Oommander-in-Chief may speci- 
ally appoint. 

28. No Engineer or other officer who may casually fall into the 
charge of, or be appointed to do duty with any portion of the Corps on 
Field Service, or other occasion, shall have any claim to the command 
of the Corps, though senior to the permanent Commanding Officer, who 
will remain in unclisturbed possession of all his rights and privileges 
as Commanding Officer. 

29. All officers appointed to do duty with the Sappers are in the 
first instance to join the Head -Quarters, and until reported to the 
Adjutant-General to be duly qualified, they will not be eligible for 
emplo 3 mient on detachment. 

30. Officers appointed to do duty with the Sappers will not be 
liable to removal to join their own Corps, when the latter may be 
ordered on Service. 

31. Officers attached to the Corps of Sappers, when employed 
with detachments in the sui)erintendence and execution of Public 
Works, and not in receipt of any Staff Allowance, are to receive as 
extra remuneration the salary of 2nd Asst. Civil Engineers, or Rs. 100 
per mensem, wffiile so employed. 

32. A European N.C.O, is allowed to be placed in charge of the 
stores of a detachment on the usual working pay of an N.C.O. 

33. Task work is to be preferred whenever practicable, the 
quantity being regulated by the character of the work, and wliat a 
good labourer can perform. When task work is not applicable, six 
hours for Europeans, and eight hours for Natives, to be reckoned as 
entitling to payment for a day’s work; and this will be the ordinary 
limit of labour, but liable of course to be extended as circumstances 
may render necessary when in the Field or otherwise. 

34. Officers of the Sappers are not to he considered available for 
Line or Station duties, except on special occasions when their employ- 
ment on such duties is essential to the benefit of the Public Service. 

35. Neither are the men of the Corps of Sappers liable to be 
called on to perform ordinary cantonment work, such as making or 
filling up ditches or drains, or the construction of cantonment roads, 
except in cases of emergency and importance, when the work cannot 
be effected without their aid, and for which the previous sanction of 
the Division or Force must be obtained. 

36 Officers in charge of Public Works, having parties of Sappers, 
commanded by a European officer, employed under their orders, are 
prohibited from interfering in the interior economy of such parties. 
Their attention is to he confined to the right employment of the men 
with reference to the work, wdiile the duty of detailing the parties 
available for employment rests with the Regimental Officer. 

37. The permanent Commandant, and Adjutant and Quarter- 
Master, will be nominated to Government by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Ohief. 
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38. Permanent Establishment 


1 Oommandant 
8 SubalterBs 
1 
.1 


Asst... Surgeon 

Adjutant and .Quarter-Master, (Hon- 
effectlve. Staff), 

1 Conductor 
1 Sergeaiit-Ma,jor 
1 Qiiartemaster-Sergeant 
12 Sergeants 
.12 Corporals 
12 Second-Corporals 
6 SE'badars 
6 Jemadars 


1 Havildar-Major 
24 Havildars 
48 Naicks 
12 Buglers 
630 Privates 
6 Lascars 

6 Pakhalis, or 12 Bliistis 
6 Carpenters 
6 Smiths 
6 Hammermen 
6 Bellows Boys 
48 Becruit and Pension Boys 


1 Carpenter Maistrj? 
1 Smith Maistry 
1 Bricklayer Maistry 
.1 Sto.neentter 
1 Cooper 
1.. Armourer 

1 Choudry 

2 Peons... 

1 Asst. Apothecary 


I To remain at Head-Quarters for the instruction 
^ of the men. 


1 Second Dresser 
3 Toties 


For the Depot at Head-Quarters:— 

94 Privates 


2 Havildars 
4^ Haicks 


Additional for the company in China 1 Havildar, .1 Naick, 26 
Privates (but these were reduced by G.O.G.C.' of 11-1-1847). 

Non-effective Staff:— ,. 


1 Subadar-Major 
6 Pay Havildars 
6 Colour Havildars 


Drill Havildar 
Drill Naick 
Bugle Major 


The Conductor is charged 'with, the Quarter-Master’s Department 
under the Adjutant and Quarter-Master.- '. 

39. Arms and accoutrements. N.G.s, B.N.C.O.s and Buglers to 
carry swords. 

The N.N.C.O.s and men to be armed with Carbines Sapper with 
black slings; black waistbelts with frog and cap-pouch, and black 
pouch belt with 40 round pouch. 

40. In each company the men to carry tools as follows : — 


53 ’Working knives 
23 bhovels' or Mamooties 
4 Crowbaj-s 


52 Axes hand 

53 ,, pick 

20 „ felling 


The working knives and hand ekcs to be carried on the belt with 
sheaths, and the other tools on shields. 

The following spare tools to be carried for each company 


80 Working knives, 

16 Shovels or Mamooties 

3 Crowbars 

4 Drag ropes 
6 Jumpers 

3 Tamping bars 


30 Axes, hand 
12 „ felling 

30 ,, pick 

6 Sledge hammers 
3 Needles 
3 Bap hooks 


41, The tools to be equally divided among the four sections. 
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42. Each company also to be provided with : — ■ 


1 riu'st Carpenters tools 
1 < Smitli’s tools 

1 Crlnd stone 

2 lbs. of Chalk 
2 lbs. of Glue 

ICO lbs. of Iron 


50 lbs. of Europe Steel 
15 bs. of Brass 
100 lbs. of Country Steel 
15 lbs. of Copper 
1 lb. of Borax. 


43 . The tools and other stores allotted above are calculated for 
maintaining the Corps in an efficient state under ordinary circum- 
stances only, and as it is impossible to provide for all contingencies, the 
Officer Commanding the Corps or Detachment therefrom, is permitted 
to indent in the usual manner for such further supply, without 
limitation to description or quantity, as the nature of the work on 
which they may be employed may render indispensable. 

Appointments.— Under G.O.G. No. 251 of 14th November 1846i 
it was ordered that no subaltern officei should be appointed to the 
command of a company until he had passed the prescribed Hindustani 
examination, unless there was no qualified officer available, and that 
any subaltern officer so appointed should not draw the Company 
Command Allowance until he had passed. 

Allowances and Appointments. — G.O.G. No. 259 dated 24th 
November 1846, laid down that the Commandant of Sappers and 
Miners shouid be either a Captain or Subaltern ; and authorised the 
following allowances : — 


Commandant ... ... ... ... ... Es. 400 


Company Commander ... ... ... ... ,, 30 

Mess ... ... ' ... ... ... ... „ 120 

Subaltern Officer for upkeep of books and instruments „ 30 

Bo. conveyance allowance ... „ 30 

For repair of arms per conq^any ... ... „ 1 

Pensions- — The rates of pension were laid down under G.O.G. 
117 of 29th August 1848, as follows : — 



Enlisted 

Enlisted 

Wound 
pension if 

Supei’lor 
l>ei.ision for 


before 

after 

enlisted 

orer 40 years’ 


1'5-X837. 

1-0-1837. 

after 

service. 

Siibadar 

Es, 25 

Es. 25 

16-8-1842. 

Rs, 25 

Es. 40 

Jemadar 

„ 12/4/- 

5 , 12 

55 12 

„ 20 

Havildar 

„ 7 

75 

up to „ 7 

„ 12 

Naick 

„ 7 

55 7 

57 55 ^ 

„ 12 

E. or E.I. Bugler enlisted 
before 31-1-1840 „ 7 

5, 7 

5, 55 10 

„ 12 

E. or E.I. Bugler enlisted 
after 31-1-1S40 - 

55 7 

55 57 D 

» 12 

Native Bugler ... 

55 7 , 

55 T 

4 

55 75 

» 7 

Private 

55 ^ 

„ 4 

4 

55 55 ^ 

'55 ^ ' 


and the same order fixed the family pensions : — 


Suhadar 


if killed in 
action, or 
died within 
6 months 
from wounds 
received in 
action. 


Es. 36 


if entertained 
before 1*1-1834, 
and died 
on foreign 
service, or as 
insult of 
foreign service. 


35, 26/4, or 21 


if entertainecl 
after 1-1-1834, 
and died on 
foreign service, 
or as the re- 
sult of foreign 
service. 


Es. 26 


Jemadar 

Havildar 

Naick 

Bugler 

Private 

Pakhali or Bhisti .. 


„ 13/13/- 


according to class 

Es. 12/4/- 
5:'4/- 
4/6/- 
4/6/- 
3/14/- 
8/8/- 


57 

7? 

75 


5 ? 

55 

55 

55 

5 » 

55 


S/8/- 

4/8/- 

3/8/- 

2 / 12 /- 

2 / 12 /- 

2 / 8 /- 


184®. 


1818. 



Instruction of Officers—G.O.C.C. No. 19 dated 28-6-1S49, ordered 
that : — 

The following rules are established for the instruction of officers 
of Infantry appointed to do duty with the Corps of Sappers 

1. No officer shall be eligible for appointment to do duty with the 
Sappers and Miners who is not in every respect qimlified to command 
a company in his own regiment; nor should any offer himself as a 
candidate unless he has both talent and taste for engineer duties, a 
determination to study, and a fair knowledge of mathematics and 
military drawing. 

2. Six months after an officer has ioined the Head-Quarters of the 
Corps, he will be required by the Commandant to execute with 
sufficient accuracy a reconnoitring and trigonometrical survey, and to 
make a section of any piece of ground that may be pointed out, as well 
as to pass a satisfactory examination in vulgar and decimal fractions, the 
use of logarithms, practical geometry, mensuration, and plain trigono- 
metry, so as to enable him to make the ordinary calculations connected 
with measurement of land, heights, distances, etc. 

3. At the end of twelve months after joining, an officer is expected 
to be able to plan, trace, and superintend the construction of batteries 
and field works, such as are generally executed by Sappers and Miners 
on Service. 


4, An officer unable to pass satisfactory examinations at either 
of the appointed periods will be remanded to his own regiment. 

Dress. — Amongst other regulations published on the subject of 
officer's dress in G.O.C.C. dated 6-8-1850, is the following: — 

Officers doing duty with the Sappers and Miners wear the uniform 
of their own Corps, with the addition of a red stripe down the cloth 
trousers, to correspond with the dress of the men,” 

Artificers.—G.O.C.C. dated 4-7-1851, substituted ‘‘an efficient 
Ghuckier ” for the Carpenter and Smith Maistries at Head-Quarters of 
the Corps. 

Second War in Burmah, 1852 - 53 .— “ A” “B” “G” and “ 

Companies with the following officers were engaged in the War: — 

Brevet-Captain J. W. Rundall M.E., Commanding to 12-11-1852, 
(wounded, died at Prome). 

Lieut. J. Carpendale M.E,, Commanding after 12-11-1852. 


M.E. 

Lieut. R. P. Oakes 
,, li. J. Rogers 
„ C. V. WTlkieson 
„ J. (t. Ryves 
,, < 1 . Dennison (invalided) 

,, H. Yanglian 
„ J. Mullins 
„ J. O. Mayne 
,, T. E. Gaiiagaa 

As.nstant Surgeons J. Williams, G. 


M.N.L 

Lieut. H. Mackintosh 
„ B. Ford (wounded) 

,, Ct. M. Carter 
„ F. J. Wilson 
,, V. 1. Bhortland 
,, W. O. Farquhar 
„ A. M. Harris 
„ H. Allen 
„ G. I. R. Furlong 
, ,, E. S. Daniel. 

Maekay, and W. H. Boiitflower. 


Two companies of the Corps embarked at Madras before 251 h 
March 1852, under Captain W. J. Rundall, and they were present at the 
capture of Martaban on the 5th April 

On the 8th April they were joined at the mouth of the Rangoon 
River by two companies under the command of Lieut. B. Ford, 12tli 
Regiment M.KJ. The force landed near Rangoon on the T2th. 
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The Madi’as Sappers formed up with ladders in rear of the left flank 
of the right column, and after the artillery had pounded the White 
House Stockade a storming party was formed of H.M. 51st, and the 
Madras Sappers under Captain Rundall. Whilst moving on to join the 
leading division the Sappers came under such a heavy fire that they 
were obliged to gTound the ladders and return the fire. They silenced the 
enemy and resumed the advance. They shewed conspicuous bravery ; in 
one place three of them reared a ladder after four had already heen shot 
down beside it. On 14th, the Shway Dagon Pagoda was stormed and the 
city of Rangoon fell. During the action, volunteers were called for from 
‘•Accompany of the Sappers to carry forw^ard tools across a large plain 
under a heavy fire ; Naick Muniah and Private Ramasami at once 
volunteered, and succeeded in getting across and returning safely. The 
committee afterwards assembled to decide on claims for the Order of 
Merit reported that these two men ‘‘evinced conspicuous and undoubted 
gallantry in voluntarily facing great danger in a matter of duty, ” and 
they both received the 3rd Class of the Order of Merit. Captain 
Rundall and Lieut. Ford were both slightly wounded during these 
operations. Four men were also wounded. Captain Rundall received 
the thanks of the Governor-General in Council, conveyed in G.O.G.G. 
dated 28-4-1852. 

Sixty-seven Sappers under Lieut. Ford were present at the storm and 
capture of Bassein on 19th May ; after the town had been taken, there 
still remained a fortified position to the south of the town, and the 
Sappers formed part of the party sent to attack this ; when within 15 
3 ’'ards of the work, the enemy oxDened a heavy fire, and several officers 
were shot dowm, Lieut. Anstey, 9th N.I., and Lieut. Ford mounted the 
parapet in the most gallant manner. Whilst pursuing the enemy 
Naick Muttuvirapan of the Sappers was in advance, and the Burmese 
facing about, he charged them, shot one and bayonetted two ; for this 
he received the 3rd class of the Order of Merit. 

Lieut, Ford was mentioned by Major Errington of H.M.s 51st 
Regiment L.I., commanding the troox)S engaged, as haAung behaved in 
the most gallant manner. Lieut. Ford was thanked also in G.O.G.G. 
of the surpreme Government dated 5th June, of which the following is 
an extract 

“The Governor-General noticed with approbation the gallantly 
and good conduct of the Officers, N.C.O.s, and men of the ^ and 
Madras Sappers and Miners. ” 

On 3rd Juno a small expedition, including a detachment of th(3 
Corps under Lieut. Maeintosii, left Rangoon for Pegu, tlieystoi'nied the 
pagoda there, d(‘stroyed the fortifications, and returned to Rangoon on 
otii. On 26th Se])tember the Sai>x>ers started up tiie river for Pronic in 
the “Medusa,” and on 9th they' disembarked near Prome, wiiiehwais (eva- 
cuated hy tlie enemy during the night. During November tljore waere 
only trifling skirmishes, but several of the Sappers died of eliolera, 
w'liilst Caxjtain Rundall also died on 12th November, and was suc'cec^dod 
by Lieut. Jolin Carpendaie in the command of the Madras Sapi^ers. 
On 19th a column embarked to capture Pegu again as it had ])een 
reoecupied by the Burmese, a detachment of Sappers undm* Licuts. 
Short land and Harris accomp>amed this coliimii; the\^ landed below 
Pegu at 4 a.m. on 21st, and the Guns and Sappers w^ere sent to the front, 
the latter to clear a track through the high gi'ass and jungle. By 1 p.m. 
Pegu w^as in our hands again, and by the 24th most of the troops had 
returned to Rangoon. 500 men including 40 Sa]ipers under Lieut. 
Harris wTre left to garrison Pegu; the enemy returned to tlie attack on 
24th November and continued with little intermission till General 
Godwin relieved the garrison on 14th December, On the 11th two 


1852. 
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1853, 


gmboats had arrived at Pegu from Rangoon with stores and ammuni- 
tioHj but they were driven back with the loss of 32 men. During the 
defence of Pegu the Sappers had two men wounded. 

Major Hill commanding the garrison reported - 

“ Lieut. Harris, Madras Sappers, has proved himself to be a most 
efficient Sapper Officer.” 

On 17th December, General Godwin moved out of Pegu with 1262 
mesj including 30 Madras Sappers under Lieut. Harris, and had some 
skirmishing with the enemy till he returned on 19th, but the Burmese 
would not stand. 

The General said in his despatch : — 

X X X and Lieut. Harris of the Sappers who rendered impor- 
tant assistance, I am much indebted ” 

The Sappers were also present during the Burmese attack on 
Prome on the night of 8th December. 

In connection with the work done by the Sappers in entrenching 
the position at Prome, the following remarks made by Lieut. Laurie, 
M. Artillery, in his narrative of the Burmese War may be quoted 

We cannot omit in this chapter to bring to general notice the 
admirable conduct and untiring exertions of a small body of the Native 
Army, men who although they had been broken down by disease, had 
rendWed the most valuable service previous to the above night attack, 
in the construction of breastworks, batteries, abattis, parapets, bridges, 
and roads ; the small body of Madras Sappers worked with the right 
spirit of soldiers.” 

On 4th January 1853, Brigadier-General Steel embarked at 
Rangoon with a force of 2100 men, including a company of Madras 
Sappers about 70 strong, under Lieuts. Shortland and Farquhar, for 
Martaban ; this place was reached on 5th, and on the 14th Steel 
advanced towards Tonghoo. Shwaygyin was reached on 11th 
February and more than half the column being left there, a light 
division 900 strong, including 50 Sappers under Shortland, pushed on 
to Tonghoo, where they arrived on 22nd and occupied the fort, the 
Burmese troops having fled, leaving 24 guns and 121 jingals in the fort. 

The Brigadier in his despatch said : — 

The Company of Madras Sappers & Miners has maintained their 
well earned name, in overcoming the many difficulties of the route of 
march.” 

In the middle of February, Sir J, Cheape moved from Prome witli 
1500 men, including 70 Sappers under Lieut. Mullins, with Lieut. 
Trevor B.E. attached, against xMyatun, to retrieve the disaster at 
Donabyo. The force landed at Henzada (35 miles north of Donabyo), 
and leWing that place on 22nd, arrived near Donabyo on 28th; here 
Sir J. Cheape waited for reinforcements from Rangoon. He advanced 
again on 7th March, and from 5 p.m. that day till midnight on the 
8th-9th, the Sappers were employed in rafting the column over a 
stream 130 yards wide. They marched again on 9th, and that night 
bridged a stream 50 yards wide; at daybreak on 10th the troops and 
light baggage passed o\^er, and the bridge was then broken up into 
rafts, and the guns got across by 4 p.m. On I2th, the way being 
lost and rations running short, the column returned to Kyontanau. 
but rations were brought up from Donabyo, and on 19th the stockaded 
position of Myatun at Kyoukazin was reached and stormed. Lieut. 
Trevor and several Sappers were wounded. Lieut. Mullins brought to 
the notice of the Brigade-General* that ” Lieut. Trevor B.E. was the 
first to enter the stockade on the 19th, and I received most 
valuable assistance from him, during the whole of the advance on 
Kyoukazin.” ^ 
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Lieutenant Mullins and the Sappers were mentioned in Sir John 
Cheape's despatch of the 25tli March 1S53, in the following words 

“ The Sappers, throughout the expedition, worked in front of the 
column under the protection of the advanced guard, which practically 
consisted of skirmishers, there being no room for any formation until 
the Sappers had cut a road through tiie jungle. Piling and unpiling 
a-rms perpetually was found to be very troul)iesome, and caiTying arms 
as well as tools an additional fatigue. Consequently the Sappers' 
a nils were placed in a cart, and the men on more than one occasion 
entered stockades with the storming party, with felling axes and dlias 
as their only weapons. On the 19th IMarcli the men had to cut a road 
ail along the front of the stockade, and at a distance of from 35 to 40 
yards only from its face, under a fire of great severity, which did not 
cease for a moment until the stockade was stormed. Their work 
throughout was most laborious, for in addition to clearing the way, 
which involved cutting through and removing large trees, levelling the 
ground, &e., from morning until night, or constructing rafts and 
bridges for crossing the nullahs, they were called upon to provide for 
the safety of the and outposts, and vsometimes their work was 

not over until some hours after sunset. No men could have done 
lietter, or have been more cool and steady under fire, and the circum- 
stances of the expedition made their services invaluable.’’ 

To Lieutenant Mullins and the detachment of Madras Sappers 
and Miners the greatest praise is due; the work executed by the men 
was most laborious, and the zeal and talent with which their energies 
were directed b.v Lieutenant Mullins was most creditable to him. He 
was ably seconded by Lieutenant Trevor, and I am mainly indebted to 
these officers and the men under them for enabling the troops to reacli 
the enemy’s position.” 

The difficulties with which the force had to contend are described 
in the original report of Lieutenant Mullins, dated 24th March 1853, 
from which the following are extracts : — 

“ On the 7th instant the Sappers having completed at Donabyo 
the necessary equipment for our advance against Myatun’s position at 
Kyoiikazin, we marched that afternoon with the force, taking our 
position immediately in rear of tlie advanced guard. 

“ On reaching Akyu the same evening at sunset, it was considered 
advisable by the Brigadier-General to form rafts for crossing the lake 
(beyond which our line of march lay) immediately. A favourable s]>ot 
having been selected for this purpose, and the carts containing the 
rafts having come up, the Sappers, though under a considerable fire 
of musketry and jingals, formed a raft for the passage of the guns and 
troops in about two hours. 

By two hours after daybreak on the morning of the 8th, the 
second raft was likewise completed under a drox>pmg fire. The rafts 
liaving been rowed up to a |3oint favourable for the embarkation of the 
troops, and a fog, which haci previously obscured the opposite bank, 
having cleared off, the Brigadier-General directed the jmssage to be 
commenced. Tlie two rafts filled with troops were immediately rowed 
across by the Sappers. 

^ ^ ^ 

On the 14th, 15th, and 16th, the Sappers were employetl in con- 
structing a ])reast-work and stockade for the protection of tlie 
detachment which the Brigadier-General had ordered to remain for the 
purpose of forming a depdt for Commissariat stores. 

“ On the afternoon of the 17th, the Sappers were ordered to proceed 
with tlie Right Wing, under the command of Major Wingston, iSth 
Royal Irish, 4or the j) impose of clearing the road for the advance of the 



1-853, main roliniiii nn Hit* iollowiiia' morning. The road was found toJ)o 
foitii-ply ii]» with lulled trees ; tliese however the Sappers, after 

irreat <-‘xertluris, siieeeeilpd in clearing away as far as the lake stockade, 
whieli was -Uji'iieMl a i<‘W niioiites bca'ore sunset. 

•* ^ )n the r]}(‘ Sa]>])<‘rs were again occupied from early in th/i 
iiKvriiiiui' Till suri>id in cutting a road and removing obstacles, (part of 
tie* tiiiif* at the sec-ond stor'kade being under a heavy fire) to enable the 
giiii.- to cuiie* intf) aetion. 

-IDtl!. Dni’ing the wliolo of tliis day the Sappers -were hard at 
work as ])oibr(‘. aiel ilu’ throeKjuaiders of an hour, under a very heavy 
fire in front of tlie third stockade, tliey were occupied in rendering the 
road ]>racticahie for tin* advance of the Artilleiy.’' 

" In frawarding this r(*]>ort for tlie information of the Brigadier- 
Genei’al Commanding, I liave the Iionour to bring to bis notice the 
unceasing cxr*rtions, the coolness under fire, and gcmeral good conduct 
of detachment under my command, during the protracted operations 
wliich resulted in the total defeat of the enemy.” 

The underme]itiuiK‘d (‘xtraets are taken from a letter from Lieut. - 
Colonf‘1 iMnlbns to tlu‘ Commandant, Queens Own >Sappers and. 
IMiners, dated 2.)t]i Xovem'l)er 1876, in which,further details are given 
regarding tlie op( 0 'ations in (piestion. 

''Wluni WT* first rc'ached Donahyo, the Sappers had no means ot 
eonveying the tnto])S across tlie nullahs tvith wdu(*]i wa3 hoard tlio 
cmintry ].>eiweon ihe Irrawaddy and Myatun's stronghold was inter- 
sected, and the only ap]>liances to he found %\^ere Commissariat casks, 
which were obtained b’om Eaiigoon, and ropes whicli Commodore 
Lam] )ert t he senior naval officer kindly supplied. Cask rafts, of two 
liarrid ]ners each, trere made up and they answered admirably.” 

* ' # ^ . 

Wliat is mentioned as the third stockade was an extremely strong 
position. Its lengtli was some 1,200 yards, its left flank was protected 
by a morass, and along tlie w'liole front there was a nullah -with a good 
d(‘al ( water and soft mud at the bottom ; the ground near the right flank 
was nearly dry and was covered liy an abhatis wdiich tvas penetrable by 
individuals with extreme difficultr and some danger even after tlie 
capture of the stockade, and was altogether impracticable to troops 
niider fire. The only entrance to the stockade tvas a aiarrow path, 
across which at intervals pits I lad been dug, and this path tvas com- 
manded by the Uxo guns captured from the previous expedition, and by 
several jingals. It tvas lun-e that Lieutenant Trevor, after ' several 
attempts to reacli tlie stockad(? had failed, was succevssful in at length 
leading the tvay in, and the fact is recorded in Sir John Cheapens 
des}>atch.” 

On the 30th June 1853, a notification was issued Ity the Governor- 
General of India in Council to the effect that the army of Ava would 
no longer be maintained on a war establishment, but that a force would 
be permanently retained in Pegu for the defence of that annexed' 
ja-ovinee. The notification concluded by directing that a donation ot 
six months’ batta should be granted to all tlie Commissioned, Non- 
commissioned officers, and men of the several Naval and Military forces 
that had been employed during the war. 

385b January 1854, a party of Sappers served with the detach- 

ment under Major Allan, who was employed to mark out the 
northern boundary. This detachment was attacked about 42 miles 
north of Tonghoo, but repulsed the enemy. 

The Honour Pegu ” was granted to the A” “ B ” C” and E ” 
Companies in G.O.G. No. 33, dated 2nd- February 1855. 



Equipment* — G.O.G. dated 17-6-1853 aiitlxorized the following 
tent equipment for a company of Sappers : — 


For the Natives 
For 2 Sergeants 
i'or 4 Corporals 
Guard and Stores 


5 Tents Native 

1 Ji 95 


2 Tents Lascars. 


Total 8 Tents Native? and 2 Tents Lascars. 

Twenty Sappers or 25 Recruits to occupy?" one Tent Native. 
Carriage for Sick — 1 Dooly and 5 bearers for Natives 

1 Dooly and 6 bearers for E.N.C.O.s, if 5 in number 
1 Cooly for carriage of medicine 
Carriage for Tents — In bullock loads 9 
Bamboo coolies 6 

j, 5 , Kits and cooking utensils 2 bullocks. 

Under G.O.G. 206, of 27-6-1856, one Tent Native was allowed per 
detachment of 1 to 3 Companies for sick. 

Working Pay. — The working pay was increased under G.G.O. 212 
dated 3-3-1854. “The Honourable the Court of Directors having 
approved of a proposal for assimilating the scale of w^orking pay of the 
Europeans attached to the Corps of Sappers and Miners to that autlio- 
rised in the Royal Sappers, and for establishing a scale on the same 
principle for the Native ranks, the most Noble the Governor-General in 
India in Council is pleased to publish the following rules applicable to 
the three Presidencies, to have effect from 1st January 1854. 


The Europeans attached to the Corj)S of Sapjxers and Miners will 
be divided into 3 classes, viz : 


1st Class — i. The First Class to be composed of men possessing 
superior acciuirements as artisans or artificers and surveyors, and who 
must also have passed the examination prescribed b}’’ the regulations 
for Assistant Overseers. 


ii. This examination must be of a nature proving that the 
individual possesses a sufficient knowledge of English writing and 
accounts to enable him to keep and to prepare the various books and 
returns required by existing regulations, and such a knowledge of 
plan drawing as to enable him to frame an estimate, and to Jay down a 
building from a plan, and also such a knowledge of the Native 
language as may qualify him to converse in it with fiuency. When 
practicable, the examination will be conducted by the Officer Com- 
manding the Sappers and Miners, but in cases where this may be 
manifestly inconvenient or impossible, it will be made by the immediate 
Commanding Officer of the candidate, subject to the approval and 
confirmation of the O.C. the regiment. 

iii. The First Class will be open to all qualified men irrespective 
of regimental rank, and each individual of it will receive 8 annas per 
diem working pay, when actually employed in surveying, levelling, 
marking out roads, plan drawung, estitnating, working as an artisan, or 
superintending workshops, or as a teacher in schools, or as an instruc- 
tor of others in field duties or in trades. 

2nd Class— The Second Class to consist of artificers and artisans 
of inferior skill, and of 1st class labourers ; while actually employed 
and working as such, men of this class will receive 6 annas per dieni. 

3rd Class — The Third Class to he formed of 3rd rate artisans, and 
of 2nd class labourers- The working pay of this class to be 4 annas per 
diem, when under instruction in surveying, levelling, plan drawung, or 
estimating, or w^hilst actually working, or while superintending Native 
working parties, employed either on field works, or in making roads, 
or ill other cavil works. 
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lS5i Rule 2. Slen of the 1st and 2nd Classes, wlieii employed on any 
of the duties of the drd Class receive only the working pay of the lust 

' iiained class. 

Tiie Native portion of the Corps to be divided into. 3 Classes, to 
be composed indiscriminately of all grades below the rank of Jeniadar, 
as their abilities and acquirements shall render them qualified tor 
each. 

1st Class— The First Class to be composed of superior artificers, 
and to receive 3 annas per diem when employed as artificers at their 
respective trades, or in making mining frames, or on the superstructure 
of military bridges, or as Native surveyors, or in marking out roads, or 
in giving instruction in trades, or in surveying, or in more advanced 
field works, or in schools. 

2nd Class— The Second Class to consist of artificers of inferior skill 
and 1st class labourers. The ^ working pay to be 2 annas 3 pies per 
diem when employed at their respective trades, and when giving 
instruction in ordinary field works, or employed in the more advanced 
of Sappers and Miners, executing the regular sap, tracing 
batteries, levelling and boring, driving galleries and sinking shafts in 
mining, or in pontooning. 

3rd Class— The Third Class to be formed of 3rd rate artificers, and 
2nd class labourers. The working pay to be i annas 6 pies per diem 
whilst under instruction as artisans or surveyors, and attending scliool 
for the purpose of learning practical geometry, plan drawing, aritlimetic, 
and mensuration, and when employed in acquiring a knowdedge of the 
more advanced works, or in constructing ordinary field w^orks, viz: 
trenches, batteries, boring rocks and blasting and in the construction 
of roads, and other works. 

Eule 2. — Men oftlieist Class when employed on duties apper- 
taining to the 2nd and 3rd Classes to receive the working pay of these 
latter classes or»ly, and in like manner, men of the 2nd Class wdien 
employed on the duties of the 3rd Class, to receive only the working 
pay of this last class. 

Eule 3. — Native Commissioned Officers will receive working pay 
at the following rates for the days on which they may be actually 
employed 

Subadar 5 Annas. Jemadar 4 Annas. 

General Rules — 

(/) The classification of the men to rest with the Officer Com- 
manding the Corps, who is also empow-ered to remove any 
man from a higlier to a lower class as a punishment for 
continued neglect, and for any period not exceeding 6 
months. If he shall desire an extension of this punish- 
ment beyond the above period, the case must be reported 
for tliG orders of the Commander-in-Chief. 

(d) Officers commanding companies are autliorizecl to fine men 
under their command to the extent of one third of the day's 
rate of working pay, for repeated idleness and inattention, 
but such forfeiture is to be subject to tlie confirmation 
of the Officer Commanding the Corps. 

(til) The removal of a man from a higher to a louver class, and 
the consequent lower rate of working pay is invariably to 
be annoimced in Regimental Orders, as also his restoration 
to his original class. 

{iv) No working pay will granted for less than 2 hours labour ; 
for 2 hours labour, a quarter day’s working pay wdll be 
granted ; from 2 to 4 hours labour, one half day’s w^orking 
pay ; for more than 4 up to 8 hours labour, a full da>-s 
working pay. 
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{vj For labour beyond tlie pfiriod of 8 hours, extra remuneration 1854. 
will be granted as follows 

For 2 hours of such additional labour— day’s working pay 
extra. 

For 4 hours — an extra day’s working pay. 

For 6 hours — an extra | day’s working pay. 

dor 8 hours — un extra full day’s working pay. 

(tM.) Men ^.working in reliefs from 2 to 4 hours, in excess of the 
period ot 8 hours, are to receive a half day’s working pa}^ 
extra, and from 4 to 6 hours a whole day's working pay extra, 
whetlier the same party comes more than once on this 
extra duty during the 24 hours or not. 

{vii) A\ orking parties employed in water will be allowed at the 
I'ate of a clay and a ctuarter’s pay for one day’s work. 

increase of 5trength.~G.0.G. No. 212 dated 8-9-1854. ''Under 
authority from the^ Government of India, the Riglit Honourable the 
Governor in Council directs the addition of tliree companies of the 
esiablisiunent strength to the Corps of Sappers and Miners.” 

Tills gave 9 companies, beside the depot company* 

Move of the Head«Quarters of the Corps.—G O.G. No. 290 
dated 8-12-1854. "The Right Honourable tlie Governor in Councii 
is pleased to direct tJie removal of the Flea d- Quarters of the Sappers 
and Aliners from Mercara to Howlaisliweram.” 

Tills move was niade at the suggestion of Colonel Artlinr Cotton, 
so that the Sa])j)(M‘s niiglit 1)0 employed on the works in tin* vicinity of 
tlie anicut across the Godaveri, recently constructed ]>y liim. 

Officers' riess. — Under G.O.C.C. dated 10-2-1855, it was ordered: 1855. 
"All cdiieers of Engineers will pay donation to the Sappers* Mess, hut 
ar(‘ f‘xeni])t from suhserijitions except when doing duty with, tlie 
and are to be considered as Honorary Members from the 
date on whicli they may quit the Corps. Infantry Officers a]q)ointed 
to do duty with the Sappers will, wliile at its Flead-Quarters and if in 
eliarge of conqianies, pay the same monthU subscription as Engineer 
Officers of corr(‘sponding rank, in addition to that to their own Ih'gi- 
meutal Messes.” 

Ihit the words "and if in charge of companies” were erased 
under G.O.C.C. 68 of 18-9-1856. 

Promotion. — Under G.O.G.G. dated 21-9-1855, Service as Corn- 
maiulant of the vSa])])(‘rs and Miners, in tlie rank of Licnit.-Ckdoiiel, 
counted towards the 3 years’ service as a Regimental Lieut. -Colonel 
re(piir(‘d to become entitled to the rank of Colonel. 

Regimental Staff. - Under G.O.G. dated 14-12-1855, the appoint- 
ments of Adjutant and Quarter-Master weo' separated, and staff salaries 
were allowed for tiiest^ two officers at the same rates as authorized in 
the .Bimgal Corps of Sappers and Miners. 

Staff Pay. Horse Alice. Oflice Aliee. Total. 
Adjutant 92-7-0 30 90 212-7-0 

Quarter-Master 62-0-0 30 45 137-0-0 

War in Persia 1857. — The "B” Comjiany embarked at 
Coconada on tlie 19th January 1857 to join the expedition to Persia, 
and arrived at Bushiro in March. It proceeded on lioard the Indian 
Navy S.S. Fidform with the second division of the Persian field force 
up the Shat-ul-Arah river to within three miles of the southern 
flattery of ]Mohumera. During the night of the 24tli Major Boileau 
and other staff officers reconnoitred the enemy's position, especially 
with a viow^o ascertain whether it were ]30ssibie to establish batteries 
on the island of Dubbi, west of the northern battery. 
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On tlie eTeiiingoftiie25tl:i the ''B” Company was transferred .to the 
* Bengal Marine S-S^ Hugh Lindsay. At daybreak on the 26th the Indian 
naval squadron ran up tlie river until opposite the forts defending tlie 
channel’ leading iip to Moliiimera, and .engaged the batteiies.^ The 
■ eaiTonades of the Hugh Lindsay were worked by H.M.’s 64th Regiment; 
assisted bv the Sappers. By 11 a.m. the enemy’s batteries, were 
silenced, aiifl the disembarkation of the troops was effected by 1430 p.m. 

Tlie division advanced tliroiigli date groves intersected by irrigation 
canals, ma. 3 iv of which were ■ Inidged by date tvees felled by the Sappers. 
The bridge .by which the Artillery and Cavalry crossed the .main irriga- 
. tioii cliamiels consisted of trees felled on both sides of the channel, 
with , .a large Arab boat as a central support. 

The Persians retired precipitately, leaving their tents, baggage, 
guns, and stores, with a loss of about 200 killed. 

The work of the Madras Sappers at Mohumera was extremely 
heavy. Batteries were destroyed, roads made, landing stages constriic- 
,ted, streams dammed or turned, and model huts erected. , 

The following is a copy of the letter addressed to the Adjiitant- 
.. General of the Madras Army by' the 'Chief of the 'Staff of the 
expeditionary force on tlie return of the company to Bombay :— 

Camp ]\loliumera, 13tli May 1857.— “Sm, — In reporting to yon the 
departure this day in the transport Hibernia bound for Bombay, of the 
■'B'f Company, Sappers and Miners, I am instructed ■ by Lieutenant- 
Geiieral Sir James Outram to state that the conduct of the men has 
been exemplary since they joined this force, and that they have 
. rendered the most efficient service on the expedition against Moliiim era, 
and during its occupation, 

"2. The peculiar features of the country afforded them ample 
employment, and the skill and wonderful rapidity and cheerful alacrity 
with which they constructed roads through the extensive date groves, 
bridged the canals, and formed piers for disembarking troops and 
stores from tlie vessels on the Sliat-ul-Arah river, were the admiration 
of the whole army. 

“ :3. I am commanded to request you will be so good as to lay 
before His Excellency Sir Patrick Grant this record of Sir Janies 
Outram’s appreciation of tlie services performed by the Sappers, and 
that you will permit me to convey through you to the officer com- 
manding (Brevet Major Boileau) and to all ranks composing the 
company an expression of tlie Lieutenant-General’s very best thanks 
for the very efficient service they have rendered. 

EDWARD LUGARD, Brig.-GenL, 

Chief of the Staff, Expeditionary Force. 
The services of Major Boileau and of the “B” Company were also 
brought to file notice of the Governor-General by Sir James Outram in 
a Despatch dated at Bombay on the 5th July, from which the following 
is an extract : — 

^ ‘‘ His and their services were most conspicuous in the zeal and, 
activity they displayed in filling ditches, preparing bridges, &c., to 
facilitate the landing and advance of the troops at Mohumera, and the 
siibsef|uent incessant labours they were exposed to during our occupa- 
tion of Mohumera, and I consider that they deserve special notice and 
w^arm commendation for the alacrity with which they volunteered 
for foreign service, though they had only very lately rejoined their 
families after separation of nearly five years of successive absences on 
field service. Although sent back to India, this devoted body of 
soldiers, instead of being allowed to rejoin their families in the Madras 
1 residency, has I understand, been attached to the column under 
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CToneral Woodbnm inten.ded for tlie relief of Mliow, with which they 1855. 
are i:iow employed, having displayed., I am. told, the iitiiiost ehee,rfuliiess 
and alacrity when ordered* on the duty.” 

Tlie officers employed with the company of Sappers and Miners in 
Persia were — 

Captain and Brevet Major A. M. Boileaii, M.E., Commanding., 
Lieutenant P. A. Brown, 1st E.R. 

„ F. R. Fox, 14th Regiment M.N.I. 

Second-Lieutenant H. N. D. Prendergast, M.E. 

„ H. J. Gordon, M.E, 

Subadar Silavay. 

Jemadar All Khan. 

Assistant Surgeon T. Lowe. 

The Honour “Persia” was granted to the company under 
G.O.G. 205 of 18-6-1861, 

Suppression of the liutiny, 1 857-5S —Mhow, Malwa, and 1857 . 
Central India Field Forces. — “B” Company landed at Bombay on 
1st June' 1857, on its return from Persia, and on the 8th idem 
volunteered for Field Service, for which it received the thanks of the 
Bombay Government on 10th, “For the readiness with which they 
have volunteered their services.” 

On the 16th June it proceeded to Aurangabad, and joined the 
Deccan field force under Major-General Woodburn, c.B., on the 7tli 
July, On the 12tli the force marched from Aurangabad, and relieved 
Asirghar on the 25tli idem and Mhow on the 2nd August, the Sappers 
having had frequent employment on the way as Pioneers, in making 
roads passable, and in ramping banks of rivers and streams. During 
tlie rains the Sappers were employed in strengthening the defences at 
Mhow. On the 20th October the left half company marched under 
command of Lieutenant Fox, 14th Regiment M.N. I., tovrards Dharwith 
Major Keane^s column, and took part as skirmishers in the successful 
afiair near that place on the 22nd October. Lieut. Prendergast acted 
as Brigade Major to the force. 

On the 24th idem the right half company reached the camp of the 
Malwa field force before Dhar, having escorted the siege guns from 
Mhow. 

By the 25th, No. 1 Mortar Batteiw was completed and armed. On 
the 26th, the ridge 200 yards west of Dhar was occupied. Batteries No. 

2 for field guns and No. 3 for breaching guns and mortars were armed 
and in action early on the 27th, hut constant work at them was required 
till the end of the siege, the Sappers frequently revetting and improving 
the embrasures in broad daylight, and always working 15 hours out of 
the 24- On the night of the 28th, Battery No. 4 was erected, and the 
screened approach to it was made the following morning. Fire was kept 
up almost unremittingly, till on the evening of the 31st the breach was 
reported practicable, and orders were given for storming the fort before 
daybreak on the 1st November, but the enemy evacuated the place 
during the night, and it was occupied without further opposition. 
Major Boileau, Field Engineer, brought the services of the Sappers to 
the notice of General Stuart in the following words: — 

“ 3. I would first allude to my two assistants, Lieutenants Prender- 
gast and Gordon, whose energy and activity were most untiring. Their 
coolness under fire was very conspicuous. 

“4. The Brigadier Commanding has been pleased to notice 
favourably the exertions of the officers and men of the Madras Sappers 
and Miners. Their duties were truly arduous, and right well were they 
carried out. 

^ * The “ B Company volunteered for this service. 
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noticf 3 of the Brigadier Commanding, viz., Corporals Hoskins and Clarke 
, of the Bladras Sappers and Miners. These men volunteered for the 
dangerous, service of inspecting the breach in broad moonlight, at a 
time when there was reason to suppose they tvould be fired on at every 
step, and almost certainly shot on the breach. The duty was a neces- 
saiy one, and was most cheerfully and unhesitatingly performed.” 

The following is an extract from the report of Brigadier-Gen era! 
Stuart to the Adjutant-General of the Bombay Army, dated ^ at Dhar, 
4 til November, and which was published in the Fort Scdnt George 
Gazette of the 15th December 1857 : — 

I beg, in conclusion, to bring most prominently to tlie notice of 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief the great assistance I have 
received from Major Boileau and the officers and men of the Madras 
Engineers and Sappers and Miners, throughout the late operations; 
the conduct of Corporals Hoskins and Clarke of the latter Corps has, 
His Excellency will observe, been especially marked for gallantry, 
and I earnestly trust that both these deserving men may be rewarded.” 

On tlio Sth November the company marched from Dhar with the 
rest of the force, and encamped near Mandisur on the 21st idem. Blajor 
Robertson 25th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, commanded the 
out|)osts. About niidday his piquets "were driven in by a determined 
atlvanee of the enemy's infantry, which however was cheeked by a 
charge of Cavalry till the main body of the field force, hil herto con- 
cealed from the enemy by the rising ground occupied by the outposts, 
had formed for action. The villages in which the outposts hati 
been placed were speedily prepared for defence by the Sappers, 
who afterwards aided in maintaining them, and also in the defeat 
of tlm enemy on the subsequent advance of the field force. 
Second-Lieutenant Prendorgast was severely wounded on that day. 
On the 23rd the force came upon the vShahzada’s army in the 
strong position of Gurariah, five miles north-west of Mandisur. 
The Brigadier at once prepared to attack, and charged the 
])atteries in tlio centre of the position. The Sappers were in 
echelon on the left of the 25tii Regiment in the advance. 

During the action, a strong body of rebels marched from IMandisur 
with the intention of attacking in reverse the right of the British line, 
wiiieli was already outfianked by the prejjonderating strength of the 
force from Nimaeh. The attempt however was frustrated by ju'ompt 
action on the part of the rear guard, consisting of detachments of the 
14th Light Dragoons, 1st and 4th Cavalry Hyderabad Contingent, 
]\ladras Sappers and Miners in charge of an S-inch howitzer, and the 
25th N.I.^ 

Havildars Appu^ and Gurusami of the Sappers were distinguished 
for their r<3adiness in loading and firing the liowitzer at a "critical 
moment of the action. 

On the 24th of the same month the village of Gurariah was 
stormed and carried. Tlie Sappers accompanied the storming ])arties, 
and w(‘re s])ecially useful in knocking down walls and making 
a])}>roaches by which troops could advance upon the enemy under 
cover. Naiek Vellient di.stinguished himself by his cool courage. 

Tlie following is a. copy of Brigadier-General Stuart’s ackiunvleclg- 
meiit of the services of tlie Sajipers on this occasion, wliich was 
addressed to the Adjutant-General of the Bombay Army, and 
aiterwards published in tlie Fort Saint Geoi^ge Gazette of the 23rd 
January 1853:— 

^ Afterwards Sabadar Bahadur.” 
t Afterwards Subadar-Major Sirdar Bahadur.” c 
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To Major Boileau, Field Engineer, and his assistants, Lieiiteiiaiits 1857. 
Prendergast (severely wounded) and Grordon, my warmest thanks are 
due ; the assistance rendered me by these officers left rne nothing to 
■wish' for. , 

“ Of the conduct of Captain Brown and the officers and men of the 

Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, I have much pleasure in 
speaking in the highest terms. Whether as Sappers or as, Iiifantiw, 
they have distinguished themselves on every occasion. They have 
undergone an incredible amount of hard labour during our late march, 
with a siege train over a country without roads, nor must I omit to 
mention that they accompanied the storming parties into the village 
of CTiirariah, and proved of the greatest service. 

I must now, in conclusion, place on record my gratefLil acknow- 
ledgments to Major Boileau and his assistants.” 

From Maiidisur the “B” Company marched through Maliidpiir to 
Indore, and thence on the 8th Januaiy 1858 with the 2nd Brigade of 1858. 
Sir Hugh B-ose’s Central India held force, through Seliore and Bhopal, 
towards Saugor. 

On the 24th January the brigade encamped before Ratghar after 
driving the enemy into the fort. On the 26th the pettali north of the 
fort was taken, and from this the right attack was commenced. 

On this day whilst the company “was throwing up a battery, 
Captain Brown told the Subadar that G-eneral Rose and the Chief 
Engineer Mnjoj- Boileau wished to know if there was a ditch in front 
of a certain wall that they intended to breach, and he called for volim- 
teers to ascertain the fact. Subadar Silavay at once volunteered, and 
with him Jemadar Appavu, and Privates Chinnatarnbi, Appasami, and 
Savathiyan advanced under a heavy fire, jumped into the ditch, 
took the requisite measurements, and returned safely with the report. 

The Sappers were employed in making the road to the left attack 
on the eastern face of the fort, and in making such protective -works as 
were possible for men and guns, by cutting brushwood for screens, and 
])inlding stone breast-works. A sand-bag battery for two 18-po^inders 
and one 8-incli howitzer w^as completed by daylight on the 27tli, and 
on rlie evening of the 28th the breach w^as re] 3 orted j:)raeticable by 
Sul»adar Silavay, Privates Pichamuttii and Cliinnatambi, and Corporal 
Linalian, all of the Sappers, who had been sent to inspect it. 

G) 11 30th, Major Boileau -wishing to know the progress made in 
bread-ling the wall, Captain Browm called for volunteers to accompany 
Gkirporal Linalian for this purpose. Lance-Naick Picliamuttu and 
Private Savathiyan at once volunteered, they proceeded to the breach 
under covering fire, and -were able to aseertain all tliat was required ; 
the enemy evacuated the fort that night, and the following day the 
Sappers were busy mining and demolishing it. Four N.C.G).s and men 
of the Cbrps were wounded at Ratghar. 

Ill his despatch dated 7-2-1858, Major-Greneral Rose reports- — 
beg to ]>ring to His Exeellf^ney’s favourable eonsideration the zealous , 
and able support which I received before Ratghar from ^ and Major 
Boileau Commanding the Engineers.” 

On the 3rd Feluaiary the Brigade relieved Saugor, on tlie Stli half 
the conpiany marched to XaiiriauK, distant 14 miles, and returned the 
same day, having mined and blown up tlie towers flanking tlio gate. 

GJn the 9th the Sappers destroyed the fort at Sanoda, and on the 10th 
took part in tlie aftair at Biissari, close to Glarakotta. Batteries were 
commenced against Garakotta on the lltli, but tlie enemy abandoned 
the fort on^that night. One of the fronts -was tlien mined and 
destroyed so as to leave a iiracticable breach, and the force resumed 
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Barodia was taken. On the 2nd, half the company. occupied and. 
strengthened the .fort. . On the 8rd, the remainder of th.e men "were 
employed in forcing the pass of Mudnapore. On the 11th, a..- party 
was engaged in blowing up the castle of Bawanpore, and on tlie 
14tli and 15tli the compa.ny completed a survey of the Fort of Tal Behut 
which had been evacuated a few days before. 

On the 20th a strong detachment from the 2nd Brigade advanced 
by a forced march of about 25 miles, and placed piquets on all the 
chief roads round Jliansi. On the 21st, reconnaissances were made by 
the General accompanied by Lieutenant Prendergast and by Major 
Boileau, and the Head-Quarters marched to the neighbourhood. The 
following extracts are taken from the report of Sir Hugh Rose, dated 
30tli April, in which the operation of his force against the fortress and 
the fortified city are detailed : — 

^^The great strength of the fort, natural as well as artifical, and its 
extent, entitles it to a place amongst fortresses. It stands on an 
elevated rock rising out of a plain, and commands the city and 
surrounding country ; it is built of excellent and most massive masonry. 
The fort is difficult to breach because composed of granite ,* its walls 
vary in thickness from sixteen to twenty feet. 

‘‘The fort, has extensive and elaborate outworks of the same solid 
construction, with front and flanking embrasures for artillery fire, and 
loop-holes, of which in some places there were five tiers, for musketry; 
guns placed on the high tow^ers of the fort commanded the country all 
around. One tower, called the “ white turret,” had been raised lately in 
height by the rebels and armed with heavy ordnance. 

“ The fortress is surrounded by the city of Jliansi on all sides 
except the west and part of the south face. The steepness of the rock 
protects tlie west. The fortified city wall, with bastions springing from 
the centre of its south face, running south and ending in a higli mound 
or mamelon, protects by a flanking fire its south face. The mound W’^as 
fortified by a strong circular bastion for five guns, round part of which 
^vas drawm a ditch 12 feet deep and 15 feet broad, of solid masonry. 

“ The Chief of the rebel Artillery w’-as a first-rate Artilleryman ; he 
had under him two companies of Golandaz. The manner in which the 
rebels served their guns, repaired their defences, and reopened fire from 
batteries and guns repeatedly shut up, was remarkable. From some 
batteries they returned shot for shot. The women w’ere seen working 
ill the batteries, and carrying ammunition.” 

During the general action on 1st April with the army brought to 
relieve Jliansi 1)y Tantia Topi, Second-Lieutenant Prendergast, acting 
as A.D.C. to the General, charged wdth a troop of the 14th Light 
Dragoons the enemy’s infantry and artillery posted behind w^orks. 
This charge was equal to breaking a square, hut w^as most successful, 
and decided in a great measure the fate of the day. Both Lieutenants 
Prendergast and Fox w^ere specially mentioned in G.O.G.C. 622 of 1859 
for their conduct during this action, the former for having distinguished 
himself on various occasions under the general’s eye, “ by his merit and 
gallantry as devoted as they were unostentatious,” and particularly in 
the charge made by Captain Need’s troop H.M. 14th Light Dragoons, 
when acting A.D.C. to Sir Hugh Rose ; the latter for having killed 8 
men with his own hand. 

On the 2nd April Major Boileau reported that the necessary 
preparations for the escalade were completed, and the place was 
attacked on the 3rd and carried after an obstinate resistance. 

About 3 a.m. the storming parties advanced. Witji the right 
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atinrk, tl lo escalading party was formed of IMadras and Bombay 
Sn|)[)ers, brd Europeans, and Hyderabad Infantry. Tlie moon was 
very bright, and tlie escalading party liad to march 200 yards 
tlu-ough a heavy fire, the Sappers planted the ladders in b places, 
of tlie ladders broke, and three officc-^rs of the Bonibay 
Engineers who led the way were killed or wounded, Lieut. Fox 
of the Madras Sa]>pers was shot through the nec-k, but the British 
jmshed on and gained a footing from 8 ladders. Althoiigli an 
entrance iiad been gained, street fighting went on for 4 days 
1)efore we Iiad obtained complete possession of the city. During 
tills street figiiting the Sappers, on the arched roof of a strong building 
still held by the rebels, jumped holes through the roof to drop live 
slielis into the building, and a Havildar of ‘‘ B ” Company was killed 
during this proceeding by a shot fired up tlirougii the hole just jumped 
m the roof. 

Sir tingh Rose, at the conclusion of his report, brought the 
conduct of the troops to tlie favourable notice of the Commaiider-in- 
Chief in the following words : — 

They had to contend against an enem}^ more than double their 
numbers, behind fortifications, who defended themselves aftenvards 
from house to house in a spacious city, often under the fire of the Fort, 
afterwards in suburbs and very difficult ground outside the walls.” 

“ The nature of the defence and the strictness of the investment 
gave rise to continued and fierce combats ; for the rebels having no 
liope, sought to sell their lives as dearly as they could. But the 
discipline and gallant spirit of the troops enabled them to overcome 
difficulties and opposition of every sort, to take the fortified city of 
Jhansi by storm, subduing the strongest fortress in Central India, and 

killing 5,000 of its rebel garrison.” 

^ ^ 

I beg leave to state the obligations I am under to the following 
officers for the services which they have rendered to me during the 
siege operations and capture of Jhansi : — 

Captain Browur, Commanding Company Madras Sappers and 
Miners. 

Major Boileau, Commanding Engineer. 

I have much satisfaction in bringing to the notice of His 
Excellency, the officers mentioned in the Brigade Despatches. 

“ Lieutenant Fox, Madras Sappers and Miners.” 

In the capture of Jhansi, Company sufiered the following 

losses : two Privates killed, and two mortally wounded, Lieut. F. R. Fox 
very dangerously wounded, one N. Officer and seven N.C.O^s. and men 
wounded. 

On 25tli April the company marched from Jhansi with the 1st 
brigade, and was next engaged in the action before Koonch on the 
7th May ; on the 9th Hiirdooi was reached and the Sappers remained 
there two days to destroy the fort, moving on the llth they found on 
arrival at Oorai that the force had marched towards Kalpi, and continu- 
ing their march they reached the 1st brigade at 2 p.m. having covered 
20 miles, and were present at the action of Sirsi on 12th May 1858. 

On the 15tli the force encamped at Grolowli, about six miles from 
Kalpi. From the 15th to the 23rd May inclusive there was constant 
fighting between Golowli and Kalpi ..-Sir Hugh Rose described' the 
tactics of the enemy in unceasingly harassing his^ troops and forcing 
them into the sun, large bodies of cavalry lianging on his position, 
retiring when attacked, Wt ready to fall on escorts sent to a distance 
for forage, the wmit of which was the cause of serious losses. The 



jcgg thf‘riri(niieTr]’ rtruxl at 118 degrees in t lie sliacle ; a great propoition of 
ofiieers aiel tia-is u'oir ill : r Inf force for months had been roakmg the 
stnjngest j>liysietil extortions with broken sleep, or no sleep at all, 
watching tli{deainj) iialf the night, and marching the other half to 
avoid the sun, then ofriai all day without rest, fighting, or on the rear 
guard, or on reeonnaissance or escort under a burning sun. Tlie 
Sappers were ctjustantly employed in making roads passable tlirougli- 
out the march, and occasionally in hauling heavy guns tlirougli 
difficulties. ■ ^ 

After fighting on the morning of the 23rd, Kalpi was entered 
without resistance. 

On the 6th June tlie company marched towards Gwalior witli a 
detachment under Sir Hugli Rose, composed of one battery of Artillery, 
and two squadrons of Cavalry. The thermometer in the sliade stood 
at 130 degrees. On the 16tli the Sappers, then reduced to 45 of all 
ranks, took part in the action at Morar. They were commanded by 
Lieut. Grordon, who was mentioned in Brigadier-General Xa])iers 
Despatch as liaving kept i)ace with the 71st Regiment and joined in 
tlie attack on the ravines. 

Three sections of tlie company were advancing in line with 
four companies of H.M. 71st Regiment when they came suddenly 
on a nullah in whidi a number of the enemy were concealed, a 
iiard fight ensued during wiiich Naick Nara 3 ^anasami sa^vv three of 
tiie enemy attacking a man of the 71st ; he fired and wounded 
one of tliem, and tiien killed liim with the bayonet, on whieli tlie 
othiU’ two cleared off; foi* tins act he w'as admitted to tlie 31’d Class 
of rlie Oi'der of IMtn'it. To facilitate the attack on Gwalioiv tlie 
eompany was enqdoyed on liridging the eanal, but ri^canving 
intelligence that the enemy wen* going to attack him, Sir Hugh 
Rose decided not to wait until tlie evening when tlie bridge 
would have been read\", ]>ut to take tlie offensive at once, and 
Gwalior was assaulted and cai>tiired on 19tli June. 

Sir Hugh Rose in Ins G.O.C.C. of 13-11-1858 mentioned tlie 
Sap|>ers as follows : — 

‘yrhe company of Madras Sa])pers and Miners, whose zeal and 
intelligence no hardships can abate, would liave com].)leted the liridge 
by sunset, and I anticipated tlie best results from availing myself of it 
for tlie ]>urpose of cutting off during the night the enemy's numerous 
force of all arms on the hills.'’ 

Tlie detaehuumt left Gwalior a few days afterwards, and with the 
excej[>tion of an affair on tlie hanks of the Jumna, where a jiarty of tlie 
enemy was routf‘d, it Iiad no further opportunity of distinguishing 
itself during the Central India Campaign. 

This eompany took^ the field with six European Officers, two 
Native Offieiu's, four Havildars, eight Naicks, 105 Privates, and three 
Artificers ; it returned to Head-Q'iarters 41 strong of all ranks, com- 
manded by the J unior Subaltern, all his seniors liaving been sent away 
sick or wounded. 

The following officers served with the company :~~- 

Major A. J. M. Boileau, M.E., Commanding to July 1857, 

(wounded) awarded Brevet Lieut.- 
Colonel and Colonel. 

Captain P. A. Brown, 1st E.R. Commanding July 1857 to May 1858, 

^ ^ ^ (invalided), awarded Brevet Major. 

Lieut. P. R. Pox, 14th M.I. (dangerously wounded). 

Lieut. H. N. D. Prendergast, M.E. (twice severely w'ounded, and 

horse killed). Awarded Brevet A1 a j or, 
on Ms. promotion to Captain, and V.C. 
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Lient H. J. Crordon, M.E. Commanding after May 1858. 

Aast. .-urgeon T. Lowe, awarded Brevet Surgeon.' 
bubadar Silavay, promoted to tlie 5nd Class of the Order of 
T , British India. 

Jemadar Ali Khan, promoted to the 1st Class of the Order of 
m f . British India. 

the id no admitted to 

" g "I ^ OideT of Merit for conspicuous gallantry 

feiibadar Silavay, at Eatghar, on 26th Januarv iSoS ^ 

Jeniadar Apjiavu at Ratghar on 26th Januarv 1858. 
i rivate Chmnatambi at Ratghar, on 26th January 1858. 

1 rivate Appasami a t Ratghar on 26th Januarv 1858. 

Riivate Savathian at Ratghar, on 26th and 28th January 1858. 
Private Pichamuttu at Ratghar, on 28th January 1858. 

Aaick JSarayanasanii in the action at Morar on *16tli June 1858. 

granted the Honour Central India ” under dpci- 
Indk of 80th November 1863 from the Secretary’ of State for 

f> . is a C 0 P 5 ^ of the recommendation of Lieutenant 

1 lendergast for iLe pctoria Cro.ss, which was conferred on him hy 
Her Majesty in October 1859 ^ 


1 Regiment. 

Rank and Name. 

Madra.3 Engiucers 

Lieutenant Ilarrv North 
Dalrymple Preudergast. 


Acts of bravery for which recommended. 


For conspieiioHs bravei’y on the 21 st 
Ijovember 185T at Maiidisiir in saving? 
T Pi? Lieutenant G. Dew, nth 
Liglit Dragiions, at the risk of ills own, 
by attempting to cut down a Valaitee 
who covered Iiim, Lieutenant Dew, with 
ri? tew iiaees to the 

lear. Lieutenant Prendergast was 
wounded in tliis affair by the discharge 
mthe piece, and would liave probably 


been cut down had not the rebel been killed by Maior^rr ^ 

K-tghar and t!.e Betwa 

before besiegi^. Eatgl.ar on tbe Binia ri"er for “am”t 

that occasion ; thirdly, at the action of the “ Betwa^’ he aaain ® killed on 

de-Cami) and distinguished hims. If by his braveiTln 

Nced’s troop, Her Majesty’s 14tli Light Dragoons, against the left of the so 

Army under Tantia Topee. He was severely wouudid on tlie occasion! Feisfiwa’s 


pe account of the _“B” Company during the Mutiny may be fitly 
concluded by the following extract from the Lotzdon Gazeffe kthe 8th 

London Gazette, JS'ovemlyer 8th 1859. 

, , India Office, AVemSef 

^Ihe following papers have been received by the Secretary of State 
for India in Council : — 

No. 1. 

Extract of a letter from Major-General SirHuGH Rose, G.C.B. dated 

14th May 1859. ’ 

Para. 16. I have already praised the excellent conduct of the “B” 
Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, which formed part of my 
Eorce; but I now beg leave to request, most respectfully. His Lordship 
the Commander-m-Chief m India, to have the goodness to convey to 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chiefof the Madras Army the hio-h 
sense which I entertained of the excellent Service which they performed 
under my orders. They lived on the very best terms with their 
English comfades;no work was too dangerous, or too difficult for the 
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1R58. gallantry and devotion of this company which has been twenty months 
on Foreign Service. On account of the great length of hard service 
wliicli the company had gone through it was to return to Madras from 
Kalpi, but on Gwalior falling into the hands of the rebels the 
company again took the field with the utmost alacrity, and again 
earned, not only niy sincere approbation, but that also of the Central 
India Field Force, by its unvarying gallantry and zeal. ^ Captain Brown 
deserves to be specially mentioned for having led this distinguished 
company at the escalade of Jhansi, and for having commanded it from 
the 5 til July 1857, when its commander, Lieut.-Colonel Boileau way 
appointed to the Staff, till the close of the operations against Jhansi, 
when he fell sick. Lieutenant Gordon then took the command of the 
company, and I beg to mention him specially for the satisfactory 
manner" in wdiieli he performed this duty. The Subadar"*^ of the 
company has a full right to be specially mentioned for his admirable 
conduct throughout the campaign. 

The following is an extract from G.O.C.C. No. 143 issued by Lord 
Clyde on 12th December 1859 : — 

^^The Company ■were distinguished during the advance of the 
Central India Field Force under Major-General Sir Hugh Rose, and 
have since been usefully employed at Jhansi, and in the neighbour- 
hood of that place.” ■ 

In accordance with the recommendation of the C.-in-C., Lieut. 
H. N. D. Prendergast was allowed to count as service for retiring pension 
15 months’ sick leave which was necessary for the recovery of his 
liealtii, and Lieut. F. R. !Fox was similarly allowed to count 18 months. 

Operations in Oude — ^‘C” Company moved from Dowlaish- 
1857. waram, and embarked at Coconada in August 1857 for Calcutta, the 
officers with it being Lieut. P. M. Raynsford, 14th M.I., and Ensign D. S. 
Ogilvie, 20th M.N.I., whilst Second-Lieut. W. H. Burton, M.E., joined 
the company in Calcutta; in September the company joined the 
moveable column marching on Lucknow. On reaching Aliahabad in 
October the column was broken up, and C ” Company were sent to 
Cawnpoi-e; Lieut. C. Scott, M.E., joined the company at Allahabad and 
took command; after a week in Cawnpore they marched with the 23rd 
Company, R.E., to Bani bridge, 18 miles south of Lucknow, and after 3 
or 4 days’ work repairing that bridge, joined the force for the 2nd Relief 
of Lucknow at Buntera near the Alambagh. On 14th November an 
advance was made towards Diikhusha and the Martiniere, the company 
being pusiied to the front to make holes through the Diikhusha park 
wall. Lieuts. Burton, M.E., and Lang B.E., were the two first on the 
top of the Martiniere, and planted our flag on it. They were actively 
employed during the attack and subsequent witlidrawal from the 
R(-sideney on the night of the 22nd, to the Alambagh. From there 
they were sent to Bani to form the village into a defensive post so 
as to cover the bridge, but after two weeks’ work rejoined the force 
at the Alambagh under Sir James Outram, where they were the only 
Sappers. Lieut. Ogilvie and 40 men took part in the ‘ action at Guili 
on 22nd December, when the enemy’s four guns were captured, and 
the SapjKU's had to be utilised to extricate them from a ravine into 
which they had been driven. 

In his report dated Lucknow^, 18th November 1857, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India, Sir Colin Campbell, said I have further 
to bring to your Lordship’s notice Lieut. Scott, Madras Engineers, who 
commanded the Sappers and Minei’S.” Lieut. Scott was also thanked 

^ Subadar Silavay. 



]>y t]i(M^h'~5\'oiTi,or-(leiieral in C^3uncil^ under Ct.O.G.G. 1546 dated lOtli 
D{*C(‘n}l){‘r 1857. 

The eoiiipany remained at -tlie A]aml)a.g]i from KoTeml^er to fS5S. 
i^fareln and was tiieii attached to an Engineer Brigade formed under 
thc' eoiiiinand of Colonel E. Napier, and was |)r(^seiit during the 
operations l)efore Liieknow, from 2nd to 21st Marclp w'hieli terminated 
in the capture of the city. 

During tlie remainder of the year it was actively employed in 
Oud(\ and was present at the affair of Barri on tlie 13th Aprilj and 
that at Birsi on the 12th May, tlie action at Narva] )giinge on the 13tli 
Juno, tlie occupation of Fyzabad on tlie 29th Jiilrg the actions at 
Siiltanpiir on the 18tli and 28th August, tlie affair at Shalipur on the 
13th October, the action at Daoudpur on the 20th idem, the capture 
of the forts at Reliora and Kooili on the 23rd November, and the 
action at Doundiakaira on 24th November. 

From the 6th December 1858 to the 17th January 1859, it rvas 1859. 
employed beyond the Gogra on the Roliilkand frontier and returned to 
Madras in February 1859. 

Tlie services of the company and of the officers doing diit.y with it, 
were acknowledged in the orders from which the following extracts are 
taken : — 

Extract from Despatch dated 30th August 1858 Major-General 
Sir J. Hope Grant, Commanding Oude Force 

I have great satisfaction in bringing to the notice of H.E. the 
C.-in-C. the zeal and unceasing exertions of Lieut. Scott, Field Engineer, 
and Lieut. Eaynsford Commanding the Madras Sappers, in preparing 
the rafts and crossing over the troops. Everything had to be made 
upon the spot, lind the material collected from houses in the towui. 

These two officers and the detachment of Madras Sappers (who worked 
as I never saw Native Soldiers work before) were employed day and 
night, with very few hours interval during the operation.” 

Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
India, dated 28th November 1858, No. 28. 

The thanks of Major-General Sir Janies Oiitram to ^ * 

appear to have been fully merited by their gallant and soldier-like 
conduct. 

His testimony to the conduct and sendees of the “ C ” Company of 
Madras Sappers and Miners imder Lieutenant C. Scott is highly 
honourable to them. ^^Their skill as workmen, their industry, their 
cheerful alacrity, and general good conduct, commanded the respect of 
all wdio saw them at Alamhagh ; and their coolness and bravery when 
called upon, as they were on every occasion of attack on our position, 
to act as soldiers, was conspicuous.” This testimony to the value of 
the Corps supports the opinion the late Court of Directors have 
expressed in favour of increased enlistment of men of the classes* of 
which that Corps is chiefly composed.” 

Extract from an Order of the Governor-General in Council, dated 
at Allahabad, 5th April 1858^ 

Roll of Officers who have served under Brigadiert R. Napier, 
Commanding Engineer Brigade during the operations at Lucknow in 
March 1858, and -who are deemed deserving of honourable mention : — 

* Appendix H . t Lord Napier of Magda! a. 
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i Corps or 

! Betaeliiiient*. 

1 

j Rank and .Names. 

1 

Kemarks. 

] * 

* 

«r * 

1 Madras Engineers ... 

Lieutenant Scott 

Actively engaged on all attacks on tlie 
Begkni’s Palace and Kaisar Bagli, 

; Madras 

i Native Infa.ntry 

I . witli 

Madras Sappers, 

Einsigu Ogilvie 

Eng-aged in attack on the Imarai)ara and 
Ivaisar Bagh. In the taking of the Iatl<'r 
lie accompauied the most advanccHl party 
of Her Majesty’s loth Foot under Captain 
Norman, a'ssi»ted in the defenc<' of t heir 
post, and went through a heavy to 

bi'ing up reinforcements, which he did, 
reraaining witti them until severely 
wounded. Captain Norman publicly 
thanks Ensign Ogilvie for his services. 


R. NAPIER, Brigadier, 

Chief Engineer. 

Roll of Officers and men who have served under Brigadier-General 
Sir E. Lugard, k.c.b., Commanding 2nd Infantry Division during the 
operations at Lucknow in March 1858, and who are deemed deserving 
of honourable mention. 

Head-Quarters, 2nd Division, 25th March 1858. 


Officer of Sappers 

honourably mentioned 
during siege of 
Lucknow, 


EDWARD LUGARD, Brigadier-GenL, 

Gommmiding 2nd hifantry Bivision. 

This Officer was killed on the 23rd November when reconnoitring 
the gate of the fort at Kooili. 

The following is an extract of Colonel Galway's report 

“ It grieves me deeply to have to report the loss on our part of 
Captain Scott, who was shot whilst endeavouring more nearly to re- 
connoitre the gate. I need not dilate on his value, as it was well known, 
but must express my sorrow at being unable to return him my thanks 
for his zealous and active services during the day.” 

Captain Scott was again honourably mentioned both by the 
Governor-General and the Commander-in-Chief in the letter and order 
given below: — 

From the Adjutant-General of the Army, Allahabad, 21st December 
1858. 

To 

The Secretary to the Government of India. 

*‘Sir, 

^ ^ ^ I am to 

express Lord Clyde's regret that Captain Scott, of the Madras Engineers, 
who had already achieved a good reputation as an officer, should have 
fallen in these operations.” 


Corps or 
Detachment. 

Rank and Names, j 

Remarks. 

Madras 

Sappers 

Lieutenant Scott 

Accompanied the advance 
party on the 11th witli 
powder bag.s and ladders. 
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General Order hj tlie Right Honourable the Governor- General, 1858. 
Allahabad, 30tli December 1858.- 

0 ^ ^ # 

“ While the conduct of the officers and men engaged in these 
operations has given the Governor-General the highest satisfaction, 

His Lordship regrets that it has been accompanied by the loss of 
Captain C. Scott, Madras Engineers, vho bad earned the approval of 
the Governmeiit by a zealous and efficient discharge of his duty.” 

On the 2Sth November 1859, Lord Clyde on the approaching 
return of the Madras and Bombay troops to their respective Presiden- 
cies, recognized their important services in General Order 143, of 
which the following portion relates to this company : — 

^ 0 ^ ^ 

The “ C ” Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, were engaged 
and distinguished at the relief of Lucknow; the Sapper Company 
subsequently remaining with General Sir James Out ram’s Force at 
Alambagh, taking a part in the siege and capture of Lucknow, and 
being afterwards constantly employed in Oude under Sir Hope Grant 
through the year 1858.” 

The following officers served with the company : — 

Lieut. C. Scott, M.E., Commanding, (killed at Koiii) 

Lieut. F. M. Raynsford, 14th N.I. 

Lieut. H. St. M. Wynch, 31st N.I. 

Lieut. W. Rawlins, 7th N.I. 

2nd-Lieut. W, Burton, M.E. 

Ensign D. S. Ogilvie, 20th N.I. (wounded). 

The following were admitted to the 3rd Class of the Order of Merit, 
in consideration of the conspicuous gallantry displayed by them at 
Lucknow on the dates mentioned : — 

Havildar Tiruvengadam, 17th November 1857. 

In the attack on a building called D bungalow, the advance was 
exposed to a heavy flank fire, the Havildar took three of his men to 
throw up some cover, and whilst placing a plank to revet the earth was 
shot through the arm. 

Private Bagavathi, 11th March 1858. 

„ Perumalix, 11th March 1858. 

These two, carrying powder and sand bags, were with Captain 
Scott in advance of the assaulting column at the storm of the Begam 
Koti, they laid the chaige, and the gate %vas blown in under a heavy 
fire. 

Private Chinnien, 14th March 1858, when he carried a powder bag 
at the storm of the Kaisar Bagh, and breached the wall. 

The Honour Lucknow ” was granted to the Corps under 
Despatch No. 406 of 30th November 1863, from the Secretary of State 
for India. 

Operations in the Nagpur, Saugor, and Narbada 
Territories.'— Under G.O.C.C: 69 elated 16th November 1857, a 1857. 
Division was formed for Service in the Nagpur, Saugor, and Narbada 
Territories, to be composed as follows 

Brigadier G. C. Whitlock, to be a Brigadier-General, and to Com- 
mand. ■■ ■ 

, #■■■., # ■■ ■ ■■ . m ■' m ^ ■ . ■ ' 

The detachment and Companies, Sappers, now with the 
Karnul Moveable Column. 

All appointments in this Division to have effect from this date. 
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1658* ■ Operations in Bundclkhand and Saiigor—^L Company 

served with tlie column under Major-General Whitlock, which assem- 
bled at Jubbulpore in March 1858, and was present at the surprise and 
destruction of Jhigang on the 9th April 1858, the affair at Kubrai 
17th idem, the battle of Banda 19th idem, the surrender of Kirwi on 
the 25th December after a march of 70 miles in 36 hours, and the 
action at Punwarri on the 29th idem (one N.C.O. wounded), where 
Rajah Govind, the leader of the enemy, was killed. 

The services of this company were mentioned by Lord Clyde in 
his Order of the 28th November 1859, in the following words 

“ Lord Clyde cannot permit the Madras and Bombay troops to quit 
Bengal, without expressing his thanks for the useful service they have 
rendered during the past two years. 

^^L” Company Sappers and Miners, under Major-General Sir 
G. C. Whitlock, partook of the various operations under the direction 
of that officer, and have since been employed in the reduction and 
occupation of Bundelkhand and Saugor. 

# m # # # 

The whole of these troops now leaving Bengal (whether of Madras 
or of Bombay) have gained additional credit for the Armies to which 
they belong, and Lord Clyde congratulates them on being about to re- 
turn to their own Presidencies after a career of honourable service 
elsewhere.” 

The officers serving with the company, were : — 

Lieut. D. S. P. Campbell, 7th M.N.I., Lieut. J. J. Eager, 52nd M.N.I. 

3857. Sapper Allowance.— G.O.G. No. 5 dated 6th January 1857. The 

terms Palankeen allowance ” and “ Book and Instrument allowance ” 
as applied to the allowances aggregating sixty rupees per mensem, 
which are now drawn by Engineer Subalterns doing regimental duty 
with the Sappers and Miners are to be abolished, and in lieu of those 
discriminated allowances, a consolidated allowance of sixty rupees a 
month under the name of “ Sapper allowance ” will be granted to all 
Engineer Subalterns doing duty with the Sappers, whether as attached 
to companies, or holding office on the regimental staff. 

Madras Sapper Militia.— A battalion of eight companies with 
a total strength of 3 British officers, 17 Native officers, 2 
B.N.G.O.s and 1,092 Native N.C.O.s and men, was raised under G.O.G. 
223 dated 21st July 1857. Service in this battalion was under the 
same conditions as for Native Infantry, including pensions after 20 
years’ service, and its first duty was to provide guards and escorts at 
and near Madras, hut when not required for any other duty, the 
battalion was to be available for employment as Pioneers, and when 
so employed the men were to receive working pay at the rates allowed 
to the Sappers and Miners. Men of all castes were eligible for enlist- 
ment, but especially such as are likely to form good Sappers.” 

This battalion was disbanded from 10th June 1860, (G.O.C.C. 70 of 
31st May 1860), 86 men being transferred to the Madras Sappers and 
Miners, 141 men being transferred to the 1st Pegu Sapper Battalion, 
(broken up from 31st April 1863 under G.O.C.C. of 25th April 1863), into 
which the Pegu Police Battalion raised in 1858 was converted under 
G.O.G. 256 of 1st June 1860, and the remainder being transferred to 
infantry battalions, or discharged. 

Increase of Establishment —G.O.C.C. dated 19th August 1857. 
*‘A tenth company of the established strength to be added to the 
Co-ps.” ■ 
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Ct.O.C.C. dated 12tli September 1857, The Coiiimander-in-Cliief 185T, 
directs it to be notified that with the sanction of Governmeiit, the 
number of officers of the Line allowed' to do duty with the Sappers 
and Miners has been increased from 18 to 20, consequent on the addi- 
tion of a tenth company to that Corps.” 

G.O.C.C. dated October 1857, increased the establishment by two 
Sergeants, two Corporals and two Second-Corporals, for the same 
reason. 

Working Pay. — G.G.0..1234 of 2nd October 1857. “The Bight 
Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council is pleased to 
authorise the O.C.^ the Corps of Sappers and Miners at liis discretion 
to promote a soldier from one grade of working pay to another for 
superior attainments in any particular trade or work forming the 
duties of a sapper, and to direct that the increased pay shall be given 
to such soldier only for the time he is employed at the particular trade 
or work in which he excels. The regimental order promoting any 
soldier to a higher grade of -working pay under the authority here 
given, will distinctly specify for what work the increased pay is to he 
allowed. This order is applicable to the three Presidencies.” 

Increase of Establishment. — G.O.G. 368 dated 20th November 
1857. “Under authority from the Government of India, the Right 
Honourable the Governor-in-Council directs that the Corps of Sappers 
and Miners he increased from ten to twelve companies. 

In consequence of this, the number of Officers of the Line per- 
mitted to do duty with the Sappers was raised from 20 to 24, under 
G.O.C.C. 72 of 27th November 1857. 

Equipment, Tents, and Carriage —G.O.G. 398 of 15th December 
1857, laid down that the Regimental Sergeant-Major, and the Quarter- 
master-Sergeant were each allowed one Tent (Native) ; and gave the 
equipment for a company as : — 

Strength. Distribution. Tents, Native. Lascars. 


2 Sergeants 
4 Corporals 
1 Suhadar 

1 Jemadar 
4 Havildars 
8 Naicks 

2 Buglers 
105 Privates 
127 Total. 


For the Natives 5 

Hospital 1 I 

2 Sergeants 1 

4 Corporals 1 | 

Guard and Stores 1 J 

Total 9 


3 


3 


Carriage for sick. 


Krs I for Natives 


Bearers 1 B.N.C.O.s. if 5 in number 
coolv for carriage of medicine 


Carriage for tents. 
11 Bullocks 
6 Bamboo coolies 


1 

5 
1 

6 

Carriage for kits and cooking utensils ordinary movements™ 


6 B.N.C.O.s’ at 75 lbs. 
Cooking utensils 328 lbs. 



In the Field, tlie packs are carried at the x>^hlic expense, and 2 
bullocks are allowed for cooking utensils. 

Introduction of Helmets. — C.O. dated 17tli February 1858. 
“ Pending the arrival of a pattern undress helmet-hat, officers are per- 
mitted on all undress parades to wear the ordinary felt helmet-hat en- 
tirely covered with white, and with two folds of a red turband twisted 
round the temples. The two folds are not to mensiire more than 3|''' 
at cither side, and to he crossed immediately above the centre of the 
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1858 peak, at vliicli point the tiirbaiid is not to exceed 2^' in breadth.. 
It will be crossed again, and knotted behind and fall down from tins 
point (Sikh .fashion) 11''^ of the full breadth of the tiirband, which 
however should not exceed 10".” 

Language Examinations. — G.O.C.C. 37 of 9th April 1858, laid 
down that before an officer should be appointed to do duty with the 
Sappers and Miners, he must pass an examination for the general 
staff, either in Hindustani or Tamil ; and General Regulations, Section 
XXiV., Para 5, Clause VII., was revised to read : '' Officers examined 
as inteii)reters in other than the Hindustani language are not, when 
not ciiiaiified as interpreters, to be passed for Staff Employ, except 
when examined in Tamil with special reference to appointment to the 
. Sappers and Miners.” 

Working Pay. — The rates of working pay were raised under 
G.0. 1182 of 10th August 1858, by the Honourable the President of the 
Council of India in Council. 

1. A new rate of pay having been authorised for the R.E. with 
effect from the 1st January 1858, the following revised rules for working 
pay to the R.E. and the Honourable Company’s European Sappers and 
Miners, are to be considered as having come into operation from the 
same date. 

2. There shall be four rates of ’working pay per diem, for each 
%vorking period of eight hours, viz : 

Class ^^A” Is. 6d. or 12 Annas 

„ 1 Is. Od. or 8 „ 

„ 2 Os. 9d. or 6 „ 

,, 8 Os. 6d. or 4 „ 

3. General rules IV., V., VI., and VII. of G.G.O. 212 of 1854, 
remain unchanged. 

4. Working pay cannot be enjoyed in conjunction with staff’ pay 
in the D.P.W. 

5. Relates solely to R.E. companies in India. 

6. In the Company's army the men will be classed by the O.C. 
Sai>I>ers and Miners under the following rules 

7. X.C.O.s and Sappers are never to he placed in Class “A” solely 
on the grounds of long service and of very good and exemplary service. 
To be eligilde for it they must be very superior tradesman, or must be 
possessed of highly scientific and useful attainments as Draughtsmen, 
Pliotographers, Telegraphists, Overseers of Work, etc., but a Sergeant 
or First Corporal not thus qualified, may be placed in Class “ A” when 
in a situation of great trust, or in superintendence of extensive works. 

8. As the number in Class “A” must be small, the greatest care is 
to ]>e taken that no man is placed on it, without a strict investigation 
into bis qualifications. 

9. ^ On recei]>t of this order, and at such future times as may he 
convenient, the O.C. the Sappers and Miners will direct a Regimental 
(kanmittee to assemble, investigate, and record the claims of any N.GO. 
or Sapper considered by him to be eligible for Glass “ A”; ‘hut the 
approval of the (iualificatioiis of the men, and the responsibility of 
})lacing them on this class will rest with the O.C. the Corps. 

10. The proceedings of these committees with tlie G.O.s remarks, 
are to bo transmitted for information, to the Secretary to tlie 
G. of I., D.P.W., and a list of all X.C.O.s and men placed on Class “ A” 
will be kept at tlie H.Q. of the Corps, and also by the Military Auditor 
General. 

, .. ^ The O.C. the Sappers and Miners can restore any man to Class 
‘A;; but no A. GO or Sapper can be placed by him on it originallv, 
until Ins {]iialifieatioiis liave been recorded by a Regimental Committee. 
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12., Men not enrolled in Class will, if N.C.O.s, be rated in the 1858. 
1st Class, but if of any other rank, the ratmg in the 1st 2ncl or 3rci 
Class will be regulated according to the talent and industry of .the 
individual, the same to be determined by the O.C. the Corps of Sappers, 
upon a written report by the O.C. the company, under whose direction 
such Sappers and Miners shall have been employed. 

13. N.G.O.s and Sappers shall be paid the rates of working pay of 
their own class, even when employed on the duties of a lower class. 

14. The above rules are in modification of G.G.O. No. 212 dated 
3rd March 1854, and No. 1234 dated 2nd October 1857. 

Dress* — Khaki was introduced in February 1859, as the hot 1859, 
weather dress for British officers and N.G.O.s, and leather stocks were 
discontinued in the following month. The helmet was to have a khaki 
cover, and in the following October officers were directed to adopt the 
blue facings to be worn on the khaki coat, the turband of the helmet 
to be of the same colour as the facings. 

Adjutancy. — The appointment of an Infantiy officer to the 
adjutancy to the Corps was sanctioned by G.O.C.C. 51 of 17-5-1859. 

Suryey*— G.O.C.C. 134 of 9-12-1859. _“ The C.-in-C. directs the 
publication of the following regulations (which have been approved by 
Government) for instructing a certain number of the men of the 
Sappers and Miners in the higher and more scientific branches of 
their profession, etc : — 

1. A Havildar Survey Instructor is to be henceforth attached to 
tlie Corps of Sappers and "Miners. The appointment will as a rule be 
filled by a Native soldier or N.C.O., but when none such is available, a 
civilian may be appointed by special permission of H.E. the C.-in-C. 

2. The Instructor is to be borne on the rolls of the Corps as an 
effective supernumerary Honorary Havildar,” and is to receive pay, 
batta, clothing, and working pay as such, together with all rank, 
privileges, and advantages possessed by other Havildars of the Corps. 

3. Under sanction of the Supreme Government, Govindu Eaju 
is appointed Havildar Instructor of the Corps from 17-8-1859. 

4. The Commandant of the Corps is authorised to retain at 
Eegimental H.Q. for instruction in Surveying etc., one N.C.O. and five 
men from each company or detachment, and as a rule, no man whilst 
under such instruction shall be liable to be ordered to proceed on 
detached duty. 

5. There shall be three grades of qualifications attainable in the 
Sapper Survey School. 

1st Grade— Ability to measure out and calculate mentally tasks 
of every description. To execute correctly and 
unassisted a chain survey and to plot the same. To 
trace batteries, and other simple field works. 

2nd „ — Ability to execute correctly a road survey with a 

prismatic compass, and to plot the same. To have 
gone through in a creditable manner a short course 
of architectural drawing, selected by the Com- 
mandant. 

3rd „ — Ability to execute correctly a survey with the Plane 

Table. To draw to scale from measurement, any 
building (of moderate difficulty), and to make a 
correct estimate for erecting the same. 

6. After the course of instruction noted above has once come 
into full operation, no man shall be eligible for promotion to the rank 
of Naick, until he is qualified in the 1st grade, and qualifications of 
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file Slid aB.d Srcl gra.de respectively sliall 'be equally compulsory for 
adTaiiceineiit to the rank of Haviklar and Native officer, 

7. Any sepoy or N.G.O. who has qualified himself for a certain 
grade, but, who niay not for want of vacancies' or other causes liaxe 
obtained' the corresponding rank, will be entitled to the following 
addition to his military pay : — 

If a Private If a Naick If a Havildar 

1st Grade — 1 anna per diem 
. 2nd Grade — 2 annas do. 1 anna per diem 

3rd Grade —3 annas do. 2 annas do. 1 anna per diem. 

8. Certificates of qualification shall be granted by the Coni’' 
riiaiidaiit, and an extract from regimental orders sliall be sufieient 
voucher for payment of the extra allowance. 

9. In order to provide for the instruction of the several companies 
detached from regimental H.Q., the best qualified man in each company 
shall he appointed a “ Deputy Instructor ” and shall if a Private, have 
tlie (honorary) rank and pay of a Naick— if a Naick, that of Havildar — 
with siieh extra military pay as he may be entitled to under para 7. 

10. Provisional certificates of qualfication in any grade may be 
granted by the O.C. a detachment, who will report the same to 
regimental H.Q,, and the Commandant will on his tour of inspection, 
examine all men in possession of such certificates, with a view^ to 
confirming the same. 

11. These ^^Deputy Instructors” of companies shall he appointed 
by the Conimandant, who shall have also power at any time to take 
aivay the honorary rank and emoluments on account of inefficiency 
or misconduct. 

12. No N.O. shall be appointed Deputy Instructor” of a company, 
and in ease of a Havildar being so appointed, he will recei ve as reiniinera- 
tion twice the amount of extra military pay to which he would otherwise 
have been entitled under the provisions of para. 7. 

13. An honorary Naick Instructor on being promoted to a full 
Naiekship in the Corps, may, if recommended, still eontiniie to lioldliis 
appointment as Instructor, with the superior rank, (lionorary) ot 
Havildar. 

14. The honorary Naieks and Havildars (Instructors) shall be 
borne on the strengtli of the Cor|)s as eftective supernumeraries. 

15. No Sepoy or N.C.O, shall be admitted to the survey school 
wlu) has not gone through the usual training, as noted helowg and is 
not considered ])rofi(ieiit in at least two of the branches enurnerated: — 

Parallels, Batteries, Single Sap, Flying Sap, Mining, Blasting, 
Pontooning, Rowing, Brickmaking, Knotting and Splicing. 

10, Until^ the system has come into partial operation, the 
Commandant is authorised to promote men as heretofore, and after 
that he may for a time promote to the grade of Havildar, men wdio ha ve 
passed the 1st, and rectommend for the rank of a Native officer, such 
as have passed the 2nd test. 

Second War in China, 1 860.~““A” and “K” Companies served 
with the second expedition to China, wdth the force under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-General Sir J. Hope Grant, g.c.b. They em])arked at 
Madras on 28th March 1860, wdth the following officers : “ 

Ca])tain H. M. J. Shaw-Stewart M.E., Commanding. 

“A” Company— Capt. H. F. Dakeyne, 22nd M.N.I. 

Lieut. A, F. Filgate, M.E. 

‘"K” Company — Capt. N. Swanston, 37th Grenadiers. 

Lieut. E. Foorcl, 23rd N.L.I. 

Lieut. D. H. Traill, R.E. 

Assistant Surgcouj R.E. Pcarse was in medical charge. 
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Hong Kong wa-s I’eaohed on 27th April, and after a tliree^weeks’ stay i860* 
at Kowloon sailed again on 18th May, and aiTived in Talienwaii Bay . 
on 16 tii June. Lieut. H. J. G. Gordon, R.E., and a sergeant joined "LA’ 
Compaii}" at Hong Kong, having arrived from Madras on the 16th May, 
and during the stay in Talienwan Bay, Lieut. Gordon was accidentally 
drowned. The Sa.p|:)ers -were camped near Talienwan till 24th July, 
when they i:o-end)arkecl, and moved to Pehtang, landing there on 7tii 
August. They were present at the action in front of the entrenchments 
at Binlio on 12th August, and on the night of the 13th, they formed 
part of a working party that was sent in the direction of Tang-koo to 
throw up cover for the riflemen. After reconnoitring the fort closely, 
tlie party set to work, and by daybreak a good line of cover had been 
thrown up al)out 400 yards from the fort. About 6 a.ni. the 1st Division 
advanced to tlie attack, and parties of t he Madras Sappers accompanied 
tlie force with sealing ladders and powder bags, the artillery 
silenced the enemy’s fire, and the pontoons and scaling ladders were 
called for, but before ttiey could reach the ditch, the Tartar garrison 
had fled. During tlie 18th and 19th small bridges were prepared 
to take the artilleiy over the canals and ditches for the attack on the 
Taku Forts, and on the 19th these were placed in position ; on the night 
of 2Ut[i every available Sapper was at work on the batteries, and these 
w'(M-e completed so quietly tliat the Tartars did not discover them till the 
troo])s were ill position at 4-30 a.m. on 21st, when they opened fire. 
During the assault the Sappers divided into four parties, accompanied 
the stormers, a pontoon party under Lieut. Pritchard, R.E., a ladder 
party under Lieut. Hime, R.E., a party for removing obstacles under 
Lieiit. Traill, R.E., and a party with powder bags under Lieut. Clements 
R.E. ; Lieut. Traill, joined the ladder i>arty and was one of the first to 
enter the fort; Lieut. Filgate with a party of Sappers was highly 
])raised for tlie rapidity with which under a heavy fire he made a 
causeway for heavy artillery across a canal close to the fort. I?^art of 
“ K ” Company was left at the Taku forts under Lieut, M. E. Foord and 
Lieut. Traill to demolish the forts on the south side of tlie river. On 
10th September Captain Shaiv-Stewart received orders to take ‘‘A” 
Company to Tientsin, and on arrival there he was ordered to join the 
army as soon as possible, leaving the company to follow * he caught 
up the army on 20th September at Changkiawan, in time to be present 
at the battle of Palichow. By the beginning of Oc.tober the siege train 
having arrived at Tungehow, escorted by “A” Company witli whom 
w{u*e Captain Dakeyne and Swanston, and Lieut. Filgate, the army was 
n>ady to advance, and on 3rd October, moved round the N.E. angle of 
Pekin to tlie open plain beyond. The convenHon ot peace was signed 
on 24th of Octolier, ami tlie Madras Sappers left Pekin on 7tii Xovem- 
lier with tlie 2nd Division under Sir Robert Xapier ; they reached 
Tientsin on I2th, and embarking on gunboats were taken to the moutli 
of the Peiho, wiiere they transhipped and sailed on 17th Xoveniber for 
Hong Kong. The Governor in Council at IVladras in noticing Captain 
Sliaw-Stowart’s reports to the Commandant, observed— that the 
reports are most crediralde to the detachment of tlie Madras Sappers 
recently employed in China, where they appear to liave well sustained 
the ancient re]>utation of tiieir Corps.” 

The following is an extract from the ord<?r issued liy the Governor- 
General on the conclusion of the war: — 

Camp, Juhlmlpore, tlie 17th January 1861. His Exi^ellency tlie 
Vicerov and Govern or- Genera I of India lias rnmdi safisfaetion in 
]>uhlishing for general information the subjoiiUMl h‘U(‘r date<l tlie 21st 
Xovemher h860, from Lieutenant-General Sir J. JIo|)e Grant, gcb, 
Commander of the Forces in China, bringing to notice the services 
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cliiring the campaign in that country of the native troops of all arms 
.which proceeded to Ch,ina from Bengalj Madras, and Bombay. 

The Governor-General congratulates the troops on ^the high testi- 
mony which they have earned ior themselves from their distinguislied 
co,mmaiider by their exemplary conduct in Camp ^ and Garrison, and 
by their valour in the Field. 

' # * ^ ^ 

Head-Quarters, Tientsin, 21st November 1860. 

My Loed.— Peace having been concluded with this country, and 
many of the native troops serving in the Expeditionary Force being 
about to return to India, it becomes my duty to bring to your 
Excellency’s notice the services of the Regiments and Corps of Her 
Majesty s Indian Army which have been serving during the campaign. 
m m ^ » 

The two companies of Madras Artillery under Captain Hicks, and 
the two companies of Madras Sappers under Captain Shaw- 
Stewart, rendered good and useful services in the operations which 
preceded, and led to the fall of the Taku Forts. The latter Corps was 
most energetic in working without relief at the construction of the 
batteries, and have always shewn themselves to be cheerful and willing 
workm'en. 

J. HOPE GRANT, Lieut.-General, 

Commander of the Forces. 

Captain Shaw^-Stewart, R.E., was recommended to favourable notice 
for his exertions in trench dut}^, and he ’was accordingly promoted to 
the rank of Major in the Army from the loth February 1801. 

The companies of Madras Sappers hvorked continuously, rendering 
most valuable aid. 


Lieut. Filgate, M.E., was favourably mentioned for directing a 
working party under fire during the attack. 

The Honours Taku Forts ” and “ Pekin ” were granted to 
these companies. 

Pay and Allowances*— A revised scale of pay for B.N.C.Ofs. was 
introduced by G.O.G. Ill of 20th March I860, only to come into force 
for those then serving, when it proved advantageous to them by 
promotion. 

In garrison within On Field Service, or 

2(M.) miles of the beyond 2iH) miles 

Presidency. from Presidem y. 


Regtl. Sergt.-Major Rs. 
Regtl. Q.M.S. 

Sergeant „ 

Corporal „ 

2nd Corporal 
The allowances granted 


63 15 8 Rs. 65 3 7 

56 8 5 „ 57 12 4 

36 10 5 „ 37 14 3 

26 11 4 „ 27 15 3 

22 0 10 „ 23 4 8 

to officers serving in the Corps were 
amended under G.O.G. 116 of 22nd March 1860, as follows 

Officers attached to the Sappers and Miners shall, when perma- 
nently in command of a company, draw as extra remuneration Rs. 100 
per mensem, under all circumstances whilst present with the company 
or part of it, whether at Head-Quarters of the Corps or on detachment 
in the Field. In future no officer shall be placed permanently in 
command, of a company of Sappers until he shall have passed an 
€^xamination in Field Engineering, embracing the subjects given below, 
and will also he expected to have some general knowledge of Perma- 
nent Fortification. 

(a) Tile tracing of parallels and approaches. 

(b) Batteries of all kinds, field powder magazines ; field works 
such as redoubts, redans, etc., single, double, and flying sap. 

(e) Mining, pontooning, and blasting. 
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Ceil'.ilicates, of qaalifications will be .granted by the Commandant 
of tlie Corps, who, in notifying the same for the information and 
.approval of H.S. the C -in-O., will forward the examination papers to 
the A.G. of the- Army. 

The names of all officers obtaining such certificates (with date of 
examination) will be notified in the ■Government Gazette,, and the 
honorary mark, M.E.'’ (Military Engineer) will be affixed to their 
names in the army list. It is to be understood that this examination 
in no way cancels the certificate in Surveying required by the general 
regulations for all Sapper officers 12 months after their appointment 
to do duty with the Corps, and if after a further interval of six months 
an officer shall not have qualified also in Military Field Engineering, 
he will on the recommendation of the Commandant be remanded to 
his regiment. The Adjutant and Quartermaster are to be considered, 
in common with other officers of the Corps, liable to examination, and 
entitled to all the corresponding advantages, but with the understand- 
ing that they shall not be appointed to the actual commaiid of a 
company to the prejudice of any other qualified officer at Head- Quarters, 
who may be available for the duty. The allowance is claimable for 
only one company. 

To these rules the following was added under G.O.G. 511 of litli 
December i860 : — 

“Officers of Engineers attached to the Sappers and Miners are 
exempted from passing the “ M E ” examination before obtaining the 
permanent command of a company.’’ 

Officers and B.N.C.O/s.— Extract from Despatch No. 30 dated 
18th January 1861 from the Secretary of State for India. 

13. The Engineer Corps of the several Presidencies will continue 
to be, as at present, principally “ Cor}>a of Officers,” having no Euro- 
pean soldiers attached to them. But Engineer officers may be posted, 
as at present, as far as they can be made available, to the Corps of 
Native Sappers, which must be maintained on the present footing, 
which in many points resembles that of Irregular Native Infantry. 

14. It is very desirable to continue the practice of posting a large 
number of European N.C.O.s. to the Native companies of Sappers and 
Miners. These men have hitherto been obtained by selection from 
the men enlisted for Artillery and Infantry, and have been liable to 
be remanded to their regiments on misbehaviour. 

15. The men so selected have undergone a special course of 
training at Chatham, and after serving in India in the Sappers and 
Miners, and acquiring some knowledge of the Native language, a 
portion of them who were able to pass the requisite examination w'ere 
appointed Overseers in the P.W.D. 

16. I have communicated with H.K.H. the General C.-in-C. 
regarding the best method of providing men for this duty, and for 
keeping up the supply of vacancies in the P.W.D. , a considerable 
portion of whom have been drawn hitherto from the Local Eiirupeaii 
Sappers. H.RH. is of opinion that it would be advisable to try 
the experiment of obtaining volunteers from the RE., such men, 
as volunteers, being required to sign a declaration of their willing- 
ness to be remanded, in the event of their being guilty of gross 
misconduct to the R.A. in India, as there are no companies of R.E. 
in that country. Should a difficulty arise as to obtaining sufficient 
volunteers from the R.E., volunteers may be taken from the Line, 
and trained at Chatham, like the Engineers soldiers who have 
hitherto been selected from the Artillery recruits of the Indian 
Forces. 
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17. These men" could be remanded to any Line regiment in 
India. 

It was laid down in G.O.G.G. 960 dated 22-10-1861, that Infantry 
officers doing,, duty with the Sappers and Miners are perma- 
nently -appointed,, in the same manner as officers, permaiieiitly 
doing duty with Irregular Corps, and that therefore service in the 
Sappers and Miners would count as Staff Service for the purposes 
of promotion in the Staff' Corps. 

1862. Musketry •—'Til e following scale of practice ammunition was 
laic! down by G.O.G. 16 of 10-1-1862, and is the first instance I have 
been able to find of ammunition being allotted to the Sappers and 
'Miners for practice :™ 

Balled ammunition, 50 rounds per man. 

Blank „ 100 

Percussion caps, one-tenth in excess of number of rounds. 

Reduction of Establishment" -Under G.O.C.C. 14 dated 
oO-i“lS62, the number of companies in the Corps was reduced to 
10, as ‘‘No portion of the Corps is now required to be retained 
in the Pegu Division.” 

Tlie two junior companies “L” and “M” were ac('Orclingly reduced 
by pensioning such men as were not in every respect fit for active 
service in the Field, provided they had completed the prescribed 
pei'iod of service. Short service men who were considered to liave 
established special claims on account of service in the Field, were 
granted donations in proportion to tiieir supposed merits. Those not 
having any such claims were paid up, and discharged, with the 
ordinary gratuity and travelling allowance. 

The companies were finally broken up on 26rd July 1862. 

Equipment, Tents and Carriage.- Under G.O.G. 280 of 
15-7-1862, tlie following alterations were made in the equipment laid 
down by G O.G. :398 of 1857:— 

An additional tent Native was allowed for the Natives. 

One tent European was allowed for the six B.N.C.O.s in lieu of 
tw’o tents Native. One lascar was abolished ; and carriage was increased 
to 14 bullocks and 7 bamboo coolies. Tents for families were also 
sattetioned according to the number entitled, and two tarpaulins 
were allowed for the tent European. 

Allowances- — A contingent allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem, wuas 
sanctioned for the first time for a company of Sai>].>ers and Miners 
under G.O.G. 412 of 21-10-1862. This allowance to cover the expenses 
of writing, stationery, re]>air of accoutrements and arms, and in 
ordinary circumstances the cost of repairing tools. 

866, 311owance5. — Under G.O.G. 17 of i3-l-1865, tlie Cor|>s was 

exempted fi*oni the rule which limits the grant of compensation for 
deariK^ss of rice to Troops that are not in receipt of Batta. 

This order had retrospective effect from the 1st May 1864, heing 
the date from which the provisons of G.O.G. No. 194, dated 25th idem, 
came into operation. 

Move of the Mead* Quarters of the Corps.— Tlie H.Q. of tlie 
Corps arrivi^l at Bangalore from Dowlaishwarani on 12tli IVlarcli 1865. 

Precedence, British and Native Troops. — G.O.G. 216 dated 
Fort St. George (5th June 1865. 

G.O.G.G. 566 of 1865 is republished 

The Right Honourable th(3 Governor-General in Council is ydeased 

^ all ocasions of parade, Bdtish 
Troops are to take precedence of Native Troops of every branch of the 
service. 
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iNative Corps will take precedence among- tliemseives in tiie i865. 
following order : — 

1. The Body Guard has the precedence of all Native Corps 

whaiever. 

2. Horse Artillery, whether mounted or dismounted, take the 

right of all Cavalry. 

3. Cavalry, whetlier mounted or dismounted, take the right of 

all Infantry. 

4. Foot Artillery take rank after Cavalry, 

0. Tlie Corps of Sappers and Miners takes the right of all Native 

Infantry. 

^ 

5}^ # ^ ^ ^ 

% ^ ^ ^ # 

TJiese rules are applicable to the three Presidencies. 

Skeleton Company of Royal Engineers, and Appoint- i867. 
ments. — G.O.C.C. 9 dated Fort St, George 26-1-1867. 

The following extract from G.O, by His Excellency tlie 
Commander-in-Chief in India, is with the sanction of Goverriment, 
republished and made applicable to this Presidency : — 

No. 277, dated Camp Agra, 20-11-1S66. 

1. Under instructions from Government, H.E. the C.-and-C. in 
India is pleased to direct the publication of tlie following rules regarding 
the maintenance in each Presidency of a Skeleton Company of Ro 3 "al 
Engineers, from which men will be selected, according to the wants of 
the Presidency concerned, for the D.P*W, and Native companies of 
Sappers and Miners. 

2. To furtherance of this end, twm companies have been added to 
the estalrlisliment of Royal Engineers at Chatham, to increase the 
means of training recruits for employment in India, 

3. Subject to the approval of H.R.IT. the Field ]\rarslial Com- 
manding-in-Chief, volunteers for service in India will be accepted from 
any rauk and trade, provided the\^ are men of good character, wlio 
have served not less tlian 2 years at the time of their embarkation for 
India, and have tiieii not less than 5 years of unexpired contract, 
original or renewed. 

4. The annual drafts of Engineer Soldiers wall be sent out to 

1 Colour Sergeant each Presidenc}-, under the command or Eugi!U‘er 

5 Sei-geants Officers, and will be provided with N.C.O.s in 

6 Corporals proportion to the estabiisliment of a company of 

2 fSerr*'*" " Engineers, 

leu Sappers 

5. Tlie Colour Sergeant will hold the acting rank of Sergcant- 
]\Iajor w’liilst so eniployed with the detachment, and will revert to the 
grade of S(n’geant, when tlie detachment reaches Head-Quarters in Inclia. 

0. Detacliments of Engineer soldiers arriving in India wail proceed 
to ilm Sap] HH’ Head-Quarters of Presidencies under the command of the 
Engineer officers who brouglit them out. 

7. These skeleton companies are to be placed under the Comman- 
dants of the Corps of Sappers and Miners in Bengal, Madras, a nd B< nnliay 
resp(‘Ctively, the immediate charge being taken by an officer of R.E. 

8. Each company will have a permanent strength of one Second 
Captain, wiio will perform the duties of Adjutant ; one Colour Sergeant, 
who will perform the duties of Pay Sergeant ; with a fluctuating 
establishment of N.C.O. s according to the number of Privates from 
time to time doing duty with the company, according to the scale 
specified in para. 4. 
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9. Tlie Commandant and Adjutant of Sappers and Miners in each 
Presidency, will always be officers of R.E. ; the former a Field officer 
if possiHe, but not of lower rank than First Captain, and the latter a 
Second Captain if practicable. 

10. The drafts of each season on arrival at Head-Quarters, wdll 
join the R.E. company in their several grades. 

11. X.C.O.’s who may be in excess of the establishment, will be 
borne as supernumeraries until absorbed, and Privates will remain in 
the ranks until promoted in their own company, in Native companies, 
ormtheD.P.W. 

12. Every European Engineer soldier in India, no matter how 
employed, will be borne on the strength of the R.E. company attached 
to Ills Presidency. 

13. Men serving at Head-Quarters, will be instructed and fitted 
for service in the D.P.W., and as N.C.O.’s of Native companies of 
Sappers and Miners. 

14. On permanent transfer to departments, the places of efiective 
N.C.O.*'s will be filled up in companies at Head-Quarters by absorbtion 
of supernumeraries, or promotion, as the case may be. 

15. Men in civil employ, may be permitted to retinn to their 
com])anies, with the sanction of Government, either at the recom- 
mendation of a Medical Board, or at their own request, in either case 
in the grade wffiich they held when they quitted their respective 
companies. 

1 6. N C.O.'s reduced to the ranks by the sentence of a Court-Martial 
or otherwise, will, unless there be good reasons to the contrary, be 
forthwith transferred under the orders of the C.-in-C. to a company 
%vhich is not on the Indian Establishment. The cost of such transfer 
being defrayed by the Indian Government. 

17. An Engineer soldier may be transferred from an Indian to a 
Home company at the recommendation of a Medical Board, in 
which case the grade he is to hold in the company to which he 
is posted, will be determined by H.R.H. the Field Marshall, 
Commanding-in-Gliief, in reference to his character, length of service, 
and the position -which he would occupy had he not volunteered for 
Indian service. 

18. Volunteers for India will remain in the Indian companies 
throughout the period of their engagement, unless removed as above 
provided, on account of misconduct or ill health. They will enjoy the 
same privileges of pay and pension as men originally enlisted for the 
service of the Indian Government, and in respect of pension the whole 
period of service of an Engineer soldier will be reckoned as “ Service 
in India.^’ 

19. Engineer soldiers will be transferred to the Unattached List 
from the date they join they P.W.D., and those under the rank of 
Sergeant will be eligible for promotion to that grade after approved 
effective service in the Department with uniform good conduct for 
the full period of twelve months, if recommended by their immediate 
superiors for such promotion, provided their total service as soldiers 
be not less than three years ; such rank, however, is conditional on 
their remaining on the Unattached List, and is forfeited on remand to 
Regimental Duty, from whatever cause, except for discharge. 

20. ^ The rank of Sergeant, attained under this order, qualifies for 
promotion to the Warrant Grade in accordance with Chapter I, para. 
5, of the F.W. Code, 
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21. On service the E.E. companies, in whatsoever strength they 
may happen to be, will always take the . Field with Sapper Head- 
Quarters ; any Engineer soldiers ordered on service from civil employ 
will join these companies in their actual rank, and will be employed 
at the discretion of the Commanding Engineer, according to the 
wants of the service. 

22. Each soldier’s attestation and record of service will be kept at 
Sapper Head-Quarters of Presidencies, his record of character and 
service being filled up from the periodical I’etiirn of the Department 
under wdiich he serves. 

^ 23. The monthly returns of companies wdll be made to the 
Adjutant- Generals of Presidencies, and duplicates of the same wdll be 
forwarded by the respective Commandants to the D.A.G., R.E., in 
England. 

Search Party to the Little Andamans — One Jemadar, one 
Haviidar, and six Sappers of '"D” Company accompanied an expedition 
wdiich left Port Blair on 6th May 1867, to ascertain the fate of the 
crew" of the Assam Valley who w^ere supposed to have fallen into the 
hands of the natives of the Little Andamans. Lieut. Much of H.M. 
24th, endeavoured to land on 7th in three boats, but only one in 
%vhich w"ere Jemadar Muttien and four Sappers succeeded in landing, 
and they had to get out of the boat into nearly o feet of water. They 
found the remains of the illfated crew", and then as the natives w"ere 
attacking them, and getting on to their flianks, they endeavoured to 
re-embark, but by this time the surf was running lo' to 20' high, 
and the boat upset, one officer being drowned; after one attempt 
with a raft, from which some of the party w"ere sw"ept off, and three 
attempts with a boat, they all regained the ship but almost destitute 
of clothing. They returned to Port Blair next day, and Lieut. Much 
reported : — 

“ I cannot speak too highly of the manner in w"hich all behaved. 

X X X I have likewise great pleasure in reporting the excellent manner 
and bearing of the x x x x also of the Sappers and Miners under 
Jemadar Muttien, wrho under most trying circumstances behaved 
w"ith every degree of pluck, rendering Mr. Dunn and myself when 
perfectly helpless in the surf, the greatest assistance, and helped us out 
to the boat when Mr. Douglas came to rescue us. 

Honours and Distinctions. — G.O.G.G. 1032,^ dated Fort St. 
George 30th December 1867. The follow"ing extracts from G.O.G.s are 
republished — 

No. 1032 of 1867. His Excellency the Governor-General in 
Council is pleased to admit Jemadar Muttien of the Madras Sappers 
and Miners to the 3rd Class of the order of Merit, in consideration of 
Ills gallant conduct when attached to the expedition which proceeded 
to the Little Andaman Island in May 1867, in search of the Commander 
and some of the crew of the Assam Valley . 

Working Pay of R E. and European Artificers "“G O. G.G. 
787 dated 8th August 1867. A new rate of working pay having been 
sanctioned for the artificers of the Corps of Royal EIngineers, the same 
rates w"ill be made applicable to the European artificers of the several 
Corps of Sappers and Miners in India, from the 1st August 1867. 

2. From that date the designation and daily rates of w^orking 
pay will be as folio w"s : — 

1st rate 2 shillings, or 1 rupee. 

2nd ,, 1 shilling 6 pence, or 12 annas 

3rd j, 1 ,, 0 ,, 8 „ 

4-th 0 ,, 9 b p 

fitli ,, 0 „ 6 „ 4 ,, 


1867. 



1867 .. 


8, As, heretofore, the working day will be considered equal to 
eight hours. For shorter or longer periods, the proportion of working 
pay will be — 


For less than 2 hours’ labour — nil. 

For 2, hours’ labour — 

From 2 to 4 hours’ labour- 
From 4 to 6 hours’ iabour- 
From 6 to 8 hours’ labour- 
For 10 hours’ labour — 

For 12 , „ 

For 34 „ „ 

For 16 , „ 

Working parties employed in water will be allowed at the rate of a 
day and a quarter’s pay for one day’s work. 

4. The first rate is only to be given to those capable of producing 
•^vork of a superior kind, and no man is to be placed in this class with- 
out a strict investigation into his qualifications by a Regimental 
Committee. 


I day’s working pay, 
i day’s 

i day’s „ 
a full day’s 

IJ- day’s working pay. 

II 
1 3 

double working pay. 


5. Serjeants, Corporals and Second Corporals may receive the 
first rate of working jmy when employed in situations of trust, or in 
superintendance of works, without being brought before a Regimental 
Committee. On ceasing to occupy such position, they will revert to 
the second rate of working pay, unless pronounced by a Regimental 
Committee fully qualified for the first rate as artificers. 

6. Lance-Corporals and Sappers are never to be placed on the 
first rate, either as specially employed men of superior attainments, 
or as artificers, until they have been fully tested and found qualified 
for it by a Regimental Committee. 

7* The second rate is the ordinary rate of working pay for all full 
Kon-Commissioned Officers when not eligible for the first rate. It is 
also the ordinary rate for men of other ranks who are good artificers, 
and likewise for those possessing superior attainments who are not 
actually employed as miners or labourers. 

8. The lower rates of working pay are intended for miners and 
labourers—these classes, when so employed, are never to be placed on 
either the first or second rate of working pay. The fifth rate, as a rule, 
should be reserved for those mechanics or labourers who are habitual 
drunkards, or bad characters. 

9. When full Non-Commissioned Officers, Lance-Corporals, or 
Sappers are placed on the first rate as artificers, they continue on that 
rate at all times without reference to the nature of the employment, 
unless reduced for misconduct. This rule will also apply to all ranks 
of artificers on the second rate. 

10. Non-Commissioned Officers and men of superior attainments, 
when specially employed as draftsmen, surveyors, telegraphists! 
photographers, &c., will, while so employed be eligible for the first rate 
of working pay, but will revert to the second rate when the special 
employment ceases; should tfiey, if Lance-Corporals or Sappers, then 
be employed as miners or labourers they will only be eligible for the 
third rate. 

11 . Although the third rate is to be the maximum rate of working 
pay for miners and labourers when so employed, this rule is not to be 
regarded as precluding such men from being mustered as artificers, 
and receiving the higher rates of working pay, if they acquire a com- 
petent practical knowledge of any of the trades required in the Corps. 
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12. Tlie classification of men for the working pay will rest with 1867. 
the Officer Commanding the Corps of Sappers and Miners at each 
Presidency, who, at such time as may be convenient, will convene a 
Eegimental Committee of Officers, who^ after ' taking the fullest 
evidence as to the capabilities, and inspecting the work of each 
individual brought before them, 'wiil record their opinion as to his 
eligibility or otherwise for advancement to the first rate of working 
pay. ’ 111 all cases a portion of the work must, if possible, be executed 

in the presence of the Committee. The final decision and responsi- 
bility of placing such men on this scale, will rest entirely with the 
■' Officer Commanding the Corps. 

13. General zeal and activity displayed by each individual whilst 
on work, wiil be considered as special elements of qualification for 
advancement to a higher rate of working pay. 

14. A register should be kept of all Non-Commissioned Officers 
and men placed on the first rate of ivorking pay at the Head-Quarters 
of the Corps, and also by the Controller of Military Accounts at 
the Presidency, to whom the names of all so graded will be forwarded 
by the Commanding Officei'. 

15. Non-Commissioned Officers and men at present receiving 
working pay at Is. 6d. a day under the provisions of G.G.O. No. 1182 
dated lOtli August 1858, are to be advanced to the Jfirst rate of working 
pay now specified, without undergoing further examination, provided in 
all cases that they are employed on the same description of work as 
that upon which they were orginally placed on Class A. If not so 
employed, they will be dealt with under the conditions specified in 
paragraph 7. 

16. A sentence to forfeiture of working pay, or reduction to a 
lower rate, is not to afiect the good conduct pay of men of the Corps. 

17. Sentences of forfeiture, or of reduction of rates of working 
pay, are only to be applied to such offences, excepting acts of 
drunkenness, as are committed by the men while employed on the 
works, and may constitute the whole or a part of the punishment. 

18. Acts of drunkenness committed on or off the works may be 
punished by reduction to a lower rate of working pay added to any 
other punishment. 

19. When the Commanding Officer deems it necessary, under 
existing orders, to inflict the punishment of reduction to the next 
lower rate of working pay, such redixction will not be for a greater 
or less period than two months, reckoning from the date of termina- 
tion of any other punishment that may have been aw^arded at the 
same time; and if no other punishment be given, the two months 
will then reckon from the date on -which the sentence was ordeiecl- 
Tlie entiy in the Defaulters’ Book of any crime or crimes committed 
while orx the works, or of drunkenness off the works, during the 
two months, will prolong the reduction for a further period of two 
clear months from the date of the last entry, or the termination of 
punishment awarded. 

20. When in ver}^ bad cases it may be necessary, as an example, 
to reduce men more than one rate at a time, the period on the lowest rate 
specified by the Commanding Offieer, will be for two months (reckoning 
as mentioned in the preceding paragraph), and a like period will also 
be passed on each of the intermediate rates, until the men regain -that 
from which they vrere reduced. The entry in the Defaulters’ Book of 
any crime or crimes committed while on the works, or of drunkenness 
off the works during the two months the men are on the lowest rate 
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iiiontlis from the date of the last entry, or termination of puriisliment 
awarded; and in like manner, if the record of oflences takes place 
after the men hare been raised to one or more of the intermediate 
rates (btit have not regained the particular rate from which they 
were reduced by the sentence), such record will prolong the pro- 
bationary period on the intermediate rate then received, for two 
' clear months from the date of last entry, or termination of puiiisli- 
ment awarded. 

21. A conviction by Court-Martial will not affect the rate of 
working pay, unless the crime be “ Desertion’^ in which case the offender 
will, on first joining after his conviction, be placed on the lowest rate of 
w'orking pay for two months, and likewise pass a period of two months 
on each of the intermediate rates, until he regains that which he held 
at the time of his desertion. Pending liis attainment of that rate, he 
will be liable to the penalties consequent upon crimes committed on the 
works, or of drunkenness off the works, being recorded against him in 
the Defaulters’ Book, as specified in paragraphs 19 and 20. 

22. A register of the rate of working pay to which each man is 
entitled, irf to be kept on the inside of the cover of his pocket ledger, 
and care is to be taken that every change in the i‘ate of wairking pay is, 
witii the date, to be correctly entered in the register by the ofiicer in 
charge of the eoinpany or detachment, who will verify each entry by 
his signature in the proper column. The entry of llie first rate is 
invariably to be signed by the Officer Commanding the Corps. 

23. The working pay of men of the Corps will not appear in their 
ledger accounts, neither will it be liable to stoppage or deduction on 
account of company debts. The men may, however, make voluntary 
instalment payments from their working pay towards liquidating those 
debts. 

24. This order is applicable to the three Presidencies, and is in 
supersession of all previous orders on the subject. 

War in Abyssinia, 1867 — 68. “ K Company, with Captain 
Elliot, N.L, Lieut. Bird, 8.C., and Lieut. Coaker, R.E., arrived in 
Abyssinia on the 8th December 1867, and Major H. N. D. Prendergast, 
R.E., V.G., Commanding the Detachment, with Captain M. E. Foord as 
Stall* Otlicer, landed on the 12th idem together with Company, 
Lieut. Morris, R.B., Lieut. Protheroe, S.C., and Lieut, Mainwaring 
R.E., and ‘‘H” Company, Lieut. Pennycuick, R,E., and Lieut. 
Cunningham. 

The following is an extract from the report of the Commanding 
Engineer at the close of the campaign 

i\Iadras Sappers. 

“ Tlio ‘CV Company ^vns posted at Zouia and Kiimayli during the 
wdiolc campaign Tiie services performed by this company on the 
Public Works at Zouia, on the Railway, and on Kumayli Water-works, 
have been excellent. 

“ The sepoys of this company excavated a tvell on the Railway line 
85 feet in depth, without lining oi* any kind, and proved themselves very 
skilful w’orkmen.’* 

'‘I have much pleasure in recording the good services rendered by 
Lieutenant Morris, R.E., commanding this company, in superinten- 
ding the water arrangements at Kumayli. 

‘‘These services have proved most beneficial to the Transport 
Train Establishment at that x)ost; 
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I l3riiig to favourable notice the services of Lieutenants Protlieroe i867: 
and Mainwariog, assistants to Lieutenant Le Messuriei% who ’ivas in 
charge of the Wciter supply of the expedition. 

‘‘The ‘H’ Company was employed during the ivlioie campaign on 
Public Works at Zoula, and was most industrious, ever ready and willing 
to undertake any work required of it. Lieutenant ?ennycuick,, R,Er, 
conducted his duties efficiently. Lieutenant Cunningham ILE.y was 
detached to Antaio, and Cornet Dalryniple was sent to the front in 
charge of stores. 

“The ‘K’ Company commenced work on the Sanafe Pass after a 
short stay at Zoula, and afterwards when joined b\^ Head-Quarters^ im- 
proved tiie tiuck route between Antaio and Magdala, rendering it 
suitable for laden mules and elephants, and was present at the action 
of Arogi, anti taking of Magdala. Captain Elliot NJ. comrnaiided, 
Lieutenant Bird being ISubairern Officer.’’ 

Lieut. Coaker, R.E., was detached from the company on its arrival 
at Zoula, and worked with the 4th Company Bombay Sappers 
throughout the carnp>aign. 

On the lOtli April 1868, the action of Arogi was fought on the 
platform before Magdala. The “K” Company was on the right of the 
British line, and aided by the rockets of tlie Naval Brigade^ it prevented 
a detaciiincviit of the enemy from turning the flank of the 1st Brigade, 
and dispersed it. 

Major Frendergast commanded the company during this action. 

The force that assaulted Magdala on the 13tii April consisted of the 
2nd Brigade led by the 33rd Regiment, headed by a ladder party of the 
Royal Engineers and “K” Company Sappers and Miners. Before an 
entrance was forced, Captain Elliot, Cornet Dairyrnple, and Serjeant 
Balding had received contusions, and Haviidar Kistnasami had been 
severely wounded in the arm. 

Extract from the despatches by Major-General Sir C. Staveley, 

K.C.B., Commanding 1st Division, dated 14th April, 1868. 

“ I wish to bring the names of the following officers to the notice of 
His Excellency : — ^Major Pritchard, R.E., (who was wounded), and. who 
mentions the able assistance he received from Captain Elliot (Comman- 
ding ‘K’ Company Madras Sappers and Miners), Captain Foord, Lieut 
Bird, Cornet Dairyrnple, and Surgeon Pearl.” 

** I wish to recommend to the favourable notice of the Commander- 
in-Ohief, Major Frendergast, V.C., the senior officer with the R.B., and 
companies of Madras Sappers and Miners”. 

In Sir Robert Napier’s General Order of the 22nd April 1868, he 
addressed the force as follows : ‘‘ You traversed, often under a tropical 
sun, or amidst storms of rain and sleet, 400 miles of mountainous and 
rugged country. You have crossed ranges of mountains, (many sfceep 
and precipitous) more than 10,000 feet in altitude, where your supplies 
could not keep pace with you. In four days you passed the formidable 
cliasrn of the Bashilo; and when within reach of your enemy, though 
witii scanty food, and some of you were for many hours without either 
food or water, you defeated the army of Theodore, whieli poured down 
upon you from its lofty fortress in full confidence of victory. 

“ A iiost of many thousands have laid down their arms at your 
feet. Y'ou iiave captured and (destroyed upwards of 30 pieces of artillery. 

^ ^ * You stormed the almost inaccessible fortress of Magdala, 
defended by Theodore and a desperate reinnaiit of his chiefs and 
followers.” 

In his Despatch, dated 1st June 1868, Sir Robert Napier wrote as 
follows ; ‘‘The works of the Madras and Bombay Sappers and Miners 
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1888 * under Major Preiiclergast, V.C., R.E., and Captain MacDonnell, E,E., 
'* lia¥e been singularly valuable and important,” and again, “ I desire to 
express my very liigli appreciation of the services of the oiBcers com- 
manding the several corps of the Expeditionary Force, and of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers who have served under 
them during the campaign. ' Major Prendergast, 

V.C., R.E., Madras Sappers and Miners.” ^ 

The three companies returned to India in June 1868. 

Tlie following is an extract from the despatch by Major-General 
Russell, commanding at Zoula, dated 3rd June 1868 

On taking command, the troops were thus distributed : — 

Zoula— X X X X X X One company Madras Sappers. 

Working on railway between Zoula and Kumayli — x x x a portion 
of a company of Madras Sappers and Miners. 

Kumayli— X x x x x x a portion Madras Sappers. 

The Madras Sappers have been constantly at work increasing the 
width of the pier, making embankments along the shore to prevent 
the invasion of the sea, erecting hospital and other buildings, and 
assisting in the making of the railroad. 

Those of the Sappers at Kumayli were employed on the railroad 
and at the wells, and they all performed their work with untiring 
energy.” 

On the conclusion of the war the following extract from a 
Military Despatch No. 70 dated 3rd July 1868, from the Secretary of 
State for India, was published in the Fort St. George Gazette, of the 4th 
August 1868 

“ I transmit for the information of your Lordship’s Government a 
copy of a Despatch which, in accordance with the command of Her 
Majesty, I have this day addressed to the Governor-General in 
Council, conveying to the Government and Army of India the thanks 
of Her Majesty for the service rendered by them in the conduct of 
the operations in Abyssinia, the termination of which in the most 
satisfactory manner has been recently reported to Her Majesty’s 
Government.” 

* # # * 

I especially desire to record the high sense which Her Majesty’s 
Government entertain of the zeal and alacrity displayed in the des- 
patch of the detachment of the Madras Sappers and Miners to take 
part in the expedition, and of the excellent service rendered by that 
body of men during the campaign, in the course of which they well 
maintained the high reputation of the Madras Army, no less than of 
the distinguished Corps which they represented.” 

Major Prendergast received a Brevet Lieut. Colonelcy. 

Siibadar Perumalu, and Jemadar Chinnien were admitted to thp 
2nd Class of the Order of British India. ® 

Honours and Distinctions.— Extract from G.O.G.G 1181 of 
30th November 1869. Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
approve of the undermentioned Regiments and Corps of the Indian 
Army bearing the word “ Abyssinia” on their Colours or Appointments ” 

xxxxxxxx 


Company Madras Sappers and Miners 
“K" 


JJ 

n 


R.C. Skeleton Companies— G.G.G.G. 418 dated 2^>nd April 
1868. The following military letter from the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for India, No. 96 dated the letli March 1868 is 
published for general information ’ 
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. India Office, 

No. 96. . London 19th March, 1868. 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Go^^emor- General 
ill Council. 

Para. 1. I have now to acquaint you, with reference to previous 
despatches on tiie subject, that Her Majesty has been pleased to 
approve, with a view to the better organization of the Ro3aal Engineers 
employed in India, that three Skeleton Companies be formed, one 
for service in each Presidency, to be considered as Siiperniimetary 
to the establishment of the Corps, and to be styled the 41st Company 
for Bengal, 42nd Company for Madras, 43rd Company for Bombay, 
and the following estabiishment for each company: — 

1 'Second Captain 1 Colour Sergeant. 

The ofBcers to be taken from the Royal Engineers doing duty in 
India, and tlie N.C.Os. from among those serving in that country, who 
are now borne as supernumeraries to the Corps. 

2. This arrangement is to take effect from 1st of the month suc- 
ceeding that in which the order is received at each Presidency for the 
formation of the compaii}^. 

With reference to para. 2, it is hereby notified that the above 
despatch was received at this Presidency on 18th April 1868, the 
arrangement will therefore take place from the 1st May 1868. 

Pay of European Soldiers, Sappers and Miners* — G.O.G. 
417 dated Fort St. George, 5th May 1868. It is notified that the 
monthly rates of pay of N.C.O.s and Soldiers of E.E. serving in India, 
laid down in G.G.O. No. 1035 of 1st November 1867. (Madras G.O.G. 
1867, 15th November 1867) are applicable to the European N.C.Os. and 
Soldiers of the Sappers and Miners, as well as to the companies of 
R.E. 

2. When they are in departmental employ, and not in receipt of 
consolidated salaries, the present rate of pa}^, calculated for any month 
ill the year, will continue to be the authorized scale. 

3. The new rate of pay will not apply, so long as they continue 
in their present rank, to men who under the existing scale of pay 
of the Sappers and Miners receive more than under the R.E. rate. 

Working Pay ' — G.O.G.G. No. 717 dated Simla' 22nd July 1868. 
The following extracts from G.O.s by the Government of India are 
republished:-— 

No. 717 dated Simla the 22nd July 1868. The Right Honourable 
tlie Governor-General in Council is pleased to sanction revised scales 
of working pay for the Native troops in the three Presidencies. 

2. Working pay will be allowed ivhen the troops are employed in 
j\rilitary or Public Works, other than those connected with tlieir own 
lines or ]>arades in Cantonments, or the improvement or 
protection of their position or camp on service. 

3. The following rates wall be allowed in future 


Sappers and Miners, 


Subadars 


8 annas. 

Jemadars 


6 » 

Non-Commissioned ' 

1 1st Class 

4 „ 

Officers and 

\ 2nd „ 

3 

Rank and File 

1 3rd „ 

2 „ 


The classification observed in G.G.O. No. 212 dated 3rd March 
1854 and No. 1234 dated 2nd October 1857, will continue to be carefully 
observed. 


The working day will be reckoned at 8 hours, and no working pay 
will be granted for less than two hours labour. For broken periods 
the proportions of working pay will be 

For 2 lioiirs— f clay. 

From 2 to 4 hours— ' | „ 

From 4 to 6 hours — „ 

From 6 to 8 hours — full clay, 

and for longer periods in the same proportion. 

Working parties employed in water, will be allowed at the rate of 
s day and a ciuarters pay for ope day’s work. 

nusketry.—The S.I.E.A. Meeting was started at Bangalore in 
this year, and Lieut. Hamilton won the Eevolver Prize, and the 
Champion Stakes, the latter being fired at 700 and 800 yards 
In 1869, Captain H.E. Elliot won the Officers’ plate 
In 1870, the following successes >vere scored at the ]\reeting : — 
Officers Prize, SOO and 500 yards— Captain H. E. Elliot 1st 

Lieut H. M. Dale 2nd 
Cax^tain F. H. Mathias 3rd 
Ladies’ Prize, 100 and 200 yards— Lieut. A. F. Hamilton 2nd 
Eevolver Prize Captain F. H. Mathias 1st 

Sportsmen’s contest Lieut. A. F. Hamilton 1st 

In 1876, the Corps scored the following: — 

Army pistol stakes Captain A. P. Hamilton 1st 

Officers’ Plate Captain A. P. Hamilton 2nd 

Independent Firing N.T. 300 yards Corps team 1 st 

Native Derby, 100 yards Sax)per Madurai 1st 

1869. Arms* — The allotment of carbines per company of Sappers and 

Minea's was increased to IJ7, under P.M.G. of 18-10-1869, to admit of the 
Haviklars being armed with carbines, in lieu of swords. 

187a Musketry.— G.O.C.C. 93 of 12-8-4870, gives the first published 

results of the musketry course of the Corps. This order shews that the 
Corps then carried out the same course as laid down for Infantry, and 
that it consisted of : — 

Indhddual firing up to 250 yards. 

Volley „ y „ 200 „ 

Independent firing, and skirmishing, 

Dress— Hawkes and Co. pattern of cork helmet was introduced 
for officers of the Corps, for both full and undress ; the pattern to be the 
same as that for Infantry, and the colour of the turban for R.E. officers 
to be Garter Blue. G.O.C.C. 239 and 243 of 1870. 

1871. Instruction.— The rules laid clowai in 1849 for the instruction of 

officers of Infantry appointed to do duty with the Sappers and Miners 
were altered under G.O.C.C. 70 of 26-6-1871, to read 

(2) Six months after joining the H.Q* of the Corps, every officer 
will ]>e required to pass a satisfactory examination in vulgar and 
decimal fractions, the use of logarithms, practical geometry, mensu- 
ration, plain trigonometry, army signalling, use of tlie prismatic 
compass and chain, box sextant, theodolite, and levelling instru- 
ments, including adjustment of instruments ; and to be competent to 
survey with the chain only, with the theodolite and chain, and with 
the prismatic compass and chain ; also to survey and take sections with 
the T level, and with Troughton and Simm’s level, including in every 
case keeping Field books, plotting, and finishing the drawing, and to 
be able to make a route sketch or reconnaissance of any portion 
of tile country, or of a military position, and to represent w^ith 
fficility and accuracy the features of the ground either with pen and 
ink, pencil, or brush. 
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(3) Fourteen months after - joining lie will be required to isTl. 
shew a well finished plan of a front of a S 3 \stem of fortification., 
drawn by himself. His knowledge of Field Fortification, of 'Vauban’s 
first syste,iii, .and of the book, of instruction in Military Engineering, 
will be tested, by examination partly practical, and partly on paper. 

3rms« — The Corps was re-armed w.ith Enfield rifles in 187L 

Dress«-~Bliie serge working jackets were sanctioned for the Corps . 
in March 1871. 

Musketry* — Under G.O.C C. 52 of 10-6-1872, the saiiie allowance 1372 , 
of ammunition was sanctioned for the Saxipers and Miners as lor 
iS'ative Infantry, viz : 

Officers below Field Rank, 60 rounds ball 

B.N.C.O.s’ (G.O.C.C. 77 of 1872) 90 

Trained Soldiers 90 , and 100 blank. 

For niatcli shooting, 10 rounds per B.N.C.O. and 6 rounds per 
Xative N.C 0. or Sapper. 

Equipment. — Four maunds (1 bullock cart) was sanctioned under 
G.O.G.G. 6811 of 27-6-1872, for the carriage of hospital equipment on 
the march for a Sapper company; xwevious to this date one hospital 
tent, two doolies witli bearers, and one cooly to carry medicines only, 
iiad been authorised. 

Instruction.— In 1872 army signalling was still considered a 
highly teciinicai work, and courses of instruction in army signalling 
and telegraphy were carried out at the H.Q. of the Corps, the Com- 
mandant being authorised by G.O.C.C India, 173 of 5th July 1872 
to grant to such officers as had passed through the prescribed course, 
certificates of proficiency in arm}^ signalling, and in tlie construction 
and working of a Field Telegraph. 

Musketry* — The results of the 1872-73 musketry course in the 
Madras army are given in G.O.C.C. dated 11th August 1873, and shew 
the Corps as having Marksmen Nil, 1 st Class *81 2 nd Class 40 %, 
and 3rd Class 59 %; but the course must have been very stiff judging 
by the results of the 14 units published, as the average percentage of 
Marksmen was only *48 and the average percentage of 3rd Class shots 
was 63. The course at that time consisted of 

Individual firing from 150 to 600 yards. 

Volleys at 400 yards. 

Iiidepeiident firing at 300 yards. 

Skirmishing from 400 to 200 yards. 

Rank and Pay of R.E. N.CO. 5 —- 0 - 0 .C.C. India, 125 of 
10-4-1873. Extract from a military letter from His Grace the Duke of 
Argyle, K.T. Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, No. 12 dated 
23rd Januaiy 1873. 

Para. 7. I forward herewith copy of a letter from the Horse 
Guards, dated 27th December 1872, stating that H-R.H. the Field 
Marshal Commanding-in-Chief sees no objection to the ^proposition of 
jonr Grovernmont, that the rank of men ywomoted in the Sappers and 
^Miners should be acting rank, but should carry with it the full pay of 
the resjpective grades. 

Copy of letter from Horse Guards No. 105 E-54, dated War Office 
27th December 1872. 

In reply to your letter of the 23rd instant No. 719 H, and pre- 
vious eon*espondence on tlie subject of men of the Royal Engineers 
Iiaving acting rank only in the Sappers and Miners in India., I am 
desired by H.R.H. the Field Marshal Commanding-in-Chief to inform 
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18*18. joii that he*sees no objection to the proposition of the Government of 
India; as all men of that Corps sent to that country hold the rank of 
2s. C O.S5 and receive siibstantive promotion up to and including that 
of Bergeanty and on remand to Imperial duty would therefore return to 
the rank they may have been regularly promoted to, unless they have 
been reduced to the Banks, in which case they would return as Sa^jpers. 

Chargers. — P.M.G. dated 2Qth December 187.^. — “Tlie Right 
Honourable the Governor-in-Council is pleased to sanction the adop- 
tion in this Presidency of the arrangement authorised in Bengal, 
requiring oj®cers of the Corps of Sappers arid Miners to keep chargers 
for inspection duty, in lieu of palankeens.” 

1874. Musketry. — Ip the musketry course for 1873-74, tlie Corps results 

.were: — , 

Marksmen *6% 

1st Class 5% 

2nd „ 47% 

3rd „ 48% 

This would appear to be poor, but the Corps was placed 8th out 
of the 22 units whose shooting was published in G.O.C.C. 

Duffla Expedition. — In October 1874 a force of about 1000 men 
ivas detailed under Brigadier-General Stafford, c.b., to recover some 
Assamese whom the Diifflas had carried off as prisoners. Captain 
Begbie of the Madras Sappers and Miners was selected as signalling 
officer of the expedition apd he received the following telegram Lord 
Napier selected you for employment Duffla Expedition.” On 9th Novem- 
ber he sailed with two men and signalling ecpiipment for Calcutta, 
expecting to find a signalling establishment with the force. From 
Calcutta he proceeded up the Brahmaputra and joined the force at 
Borgain on 12th December, when he found that there were no signallers 
with the force, and the General had expected him to bring a complete 
signalling section. However, with the aid of two volunteers he was able 
to work four signal stations, and proved the utility of visual signalling 
which was then in its infancy. The operations were uneventful, and 
came to an end on 23rd February 1875. 

N.C.O.S*— The designation of Company Sergeant-Major was 
introduced under G.G.O. Military Department No. 41 of 12th January 
1875, to replace that of Colour-Sergeant, in a Sapper and Miner 
Company. 

Honours.— Extract from the LoTidon Gazette dated 29th May, 

1875 

The Queen has been graciously pleased on the occasion of the 
celebration of Her Majesty’s birthday, to give orders for the following 
appointments to the Most Honourable Order of the Bath. 

To be Ordinary Members of the Military Division of the 3rd Class, 
or Companions ofthe said Most Honourable Order 

Lieut.-Colonel Harry North Dalrymple Prendergast, V.C., Royal 
(late Madras) Engineers. 

Arms— The Corps was re-armed with Snider carbines in 1875. 

Campaign in Perak. 1 875-76.— ‘"G” Company under the 
command of Lieut. A. Hewlett, M.S.C., with Lieut. H. B. Rich, R.E., 
temporarily attached, left Rangoon on the 22nd November 1875, and 
reached Penang on 29th. During December the company was engaged 
1876. erecting huts and stockades, and in January in road work, a party of 
Malays on one occassion advancing to within 15 yards of the party 
working on the road, and wounding a Havildar, before they were driven 
off by the covering party. The company was present at the assault on 
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Kota Lama oil 2Stli Jammry, and embarked ■ to retiirn to Madras on ' i676. 
22iid Mareli. Tlie excellent service rendered by the company is re- 
corded in the Proceedings of the ^ladras Governnient, Militaiy 
Department, dated 22rid November lb76j from which the following are 
extracts : — 


Field operations— -Straits Settlements. 

Read the following'papers : — 

No. 412 . From Colonel H. K. BURNS, c.b., 


SeoTeiary to the Government of India, 

Military Beijaftmsnt, 

To Colonel L MICHAEL, c.s.l, 

Secretary to Government, Military Dopmimeni, 

Fort St. George, 

^ ^ ^ 'Jf! 


I am directed to forward, for the information of His Grace the 
Governor in Coiiiieil, a copy of the communication noted below, relative 
to tlie services of tlie ‘ G ' Company (Queen’s Own) Sappers and Miners 
during the recent operations in the Malay Peninsula, and to remark 
that the GTOveriiraent of India have great p>leasiire in forwarding this 
Livourable report. 

^ ^ 


From 

Captain E. F. CHAPMAN, for Quartermaster-General in India 
To 

Colonel H. K. BURNE, c.b., 

Secretary to the Governm eni of India, 

Military Department. 

No. 8068, ' ' 2M October 1876. 

^ ^ I am directed by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 

to submit for the information of the Government of India the accom- 
panying copy of a letter received from the Brigadier-General Com- 
nianding the late Lariit Field Force, bringing to notice the excellent 
service rendered by the company of the Madras Sappers and Miners 
under Lieutenant Howlett, Madras Staff Corps, tliroughout the 
expedition. 

2. In the Commander-in-Chief s opinion the services performed by 
tlic company of Sap>pers and Miners were of great value, reflecting 
credit both on officers and men, and His Excellency thinks that tlie 
report submitted by Brigadier-General Ross might be forwarded to the 
Government of Madras with a suitable acknoivledgment. 


Copy of a letter from Brigadier-General J. Ross, c.b., Commanding 
Presidency District, late Larut Field Force, to the Quartermaster- 
General in India, dated 3rd October 1876*. 

I have the honour to submit the accompanying letter from Major 
J. T. Twigge, R E., senior officer of that Corps, who accompanied the 
Bengal Troops under my command to Perak, and I would request the 
goodness of your moving His Excellency the Commarider-in-Chief to 
submit tlie same for the informat ion of the Government of Madras. 

I can endorse all that Major Twigge says of the excellent service 
performed by Lieutenant Flo wlett and tiie company of Madras 
Sappers, and annex an extract- ; of my letter to Major-General Sir 
Francis Colborne, K.c.B-., regarding them. 
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On mj anwal in Larat I found that the opening of the road to 
Quala Kaiigsa, and preparation of accoinmodatioii there, was in 
abeyance, as .laboure.rs refused to work in so advanced a position without 
the 'Support of troops. 

The date of Major Twigge’s letter will account for the delay in 
specially bringing the services of the Sappers to the notice of Govern- 
ment, and I regret that it should have occurred. 

From Major Twigge, R.E., to Brigadier-General J. Ross, c.b., 
Commanding Presidency ^District, dated Simla, 13th September 1875. 

The official account of the late operations in the Malayan Peninsula 
having now been published, and finding that no mention has been 
made of the important service rendered by the company of Madras 
Sappers who formed a part of the force, as they were employed under 
my immediate direction, I venture to submit the following for your 
eonsideration with a view that if not too late, the value of their services 
to the well-being of the troops and success of the expedition might 
receive some acknowledgment. I have to express my regret that I 
omitted to bring the matter to your notice sooner. 

2, The company landed with the first portion of the force under 
the command of Colonel Cox, 3rd Buffs, and were employed, until the 
arrival of the main body, at Gapis and Company Boyale; the former 
place they stockaded in a few days, so as to make it tenable by a small 
detachment, and did much to render the latter habitable by the troops. 

It having been found impossible to send forward tents, &c., &c., 
owing to the insufficiency of transport provided by the Colonial Govern- 
ment, the Sappers were, on the 8th December, sent in advance of the 
troops to Quala Kangsa to erect hutting. By the exertion of these 
men, aided by some ten Chinese workmen, hut accommodation was 
provided as fast as the troops could be moved foiavard. Transport was 
economised arid left available for other purposes, and considerable 
saving to Government effected; it also enabled the men to construct 
beds or platforms raised from the ground, the importance of which to 
their health in a climate like that of the Straits cannot be overrated ; 
had it been, necessary to use tents this would have been impossible ; 
the provision of hospital accommodation, cover for the Commissariat 
stores, &c., &c., were of immense convenience to the troops. The 
Sappers, while employed on the above, were at work from sunrise until 
sunset in all weathers ; to show the amount of work done, I need only 
say, that over 11,000 superficial feet of hutting was erected between the 
8th December and the end of the month. Considering the climate, and 
the difficulties which had to be contended with in the nature of the 
work, and the use of materials to which the men were unaccustomed, 
I venture to submit that they were deserving of especial praise for the 
readiness of resource they displayed, 

3. In addition to the above, the position was enclosed by palisad- 
ing, bridges built, and communication to the rear improved ; a road 
was opened to Kotah Lam ah, and many minor services conducive 
to the health and comfort of the troops performed. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier-General Ross, c.b., to Major- 
General Sir Franeies Colborne, k.c.b., Commanding in China. 

In conclusion, I would solicit your Excellency’s commendation 
for the very excellent work performed by the Madras Sappers under 
the command of Lieutenant A. Howlett, working eight and nine hours 
a day; they were ever willing and cheerfiil, and proved themselves in 
every way to be right good and valuable soldiers,” 



103 


Orrler ihereoii, 22nd November 1876. His Grace tlie Governor iS 76 . 
ill Coiineii lias miicli pleasure in forwarding to His Excelleiicv the 
Comma II der~iii“Cliief tlie above record of the good service I'xn’formed' 
by Jjieii tenant Hewlett and the ‘‘C” Company" (Queen’s Own) >Sa}>pers 
and lliners in the Mala}’ Peninsula. 

Honours and Distinction. — G.O.G. No. 266 , dated Fort Wiiliarny 
the loth March, 1876 , 

The Viceroy and Governor-General in Council has the highest grati- 
fication in announciiig that in commemoration of the visit to India of 
Field Marshal His Roj-al Higlmess the Prince of Wales,, the Queen has 
been graciously ]:)leased to appoint His Royal Highness to be Honorary 
Colonel of the following Regiments ; — 

^ ^ * 

The Corps of Madras Sappers and Miners. 

" ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Her Majesty has been further graciouBly pleased to confer on the 
folknviiig Corps the distinction of being styled “ Queen’s Own,” and of 
wearing on their Colours and Aiipointments the Royal Cypher within 
the Garter 

“tf * * ^ 

The Corps of Madras Sappers and Miners. 

^ ^ ^ 

Equipment. — C.O. dated 24-11-1876. Tools will be carried as 


follows : — 

1st Section 

Axes felling. 

5 

Axes pick. 
14 

Mam 00 ties. 

7 

Crotrbars. 

1 

2nd „ 

5 

13 

7 

1 

3rd „ 

5 

13 

7 

1 

4th „ 

5 

13 

7 

1 


53 working knives to be carried by the front rank, and 52 hand 
axes l)y tlie rear rank. 


Extracts from the Madras Army Regulation of 1876. — 

992. The Head-Quarters of the Sappers and Miners are stationed 
at Bangalore. Three companies, exclusive of recruits, will be at Head- 
Quarters for instruction in all such branches of military and civil 
engineering as may be deemed requisite to render them conversant with 
all duties wTuch they may be called upon to perform in garrison or in 
tlie Field. One of these companies is to be relieved every year, so that 
the wdiole Corps may pass through its course of instruction at regular 
intervals. 

993. The remaining companies are to be ernjdoyed upon such 

pulilic works, civil or military, as may be ordered by Government on 
tlui ]-ecommendation of the Secretary to Government, Dejiartinent Public 
Works. ■ 

994. Except in cases of emergency, and witli the previous sanction 
of the Commander-in-Chief, no party under the strength of a complete 
com}>any is ever to be employed on detached duty extending 
bfwond the period of one month ; and, under no circumstances is any 
party to be detaclied under the strength of a eom])lete section. 

995. Excepting only for Field service, no detachments of any kind 
are to be made from tlie^ead-Quarters of the Corps, unless wlteii there 
may be j^arties available in excess of the three companies under 
instruction. 

996. Each company to be complete in itself and prepared for the 
performance of every duty for which it may by required, indeijendently 
of the Head-Quarters of the Corps. 

.... If ■■ .. If, . If , 

998. The Corps stands in the same relation to the Commander-iii- 
Chief and difierent military authorities, as a regiment of the line. 
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, 5 ^ ^ 

1000. When employed in the Field, the officer at the head of the 
Qnarterinar-ter-Generars' Department will communicate with the officer 
commaiidin'; the Sappers regarding work properly appertaining to the 
duty of Pioneers, and the latter will adopt the means at his disposal to 
attain the object recxiiired. 

1001. On Field service the packs are carried at the public expense. 

^ ^ ^ 

1008. Ofikers of Infantiy appointed to do dut^^ with the Corps of 
Sappers are to be considered regiBiental officers equally 'vvitli the officers 
of Engineers, with whom they will take rank according to the dates of 
tlieir eonirnissions in the Army — with the exception that they wall not 
have any claim to the command of the Corps, which, in the absence of 
the permanent commanding officer, wall devolve upon such one of the 
officers -witli the Corps as the Commander-in-Chief may specially 
appoint. 

1009. No Engineer or other officer who may casually fall into the 
C 5 bargeof, or he appointed to do duty with, any portion of the Corps on 
Field service or otiier occasion, sliall have any claim to the command of 
the Corps, though senior to the permanent commanding officer, who will 
remain in undisturbed possession of all his rights and privileges as 
conimancling officer. 

" * ^ ^ ^ 

1111. No officer shall be eligible for appointment to do duty with 
the Sappers and Miners, wlio is not, in every respect, qualified to 
command a company in his own regiment nor should any offer 
hiniself as a candidate unless he has both talent and taste for Engineer 
duties, a detininination to study, and a fair knowledge of mathematics 
and military drawing. 

1012. No infantry officer will be appointed to the Sappers and 
Miners, imtii he has passed an examination, before the Commandant 
of the Corps, in arithmetic and geometry. In arithmetic the ex- 
amination will extend to vulgar and decimal fractions, practice, and 
compound proportion, and in geometry to the first three books in 
Euclid. 

lOlB, Six inontlis after joining the Head-Quarters of the Corps, 
every officer will be required to pass a satisfactory examination in 
vulgar and decimal fractions, the use of logarithms, practical 
giMjmetrv, mensuration, }lane trignometry, army signalling, use of 
the prisinatic compass, and chain box sextant, theodolite and 
levelling instruments, including adjustment of instruments, and to be 
conipetent to survey with the chain only, with the theodolite and 
c]}ain, and w’-ith the prismatic compass and chain ; also to survey and 
take sections with the Y level and with Troughton and Sim's level, 
including in every ease keeping field books, plotting, and finishing 
the drawing, and to be able to make a route sketch or reconnaissance 
of any portion of the country, or of a military position, and to represent 
with facility and accuracy the features of the ground either witli pen 
and ink, pencil, or brush. ^ 

Fourteen months after joining he will be required to show a W'dl- 
finished ]lan of a front of a system of fortification, drawm hy himself. 
His knowledge of field fortification, of Vauban’s first system, and of 
the book of instruction in Military Engineering, will be testedby exam- 
ination xvirtly practical and partly on paper. 

1014. All officer unable to pass satisfactory examination at 
either of tiui ofpoiiited periods, will be remanded his owm regiment. 
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1020. Officers in cliarge of piiblie works, Iiaving parties ofSa|'>pers .:1876. 
com,, in rinded by a European officer ein ployed under their orders, 
prohibited from interfering with t.he interior economy of such parties. 

T'heir attention is to be confined to the right employment of the men 
with' reference to the work, while the duty of detachi,iig the parties 
available for employment rests with the regimental "officer. 

1021. The permane'iit Commandant and Adjutant are ,110111 in a ted 
to Govemment by His Excellency the Commander-iii-Chief. 


Pay and 3IIowances. — G.G.O. No. 1 dated 1st January 1877. 1877 . 
T,h.e Viceroy and Governor-General of India in Council has much 
gratification in announcing to the Native armies in India that, with a 
view to the improvement of the conditions of the Nati ve Commissioned 
and Non-Commissioned Officers and Men, serving in the armies of 
the three Presidencies and the Punjab Frontier Force, the following 
measures, recommended by the Government of India, have received 
tjie sanction of Her Majesty’s Government : — 

I. A grant of Es. 30 wull be made to every recruit of x x x and 
Sappers and Miners, x x x on enlistment, to aid in the 
provision of the established kit. 

II. An annual allowance of Rs. 4 will be gi ven to every N.C.O., 
Drummer, and Private of x x x and Sappers and Miners, 

X X X in aid of half-mounting. This %vili not be given to 
soldiers of less service than 18 months. 

IIL G.C. pay at the rate of one, two, or three rupees monthly, 

will be granted in future as follow^s, viz : to the x x x and 
Sappers and Miners, after a service of 3, 9, and 15 years 
instead of one and two rupees after 6 and 10 years as at 
present. 

IV. Increased pay will be given to Native Commissioned Officers 
at the following rates, which include caihonment batta, viz ; 

Sappers AND Mikees. 

Subadars one h£^lf Es. 100 per pienseiji 
,, Es. 80 ,, 

Jemadars „ Es. 50 „ 

„ „ Es. 40 „ 


The allowance to all Subadar-Majors will be increased from 
Rs. 25 to Rs. 50 per mensem. 

^ V, ' X X X X ' ' , 

The several indulgences thus granted to the Native armies 
in India will have effect from the date op wiiieli Her 
Majesty’s gracious assumption of tha style and title of 
Empress of India is proclaimed to Per Majesty’s subjects in 
this Empire, m 2 : from 1st January 1877. 

Establishment, Distribution, Dress, Arms, ctc.^In 1877, 
the Commandant and Adjutant were selected from the R.E., the other 
officers being either taken from the E.E. ox from the Line, ■ 

The establishment was as foEows 


1 Colonel, Commandant, 6 Captains. 

2 Majors., 12.Xleixtena„iits, 


1 Captain and Adjutant. 

1 ,, Quartermaster.. 

1 Surgeon-Major. 


j; 3 neluded, above. ^ 
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1 Conti ucior. 

1 Sergeant-Major. 

1 Quartermaster-Sergeant. 
20 Sergeants. 

20 .1st Corporals. 

20 2nd ,, 

1 .Assistant Apotliecary. 

1 2nd .Dresser. 

10 Siibadars. 

10 Jemadars. 

1 Havikiar-Major. 

40 Havildars. 

1 Honorary Havildar. 

' FO Naieks. 

■20 Buglers. ' 

1,050 P.rivates. 


24 Eeeruit Boys. 

24 Pension Boys. 

10 Begimental Lascars. 

11 Pakhalis. 

1 Bhisti. 

1 Bricklayer Maistry. 
1 Stone-cutter. 

1 Cooper. 

1 Armourer. 

10 Carpenters. 

10 Smiths, 

10 Hammermen. 

10 Bellows Boys. 

1 Chowdry. 

2 Peons. 

1 Ckuckler. 


The number of Pension Boys was increased to 32 under S.G.O* 
116 of etli July 1877. 

Tiie Corps was divided into 10 companies, five of which were 
stationed with the Head-Quarters at Bangalore, three at Secunderabad, 
one on the Nilgiri Hills, and one at Rangoon. 

There was also a Dep6t company extra to the establishment, which 
was stationed at Bangalore, and consisted of 2 Havildars, 2 Naieks and 
94 Privates. 


Tlie uniform consisted of a dark-blue turhand, a scarlet tunic with 
garter blue fecings, and dark-blue trousers with a red stripe. The 
ordinary working or fatigue dress was of dark-blue cotton cloth with a 
turban of the same. 

The men were armed with the five-grooved muzzle loading Snider 
carbine, and carried their ammunition in two pouches made to slide on 
the waist belt. 

In addition to their arms they carried tools as shewn on page 103 

Tiie rates of pay, batta and working allowance are given below. 
Full^ batta, whieli is only drawn by other Native troops when on 
service or on a march, is always drawn by the Sappers and Miners 
wherever they maybe:— 


Kuiik. 

P 

ay 

Batta. 

Working Pay. 

Eemarks. 


.Ks. 

i 

1 A. 

p. 

. ■Bs. 

A. 

P. 

1 1st Cl. 2ad Cl. 3rd Cl. 


'5 ( 1st Clnssi!. 

1<X> 

0 

0 


3 






p 'i iliid 
^ -eft { 

80 

1 ^ 
j 

0 

3 

8 Annas a day irres- 
pective of class. 

The working pajUs 
granted for a 
day’s work of 8 

( 


i 

1 




1 



) 1st Class. 

oO 

0 

0 

r « 

8 


' 



lioAirs. If the 

1 1 ifna „ 

•10 

0 

0 

r " 

0 

6 Annas a dav irres- 

men have far to 



1 



pective of class. 

go the marching 




-/ 






time is included 











in the working 








Per Diem. 

hours. Inferior 

Havildar 

Kaiek 

24 

12 ' : 

0 

0 

0 

. 5 

" »*>■■ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 As. 

3 As. 

2 As. 

workmen draw 
.8rd class pa y. 
Those who pass 

1: f 1st Class. 


[ 








certain tests 

r' 18 

: 0 

0 : 







' draw 2nd class 

ifiid ,, 

"■'■■■12 

iJ 

0 

0 ; 

i 

0 i 
0 


0 

0 

■■ ■ 

.... 

■ ' ■; 

... 

pay.. Those who 
are very sii|>erior 
in their respec-* 

■f ( 1st Class. 

■'■■'■'■'■■9' " 

0 

o' 







tive trades draw 

>< 2iid ,, 

8 

0 

0 

y 1 

8 

0 




1st class pay. 

S ( >' 

7 

0. 

0 

j 



. 


i 

! 


Musketry. — In 1877-78, the annual musketry course for the 
Corps was changed, so as not to be the same as that canled out 
by in, antry, and the results %vere not thereafter classified with 
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ilioso of liifantry till, 190S, wlion. the allowance of amnitinitioii 1S77. 
and the coiirnci was made the same for Sappers as for Cavalry 
a lid Infantry. 

At tim S.I.R.A. Meeting, Captain. A. F. Hamilton won the Rifle 
Oaks, 500 yards.” 

Clothing. — The following were laid down as tlie free issues, under 
S.G.O. 19U of 26tl:i November 1,877: — 

1st vear and 3rd year — Blue serge frock and black cotton trousers 

(dyed drill). 

2nd year — Clotli tunics and serge trousers. 

4th year — Black cotton trousers. 

Expedition to Fialta and Cyprus, I 878.— On 12t]:i April 1878, 1878. 
orders were received to prepare two companies and a small Park for 
service, and on 17t.h, a 3rd class siege train and company equipments 
for two companies, were ordered to be prepared at the ]\Iad,ras ArsenaL , 

The strength of the detacliment sent was as follows : — 

Col. Pi. N. 1). Prendergast, V.C., Commanding 
C'ajUain A. F. Hamilton, Stafi* Officer 
Purgeon W, A. Lee 

Cr>n.duetor T. Jones, in charge of Park. 

“Ct” Companv. “H” Conipanv. 

Lieut. C. C.'Eliis. Lieut. C. B. Wilkieson. 

W. D. Lindlev. „ W. D. Connor. 

^ S.^ C. N. Grant. „ ' F. W. T. Attree. ■ 

The Native offieei'S with tlie two companies were : — 

Siibadar Antoni, Jfanadars Kalimuttu, Rajahram, and Itajahlingam. 
Colonel ]h-end(‘]*ga^t reached Bombay on 25tli April, as lie was to 
command a >SappGr Brigade comprising two Bombay compaiiies as 
well as those of Jiis own Corps. The Park arrived from j\ladras on 
29tli, it weighed about 107 tons, but its measurement tonnage was at 
least 400. 

On 26tli and -H” Companies left Bangalore, and reaching 
Bombay on fFJth, embarked that rnorning on tlie Canam, and sailed 
on 2nd May. The Gcmara tugged the Baron Colonsay which carried a 
3 :>art of the 1st Bomba}^ Lancers, and passing Aden on the lltli, and 
Suez on the 19th, she entered the Marsa Miisehetto Harliour of ilalta 
on 26tli. The companies disembarked on and oecui'ied tlie 

Lazarette Barracks. 

On 7tii June, Company marched to San Antonia camp to 
make roads and additional cover for the troops in camp. 

On 12th, tlie Governor paraded the troo]>s, and on tlie 17th all 
tlie troops in Malta were iiis^iected by H.R.H, The Duke of Cambridge, 

W'liilst on lOtli the Sap])er Brigade was inspected by PI.R.H. 

The eom]'>aiiies were employed in handling tlie Parks, (tlie store 
lion SOS for wJii eh were changed) making roads, pumping water, and 
rooting tents, etc. 

At noon on 10th July the Sapper Brigade, loss half a company 
Boml.>ay Sapjiers left in charge of the Bombay Park, was ordered to 
em]>ark the same day in tlie Camara^ and it sailed on the lltli fur 
Cyprus, arriving off Larnaka at daybreak on 16th. The men were sent 
ashore in small detachments with the Park, and commenced work that 
day in constructing light landing stages for tlie disembarkation (»f 
troojis tliat were expected to arrive the following week, tlie last of tlie 
Park was disembarked by noon on the lOtli. 

The Sappers also assisted the: Royal Navy in the construction of a 
pier, under H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh. 

ImuKMliattdy on landing, Lieut. Lindley was ernployi'd on a rough 
survey of tlic site selected for a camp at Cliiidik Pacha. 
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Tlie Sapper camp and park were situated in the courtyard of the 
Lazarette. . 

The road out to Chiplik was' improved, and an alternative route 

0 |:'>eiie(i up. 

Tlie Q. 0. S. & M. formed part of the Guard of Honour when H.E. 
Sir Garnet Wolseley landed, on 22nd July, and Major Hamilton accom- 
panied him on 24th and 25th to Famagousta and Limasole, when he 
reconnoitred there for camping sites and water supplies. 

Lieut. Wilkieson was detailed to sketch and report on the road 
between Larnaka and Nikosia, and on 26th both companies moved out 
into camp outside Larnaka. 

A line of visual signalling was started between Chiplik and the 
Sapper camp with heliostat, and from the Sappers to Marina by flag, 
but this line was later replaced by a wore worked by the 31st Company 
R.E. 

Lieiits. Conner and Grant were sent to report on sites for winter 
huts, and shortly after, all the Sappers were employed on the road 
between Larnaka and Nikosia. 

“H” Company moved to Peroi, (about 11 miles from Nikosia) on 
12th August, dropping a section at Gosli, (8 miles from Larnaka), and 
‘^G” Company moved to Nikosia, leaving however | section in charge 
of the Park at Marina. 

Fever was very bad, and in the 2nd week of August the 
Company could seldom muster more than 22 men on a working parade, 
whilst Company suffered very severely also. 

Col. Prendergast returned to India on 25th August. 

A place called Mathiati was finally selected for the winter 
hntted camp, and this necessitated a change in the roadmaking 
operations ; at the Larnaka end there was an entirely new trace for 
about oh miles, whilst beyond that the road was improved, and 
diversions made where necessary. 

Surgeon Lee was invalided home on 21st September, and Lieut. 
Jones had to take leave to Beyrout to get rid of his fever. 

Lieut. Ellis was sent on 27th August to explore the S.E. slopes of 
Troodos. 

About the beginning of September, Company moved from 
Peroi to Haia Varvara, and in the middle of the month half of this com- 
pany went to Mathiati to put up huts. 

Local labourers were used a good deal under Sapper supervision 
on tlie road, as there were some 24 miles requiring work. 

The huts began to arrive on 23rd September, and ‘^G” Company 
was employed for 12 hours daily on the beach in disembarking and 
loading them ; this work was very heavy, and Captain Marryat wdio 
was in charge at first was knocked up, Lieut. Ellis succeeded him but 
on 3th October had to go to Beyrout to recruit his health, and the 
work was completed by Lieut. Lindley. 

On 8th October Lieut. Attree was sent out to make a survey for a 
road lietween Limasole and Larnaka, whilst Jemadar Rajahlingam was 
enqiloycd on survey work all the time the Sappers were in Cyprus. 

'‘H’’ Company reached Larnaka from Haia Varvara on 29tli 
Octolier, and the two companies embarked on the Simoon on 1st 
November, and sailed for Bombay on the 2nd, reaching that place on 
20th. 

They disembarked on 22nd, and leaving Bombay on 23rd, arrived 
at Bangalore on 29t]i. The siege train had been handed over to the 
C.R.E. Cyprus. 

The casualities in the two companies between 26th April 1878, and 
20th November 1878 were: — 
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Died — 2 B.N.C.O.s, 2 Native Ranks, 1 Public Poll, 

Invalided from Malta — 1 B.N.CX). 4 . 

Invalided from Cyprus — 1 Medical Officer 

To the. O.C. Royal Engineers, Cyprus. 

H.E. approves of Colonel Prendergast proceeding to India to 
resume liis duties there, and desires that you will inform him of Sir 
Cx. Woiseley's appreciation of the excellent work done by himself, and 
the officers and men under his command in this Island. 

Monasterv Camp, By order, 

,19th August 1878, GRAVES,. 

CMef^ of Staff, 

General Orders by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
dated Head-Quarters Madras, 2Sth February 1879. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has miicli satisfaction in 
publishing to the Army, the following extract from the General Orders 
of the Lieiit.-General in Command of the Forces, Cyprus, bearing 
testimony to the valuable services rendered by the ^^6’’ and 
Companies of the Madras (Queen s Own) Sappers and Miners, during 
their stay in Cyprus : — 

“By their exemplaiy conduct and good work, these companies have 
'well maintained the high reputation of the distinguished Corps to 
wdiicli they belong.” 

Extract from General Orders, dated Monastery Camp, Nicosia, 31st 
October 1878. 

# ^ ^ m 


“ 3 The Madras and Bombay Sappers and Miners being about to 
embark for India, the Lieut.-General cannot allow them to leave the 
Command without placing upon record his sense of the valuable wwk 
they have done in this Island. He will not fail to bring to the notice 
of the Government of India his appreciation of the services they have 
rendered.” 


By order of His Excellency the Commader-in-Chief, 

F. JEBB, Brigadier-General, 

Adjt.-General, 

Brigade Orders by Brigadier-General Macpherson, c.b., v.c., 
dated 28th August 1878, S.S. Osyth Suez Roads. 

1. In taking leave of the troops marginally noted that have been 
under his Command at Malta and Cyprus, 
Brig.-Genl. Macpherson offers to all ranks his 
aiffitonem ver}" best thanks for the admirable discipline 

# that has been maintained throughout the 

expedition, under circumstances of no ordinary temptation. The 
highest authority in the army has represented to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty his high appreciation of their soldierlike bearing, in terms of 
which every individual of the Indian Contingent must feel justly proud. 

By order, 

J, . WATTS, Majob, 

Brigade Majo7\ 


Musketry. — At the S.I. R. A.- Meeting, the Corps iras 2nd out of 
10 teams for the Cubhon Cup, and N.C.O.s took both 1st and 2nd prizes 
in the Native Derby at 200 yards. 

Second War 3fganistan, 1 878-80. — First Campai.gn,: . 18.78.-79,. 
“ B ” and “ E ” Companies left Bangalore on 5th December 1878, and 
were followed by “ K ” Company a fortnight later. 

The Officers engaged were : — 

Major C. A. Sim, R.E., Commanding. 

Surgeon Sibthor}3e, in medical charge. 


1878 



E ” Company. 

Capt. F. H. Winterbotliam, M.I. (died.) 
Lieut. W. D. Lindley, E.B. 

„ A. C. MacDonnel, R.E. 

“ K Company. 

Lieut. C. C. Eawson, R.E. 

,, P. B. Poulter, R.E. 

„ R. E. Hamilton, R.E. 

“B'' and “E” Companies reached Jamrud on 9tli January, and 
K ” Company arrived there on 23rd. They were employed at once 
on a defensive post at Shargai, two miles from All Masjid, and on the road 
from Jararud to Ali Masjid ; this road was wide enough for convoys 
of camels to pass by Februar}% and was opened for cart traffic on 
17tli March. Two officers and 50 men of “B” Company accom- 
panied the column of 900 men which left Ali Masjid on 25th January 
for the Bazar Valley, toAvers Avere destroyed at Karurnna and Burg, 
and 50 men of “ E ’’ Company joined the detachment of “ B ” Corn- 
pan}" at Burg, and China Avas reached on the evening of 26tli. 
On 28th the Sap]>(‘rs accompanied a reconnoitring party that went 
out four miles, and on 29t}i they A\"ere employed bloAving up tOAvers 
near earap. Tlie column left the Bazar Valley on 3rd February, 
and reached Ali Masjid on the 4th, and ^‘E” Company remained 
tliere AA'ith “B.” BVom the 26th February to the 1st March, Lieut. 
Wahab AAuth a Jemadar and two Sappers proceeded Avith a party to 
reconnoitre for a suitable encampment in the surrounding liills, for 
the hot Aveather, On 12th !^Iarch 1 officer and 50 men of B ” Com- 
pany moved towards Jamrud to meet the Elephant Battery, and 
had yory lu^aAW Avork hauling the store and ammunition AVagons 
u]). On IStli March “K"’ Company moA^ed to Dakka, and next 
day to Ba,saAvaL This company put up a signboard at the road 
junction ]>etAV(‘en Landi Kotal and Landi Khana, with three arms, one 
shcAved the road to Kabul, one tlie road to Landi Kotal, and the 
third which marked the road to PeshaAvar Avas endorsed to Madras.’’ 
On 26th Mareh^ “K” Company moA^ed to Jellalabad, and aams 
brigaded t.hcre Avitli the Bengal Sappers. At the end of the montli, 
this company marclied Avitli the adA"ancecl brigade under CTeneral 
Gough, and r(^a<*hod Fattihabad on 1st April, it was Avith the reserve 
during tiie action of Fattihabad. On 27th March “B” Company 
moved to Landi Kotal. 

Up to the 12tli April “K” Company Avas at wmrk on the road from 
Fattihabad toAvards Gandainak and Jellala]>ad, after Avhich tliey 
moved to Niinlah and on 14th to Gandamak, Avhere tlicy remained till 
the close of the campaign, detaching parties under Lieuts. Poulter 
and RaAvson for the construction of forts Rozabad and Bnttye 
}-ospectively, l)etween Jellalabad and Gandamak. Two N.O.s and 20 
Sappers accompanied Lieut. Bartram of the Bengal Sappers to the 
hill about live miles from Gandamak on the Ka])ul side, AAdiere the 
44th Regiment made its last stand in the 1st Afghan war, to build 
a monument ; they returned on a raft fi*om Jellalabad and rejoined 
the company at 'Dakka on 5th June, having ])een bred at en mute 
by the Mohraands. In the middle of April “E” Companv moved to 
Basaval, and on 29th idem “B” Company marched to Landi Khana ; 
the next day they commenced AAwk on a defensive post at 
Torkumar half AA"avbetAA"een Landi Khana and Dakka. Work on this 
post Avas continually interrupted by parties of the Zakka Kliel, and 
the e<unpany Ava.s engaged in the action at Fattihabad on 2nd A]u-il, 
and in afiairs on lOtii, 11th, and 14th May. ' The work at Torkumar 


1 S 78 . ' '' B ” Company. 

Lieut. W. D. Conner, R.E. 

,, F. W. T. Attree. E.E, 
R. A. Waixab, R.E. 
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was completed on 22 iicl May^ and on ■ 25th '“B"' company returned to I 879 . 
Laiidi Kotal, leaving a small party at Torkmiiar. Owing to a ba.d out- 
break of cholera, one Biitish regiment was sent back to Pesiiawar,. and 
tiie Sappers had to furnish piquets amounting to 36 men. Three 
Sappers died of cholera. “K” company left G-andaiiiak on 31st May, 
and joined tlie other 2 companies en route, and ail 3 companies reached 
JiielLiiii on 4th July and Bangalore on 29th idem, after a ten days 
segregation at Kistnaveram on account of cholera. Tbe coiiipanies left 
Bangalore with 11 British officers, 7 Native officers, 370 N.G.O.s and 
men, and 184 followers, and of these Captain Winterbotham and Lieut. 
Boulter had died at Peshawar on 14th February and 22 iid June respec- 
tively, whilst 1 Native officer died on 10th July, and 27 N.G.O.s and 
men and 11 follow^ers had died or been invalided". 

Major C. A. Sim received a Brevet Lieut. Colonelcy. 

Lieut.-Generai Maude reported in his despatches. 

“ Major Sim, R.E,, Madras Sappers and Miners is a good practical 
liard-working officer. Both he and his two B’' and E ”) companies 
did excellent services.” 

Lieut.-Generai Sir S. Browne, K.C.S.I., C.B., reported 

“With regard to the “K” company Madras Sappers under 
Lieut. Rawson which joined the 1st Division. before leaving Jelialabad, 

I have to record my satisfaction of their conduct.” 

The force received the thanks of Parliament. (G.O. October 31st 
1879). 

Second Campaign, 1 679- 80.— “A” company left Bangalore 
on 3rd October 1879, and reached Landi Kotal on 14th November; “I” 
company left Bangalore on 5th October, and arrived at Jelialabad on 
19th November, the “C” company wiiicii was at Rangoon left that 
place on 16th November, and reached Landi Kotal on 25th December. 

The officers were : — 

Major Ross Thompson, commanding 

Surgeon J. Thornhill, in medical charge. ' 

“A” Company “C” Company “F Company 

Lieut. C. H. Barling Lieut. A. R. F. Donvard Lieut. A. G. Dobson (died) 

„ W.D. Bindley „ L. Langley „ C. B. Henderson 

„ R. A. \Vahab. „ *"G. E. Shute. „ T. Digby, 

Major Ross Thompson was at Rangoon when he received his 
orders and he sailed with Lieut. Dobson on 5th October, leaving Lieut. 
Dorward to bring on “C” company ; he overtook “A” and “F companies 
at Mian Mir, and assumed command. On arrival at Landi Kota! “A” 
company was employed on defensive wox'ks, etc., and in December 
moved to Basaval to complete tlie defences there; “I” company 
constructed a bridge over the Kabul river and imywoved the defences 
of Fort Sale at Jelialabad ; on 29th December this com])any moved 
wdth the Bandlia expedition against some Afghan raiders beyond 
Barikot. On 15th January a detachment of “C” company with Lieuts. 
Donvard and Shute, was engaged with the force under General Doran 
which moved from Landi Kotal to endeavour to get in rear of 
some 5000 Mohmands who had crossed the river and threatened 
Dakka ; on 17th the Sappers formed rafts from skins that had 
been floated dowui from Jelialabad, and during the day 600 men 
and the Sappers crossed and occupied the village of Rena, early 
on 18th the village was destroyed. Orders were than received 
for the Sappers to return at once to Karn Dakka to rejoin 
General Ihxran who was returning to Landi Kotal, the Sappers 
reached Kam Dakka about 1 p.rn. hut the force had already 
marched, and no one had been left to guide the Sappers, with 



1880 . the result iliat after niareliing f<)r' several hours the^Mriiled to find 
■ .the trail of, the force, and returned to Dakka late that night.. They 
, ■ moved day to Landi Kotal. 

On 21st Jaiiiiary “A” coinjiany took part in an expedition 
against Batekot, amT a little later joined “I” coinpany who Iiad 
moved to the Daranta Gorge to make a road over the Siah Koh 
range into the Laghman Amlloy ; and before the end of the niontlp 
“C” eom])any advanced to Jellalahad, lialf tlie conipany to push 
on witli the bridge over the river, whilst the other half inoved 
io tlie Daranta Gorge to take up the work commenced by ‘h-V” 
and Id companies, who had joined the First Laghman Expedi- 
tion under General Bright on 26tli January, no opposition was eji- 
coimtered by this force, and tliey reached the tort of Badiabad, 
where the English captives had been imprisoned in 1842, returning 
thence to Fort Asmatullah Khan. “C” and “I” companies then re- 
turned to Jtdialabad to make the new Girdikas river road from Basaval 
to Jel]alaba<l to avoid Barikab, but Alajor Ross Thompson with ‘LA’ 
company remained with General Bright. Major Ross Thompson was 
tiien despatched to reconnoitre the route through Adrak Badrak Pass 
between Jellnlabad and Kata Sang on the way to Kabul, the escort 
consisting of 400 infantry and ‘‘A” conipany Sappers, they improved 
the road for 20 miles, finding an easy line, and after having had 
some slight skirmishing with the enemy, they passed out of the 
Adrak Badrak country by a defile that brought them to Jagdalak, 
The following is extracted from Orders of the lOtli March, by Major- 
General Bright, C.B., Commanding the Khaibar Division : — 

“The Major-General Commanding desires to place on record his 
appreciation of the services rendered by the oftieers and men concerned 
in the construction of the road over the Siah Koh range at Daranta 
for tlie passage of the Jellalabad Moveable Column into tlie 
Laghman Valley. The work was carried out by the “ A ” “ C ’’ 
and “I” companies Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners, under the 
command of Major Ross Thompson, R.E., assisted by working parties 
from ILM.’s 12th and 25th Foot, and the 27th and Sist B.NJ. Work 
was commenced on 24th January, and on the 28th the Infantry and 
mountain guns of the force X)assed safely into the Laghman Valley. 
As the work was one of unusual clifSculty and magnitude, the MajcVr- 
General considers the rapidity and skill with whicli it was carried 
out reliects great credit on Col. Limond and the officers and men 
working under his orders.” 

During March and April, “ C ” and “ I ” companies were employed 
on the river road from Jellalabad to Basawal, “ C ” company having 
marched on 20th February to Ali Boghan, wliilst “I” eomx'>any 
moved to Lachixmr ; this road was 10' wide throughout, and reacly 
for traffic by 1st May, by which time also the fort at Ali Boghan 
was nearly finished, and the buildings had been commenced. 

Colonel Limond reported to the General that “The Madras 
Sappers have done splendid work.” 

“A” company had meanwhile remained with Major Ross 
Thompson at Gandaniak, and took part in the Waziri expedition 
from 4th April to 7tb, and also in the Hissara.k expedition from 
11th idem to 17th. Major Ross Thompson and Lieutenants Darling, 
Lindley, and Henderson, accompanied the force which had a gocKl 
deal of loose fighting. In May, “ I ” company moved to Bozabad, 
“C” company remaining to complete the road and the fort at 
Laehipur. 
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Before “I"’ company movecly a detaelirnent of it iinder Lieut, isse. 
Digbywason the Besud. expedition not far from Jellalabady wliieii, 
started on 19th May. 

TJuring May . the thermometer in the huts at Ali Boghan stood 
daily between 112 and 114, and at night the temperature seldom ,■ 
fell below IDb,; up to this time the Sappers had been .wonderfully 
healthy, but now the constant work and exposure to the sun began 
to tell on them, and at the end of May, about 10% were in hospital, 
and anotlier 5% were only fit for light work. 

On 3rd and 4th June, Lieuts. Dorward and Langley with 60 men 
of ‘TA company were employed in making rafts, and taking troops 
across the river for the Kama expedition against the Mohmands ; 
towers were blown up and villages burnt, and the troops recrossed the 
river on the 6th and 7th, and the company returned to Ali 
Boghan. 

General Doran in his despatches said : — 

“ The exposure to the heat involved in this duty was most severe. 

Both at the river and in the demolition of the forts on the 5th June, 
the “C” company Madrns Sappers wrought hard and ’well” 

In May Lieut. G. Henry was ordered from Bangalore to Afglianis- 
tan, and ho proceeded to Jellalabad, and was there and at Rozabad 
till the close of the campaign. 

On 3rd June Major Ross Thompson with “I company accom- 
panied Brigadier-General Arbuthnot, c.b., on the Second Laghman 
expedition, the force was out 12 days and had a very rough time of it. 

The temperature I’an from 110 to 112 by day, with hot winds and 
dust storms by night ; opposition w’as only met with on one day 
when the force was crossing the Kabul river on its return. Lieuts* 
Dobson and Digby w^ere with the company, and destroyed about 12 
towers and the same number of villages. The company returned 
to Rozabad, and Lieut. Dobson, who had been in bad health for 
some time, died there, whilst Lieut. Henderson had to take sick 
leave to Murree. On 17th June ‘H” company was ordered to 
Gandaraak, and “ C ” company to Jellalabad. The Sappers were 
now employed in making rafts to convey the sick and stores from 
jellalabad io Dakka as the troops were under orders to return 
to India; but as the Mohmands fired at the rafts from the left 
bank of the river a detachment of C company under Lieut. Dorward 
was rafted down the river to Sirdao opposite Lachipur, to form a 
defensive post on that bank of the river; but as soon as this 
had been prepared, the troops there were ordered back to Jellala- 
bad, as it was decided not to leave a small force in an expose<l 
position and cut ofi‘ from suj)port by the river. In his report, 

Major Shaw commanding the troops sent to Sirdao, brought pro- 
minently to notice “the excellent and hard work done by the 
Sappers”. 

In July the companies marched down to Peshawar, and ftom 
there they marched with 150 men of the 1st M.N.I. to Hassan 
Abdal, -via the Kohat Pass ; the w^'hole party being under the command 
of Lieut. Dorward; Major Ross Thompson joined them at Hassan 
Abdal, and marching thence to Jheium, they moved by rail to 
Bangalore. The Sappers were on the w^hole exceedingly healthy 
throughout the campaign, and were almost immune from imeumonia, 
from which the Bengal troops suflfered a good deal. The campaign 
shew^ed that the Native soldier of Southern India can serve effici- 
ently under conditions of climate not natural to him. 

Honours and Distinctions^— The Corps received the Honour, 

“ Afghanistan, 1878-80.” (G.G.O. 4i8 of 29th July 1881.) 
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Major Ross Tliompsoii received a Brevet Lieut. Colonelcy. 

.The following a,re extracts from Ct.O.C.C. da..ted 12tii November 
1880, “ The three eoriipanies of the Sappers and Miners, under the 
Goinmand .of Major. Ross Tlioropson,- R.E., have maintained the high 
character their Corps has always borne when emplo\o5d on active 
service,” 

And Cr.O.C.C. 6tii I)eceml>er 1880, “ The services rendered by the 
Sappers have been highly commended by all Officers under whom they 

■.served.” 

The force received the thanks of Parliament. 

Employment. — The following order was laid down under S.G.O. 
No. 88 of 22nd July 1879 : — 

When on field service, tiie Corps of Sappers and Miners is a distinct 
body, under command of its own officers appointed from the Corps 
of R.E. ; Commanding Engineers in the field have no power to interfere 
in the interior economy of companies of Sappers, for which the officers 
of the Corps are alone responsible to its Commandant. When any 
work is required from tlie Sappers and Miners attached to a force, 
orders will be issued to the regimental officer in charge, by tlie O.C. 
the Division, Brigade, or Detachment, to which the Sappers and 
Miners are attached. The Engineer Department has no control over 
the Sappers, but the services of the Sappers as of other troops, can at 
any time be placed at the disposal of a Commanding or Field Engineer 
for the carrying out of any specific work, and whilst so employed the 
O.C. tlie Sappers would receive orders regarding such work direct from 
the Staff of the superior Engineer authority^ 

And in S.G.O, No, 2 of the 13th January 1880, it was added : — 

When however the Sappers and Miners are nominated to form 
an Engineer Corps attached to a force with which there is an Engineer 
Park, and to which Engineer Officers are attached as Field and 
Assistant Field Engineers, and wliich may consist of bodies of Sappers 
from different armies, or of two or more companies from one army, 
they shall come, when not detached, immediately under the command 
of the Commanding Engineer, wlio in such position shall be assisted 
by an Adjutant of Engineers. Engineer officers with such Engineer 
Corps are available for all duties to which they may be detailed, but 
from seniority as Engineer Officers they cannot claim to supersede 
Engineer Sapper Officers in their special Regimental Sapper appoint- 
ments.” 

But both the above orders were cancelled by S.G.O. 110 of 14th 
September 1882, and the following substituted — 

“ When on Field Service, the Corps of Sappers and Miners, or 
any portion of it so employed, is under the direct orders of the C.R.E. 
of the force to which it is attached, but the officers of the Sappers and 
Miners will continue to bo responsible for the interior economy of the 
companies under their command. Officers of R.E. attached to com- 
panies of Sappers and Miners with a force on Field Service, will be 
available for any duties to which they may be appointed by the C.R.E. 
whether such duly is of a kind, as surveying and so forth, to be under- 
taken in their capacity as Engineer Officers apart from their Sapper 
Cori)S, or ordinaiy duty to be performed with their companies.” 

Expedition to quell disturbances in Rumpa, 1879 - 80 . 

“ D ’ and “G” companies moved in July 1879, to Dowlaishwaram, 
via the Buckingham, Kistna, and Godaveri canals, and camped 
on the site formerly occupied by the H.Q. of the Corps. The 
olficers were: — 



115 


, Lieut. -CoL F. A. Howes in .command. ,18711 

'' D'' Coriipa.ny “ G , Co,mpaiiy 

, Lieut. ,C. C. Rawson ■ Major A. F. Hamilton 
5 , IL E. Hamilton ' Lieut. C. C. Ellis 

55 . R. A. Wahab. .5'. A. C. MacDoniiell 

W. A. Gale. 

Lieut. Hamilton was sent with 60 men of -‘D", co,mpa.ny 
above the gorge of the Godaveri to Wiiddagiidiain. to prevent, 
reliels from crossing to the Nizam's territory tlie men at .Dow- 
laishwaram were employed as guards on " boa.rd the steamers, 
(Captain .Rawson with the other half of ‘-'D" conijaany moved to 
(.’hodaram, and Lieut. MacDonnell -was sent with a party of G ’’ 
L'Oiupany further up the country. In October Captain Rawsoii’s 
])arty was •withdrawn, and Lieut. Gale ’was detached with some 
of '' G ” company to Yeilaishwaram, where he was relieved in December 
by Lieut. Hamilton. 

In February 1880 all the Sappers except a few signallers . 
were withdrawn to Dowlaishwaram, but later ‘‘D’’ company was 
sent to improve the roads near Chodaram. Tliis company returned 
to Bangalore in January 1881, and G " company returned in the 
following July. During the stay of the compaiiie^s in the Riimpa 
District, Lieut.-CoL Howes, and Lieuts. Hamilton and MacDonnell 
were invalided, whilst Lieut. Wahab and Gale were transferred to 
other employment, leaving Major Hamilton in command of the 
tietaehment, jind one British officer only jier eonipiany. The 
i'omxainles v'ere favourably mentioned in Greneral Buck’s despatcdies. 

Railway Accident.—On. the early morning of 31st October 
1879, the train in which Lieut. G. Henry, and half of “ B coni- 
pany were travelling to Madras, en route to Burma, derailed when 
lauining at about 30 miles an hour, near Chinnamapet ; four 
carriages were telescoped, with the result that the half company 
lost Subadar Gregory, 15 men, the wife and 2 children of an R.E. 
N.G.O., and 1 follower killed, and had a large number ivotinded ; 
there were only about 6 unwounded and clear to assist in rescu- 
ing the w’-ounded from the debris, and it was not till 2 p.m., 
over 9 hours after the accident had occurred, that the last living 
man was extricated. 

riess, — It was laid down under G.O.G. 771 of 6-11-1879, that 
^‘The payment of donations to the Sappers’ Mess at Bangalore, is 
no longer compulsory, except from such officers as are attached 
for duty to the Corps of Sappers and Miners, whether such 
officers belong to the R.E. of the British or late Indian Services, 
irrespective of locality of employment. Subscriptions by officers 
benefitting by the mess to be continued as before.” 

nuskctry. — In the S.I.R.A. Meeting of 1880, the Corps won the 
Cubbon Cup, 200 and^ 500 yards; Naick Kalsapen making the 
highest individual score in all the teams. 

Havildar Ramasami won the Victoria Plate, 200, 500, and 600 
yards, The Prince of Wales’ Plate at 200 yards, and the Native ’ 
Championship, receiving therewuth the S.I.R.A. and W.I.R.A. medals. 
2nd-Corpl. Grimes "won the Snider Plate, at 200 yards. 

In the 1881 meeting, Major Hamilton won the Empress Plate, at 
800, 900, and 1000 yards, and with it the N.R.A. medal. Sergeant 
Davis won the Consolation Stakes at 500 yards ; and in the Ohdewala 
Stakes at 200 and 500 yards the Corps team w'-as 2nd, losing by 1 
point only. 



1881. lnstmctiont — ISSl, Army sii^iicxlling wSjS still coiisidorBcl Oj 
Sapper speciality, as shewn by the following extract from the Madras 
Army regiilatioiivS, as anieiided by S.G.O. 114 of 2otii October 1881. 
‘'A school of Army signalling, has been established at Bangalore 
since 1872. At this school officers and soldiers of the British and 
Indian Services are instriicted in visual signalling. The instruction 
is carried on by a commissioned officer styled the ^Instructor in Army 
Signalling.' aiicl by an N.C.O. styled the ^Assistant Instructor in Army 
Signalling/ The* Instructor is attached to the H.Q. of the Queen’s 
Own Sappers, and he conducts his duties under the orders of the 
Cominaiidant of this Corps. Certificates are granted to all passing 
certain standards, tliese certificates are signed by the Instructor, 
and countersigned by the Commandant of Sappers.” 

This system was continued until 1888, when two Inspectors of 
Army signalling ivere appointed, and Central Schools were formed 
under I.A.C. 141 of 1888. 

1882. Egyptian War, 1882 . — Orders were received on 6th July 1882, 
for two companies to proceed on service, and the following were 
detailed : — 

Major A. P. Hamilton, Commanding Detachment. 

‘‘A” Company. ^ ‘T” Company. 

Lieut. C. H. Darling Lieut. W. D. Lindley 

„ P. B. Baldwin „ H. E. Goodwyn. 

„ S. Andrews Speed. 

Surgeon T. Hoey. 

^‘I” company left Bangalore on 12th July, and landed at Suez on 
8th August; the t^A” company left Bangalore on 1st August, and 
landed at Suez on 23rd idem. 

On 23rd September, a section of 'fE” company consisting of tele- 
graphists, with instruments and cable for 10 miles, and wdth mule 
transport, joined at Suez, and this section proved of great utility 
during the attack on Tel-el-Kebir. 

The following was the work etc. performed by the detachment : — 

9th August— “ I ” company moved up to Lock station, where they 
were employed in making a defensive post, a flying bridge, etc., up to 
19th. ■■ 

16th — Lieut. Goodwyn and three men employed near Little Chalouf, 
were attacked by a strong party of the enemy, and had to abandon 
their boat. Half of I ” company went with two companies of B.I. 
to dfistroy any cover that ‘the enemy might have prepared at Little 
Chalouf. 

20th— One section accompanied a wing of the Seaforth Highlanders 
in the advance on Chalouf, and destroyed about 80 yards of railw^ay. 

21st to 26th— Repairing Freshwater Canal, work on camping ground, 
repairs to railway, and telegraph. 

27th— Lieut. Darling with | of “A” company moved to Ismailia 
by rail ; detachment H.Q. and | of “ A ” company moved by canal 
to Ismailia, which was not reached until 30th. 

28th to 8th September— ‘‘ A ” company was employed on the 
’ railway, on landing stages, and in landing stores, 

27th— I of ‘‘ I ” company moved to Fayid, and worked on railway 
and telegraph there for two days, on 29th they moved to Serapeum 
and entrenched the lock, on 30th they reached Nefiche, and on 31st 
Ismailia, and joined in the work being earned out by “ A ” company, 
till 8th. , 

The left I of company remained at Chalouf until 7th 

September when they rejoined their H.Q. 
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Sept oij-ijjer, the companies moved to Tel-el-Maliiita, and iss 
reached Kassassin next day, wliere they were eroplo 3 ^ed on the 
watf‘r supply, both tiiat day and the next. 

On h3th they^ marched ■ at ■ 2-15 a.m., Lient : Goodwyii with 
one section of “I” company, moved with the advanced irnard, the 
reniainder in rear of the Intantry. The te]egrai)li section followed 
ill rear, laying cable to keep up corn niniiicat ion between Divisional 
TI.Q. and t,he General in Chief. After the ea}>tiire of Tel-el-Kehir, 
Lieut. Liiidley was detached with | of “ I ' company to level a 
])ara,pet wliicli had been built across the railway ; the re riiaiiider of 
the 8a]>pers marched to Zagazig, 26 miles, arriving at 6 p.m. 

Lieut. Lindley’s detachment and the telegnpdi section rejoined 
on the 14th and 15th respective!}^, and the Siipjjcrs ininained at 
Zagazig till the 21st, doing various repairs to the railway. Lieut, 
Baldwin with the surveyors made a sketch of the battleiiehhat Tei-el- 
Kebir. 

The two companies moved to Cairo by rail on 22nd, whilst the 
telegraph section marched to Ismailia. 

The companies were inspected by H.E.H. the Duke of Connaught 
on 2nd October. 

The telegraph section reached Ismailia on 25th, and was railed to 
Cairo on 26th. 

On 8tii October the detachment left Cairo by train and reaching 
Suez the next morning, embarked on the Allegha/m}, and sailed the 
same day. Bombay was reached on 25th idem, and Bangalore on 30th. 

Subadar Jeymni and Naick Shaikh Ismail proce<‘ded from Egypt 
to England, and were presented to Her Majesty the Queen. 

Ct.G.O. 518 dated 23rd Beptemher 1882. 

^‘Tlie military operations in Eg}^)t having been brouglit to a 
successful close by the British Forces under the command of General 
Sir Garnet Wolseley, g.c.b., g.c.m.g., the Most Honourable the Vicero}^ 
and Governor-General in Council desires to express the gratitieation of 
the Government of India, that the Indian Division of tlie Expeditionayv 
Force has taken an honourable and important part in tliese o] >eratioiis, 
and has fully maintained the reputation of the Indian Army.’- 

Extract from despatch by Sir Garnet Wolsele}" : — 

“ I have great pleasure in bringing to the notice of ^mur Excellency, 
the efiective assistance rendered me by General Macpiierson and by 
the contingent from India, which arrived in tins country under his 
command.” . 

Extract from clespatch by General Macpiierson : — 

The Seaforth Highlanders, the Head-Quarters and three companies 
of the following Native Infantry Regiments, viz: the 7th and 20tli 
Bengal N .1., the 29th Bombay NJ., the Mountain Battery, a squadron 
of the 6th Bengal Cavalry, and the Madras Sappers, left their bivouac 
(Kassassin) at 1-30 a.m. on 13th, and proceeded along the south bank 
of the PVesli water Canal, At dawn the first shot was filled, and the 
enemy forthwith replied with shell, but without inflicting loss. After a 
desultory opposition, the enemy’s battery was taken with a rusli, 
and tlie enemy fled, throwing down their arms. The entrencimients 
of Tel-eLKebir w^ere entered at 7-30 a.m., when all firing ceased. 

The division continued its march to Zagazig, and occupied that 
place wdth a squadron of the 6th Bengal Cavalry at 4-15 p.m. 

The Infantry followed, arriving from 6-30 to 9 p.rn., some hj a 
train which had been sent out to meet them. Great praise is 
due to all ranks in the Native Infantry for endurancej not a single 
man fell out or was carried.” 
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Extacfc Iroiii xlespatciieSj'-C.R.E.s order dated O-104SS2, 

^‘As tlie Britisli force in Egypt is about to be broken up, the 
Brigadier-Gene,rai, C.R.E. avails himself of the .opportunity to 
. convey to the Royal Engineers and to 'the Queen's Own ^ Madras 
Sappers and Miners under his command, his thorough satisfaction 
with the excellent manner in which all officers and men have done 
their duty. The campaign, though very short, has been far more 
than ordinarily trying and laborious. Nevertheless the admirable 
spirit which has pervaded all ranks, has enabled them to over- 
come every difficulty. Throughout this campaign the Corps has 
done good work, and has in all its branches added to its well 
established reputation. The Brigadier-General tenders to the Corps 
his hearty congratulations, and thanks them for the ungrudging 
spirit in which they have responded to every call upon them.” 

No. 3 T dated 25-11-1882, from the A.G. Madras army to 
the G.O.G. Bangalore Division.” 

1^1 am desired to forward to you the accompanying extracts 
from a note addressed to the C.-in-C. by Colonel Browne C.S.I., 
R.E. late C.R.E. with the Indian Division in Egypt. 

H-E. was much gratified on receiving so very satisfactory a 
report of the Madras Sappers and Miners, and I am to request 
that you will communicate the same to the Commandant of the 
Corps.” 

Extracts from a D.O. note dated 15-11-1882 from Colonel 
Browne R.E. to Sir Frederick Roberts : — 

I write to tell you how very pleased I was with them ( ISIadras 
Sappers and Miners), and how thoroughly efficient, handy, and 
willing, I found them in every possible respect. We liad some 
very heavy pieces of work in the railway line, and the amount 
of work they got through, and the neat and workmanlike way 
in which they did it, was in every way most satisfactory, and 
caused the R.E. from England no little astonishment, x x x x x 

Hamilton and his officers never made difficultiesj were always 
ready to turn out to work, wherever and whenever required, and 
pulled so well with myself and my assistants, that we have only 
one opinion between us all, that on future occasions we may 
have them to work for us again.” 

>Sir Frederick Roberts also said in February 1883 

Egypt all authorities bore testimony toM'h^ efficiency and 
workmanlike qualities of the two companies, and I was much gratified 
to receive a letter from the C.R.E. with the Indian Contingent, speak- 
ing in the highest terms of the troops under Lieut.-Colonel liamiiton’s 
command.” 

The following is an extract from a speech made in March 1884 by 
Lieut.-General Payn, Commanding the Bangalore Division : — 

Three times it has been my pleasing duty to despatch, some of 
you on active service, and on each occasion you have added to the 
already glorious reputation of the Corps. There is scarcely a country 
in Her Majesty’s Dominions in which you have not served, or a 
campaign in which you have not taken part. On all these occasions 
you have been remarkable for your discipline and gallantry as soldiers, 
and for your usefulness as Sappers.” 

Honours and Distinctions. — Major Hamilton was promoted 
Brevet Lieut.-Colonel. Lieut. C. H, Barling and Subadar Jeyarain 
were admitted to the 5th Class of the Medjidi. 
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/vEgypt 1882,” and “ Tel-el-Ivebir.”— T o be borne on the appoint- 
ments of the Corps, under Military Despatch Fo. 177 of 17tli May 
1883, from the Secretary of State- for India. 

Appointments.— The following rules were promulgated under 
T.A.C. 224 of 1882, for the tenure of command of the Corps. “The 
present and next incumbent can hold the command for 7 years, or up 
to the age of 55, whichever occurs first.” 

Musketry, — From 1882 to 1886, the following successes were 
gained at the S.I.R.xl. Meetings. 

1882 B.T. Rifle Derby, 200 yards — 1st, 2nd, and Srd prizes 

Nursery stakes, 200 yard — Istprize. 

Martiiii Henry Plate, 200 yards — 1st prize. 

N.T. Agram Plate, 200 yards „ 

Carbine Derby, 200 yards „ 

Rifle and Spade Contest „ 

Volley Firing Stakes „ 

Field Firing Contest ,, 

1883 B.T. Bangalore Cup „ 

N.C.O. Plate, 500 and 600 yards „ 

Carbine Cup, 200 and 400 yards 
Empress Plate, 200 yards 

, „ 500 „ „ 

Viceroy’s Cup, 800 „ „ 

900 „ 

„ 1000 „ 

Alexandra Stakes, 900 yards „ 

1000 „ „ ♦ 

N.T. Victoria Plate, 400 yards „ 

Agram Plate, 200 yards „ 

Rifle and Spade Contest „ 

C.-in-C.s Prize „ 

Victoria Plate, 500 yards, and Aggregate, Ist and W.L 
R,A. Medal. 

1884 B.T. N.C.O. Plate, 500 and 600 yards 1st 

Volley Firing Stakes „ 

3 men fired in the winning team of the British Army 
versus Volunteers at 200, 500, and 600 yards. 

M,H. Carbine Derby, 200 yards „ 

Viceroy’s Cup, 900 yards „ 

S.I.R.A. Stakes, 500 and 600 yards „ 

Rajah Gajpati Rao’s prize, 200 yards 1st. 

.Championship, 2nd 

N.T. Trial Stakes, 200 yards 1st 

Snider Carbine Derby, 200 yards „ 

Revolver Stakes „ 

1885 B.T. One man fired in the winning team of the British Army 

versus the Volunteers. 

N/r, Agram Stakes, 700 yards 1st 

1886 B.T. Empress Plate, 500 yards „ 

Highest aggregate, 800 and 900 yards 1st 
S.I.R.A. Stages, 500 and 600 yards „ 

N.T. Maharajah of Mysore’s prize, 600 yards 1st 
Resident’s Stakes, 400 yards „ 

Native Guineas, 500 yards „ 

Agram Stakes, 700 yards ,, 

Cliampionship 1st, 2iid, Srd, and 4th. 


1882. 



1882. 

1883. 


1881. 


1886. 


■ A prize: of Ils. 25, and a badge' of cross muskets arid^ crown 
in gold were aiitlioiised for the best -shot among the It.Ji. N.C.O.s ot 
the Corps, under I.A.C. 63 of 1882 but- this was cancelled in 1884. 

In Ocdciber 1883,^ number of rounds were allowed 

for the annual course of musketry , 

7 rounds, standing, 200 yards, at a 3rd class target 
7 „ 250 jt 

7 „ kneeling 300 „ 

7 „ kneeling 400 at a 2nd class target 

7 „ lying 500 „ 

7 lying 600 „ 

42 rounds total for Individual Practices 
10 „ volleys 

10 „ independent 

5 „ moving or disappearing target 

13 „ company field firing 

10 „ regimental or brigade field firing, (if carried out) 

10 „ matcdi shooting 

20 „ Commandant’s allowance 

120 rounds total. 

In the following August, the allowance was altered as follows — 

10 rounds, standing, at 200 yards at a 3rd class target. 


10 


kneeling 

800 

V 

10 



400 

2nd 

10 

JJ 

lying 

500 

jf 

10 

>} 


600 

fj 


so' roiflhds total for individual practices 
10 „ volleys 

10 „ independent 

5 „ moving or disappearing target 

13 „ company field firing 

10 „ corps field firing, (if carried out) 

10 „ match shooting 

12 ,, Commandant’s allowance 

120 rounds total. 

The classification to be 

Marksmen 90 points Figure of merit— 75 very good 

1st class 70 „ 65 good 

2nd „ 50 „ 55 moderate 

under 55 bad. 

and musketry prizes were also authorised by S.G.O. 62 of 1884 
Best shot in the Corps— Rs. 25, and a badge of cross carbines and 

crown, in gold. 

Best shot in each company— Rs, 15, and a badge of cross carbines in 

worsted. 

S.G.O. 57 of 1886 laid dowm the following orders for the 10 rounds 
volley firing 

5 rounds at 400 yards, single rank, kneeling or sitting. 

5 rounds at 600 yards, extended order, any military positioiij 
and for the 10 rounds Independent”: — 

* Sights will be adjusted to 200 yards, and will be kept there 
throughout the practice ; bayonets will be fixed, and one round fired at 
320 yards range, after which an advance of 30 paces will be made 
and another round fired, and so on till 100 yards range is reached ; 
the first 4 rounds will be fired lying down, the next 4 kneeling, and 



the last 2 slanding: a fall length figure target being used. For the 
moving and vanishing targets, the target not to exceed 432 square 
inches, and the distance to be not less than 150 yards. 

^ Pay and Allowances. — Staff pay @ Ils. 15 per mensem was „ 

allowecl to one R.E. N.C.O. in charge ot the transport of each company 
(I. ii.G. 60 of 16th June 1883). 

DresS““Khaki helmets with the regimental badge were intro- 
duced for British officers and N.C.O.s. ' from OOtli November 1883, 
except for full dress- (R.O. 30e3 of 1883J.- The black pagri for Native 
ranks was sanctioned by G.O.C.C. 141 of 20tli March 18S4. 

Establbhment.—The CTOvernor-General in Council ordered in 
December 1883 that in peace time only one Sergeant and one Corporal 
should be attached to each Sapper company. (R.O. 321 of 1883). 

Trades —In August 1884 it was ordered that recruits, who had 1884* 
no trade on enlistment, should, except when on field works, be only 
employed at whatever trade they had selected, except urider the^ 
orders of the Commandant, until they had passed in such trade ; 
and that no man was to be passed into the ranks until he had 
qualified in a trade. (R.O. dated loth August 1884), 

Submarine Mining Detachment. — From October 1884, a 
detachment of 3u men was furnished by ‘‘A” company for submarine 
mining at Rangoon, the detachment to be reliex^ed every two years. 

(R.O. 249 of 1884), and this continued till November 1891, when all 
Submarine Mining Sections were embodied in a sep>arate Corps, under 
I.A.C. 64 and 159 of 1891, 

Working Pay of R.C. N.C.O.S.— In December 1884, orders were 
received from the C.-in-C. that B.N.C.O.s. were only to draw working 
pay for the actual liours worked. (R.O. 302 of 1884). 

War in the 5oudan, I685,— ^^F” company left Bangalore on 3885. 
24th February, with Captain C. B. Wiikieson, Commanding; the other 
officers being Captain F. J. Romilly and Lieut. E.M. B. Newman; and 
with Surgeon eJ. Smyth M.D. I.M.S. in medical charge. 

The company reached Suakin in March, and was present at the 
following operations : — 

Reconnaissance towards Hashin on 19th March, and the battle 
at that place on 20th idem. 

The battle of Tofrek (McNeiTs Zariba) on 22nd March, -when 
Captain Romilly, Lieut. Newman, and 12 men were killed, and Captain 
Wiikieson and 19 men were wounded. One of the latter dying of his 
wounds shortly after. 

Captain S. A. E. Hickson R.E. and Lieut. J. Tanner R.E. 
temporarily attached to the company after Tofrek, but left it again in 
April. 

The company was engaged during the attacks on convoys tliat 
took place from 24th to 28th March, as well as on the march to, and 
destruction of, Tamai from 1st to 4th of April. 

Lieut. A. C. MacDomiell joined the company from Bangalore in 
April, but was invalided later; Captain C. H. Darling also joined in 
April. 

During April and May, the company was employed on the Sualdn- 
Berber railway, and the campaign concluded on tiie "iTth May. 

Captain Wiikieson was invalided from 8tli June, and Captain 
Darling then took over the command of the company until 30th 
September, when he proceeded to England on leaving the Corps, 
and Captain W. D. Lindley took over the command from 1st Octolier. 

The company embarked at Suakin on 2Cth November, and re- 
turned to Bangalore. 
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1 .B.N.C.O. and 14 Xative N.C.O/s and men liad died of disease 
during the campaign. , 

Honours and Distmcl:ions.--Oaptain .Wilkieson was granted 
a Brevet Majorirv from loth June 18So (London Gazette of 25tii August 
1885). , 

The Honours ‘hSuAKiN ISSo" and I'Tofrek" were granted to the 
Corps, under Cx.G.O. 478 dated 16tli Jiilv’' 1880. 

Plxtract from despatclies of Lieut.-General Sir G, Graham dated 
SOtliMarclilSSo.. 

The Eoyal Engineers, assisted by Madras Sappers and Mdners 
and working parties of East Surrey, planned and executed tlie defensive 
works with great skill and coolness, althougli repeatedly threatened 
with attack by the enterprising enemy, wlio at one time swarmed 
round on all sides'’ , 

Letter from the A.G. Madras Army dated October 1885 

“In forwarding far your information and communication to the 
Corps under your eommand, the accompaning proceedings of the 
IMadras Government, I am dkected to inform you of the satisfaction with 
wdiich tlio Provincial C.-in-C. has read this correspondence and to 
rec[iiest that y(.)U will express to Major Wilkieson, Siibadar Cliinmayan, 
Jemadars Virasami, and Venaigamurti, and the N.C.O.s and men of the 
“E” company, Mujor-General Rowlands’ apprecation of tlieir excellent 
service, and of the inanner in which they liave uplield the renown of 
the Madras Army.” 

Government of Aladras, Military Department, No. 5473, 5th 
October 1885 Read the following: — 

Military Despatch, No. 215 dated London 20th August, 1SS5, from 
the Riglit Honourable the Secretary of State for India to H.E. tlie Riglit 
Honoural de the Governor-Geiieral of India in Council. 

1. I forward herewith for your Lordship’s information a co|;)y 
of a letter from the Horse Cluards enclosing copy of a communication 
received from Lieut.-General Sir G. Graham, k.c.b., R.E. relative to 
the services rendered by “E”’ company “Q.O,”S.&M. during the 
recent campaign in the Eastern Soudan. 

2. I Iiave much pleasure in specially bringing to the notice of 
your Lordship’s Governinent, as desired by H.R.H. the Field Marshal 
Commandingun-Chief, the good service and gallant conduct of Cax:)tain 
C. B. Wilkieson, R.E. and the officers, N.C.O.’s and men under Ids 
command. 

Letter No. 7700-2477, dated Horse Guards, War Office, 28th July, 
1885. to the Under Secretary of State for India. 

“I am directed by the Field Marshal, Commanding-in-Chief, to 
forward herewitli for th(i information of the Secretary of State for 
India in Council, a copy of a communication received from Lieut.- 
General Sir G. Graham, k.g.b., R.E., relative to the service rendered 
by ‘F’ company ‘ Q. 0.’ S. & M. during the recent camx>a,ign in the 
Eastern Soudan. H.R.H. would be glad if the good service and gallant 
conduct of Ca])tain C. B. Wilkieson R.E., and the officers, N.C.O.s. 
and men under his command, are specially brought to the notice of 
the Government of India.” 

¥vom the Officer Commanding R.E. Suakin Force, to the 
Assistant Military Secretary, dated 19th M^y 1885. 

“ I have the honour to request that the good services per- 
formed during the expedition by ^ F ’ company Queen’s Own 
Sappers and Miners may be specially brought to the notice of 
the^ Government of India. During the attack on McNeil’s 
Zariba, on the 22nd March, there were 36 casualties among the 
officers, N.C.Os, and men of the company, yet so little did this 
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severe loss affect the moral of the company", that , the rn-eii worked jsso. 
with the greatest coolness a. few days afterwards clearing the . 
bush^ during an attack on the convoy which they were accom- 
panying. The company was present in nearly cnwy aetioii of 
the campaign, and it was afterwards, employed* in tiie . construe" . 
tion of the lailway, some distance in advance of the head of 
the line. ,I would wish also that the coiidiiet of the Command, 
ding Officer, Captain C. B. Wilkieson, may be specially brought ’ 
to notice. He was the only suiwiving officer after the "attack on 
McNeil's Zariba, and though seriously wounded by a spear in 
the thigh, he refused to go to hospital, and remained on duty 
for twenty-four hours, until relieved by aiiotlier officer.’’ 

It is submitted that this report may he forwarded to the 
B.A.G. of R.E. to be laid before lI.R.H. the Field Marshal Com- 
manding-in-Chief. 

The conduct of “F” company “Q. 0.” S. & M. is specially 
mentioned as I'egards the campaign generally, in paras. 34 and 38 
of the Lient.-GeneraTs despatch No 89 dated 80’5-1885. 

Captain Wilkieson is also mentioned in the same para. 

A copy of ColAiiel Edward’s report wdll doubtless be forwarded 
to the Secretary of State for India, for transmission to the Govern- 
ments of India and Madras.” 

Extract from Lieut.-General Sir G. Graham’s despatch to the 
Secretary of State for War, dated Alexandria, 30-o~1885. No. 89. 

‘^The Madras Sappers were present on the action of the 22nd 
March, and suffered severely, while contributing materially to the 
lieavy defeat there inflicted on the enemy. .... They again 
proved tliemselves first-rate troops, whether for fighting or for work. 

I would also bring forward the following as able and efficient 
officers X X X X X Captain Wilkieson R.B. Commanding the com- 
pany of the ‘Q.O.’ Madras S. & M., who was wounded at the 
zariba on 22nd March, x x x x 

I cordially concur in Colonel Edward’s observations. My ex- 
perience of the Madras Sappers during the last campaign in the 
Soudan confirmed the impression I received during the campaign 
in Northern China in 1860, as to the invaluable ciualities of tlie 
men of this Corps, whether displayed in hard work or in hard 
fighting.” 

Orders hy Brigadier-General Sir J. Hudson, November 19th 1885.— 

The Brigadier-General Commanding does not hesitate to say that 
of the troops which accornpanied him from India in March last, no 
Cbrps has done a greater amount of useful work, and certainly none 
in proportion to its number has suffered so severely in action and 
from sickness as the ' F ’ company, * Q.O.’ Sappers and Miners. 

Such loyal and devoted services add lustre to the already 
high reputation enjoyed bj?' the distinguished Corps of wdiich the 
‘F’ company is so worthy a unit. 

Sir John Hudson offers his best thanks to Captain Lindley 
and all ranks of the company for the excellent service and 
assistance they have at all times rendered in tlie various works 
on which they have been employed, and in bidding them ^ Good- 
bye’ expresses the hope that the exigencies of the service may 
permit of their enjoying that rest of which all of them stand 
so much in need.” 

Letter 393 from Brigadier-General Sir J, Hudson, November 
1885, to Secretary Government of India, M. IX The 'F’ company 
Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners having embarked for India I do 
myself the honour to request you will be so good as to bring 



1835. under the notice of the Government of India the very excellent 
services performed by this detachment since it has been under 
my command. 

Since the day it landed here in March last, the company 
. ' dias been eoiitiiiuously employed, .. and . it is not too much to say 

that it has done more usetui work than any Corps which came 
from India; and it is with much regret I am obliged to add 
that in proportion to its numbers it has, I fear, suffered more 
severely from sickness and the effects of the climate. 

“The high reputation enjoyed by the Madras Sappers has 
been nobly sustained by this company under its officers Major 
Wiikieson, Captains Darling and Lindley, and Lieut. MacDoiinell ; 
and those other gaUant men, Captain liomilly and Lieut. Newman, 
who were killed in action on the 22nd March. 

“ I feel I am only doing my duty in bringing thus prominently 
to notice of the Government of India the excellent service of 
this company.’’ 

Employment— In April 1885 nine men were despatched to 
the Straits Settlements for survey work. 

G.O.G. 265, dated September 1885. ‘^The Eight Honourable the 
Governor in Council is highly gratified to hear of the excellent 
serviee performed at Harrar, and on the road to that place, by a party 
as below of the ‘ E ’ company ' Q. 0.’ S. & M., now quaitered at 
Aden, and resolves to communicate the correspondence regarding 
it to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 

2193 Hav. Sxibbarayan 822 Pte. Jaganatlian {^) 

244 Nk. Prancies (^) 895 ,, Govindasami (*) 

376 Pte. Narayanasami 923 „ Sannayasi 

449 „ Yenkariah 977 „ Venkatachalam 

699 „ Husain Khan 1016 „ Muttusami 

(*) Specially mentioned for assistance rendered in surveying 
the caravan route between Harrar and Berbera. ^ 

Organisation. — ^Under I.A.C. 97 of 31-7-1885, the designation 
of 42Dd company R.E. was changed to ‘‘ K ” company. 

From 1-8-1885, the organisation of “A” company was fixed at— 


Sections B.N.G.O.s 

F.O.S 

Hav. 

Nk. 

Scpc 

1. Torpedo 

8 

1 

1 

2 

38 

2. Telegraph 

6 


1 

2 

24 

3. Printing 

2 




2 

4. Lithography 

2 




o 

5. Photography 

2 




2 

6. Pontooniug 

1 

1 

1 

2. 

32 

7. Coy. Duty 

1 


1 

2 

5 

Total 

22 ' . 

2 

4 

8 

105 


Buglers. 


(R.O. 241 of 1885.) 

Arms and Musketry —Orders were issued in G.O.C.C. India, 
dated 6-10-1885, for the rearmament of the Corps with M.H. rifles, but 
owing to the war in Burma, and other causes, the rearmament’ was 
not completed till after the 1889-90 course had been fired. 

For the Martini Henry rifle the classification was fixed at 
Marksman 100 points; Figure of Merit 80 very good 
1st Class 80 „ 70 good 

2nd. „ 70 „ 60 moderate 

bad, if under 60. 

,Dress.— The badge of the Royal and Imperial Cypher within 
the Garter, was taken into wear on the helmet by officers and 
British N.C.Os. in December 1885. (R.O. 420 of 1885). 



ReorganisaOon of the Corps.—Special India Ariiiy Circular 3885 
174, dated 16th Deceniberj 1885. 

“ Her Majesty's Government having sanctioned the reorganisation 
nf the Corf.is uf tappers and. Miners in tiie three Presidencies; the Right 
Ilcjiioiirahlr the Governor-General in Council is pleased to |>roin'ulgate 
the following rules and regulations — which will have eftbct from the 
date of this c,irciilar 'h — 


In, the first 
down as follows 

1 Commandant. 

1 Siipt. of Instruction. 

1 Siipt. of Park and Train, 
1 Adjutant. 

8 Coy. Commanders. 

8 Coy. Officers. 

Warrant Officer. 


6 paras. j and Apjpendices, the establislimeiit is laid 


12 Sergeants. 

14 Corporals. 

14 Second Corporals. 

8 Suljadars. 

36 demadars. 

48 Havildars. 

1 Warrant Officer. ! 64 Naicks (increased to 80by I.A.C. 

146 of 30-9-1886. 

1 Sergt. Major. | 1200 Sappers. 

1 Q.-M. Sergeant. : 16 Buglers. 

56 Recruit Boys, 

Six Service companies numbered 1 to 6, and two Depot companies, 
lettered A ” and ‘‘ B 


Each company except to consist of: — 

1 Coy. Commander. j 2 Jemadars 

3 Ci>y. Officer 6 Havildai’S, 

2 British N.C.O.s i 10 Naicks. 

1 Suhadar i 150 Sax)pei's. 

2 Buglers. 

and a peace e.stablishment of 1 Lascar, 2 Bhistis> and 2 Sweepers. 
“A” company to consist of: — 


2 

Pontoon 

2 Telegraph 

2 Field Print. 

S.-M.M. 

Total. 


vSections. 

Sections. 

Litho. and 

Section. 





Photo Sections. 



Br. Officers 

2 




2 

Br. y.G.O.s 

2 

8 

8 

8 

26 

K. Officers 

2 



1 

3 

Havilders 

Z 

2 


1 

6 

!Xaicks 

4 

Z 


. 3,, 

10 

Saxn^ers 

64 

32 

14 

so 

' 140 

Buglers 

1 



1 

2 

Lascars 




10 

10 
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wdll be the Recruit Depot Compam?' ; iinmediately on tlie 
outbreak of ^Yar, the ‘* B” company will be increased by 50 Sappers, 
the order for such increase being issued by the Government of India. 

Bhitisii Officers. 

7. The olFicers of the Sappers and Miners, will belong to the 
Royal Engineers, and will take rank according to their regimental 
seniority in tliat Corps. 

8. The Commandants will (when permanently appointed) he 

regimental field officers of Royal Engineers, and will hold their a])point - 
inents subject to the limitations laid down in A.R.I. Yol. I„ I. 

Article 267, except clause (c), and also subject to the proviso that they 
vacate their appointments on removal from the Corps of R.E. on hail- 
]>ay. The staff pay will be Rs. 700 in Madras, 

9. The Superintendents of Instruction and Park will be officers 
of regimental rank, not higher than that of Major, and subject to 
this proviso, will hold their appointments for 5 years. Their x>ay will 
he as laid down in A.R.L, Vol. I., part I. Article 44S- 

10. The senior of these two officers in each Corps, if a Captain 
or Major, and next to the Commandant in regimental seniority 
in the R.E., will be second comm and, with an addition to his 


if>8 

1885, staff, paj .of Rs. 100 per month. The' tenure of the appointment of 
second-in-command will terminate with that of the other appoint- 
nieiit, of the officer holding it. 

11. When the senior of the two above mentioned officers is not 
a Captain, or not the next to the Commandant in seniority in the 
Corps of R.I., the officer next in such seniority shall ' officiate as 

' second-in-coinmand. 

Paras. 10 and 11 were subsequently cancelled. 

12. The Adjutant will be a Subaltern, and will vacate his 
appointment after 5 years tenure, or on promotion to Captain, if 
such promotion occurs before he completes o years tenure. 

(This was amended by I.A.C. 48 of 1886 to read ^^ The Adjutant, 
when appointed, will be a Subaltern, and will vacate his appointment 
after 5 years tenure.) 

13. The duties of Quarter-Master will be performed by a 
Subaltern, selected from the Company Commanders or Company 
Officers; the officer actually performing the duty will receive an 
addition to his staff pay of Fs. 50 per mensem. 

14. The Company Commanders will be Captains or Subalterns, 
and will receive staff pay at Rs. 240 per mensem. 

15. The Company Officers will be Subalterns, and will receive 
staff pay at the rate of Rs. 112 per mensem. They will be allotted in 
the proportion of 1 per company in peace time, and three in war time. 

16. The present company command allowance is abolished, but 
the contract allowance for repairs of arms, writing, and stationery, 
will be increased to Rs. 35 per company. Office allowance will be 

Adjutant Rs. 80 Instruction Office Rs. 39 

Quarter-Master ,, 50 Park Office ,, 50 

17. The various rates of staff pay specified above, will be in 
addition to regimental pay and allowances (except horse allowance) 
in every case, except that of Regimental Majors, who are restricted 
to the btaff Corps pay of their rank. 

18. The following language examinations will be required from 
officers of the S. & M. ; the necessary examination being carried 
out as at present : — 

Regimental Staff As for Executive Engineer M.W.D. 

Company Commanders within 6 „ „ 

months of appointment as such 

Company Officers within, 6 As for Assist. Engineer 1st grade of 
months of appointment as such M.W.D. 

Any of the above tests may be dispensed with in special cases 
at the discretion of H.E. the C.-in-C. 

19. All officei^ of the S. & M. when permanently appointed, will 
be entitled to the advantages of the furlough regulations of 1868. 

20. Every officer of the S. & M. will be required at all times to 
keep up one serviceable charger, on account of which he will receive 
no horse allowance. When required by the regulations to keep up 
more than one charger, these officers will become entitled to horse 
allowance, at the usual rate, for the extra chargers so maintained. 

21. Officers employed with their companies under the M.W. or 
P.W.D. will not be entitled to extra remuneration, unless their duties 
extend beyond the supervision and charge of work done by their own 
men. 

22. On Field Service, company commandei's will be considered as 
Edeld Engineers, and company officers as Assistant Field Engineers. 

The XVarraiit Officer will be attached to the Park. 
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24. The Reg'uneiital Sergeant-Major of eacli Corps ^vill 1:)e the 1835. 
Assistajit to the Siipemiteiident of Instriiction. The Sergeant Instruc- 
tor is abolished. The Ilegimentai Quarteiiiiastei-Sergeant .wiE be re- ' 
tallied on the same footing as at present.- 

26. The Sepoys will in future be styled “ Sappers 

27. The senior havildar of the recruit dex:)dt company will per- 
form the duty of .Regimental Havildar-Majoiy and this separate rank is 
abolished. 

31. Each service company will always be in possession of/ and 
wilT be accoiiipanied in the field, and .on the riiarcli, by its general 
service eciiiipment. 

32. The depot companies wiU be stationed at the Head-Quarters 
of the Corps, and are not available for ordinary reliefs. 

38. It is intended that the .bridging and telegraph section -s of the' 

A” Dej)^t Company referred to above, shall €01113111 specially trained, 
men ill til eir res]'>ective branches, ' who shall be used to supplement 
service companies when called.upon' to undertake work req.uiring, their 
assistance ; that the submarine mining . sections shall be the depdt for 
that service at the Corps Head-Quarters, and shall find the detachments 
required at the various submarine mining stations ; and fiiialy that 
the ]irintiiig, lithograliie, and photographic sections shall be available 
for 1 1 1 ei r s| h ‘clal work as required at . the H.Q, of Army Corps, etc., in the ■ 
Field. It is however to be understood that . the provision of these . 
special organisations is not to be considered as doing away with the 
iHH.'essity for imparting the m.ost. thorough training possiMe to all ; 
service companies in bridging and telegraph, duties, and to indivudiials .. 
as far as practicable, in the other, duties -mentioned, since' it is' obvious 
•that circumstances may frequently render . it n,ecessary, as heretofore, 
to undertake bridging and telegraph .operations, and other 'special work, 
with ordinary service companies of Sappers, in the absence of the 
special sections referred .to. "' ' 

34. The special sections, for': bridging,, telegraph, printing, litho-" 
graph, and photograph services .'will have charge of the equipments of 
these l3ranches which are' maintained at the H.Q. of the Corps. 

35. The Engineer Equipments in possession of the Coips, will be 
as follows, and will be supplied and renewed in tlie ordinary course by 
the Ordnance Department : — 

6 sets, Company equipments, pack for nmlv carriagfv as given in 

Tables a" and C Engineer Equipments in India, lkS4. 

2 sets, Electric Firing equipments, tension ; 

Tal)le E, Engineer Equipments in India 1884. 

4 sets, Electric Firing equipments, qiumtity : 

Table F, Engineer Equipments in India, 1884. 

Half unit of 60 yards, Heavy Bridge equipment ; 

Table J, Enginec^r Equipments in India, 1884. 

1 set, Field Photographic equipment ; 

Table 0, Engineer Equipments in India, 1884. 

2 sets, Field Printing, anrl Lithographic equipments ; 

Table P, Engineer Equipments in India, 1S84. 

1 set, Head-Quarters Instructional equipment ; 

Table Q, Engineer Equipments in India, 1884. 

36. When changes in the patterns of arti<‘b‘s of equipment arr* 
considered to 1)0 necessary, the Commandant of tlu^ Cor[)S will su}>mit 
his ]n*oposais through the prescribed channel for the eoiisid(‘ration of 
the local military authcnities, and for subsequent transmissimi through 
the I-G. of M.Mb to the A.G. in India, for the orders of H.E. the C,-in-C. 
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S7., CorpB Transport will 1)e for tlie present on the existing footing. 
It -will be detael'ied for general transi^ort duty under orders Irom Ariiiy 
Sead-Quarters only. 

88. Where any of the ehangn^s above detailed involve abolition of 
existing appointments, or reduction in existing rates of pay, suclurboli- 
tion 01 "reduction will be carried out on tlie next vacanci(‘s occuriiig in 
the appointments concerned, except in the reduction in tii(‘ number of 
Siibadars, which will he earned out by the absorbtion of one vacancy iii 
every three oecuring, until the reduction is completed. Pending tliis 
absnrbtioii the total riumber of sanctioned Native officers is not to he 
exceeded. All existing regulations not mentioned in this Army Circu- 
lar, will remain in force. 

Eegimeiital Order No. 28 dated 26-1-1886. 

The existing companies -will be re-numbered (or re-lettered) as 

follows : — , 

Present Company. New Company. 


U . \ JJ 

4n 

“G” 

“ E ” 
“E” 
“G” 
“H” 

«i J 


No. 2' 
„ 8 

,, 5 
6 

„ 1 


Broken nj) and 
merged in the 
other companies. 

Every company, (A excepted) wall be divided into 8 Divisions, eacli 
under a Native officer ; each Division will be sub-divided into 2 sections. 


The Divisions will be numbered 1, 11, and III, and the sections from 
1 to 6. 

But under C.O. 846 of 1898, the sections were named, Right 
Section *’ and “ Left Section ” respectively, of each Division. 

Third ^ War in Burma, 1885-87.--The following were 
detailed to join the expeditionary force to Upper Burma 

C company under Captain Dorward, and Lieut, Anderson. 

‘‘ D company under Captain Andrews Speed, 

“ H ” company under Captain Badgley. 

Telegraph section of A ” company under Lieut. Grlanville, 

The expedition was under the command of Major-General H. N. D. 
Prendergast, v.c., c.b., R.E., formerly Commandant of the Corps, and 
the following officers of the Corps were on his staff. 

Lieut.-Col. E. W. Begbie, Director of Signalling. 

Brevet Major C. B. Wilkieson, Adjutant, R.E. 

The following Lieutenants were appointed from Military Works 
to the companies 

H. H. Barnet, C. D. Learoyd, J, Stewart, C. N, Beevor, and 
T. P. B. Renny-Tailyour, 

'«D” and companies and the telegraph section from 

Bangalore, readied Madras on 29th October 1885, and ‘C’ company from 
Secunderabad arrived there on 81st ; they embaiked on 3rd Novem ber, 
and sailing on 4t:h in the Empress ofhidia, reached Rangoon on the 10th. 

The three companies and telegraph section, together with t^vo 
Bengal and one Bombay company, and a field park from Calcutta, 
embarked on the River Steamer Shway Myo on 11th and 12th 
November, starting up the river on the latter date. 

Lieut. Beeyor was so ill that he had to be left behind, and he was 
replaced by Lieut^ W. R. Morton, whose services were obtained from 
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the Burma Government. . Lieut.- Morion, proceedcci by rail to Prome, , 1885 * 
and joined the as fcjlie passed there. 

G-eneral Prenclergast c.rossed the . frontier about noon on 15th; 
and Major Wiikiesoii came up and joined the Head-Quarter ship, ilie 
Thmyihycvline that evening. On lUtli, ■ columns were landed on both 
bnnks, and Major Wiikieson accompanied that on the right luink 
orilered to move against a batteiy at Myoiingbenmaw, no opposition 
was met, alt,lioiigh the battery had fired on tiie leading ships, and . 
the battery wars destroyed. . 

On 17th columns were again landed on both banks; Major 
Wiikieson accompanied the left bank coluriin agai.nst t,he CTuegya.u.m 
redoubt, this column met with little resistance, and took the redoubt 
without loss. The Madras companies went with the right bruik 
column against the fort of Minhia, this column was strongly opposed, 
and the fort was captured at the point of the bayonet. 

At Yenangjmiing on 20th, Lieut. Glanvilie with a telegraph 
detachment was landed with 0 ” company to reopen the telegraph 
station, but the telegraph office had been completely cleared out, and 
it was not found possible to open up communication. 

On 23rd Lieut. Learoyd was appointed Orderly Officer to the 
Ct.O.C. Force, and Lieut. J. W. Pringle from 5th Bengal company, 
replaced him in ‘tC” company. 

The column reached MandaPiy on 28th November, and in the 
afternoon the Palace was occupied, and reconnoitring parties were 
sent out under Captains Dorward and Speed, and Lieiits. Barnet, 
Glanvilie, Pringle and Senny-Tailyour to report on the principal roads. 

The Sappers remained at Mandalay, and on 4th December moved 
into quarters in the Palace enclosure, and on 7rh Lieut, Morton was 
retransferred to the Public Works. 

Lieuts. Glanvilie and Eenny-Tailyour were attached to a flying 
column from 7tli to 14tli for reconnoitring purposes, and Lieut. Pringle 
to another from 8th to 14th, 

Lieut. Beevor rejoined on 15th from Rangoon, and on 17th Lieut. 
Barnet with IG men started with an expedition to the Ciiindwin river, 
whilst on 19th Major Wiikieson accompanied on expedition to Bhamo. 

In Jamiary Major Wiikieson accompanied a small party on a hasty ISSO- 
reconnaissance to the Kachin Hills. 

During January the three companies were constantly employed 
with flying columns ; one of these columns under the command of 
Captain Dorward successfully attack^^d a number of the enemy at 
Madeya, and inflicted a severe loss on them. 

Lieut. Anderson was invalided early in J<anuaiy 1886. 

Lieut. Pringle rejoined the Bengal S. and M. on 6th February 1886. 

(3ii 27th April there was a smart brush with the enemy at 
Myinmu near Myingyan, the O.C. of thcUt place reporting on 27th : — 

The brunt of the fighting fell on the Madras Sappers who fought 
■witli great \mlour, ultimately driving the rebels out of the village. 
Captain Badgley was wounded in the shoulder whilst leading his men 
against the main body of the enemy at the west of the village.” 

No. 1 (late “ G ”) company under Lieut. H. E. Goodwyn, wdiieli had 
been stationed at Rangoon, moved up about the end of 1885, with the 
Eastern column, via Tonghoo, and Nyingyan (afterwards renamed 
Pyinmana) to Yemethin, where it remained until it returned to Bang- 
alore in May 1887. During the time the company -was at Yenietliin 
Captain Goodwyn (promoted early in 1886) was employed in command 
of various flying columns. Lieut. C. H. Roe joined this company in 
July 1886, and was employed with about 30 men in building posts at 
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Irobetgone, Pyiirbway, and Kalinla, besides niiscellaneoiis work at 
NyiBer\"aii, and Meiktila 

t% 3 tain Dcaivard was appointed to the Staff of the Upper Biimia 
Field Force on 2Sth M'ay and left the Corps. 

Captain Badgley was invalided at the end of M ay 1886. 

Lieut. K. T. E. Lawrence was posted to No. 4 company from 11th 
June 1886, but he was invalided in the following November. 

Lieut. Stewart was invalided in July 1886, and intlie game month, 
Lieuts. Balmer and Wright joined No. 3 (late “C”) and No. 4 (late '‘D") 
companies, whilst a little later in the month Captain A. W. Coekburn 
joined No, 4 comxjany to relieve Captain Andrews Speed, ordered to 
return to Bangalore to take up the appointment of S. of P. 

Lieut. C. N. Beevor was transfen’ed to the P.W.D. in August. 

Lieut. Glanville was wounded at tlie affair of Zebingale in October 
1886, and was invalided in the following February. 

Lieuts. Learoyd and Barnet left No. 3 com|>any in October and 
November respectively, on being appointed Field and Assistant Field 
Engineers. ' 

Nos. 3 and 4 companies left Burma for Bangalore in March 1887, 
and No. 2 company arrived from Bangalore in Burma tlie same montli. 

The following are extracts from despatches : — 

Prom Lieiit.-General Sir H. N. D. Prendergast, k.c.b., y.c., dated 
26th March 1886. 

“ Lieut.-Colonel E. W. Begbie has been in charge of the Army 
Signalling of the Force. I have already in my former despatches 
had the honour to place on record the great value that the 
expedition has derived from visual signalling tlunngliout tlie 
campaign. Lieut. -Col. Begbie by his sustained persoiial interest 
in and unremitting personal superintendence of the working of his 
department, has conduced much to tlie successful results obtained. 
Captain A. R. F. Dorward commanded tlie Queen’s Own ” Sappers 
and Miners, and was a most efficient Field Engineer. He shewed 
eminent cpialifications for command when selected to command a 
mixed force in the Field. Lieut. C. D. Learoyd was a most useful 
Orderly Officer. His professional knowledge and skill as a surveyor, 
enabled liim to perform valuable service with detached columns.'' 

From Major-General Sir G. S. White, k.c.b., v.c., dated lOtli March 
1887— 

Brig.-General East mentions the following officers : — 

X X X X X X Captain A. W. Coekburn E.E. x x x x 

Brig.-General Stewart brings the following to notice for good 
service, x x x x x Captain H. H. Barnet E.E. x x x x 

Captain Barnet has done very hard work with the Kuhy Mines 
expedition, of wdiich he was the Pioneer. 

Brig.-General Lockhart recommends the following for special recog- 
nition. X X X X X Captain B. E. Goodwyn E.E. x x x x x 

The C.R.E. brings forward the names of the following, who have 
done special good service, x x x x Captain (Brevet Major) C. B. 
Wilkieson, Ca})tain H. H. Barnet, Lieut. T. F". B. Renny-Tailyour, 
Lieut. F. Glanville. x x x x 

I specially beg to recommend x x x Captain Goodwin x x x x 
Captain Dorward also recommends to the favourable consideration oi 
the C.-imC. x x x x and Colour-Havildar No. 1753 Marimuttu 
as a Native N.C 0. of quite exceptional ability and worth. 

Captain A. E. F. Dorward has done constant and very heavy wnrk 
as C.R.E. The vast amount of field engineering that has been necessary 
during this long campaign has been conducted under his orders, and 
the provision of barrack accommodation has devolved on him ; his 
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capacity, is well known tO' the ■ G.-in-C.j and I recom,m.eiifl him. with 
confidence to H.-E.s consideration. His x>romotion i¥ou].d he a benefit 

to the service. 

, Plxtract from General Orders by the Govern,meiit of India, dated 
16 - 6 - 1887 :-- 

“ The Governor-General in Council desires, to thank the C.E.E. 
Captain A. R. F. Dorward, d.s.o., x x ■ x for the ability and effic- 
iency with which they have conducted their diities.l^ 

Honours and Distinctions. 

Major-General H. N. D. Prendergast, v.c., c.b., was made a k.c.b. 

Lieut.-Colonel Begbie received a Brevet Colonelcy, and Captain A. 
R. F. Dorward a Brevet Majority. 

Captains Dorward and Goodwyn, and Lieutenant Glanville 
received the D.S.O. 

Colour Haviidar Marimuttu -was promoted to Subadar on the 
formation of the Burma Sappers and Miners from 30-8-1887. 

G.G.O. 64, dated 16-1-1891 

The Governor-General in Council has much pleasure in arinouncing 
that Her Majesty the Queen Empress of India has been graciously 
pleased to permit the Corps named below, to bear upon their Colours, 
Standards, and Appointments, the words Burma, 1885*-87”, in coin- 
meinoration of their gallant conduct during the operations resulting 
in the concpiest of Upper Burma. 

X X X . X . X ■ 

The Madras Sappers and Miners, (Queen’s Own). 

Clothing.””S.G.(3. 44, dated 8-10-1886 

The C.-in-C. is pleased to notify that Government have sanctioned 
the following revised scale of free issue of clothing for the ^ Q. O. ’ 
Sappers and Miners, with effect from the 1st April 1887, in substitution 
of that now in force 

1st year — Khaki coat and trousers, for all ranks. 

2nd year— Cloth tunic and serge trousers, khaki coat and trousers, 
for all ranks. 

3rd year— As in 1st year. 

4th year — As in 1st year. 

2. In addition to the above, a free issue of kliaki material 
to the value of Re. 1, to each Native N.G.O. and man will be made 
quadrennially in the year in which the full dress issue is made. 

This free issue of khaki w^as abolished in 1890, and compensation 
in lieu at the rate ot Rs. 3 per annum was sanctioned by S.G.O. 25 of 
28-3-1890. 

Engineer Pay of R.E. Warrant and N.CO*s — I.A.C. 148 of 
23-10-1886 modified the rules of working pay admissible to Warrant 
and N.C.O.s of R.E. serving with Corps of Sappers and Miners, as 
ibllows:— ,, 

The Warrant Officers in charge of the Park, will draw the pay, 
Engineer pay, and allowances of Regimental Sergeant-Majors until they 
elect for the pay of their warrant rank, 

W.O.s, N.C.O.s and men of the R.E. shall receive instead of working 
pay, a special rate of pay which shall be called “ Engineer Pay,” the 
daily rates of which are as follows : — 



■ 

d. 

A rate 

2 

0 

B „ 

1 

8 

1st „ 

1 

4 

2iid „ 

1 

0 

3rd „ 

0 

8 

4th „ 

0 

6 

5th .. 

0 

4 


1887 * 


1886. 
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ISSS. Tlif? ordinary working day will be considered equal to 8 , liours/ in-* 
.dueling aiij pjn ox the day between reveille and retreat.; 

For less than 2 hours work, no Engineer pay. 

. For 2, hours , '|■■daydo. ' 

For 2 to 4 hours . 2 ^lay do. 

, For 4 to 6 hours . ' I day do. 

For 6 to 8 hours a full day's Engineer pay. 

For work in water, or out of the regular working liours, or in addi- 

tion to an ordinary full day's work, Engineer pay will be issued at rates 
one-half higher tlian the ordinary. 

If task work is given, the task shall be allotted so that with fair 
diligence a man will earn his usual rate. No Engineer pay shall be 
issued to a man employed on piece work. 

Engineer pay is not to be issued to soldiers - 

(1) in receipt of extra-duty pay 

(2) on account of fiitigue duty 

(3) sick in hospital or quarters 

(4) absent either with or without leave 

(5) under arrest, or in confinement prior to a conviction 

(6) undergoing imprisonment 

The rating for Engineer pay of R.E. soldiers on arrival in India, is 
that held by them on leaving England. 

Soldiers on A or B ratings, shall not receive the corresponding 
Engineer pay, unless employed on the trade for which they are so rated, 
or unless otherwise entitled to it under these regulations. 

The following receive Engineer pay for every day they are present 
and efiective 

(a). At A rate—Regimental Sergeant-Major, and Quartermaster- 
Sergeant, provided they have passed the L.S. 
examination. 

The Company Sergeant-Majors, whether perma- 
nent or acting, of the H, J, and K companies of 
R.E., and the senior B.N.C.O.s of companies on 
detachment, provided they have passed the L.S. 
examination. 

W. and N.C.O.s ser\dng with Engineer field and 
siege parks, including the journey to join and 
return from them. 

(5). At B rate— The senior B.N.C.O.s of companies at Corps H.Q. 

provided they have passed the L.S. examina- 

■ ■ ,tion. 

(c), 1st rate— 'Soldiers in charge of the equipment and transport 
of companies, provided they have jxassed the 
colloquial examination. 

(xZ). One rate low^er than their rating : — 

On active service, at camps of instruction, march- 
ing in relief, or joining for the above, and 
returning therefrom. 

Soldiers attached to the Corps, who do not come 
under the above rules. 

Except as specified above in (a) (h) or (c), soldiers 
on the A and B ratings will draw one rate lower 
when employed at their trades, when otherwise 
employed they will be treated for these orders 
as if on the 1st rating. 
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The niiiiiber of men . on each ' rating, exclusive of those coming 1880, 
under (£i), (5), and (c) above, shall as a rule be vitliin the following 
proportions , 

A rating 25 % of the number remaining after , deducting tho'se 

B 25 % coming under (a), .(/)), and (c), . above, and those 

other ratings 50 °/o serving in the submarine mining .establishment, 

soldiers can therefore only be advanced to A or B rating when 
there is a vacancy on this scale. 

To be advanced to A or B rating a soldier must be reported by 
a Tegimental board as Very superior or ** Superior in one of the 
fo-llowing trades : — 

Clerk 
S iirveyor 
Draughtsman 
Photographer 
Printer 
Litliographer 
Telegraphist 
Eleetrieian 
Hiibnia.ri.ne Miner 
Diver 

Subject to the above provisions, the Commandant can advance a 
soldier permanently or temporarily from one rating to another, and in 
cases of misconduct, neglect, or inefficiency in connection with work 
for which a soldier receives Engineer pay, the Commandant, or O.C. 
Detachment rnay stop the whole or any part of his Engineer pay for 
the day or days on which he misconducts himself, or may reduce him 
either for the time, or permanently. 

General zeal and activity while on work, as well as skill, will be 
considered in qualification for advancemeht to a higher rating. 

Pension, Pay, and 3Howances — The following concessions 
were granted under I.A.C. 170 of 1880 : — 

BVee conveyence by rail for all Native ranks proceeding on and 
returning from furlough, to come in force from 1-1-1886. 

Recruits to receive full pay from the date of their enlistment; 
together with marching batta and free conveyance to the H.Q. of 
the Corps. 

The 2nd and Brd rates of G.O. pay were obtainable after 6 
and 10 years instead of 0 and 15 years respectively. 

The annual rate of half mounting was raised from Rs. 4 to 
Es. 5 commencing with the 1st day of 1887. 

Service for the ordinary pension was reduced from 32 to 21 
years, with the superior rate of pension remaining after years. 

I.x\.C. 172 dated 31st October 1886, granted the following staff 
allowances: — - 


Steam machinist 

Engine driver 

Bricklayer 

Brick and tile maker 

Carpenter 

Platelayer 

Cooper 

Gasfitter 

Mason 

Painter 


Paper-hanger 

Plasterer 

PlTiniber 

Sa.w5"er 

♦Slater 

Smith 

Smith's fitter 
Well sinker 
Wiieelwright 


Bubadar Major 
Senior Native Instructor 
Junior ^ ,, 

Native Adjutant 
Bugle Major 
Drill Havildar 
Drill Naick 
Colour Havildar 
Havildar Instructor 
Pay Havildar 

Under the same order, 


In addition to working pay. 
Inclusive of working pay. 

In addition to working pay. 

In addition to working pay 
for every day present and effec- 
tive. 


in aid of the messing of B.N.C.O.s. 


Rs. 50 
„ 50 1 

„ 30 I 

„ 17/8/-^ 

n ^ 1 

,, 5 I 

n 2/8/- I 

I ^ 

? J 

Rs.8 per mensem 'vvas granted per company 


Establishment. — Under the same order, the following appoint- 
ments were abolished : — , • 
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1886. 


1887. 


Selioolmaster and Schoolmistress. 

2nd Miiiishij replaced by Junior 'Native Instructor, 
and the Quartermaster’s establishment was laid, down as follows 
10 "Lascars 

18 BhistiSy or 9 Pakhalis 
2 Sweepers for B.N.C.O.s at Corps H.Q. 

7 Toties, 2 for B.ll.C.O.Sj and 5 for companies at H.Q. 

Bazaar establishment — 

■ 1 Chowdry 
2 Peons . 

Cons'ervancy— 

4 Filth and scavengers’ carts 

Dress.— R.0. 256 of 26-3-1887. 

With reference to S.G.O. 44 of 8-10-86, khaki will be adopted as 
the Corps dress from the 1st proximo. 

Black trousers now in possession may be worn, for work only, 
until worn out, or until 31-3-1888. 

In G.O.C.O. India, dated 28-6-1887, a Universal pattern of khaki 
coat for officers was laid down ; up to that time officers in the Corps 
had each had their khaki coats made according to whatever pattern 
they preferred. 

Workshops. — The Schools” running round the workshop en- 
closure on the east side, from the north gate, to the south gate, were 
commenced in 1887 ; these buildings were completed in November 
1891. 

Contract Work. — The following rules were laid down in S.G.O. 
58 of 9-12-1887, for the employment of Sappers and Miners under the 
P.W.D.:- 

Tools will in all cases be supplied free of charge by the depart- 
ment employing the troops, the men using them being required to pay 
for any damage that may be caused by unfair usage or negligence on 
their part. When employed at a distance from barracks, troops should 
be encamped, using their own camp equipage, and regimental or depdt 
carriage. Their rations, water supply, and the sanitation of their 
camps should be provided and arranged for exactly as at Camps of 
Exercise, no extra cost being debitable to the Public Works under 
these heads.” 

These rules still held good, when companies were employed on the 
Kohima-Manipur road in 1891-92-93; hut when employed on the 
Kushalgarh-Kohat-Thall railway in 1901-02, one-thii’d of the contract 
money received was credited to Government to meet the expenses of 
.the move, hutting, water supply, etc., and in addition the troops were 
to keep all tools issued, in repair, but later when it was represented 
how badly the work had paid the troops, the G. of I. under letter 417 
M.W. of 31-1-1902, sanctioned the cost of depreciation of the tools by 
fair wear and tear, being debited to Military Estimates. 

Under G. of I. 4225 M.W. dated 29-12-1904, fresh rules were intro- 
duced as follows : — “ The troops to receive local civil contract rates, 
and to pay all extra expenditure incurred in connection with such 
employment, i.e. compensation for dearness of provisions, transport, 
movement, extra clothing, hutting, water supply, conservancy, etc , as 
weir as all repairs and maintenance of tools and plant. No working 
pay, engineer pay, or sapper pay to be issued when employed on public 
or military works, or when proceeding to or returning from such wmrk.” 

This was slightly modified by G, of 1. letter No. 2372 M.Wh dated 
19-8-1905, which laid down that E.E. N.C.O.s and Staff Native N.C.O.s 
might draw engineer and working pay, chargeable to the Corps grant^ 
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blit that in such a case they should receive notliiiig further from tlie 
contract money. This letter 'also sanctioned working pay being drawn 
for the men when employed on instructional workj owing to there being 
no contract ivork, available. 

On its being represented that the move of a company to take up 
a contract would often entail a greater expenditure than: the 
company funds could possibly meet, the G. of I. A.D. letter No. 1219 C 
dated 16-4-1 907 sanctioned the advance to a company taking, up a 
contract, of J of the amount of the contract, or Es. 10,000 wdiichever 
•was less. 

Ill A.G.s No. 303 E of June 1909 it was laid down that Government 
would give neither pensions nor gratuities in the cases of men injured 
or killed whilst employed on contract work, and that in such cases grat- 
uities or pensions must be paid out of the contract money earned ; 
whilst this principle was carried still further in A.G.s No. 302 E of the 
same date, -w^hich laid down a similar ruling in the case of British 
officers killed or injured 'whilst employed on contract work. 

These last two rulings made it practically impossible for a company 
to take up any contract in future. 

Burma Company of Sappers and fliners.-— Under I.A.O. 1887, 
117 of 9-7-1887, a company designated The Burma Sappers and 
Miners ” was raised, and affiliated to the Q.O. Sappers and Miners. 

Its establishmnnt was fixed as the same as that of a service com- 
pany of the Q. 0. Sappers and Miners, except that it was to have in 
addition— 

a third B.N.C.O 

2Stoabhistis ( to be employed only if necessary. 

The officers to be lent from the three Corps of Sappers in rotation, 
and not to be replaced in their respective Corps. Each officer to be 
relieved after t-wo years’ service in the company, if he desires it. This 
was altered by I.A.C. 91 of 15-6-1983 as follo'ws : — 

The officers to form part of, and be an augmentation to the estab- 
lishment of officers of the Madras Sappers and Miners.” 

The establishment of B.N.C.O.s to form pait of, and be an aug- 
mentation to the establishment of that class in the Madras Sappers 
and Miners, and except that they will receive extra pay, they will be 
on the same footing as the other B.N.C.O.s of that Corps, i'lie issue 
of such extra pay to be irrespective of any Burmese language tests. 
Subject to the exigencies of the service, they will not be required to 
serve more than two years with the Burma Sappers and Miners. The 
B.N.C.O.s first appointed to the new company will he selected from the 
Bengal Sappers and Miners in which Corps there is a surplus, and they 
will be transferred to the Madras establishment. 

The Native officers will be drawn from the Madras Sappers and 
Miners, and may be selected from the ranks next below those in which 
they are to serve in the Burma company ; they will receive rates of 
working pay 50 per cent, in excess of those they are entitled to in India, 
for every day they are present and effective in Burma. 

Such of the Native N.C.O.s as are transferred from the Madras 
Corps, may be selected from the ranks next below, and will receive 50 
per cent, additional working pay for every day tPiey are present and 
efiective in Burma. 

Native officers and N.C.O.s transferred to the Burma Sappers and 
Miners will be seconded in their own Corps, and if they elect to return 
to it. they will remain supernumerary till absorbed. They will be elig- 
ible for promotion in their own Corps while thus seconded. 
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1887. ^ The -vacaiicies in the Burma Sappers and Miners caused by the 
reversion of N.O.s and N.C.O.s will as a rule be filled by promotions 
within the Burma company, but the Government of Madras can 
authorise the O.-in-C. in Madras ro sanction further transfers from the 
■ Madras Corps. 

The Sappers will be one-half Burmans, one-quarter Kacliins and 
Karens, and one-quarter Shans ; all should be fairly skilled artificers ; 
they will receive the same rates of pay as the Sapper artificers of the 
Bengal Corps. They will be enlisted for five years, after which they 
can claim their discharge. After seven years approved service, their 
regimental pay will be increased by Re. 1 per mensem, and after 12 
years approved service by Rs. 2 per mensem ; these increments being 
in addition to all other emoluments, and being granted under the 
orders of H.E. the C.-in-C. in Madras. No pensions will be granted to 
Sappers on discharge, but the Native officers, and N.C.O.s, whether 
transferred from India or enlisted in Burma, will receive pensions 
according to the system in force in the Madras Corps. 

The N.O.s, N.C.O.S, and men will draw free rations when they are 
granted to other troops with whom they may be serving. 

Ill G. of I. letter No. 1668 of 26-i0-1887, sanction^ was accorded 
for the families of the men to live in the Lines, and the 
rniniinum standard of height for Burmans was fixed at 5' 4", or in 
exceptional cases 5' 3". 

Tiie enlistment of recruits up to 80 years of age was sahctioned in 
G. of I. letter No. 288 A of 4-2-1888. 

I. A.C. 164 of 81-10-1888 revised the composition and working pay 
of the company as follows : — 

The Sappers w’ill consist of Burmans, Shans, Kachins and Karens, 
and at least one-half of the men enlisted should be fairly skilled 
artificers. Men enlisted as artificers, to receive the same rates of 
working pay as the Sapper artificers of the Bengal Corps. Men 
enlisted as ordinary Sappers, will, until they qualify as artificers, 
receive, working pay at the 1st rate under the rules generally applicable 
to Native ranks in the Corps of Sappers and Miners. 

G, of I. letter 416 A dated 11-2-1889 sanctioned the inclusion in 
the establishment of an interpreter, to be eventually reidaced by 
three qualified Sappers. 

The standard of height for recruits was fixed at 5^ 8'', or with 
exceptionally good workmen, at o 2% under G. of I. orders dated 
February 1891. 

The Native officers were appointed from 80th August and 2nd 
Se|>tember 1887, and the first Sapper was enlisted in October, but 
during the remainder of that year only 15 recruits in all xvere 
obtained ; 108 men were enlisted in 1888, and the company reached 
full strength for the first time in October 1890. 

Tlie Shans and Kachins were not found to enlist, and in May 
1892 the composition of the company was 81 Karens and 125 Burmans. 

Under I.A.C. 91 of 15th June 1893, the Burma company of 
Sappers and Miners was placed on a permanent footing, as an integral 
part of the Corps of Madras Sappers and Miners, two R.E. officers being 
added to the peace establishment of the Corps on that account. In 
other respects, the company to be maintained and equipped, as before. 

In letter No. N.A. 273 dated 13-2-1894, from the A.G,» of the 
Madras Army, it was laid down that : — 

The O.C. Burma company should be allowed to recruit as 
* before, without any reference to Corps H..Q. at Bangalore. . 
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(h). 'He slioiiM be aljle-'to discharge 'iinatfested recruits, and 
apply fertile discharge of men of bad chare, cterj witlioiit 
reference to Corps H.Q 

(c) . He should be able to promote men in tlieir . trades j without 

waiting for a Coips Order from Bangalore. 

(d) . Confidential reports on Bnrma.n N.C.O.sf only to be sent to 

tlie Co,mma'n€lant of tl'ie Corps, in so ihras their promotion 
would afiect the position of the i\Iadras, K.C..O.S .serring 
with the compaii}". 

(e) . A monthly report to be sent to the Adjutant of the Corps 

siiowing the enlistments, discharges, and promotions that 
liad taken place. 

(/). References to Higher Authorities, to go to the Ct.O.C. 
Mandalay District, Avlience they would be forwarded with 
his remarks to the Commaiiclant, who would endorse 
them and send them on. 

But the Government of India refused to allow tlje Com- 
mandant to go over to Burma to inspect the company. 

In letter No. 1125 C dated 16th May 1903 from the Becretary to 
the Governor of India, Military Dexiartment, to the A.G. in India, 
sanction was granted to the ins])ection of tlie Burma Company bienni- 
ally by the Commandant, and the Chief Engineer of the Madras Com- 
mand, alternately. 

Cstablishment.'—Under S.G.O. 33 dated 12-8-1887, the following 
additional followers were sanctioned per compan}^: — 

When the number of men messing together is — 
not less than 30 but under 60 1 cook 
60 „ 90 2 „ 

„ 90 „ 120 3 „ 1 bhisti 

over 120 4 „ 2 ,, 


Musketry. — The following were the Coips results at the 1887 
S.L'R.A. Meeting : — 

B.T. Running Contest, 2nd out of 22 teams. 

Three Officers and N.C.O.s fired in the winning team of British 


Army versus the Volunteers. 

Revolver Stakes Ist 

Secretary's Prize 1st 

N.T. Ohdewaia Stakes, 400 and 500 yards 2nd 

.Dewan’s' Prize ' ■ , '' 3nd 

C.-in-C.s Prize 1st 


Victoria Plate, 500 yards 1st 

ditto. 400 and 500 yards aggregate 1st & W.I.R.A. 

MedaL 

Maharajah of Mysore’s Plate, 600 and 700 yards 1st & H.R.A. 

MedaL 


Native St. Ledger, 600 yards 

Championship 

Nursery Stakes, 200 yards 

Bugle Stakes 

Daily Prize Cup 

N.O. Revolver IMze 

Scurry Stakes 


1st . 

Ist, 22 k 1, 3rd, and 4th. 
■ ■ 1st 
1st , . 

•• .1st ... 

■■■.:1st ■■ 

1st 


Operations in Burma, .■J887«89. — On 1st April 1SS7, the 
following companies were in Burma 

No. 1 company, hut it moved to Bangalore in the following May. 
No. 2 company, having just arrived from Bangalore. 

And No. 5 company reached Burma in January 1SS8. 


1887. 
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The following officers were engaged 
Captain. H. B. Goodwyn, d.s.o. 

Lieut. G. ..Palmei-v (died of wounds) 

. J. A. Dealy, (invalided) 

„ Wright 

C. H. Roe 


Lieut. W. Ewhank 

L. P. Chapiiiari 
J. A. S. Tulloch 
C. H. Heycock 
B. A. James. 


1888. The Corps took part in the expedition to the Chin Hills, in Nov- 
ember 1888, and in the Karenni Expedition in December of the same 
year, besides being employed on various small expeditions and affairs. 

In November 1888, Lieut. Palmer and 60 of aU ranks, No. 2 com- 
pany, left Mandalay to join the Chin Field Force ; No. 1 Stockade was 
coinpleted at Kambale, and 6 miles of road having been cleared from 
there to the foot of the hills, the Sappers and 40 rifles of 42nd Gurkhas 
moved out to establish No. 2 Stockade, and at this place Lieut. Palmer 
was mortally wounded on 7th December by some Chins lying in 
ambuscade. Several skirmishes took place before the force was 
established at No. 2 Stockade, and on 2oth December firing continued 
for some hours ; Naick Chinnasamy was specially commended on this 
occasion by the oflicer commanding the covering party of Gurkhas, for 
the courage and coolness he displayed. Lieut. Tulloch who had 
succeeded to the temporary command of the company, joined at No. 2 
Stockade on 26th December, and Lieut, Wright took over the permanent 
command about a month later. On 30th December Lieut. James 
joined the force with the 43 rifles of No. 2 company, and 14 rifles of 
the Burma Sappers. 

1889. No. 3 Stockade was commenced on 16th January, and No. 4 Stock- 
ade on 31st idem. On 4th February the company moved with the 
coluniri to Siyin, wdiich was reached the same day after some skirmish- 
ing ; from there they were employed on the road over the ridge at No. 5 ‘ 
Stockade, and returned to Fort White (near Siyin) on 24th, having 
completed the track. 

The company remained in the Chin Hills until November 1889, 
and reached Bangalore in April 1890. Daring the thi’ee yeai's in 
Burma, the losses were : — 

One officer and 1 Sapper killed ; 1 Sapper wounded. 

38 N.C.O.s and men died ; 71 N.C.O.s and men invalided. 

Extract from letter from Brigadier-General G. B. Wolseley, c.b., 
A.D.C., Commanding 1st Brigade, Upper Burma Field Force, to the 
Assistant Adjutant and Quarter-Master General, Upper Burma Field 
Force, (No. 90 C., -Field Operation Report, dated Mandalay, 29th 
March 1888.) 

In compliance with your memorandum No. 14 B-C, dated the 10th 
instant, I beg to submit the names of the following officers who, in my 
opinion, are deserving of some recognition for service in the field, etc., 

1. My staff officers, Captain A. B. Fenton, Brigade-Major, Captain 
G-. W. Deane, Deputy Assistant Adjutant and Quarter-Master General, 
and Lieiit. J. A. S. Tulloch, orderly oflicer ; the two former for the com- 
mendable way in which they have carried out the duties of their respec- 
tive offices, and the latter, not only as my orderly officer, hut also for 
the good work done by him in road sketching and intelligence work in 
the Brigade. 

Extract from letter No 305— C.F., dated Fort White, 25th April 1889. 
From 

Brigadier-General E. Faunce^ Commanding Chin Field Force. 

To 

The District Staff Officer, Burma District. 





I liave tlie lioiioiir to acknowledge the receipt of yciiir telegram No. 1SS9. 
175 directing me to submit detailed reports of the o]_)eratioiis of the 
Cliin Field Force. 

# # # , ^ ^ 

^ 

6. On tJ'ie 26th December Lieut. Tulloch, R.E., arrired to coinmarid 
the detachiiient No. 2 com'pany Queen's Own Sappers and Miners. 

* * ^ ^ . 

, # ^ ^ 

13. The services of Lieut. H. B. H. IFright, II.E., coiu]>any comman- 
der and Lieut. Tiilloch, R.E., comjjany officer No. 2 conij>any Queen’s 
Own Sappers and Miners, have been invaluable to the force— first making 
stockades where required, in clearing and making a track on the hills 
22| miles long, without which mules could not possibly have reached 
this, and without mule transport the force, wffiieh had no other, cmild 
not have done so, and again in the construction of the post Fort White 
now occupied. The want of tools and nails has added greatly to 
tlie labour of construction and necessarily caused delay, and I 
consider very great ci'edit indeed is due to Lieut. Wright, ably assisted 
by Lieutenant Tiillocii, tiiat, in view of the difficulties he has had to 
contend with, he should by his unsparing energy, his good organ- 
isation of large w^orking parties, and his own readiness and resource, 
have been able in less then a month after the ground had been cleared 
of the thick jungle wlrieh covered it, to almost complete the accommo- 
dation required for 1150 troops, hospital, commissariat godowiis, 
magazines, followers’ lines, &c. 

Extract from Chin Field Force Order No. 458, by Brigadier- 
General E.Faunce, dated Camp Port White, 6-5-1889: — 

Before leaving these Hills, I desire to thank you officers and men 
of the Force, for the cheerful soldierlike spirit in which the constant 
exposure, the long continued and exceptionally hard work of the last 
five months have been undergone by one and all. 

So long ago as 8th February, you were told by the very distingushed 
and experienced soldier after whom this post is named, that the 
necessities of the operations even up to then, had subjected the force 
taking part in them, to more than the ordinary difficulties of active 
service in our Eastern Empire. Since then, the work has been harder, 
and the enemy have stood even more pluckily, and the country you 
have worked over has been much more difficult * you have had to climb 
up the sides of almost precipitous hills and it often looked as if you 
would barely reach the top to lie down there ; but if on getting to the 
top, the smallest chance of closing with or overtaking the enemy pre- 
sented itself, each officer and man dashed forward, as if he had not 
seen a hill for a week. On one occasion when we bivouacked at 9000 
feet just below the crest of a hill where no water was available, and for 
food had only the little we could carry, I was especially struck by the 
bright cheery spirit in which after a hard day’s work, the discomforts of 
the night, added to by a biting cold wind, were borne by all. 

# ■ m . m . ■ ■ 

No. 2 company ‘^Q.O.’^ Sappers and Miners have had a full slwe 
of the exposure, and more than a full share of the work, to mention 
only the making of a mule track from the plains as we advanced, and 
to their skill and hard work, under the able and energetic direction 
of Lieut. Wright, R.E., we are indebted for the construction, in less 
than a working month, of accommodation for 700 men besides followers. 

Extract from despatch dated 6-7-1889 from Major-General Sir 
George White, x.c.b., v.c. : — 
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1B89. Lieut. H..B, H. Wright, R.E.,-was senior officer of the R.E. in the 
* advance to Siyin in.tiie Chin Hills, and rendered in valuable service in 
roadmaking, in the erection of stockades, and eventually in providing 
accommodation for 1150 troops, with followers etc., at Tokhlaiiig 

.... (Fort White),. ■ ; 

Extract from Myingyan District Orders No. 2 by Brigadier-General 
W. R Symons, Gommanding, dated Camp Kalemyo, 21-10-1889 

No. 2 company Q. 0.” Sappers and Miners being about to leave 
the Chin Hills for Mandalay, the G.O.C. Myingyan District, while 
regretting the loss of their services, is much pleased to publish a 
farewell order, thanking them warmly for their hard and useful work, 
which has now extended in the command for the last 10 months. It 
is altogether due to the Madras Sappers that the troops have been able 
to remain at Poit White during the past rains. This result was 
accomplished by incessant labour on mountain paths, buildings, and 
defensive works ; ail of which had the able direction of Lieut. 
H. B. H. Wright, R.E., Commanding No. 2 company, to whom the' 
greatest credit is due for their initiation and construction. 

No works of this kind can be carried out in a trying climate, and 
in an inhospitable country, without heavy losses from sickness. 
Since the 28th December last, out of a total strength of 163 of all 
ranks, Lieut. Palmer and 1 Sapper have been killed by the enemy, 

1 Sapper has been wounded, 8 Sappers have died, and 37 Sappers have 
been invalided. At one time during the rains, 64 per cent, of the men 
were on the sick report. The Brigadier-General trusts that the 
company will now get rest, and soon be recruited to its full strength 
and vigour. General Symons has long known and appreciated the 
Madras Sapper. His capabilities in construction, and endurance 
have been severely tested in the Chin Field Force, and all ranks of No. 

2 company have stood the test right well. It will rejoin Head-Quarters 
at Bangalore with the General’s test wishes.” 

j. 33 S^ Lieut. Heycock and 25 men of No. 5 company accompanied General 
ColletFs Karenni expedition in December 1888 ; the chief work per- 
formed by this detachment was making rafts to convey the force 
across the Salween, General Collett spoke highly of the services of 
the detachment, and Lieut. Heycock was mentioned in despatches. 

Captain E. W. Cotter with three Native Officers, six Havildars, 
ten Naicks, and two Buglers, reached Mandalay on 23rd September 
1887, to raise the newly sanctioned Burma Company of Sappers and 
Miners. Lieut. J. W. McElhinny of the Bombay S. & M., was appointed 
the Company Officer. 

Lieut, B. A. James, (who had replaced Lieut. McElhinny) with 
one Native Officer and 14 rank and file served with the Chin Field 
Force from December 1888 to April 1889 ; they were employed 
on road and building work, and were preseril at the action of 
27th January 1889, when one of the Sappers had the stock of his 
carbine shot away. 

Captain E. S. Hill with one Native Officer and 58 N.C.O’s. and 
men of the Burma Sappers accompanied the Ponkhan Field Force 
in the Kachin Hills from 14th April to 16th May 1889. One Sapper 
was mortally wounded in action at Kerman on 18th April. 

1888 Soldier Clerks. — S.G.O. 3 of 13-1-1888 laid down the following 
rules for the employment of soldier clerks in the regimental staff, and 
company offices of the Corps : — 
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Adjutant’s Oifice—l Head Clerk @ Ils. lo 1888, 

— 2 First Assistant Clerks ' „ 10 

Qr.-Mr’s. Office — 1 'First Assistant Clerk @ „ 10 

—1 Second Assistant Clerk @ „ 7 

Company Office — 1 First Assistant Clerk ' @ „ 1 . 0 ' 

— 1 Second Assistant Clerk @ 7 

The employment of probationary clerks to be encouraged. 

Head clerks to vacate, and serve in their companies 1 year before 
they can be promoted to the commissioned ranks. Assistant, clerks 
to vacate on promotion to havildar, hut to be eligible after 6 months 
duty as havildar, for appointment as Head Clerk. 

Officers and N.C-O.S. — S.G.O, 6 dated 20-1-1888 laid down the 
relative position of ^^ative officers, and R.E. N.C.O.s. as follows-— 

■ i. When Sappers and Afiners are employed on duties of a purely 
military nature, the senior Native officer will assume command ■ 
should no British officer be present, 

h. When employed on duties of an engineering or technical 
nature, the senior R.E. N.C.O. will take charge of the work, the senior 
Native officer, if an 3 vare present, remaining in military command of 
the party. 

in. On field service, etc., when the duties may be partly military, 
and partly tcichnical, the command will be assumed, in the absence of 
a British officer, by the senior Native officer, the professional direction 
of the men at work resting with the senior R.E. N.C.O. present. 

School. — Under S.G.O. 40 of 6-7-1888, candidates for the post of 
Native Army Schoolmaster in the Madras Army were sent for 1 years 
training to the Q. O. S, & M. school, and this continued until 1900. 

Musketry. — Tlie course laid down in 1884 %vas altered as follows 
by G.O.C.C. India, dated 16-4-1888 
The classification was raised to— 

Marksmen 110 points ; 1st Class 90 points ; 2nd Class 75 points. 

The volleys at 400 yards were to be fired in close order, with bay- 
onets fixed, the front rank kneeling or sitting. 

The number of rounds for Independent firing was reduced to 6, 

2 to be fired lying, 2 kneeling, and 2 standing, whilst the advances w^ere 
increased from 80 to 40 paces. 

Six rounds to be fired both at a moving and a vanisliing target at a 
range of 150 yards ; 2 rounds standing, 2 kneeling, and 2 lying down, 
tiie target not to exceed 213-6 square inches, but this was altered in 
the following October to 288 for the moving target and 824 for the 
vanishing target. 

Ten rounds for Attack practice from 600 to 150 yards was intro- 
duced ; 12 rounds were allowed for company field firing, and 1 0 rounds for 
Coi-ps or Brigade field firing. The sitting position was optional in any 
practices in lieu of kneeling. 

This course was again altered in April and August 1889 as follows : 1889, 
■ ■ Inbivibual. , , , 

5 rounds at 150 yards, standing ' ■ 8rd class target. 

5 „ 800 „ kneeling or sitting, 3rd class target. 

5 „ 500 „ 2nd class target, 

5 „ 500 „ sitting, 2nci class target, 

10 „ 600 „ any rnilitary position 1st class target. 

Qualification for Marksman — M.H. rifle 80 points, Snider carbine 65. 

; , ■ 1st,. n ,70' 5, 50* ' 

„ 2nd 50 „ ■ „ 35. 

8rd class shots to repeat all Individual practices, and to carry out 
the volleys with blanks. 
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1889. 


Sectional. 

5 rounds ,at 600 .yaxds, .volleys, lying, at target 5 feet by 12 feet. 

D 5, 500 ,J ,, J7 

5 ,5 ■ 400 ,, j, ,, ,, 

5 5, 250 ,, rapid volleys, in 75 seconds, sitting, at target 

2| feet by 8 feet. 

Tlie allowance for ammunition was — 


Individual 

30 rounds. 

Collective ... " . 

20 

jj 

Commandants’ Allowance ... 

50 

J, 

Regimental or Brigade Field Firing... 

10 


Total 

110 

77 


Prize money was granted at the rate of 5 annas per man exercised, 
to be distributed under the orders of the Commandant, one-half for 
Iiidividual practices and one-half for Sectional. This had not been 
allowed for Sappers previously. . 

The Commandant's allowance of ammunition was ordered to be 
expended as follows (C.O. 410 of 1889) : — 

5 rounds at moving target. 

5 „ vanishing target. 

10 „ attack practice on the range. 

10 „ company field firing. 

20 „ further instruction of bad shots etc. 

The annual course for the year 1889-90 was carried out h}^ Nos. 1 
3, and 4 conipanies with the M.H. rifle and by Nos. 2, 6, A ” and B ” 
companies with the Snider carbine. 

The following were the Coips results at the S.I.R.A. Meetings of 
1888 and 1889: — 


1888— B.T. Bangalore Cup, 2nd out of eight, losing by 1 point only. 


C.-in-C.s Prize, 


1st 

Prince of Wales’ Prize, 800 yards 

1st 

J? 

900 „ 

1st 

fy ?7 

Aggregate 

1st &B.P.R.A. Medal 

. Victoria Plate, 

400 yards 

■ 1st ■ 

77' 

500 „ 

1st 

■77 

Aggregate 

1st &W.IR.A. Medal 

Maharajah of Mysore’s 


Prize, 

700 yards 

1st 

7? 77 

600 & 700 „ 

1st & H.R.A. Medal 

Native St. Leger, 

600 „ 


Agram Stakes, 

700 „ 

1st' 

Championship, 

2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th. 

Nursery Stakes, 

400 yards 

1st 

Bugle Stakes, 


1st . 

Scurry Stakes, 


. ' 'Ist 

Travancore Stakes 

, 2nd class shots 1st 

77 7? 

3rd „ 

1st 

Cubbon Cup, 


■ ■ 1st.. 

Dewan’s Prize, 


2nd 


C.-in-C.s Prize, two coys, tied with 12th M J. for 1st. 


18S9~ B.T. Championship, 2nd & S.I.R.A. Medal 

S.I.R.A. Stakes, 500 and 600 yards 1st 
Three officers and N.G.O.s fired in the winning team of 
the British Army versus the Volunteers. 

Officers’ Plate, 1st 

Secretary’s Prize, Major Wilkieson and Sergt.-Major 
Reader tied for 1st with six others. 
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Zulu Stakes, Major. Wilkieson, Lieut. Duiisterville arid 
Sergt. -Major Reader tied for 1st. 


K.T. Ohdewala Stakes 
C.-in-C.s Prize 
Victoria Plate j 


Native St. Leger^ 
Daily Prize Plate 
Afghan Stakes, two 


400 yards 
500 

Aggi-egate 
600 yards 

N.O.s tied for 


1st 

2nd 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 


Employment — A section of No. 4 company was sent to Oota- 
eamiind in 1889 to construct a saluting battery, and on its return in 
April 1890, the Quarter-Master General of the Madras Army wrote : — 
^^The Sappers have caiTied^ out the W^ork of the construction of 
the battery and magazine in a very satisfactory manner, and great 
credit is due to the Native officer (Jemadar Ramasami). The conduct 
of all ranks during their stay at Ootacamund has been exemplary.” 

In November 1889, 1 Native officer and 12 Signallers were sent to 
Mysore to establish communication between that place and the 
Kheddahs, during the visit of H.R.H. Prince Albert Victor; this 
party was most favourably reported on. 

Trades. — In Mardi 1889, visual Signalling was introduced as a 
Sapper Trade, but all signalling equipment with a Sapper company was 
abolished in 1897. 

At the end of 1889 there were 44 men of over 1-| years’ service who 
had not passed in a trade, this was mainly due to 2 companies being 
on field service in Burma, where it was necessary to keep them up to 
strength, but the men had little opportunity of working at their trades. 

riuIes.--Under I.A.C. 183 of November 1889, 25 mules were allot- 
ted to each of the 2 companies detailed for the 1st Army Corps ; and 
during the year 60 mules were received from the Transport Corps ; 5 
Dufiadars and 57 Muleteers being transferred with them. 

Lines. —Under S.G.O. 71 of 6-12-1889, only the following families 
were allowed to live in the lines : — 

The families of all Native Officers, full N.C.O.s, and Buglers, and 
one third of the Sappers. Families at that time occupying huts in the 
lines, for whom accommodation existed, were not however to be afiected 
by this Ollier. This was amended by G. of I. M.D. No. 540 C. of 
29-2-1904 to read : — 

At the Head-Quarters of the Corps, the families of all Nati\U3 
Officers, and N.C.O.s, and 33^/^ of the Sappers will be allo^ved to reside in 
the Lines, but on detachment only the families of Native Officers, 
N.C.O.s, and 15 Sappers. The term family to include %vife and children 
only, other relations not to be allowed to live in the Lines. 

From 1-1-1889, the Lines at Bangalore and Secunderabad were 
taken over from the men (who had previously had to buy their huts) as 
Corps property, and compensation was paid by the Hutting Fund to each 
man’s estate as follows:— From the amount that each man had already 
paid on enlistment or promotion, Rs. 2 for Native officers, and Re. 1 
for all others was deducted for each year or part of a year that the 
individual had occupied Corps Lines at Bangalore, and the balance 
was paid to his estate on his becoming a casualty. From that date 
onwards, each officer or man paid rent to the Corps Hutting Fund, 
when occupying any lines belonging to the Corps. In this year No. 3 
company commenced the reconstruction of the detachment lines at 
Secunderabad, which were in a very ruinous condition, and this work 
was continued by successive companies, until it was completed in 1902. 
One block of mide stables was buEt at Bangalore during the year, and 


1889 
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1889, the second block commenced, the latter being completed in 1S90. 

Chin Lushai Field Force, 1889-90. — No. 5 comi3aii.y was witli 
, tJie;NoitIiem eolmm^ Fort Wiiite, whilst No. 6 

coiBpan}^ and the Burma eompany formed part of the Soiithern 
coliinin which advanced frorp Kan to operate in the Baungshe Chin 
country. 

No.'S company under Captain H. G. C. Swayne, with Lieuts. Evans, 
Hutton, and Ainslie joined the rendezvous of the southern column at 
Pakoko on 18th November. The column advanced from there 165 
miles to Kan by successive detachments of 200 men, No. 6 company 
heading the advance on 23rd November, -with the Head-Quarters of 
the column; they reached Kan on 7th December, and two days later 
moved out, with an infantry escort, to commence work on the road to 
Yokwa and ijakp. Before the expedition started, it was believed that 
the southern column would be able to reach Haka in 10 or 12 days 
from Kan, but the country was so hilly and broken, that with the 
whole strength of the force devoted to making the road 64 miles in 
length, it took the head of the column 66 days, and the mule road 77 

to reach Haka. In the valie^^ of the Laiingut, the road crossed 
the stream 43 times, and it was 23rd December before the hills were 
fairly entered, and the first resistance met. 

Captain Swayne and Lieut, Hutton remained sick at Chaungkwa 
on 18th December and were invalided from there, malaria being very 
prevalent so long as the column I’emained in the valley of tfie Laungut. 

1890. At the beginning of January the average daily number of sick in 
the company was 35, and 7 Sappers had been sent back sick from 
Chaungkwa. After that, the advance having brought them up to a 
height of 4000' the malaria decreased, but the men were so saturatecl 
with it that 11 more men were sent back, and the sick rate was still 
about 30 per diem. Paron camp was reached on 12th January, and 
from there 7 more men were sent back sick. Lieut. James was at-^ 
tached to the company in January, rejoining the Burma company in 
June. Lieuts. Johnson and Marshall joined th^ company at camp 
Mingnu on 19th February, and Haka was reached on 22nd February. 
Lieut, Ainslie and 30 men accompanied the column which marched 
from Haka to join hands wdth the nothern column at Taslion Ywama, 
and this column returned to Paka on the 17th March. 

Lieut. James with 74 of all ranks of the Burma company had left 
Mandalay in September 1889 for the Kale Valley, where they were em- 
ployed in building posts ; in November, 1 Native officer and 14 men 
joined tJiera, and they moved later on to the Kan-Haka road for work, 
and up to Haka. 

No. 6 company, less a detachment of 25 men under Lieut. Ainslie 
which remained at Haka, and the Burma company left Haka on 27th 
April, and reaching Kan on 14th Alay arrived at Pakcko on 5th June. 
Malaria was very bad on the return march, and on one day half tlie 
men were sick. The length of mule track that had been constructed 
during the expedition was 64 miles ; besides this, the post of Haka liacl 
been constructed with aid of 40 Burma Sappers, (who had arrived 
under Captain Hill about the middle of March), and any other labour 
that could be obtained, as also sheds at the various halting places en 
route to the plains. 

Captain Swayne, and Lieuts. Evans and Hutton were invalided. 

Extract from^ despatch by Brigadier-General Symons, May 1890: — 

The discipline and behaviour of the troops throughout have been 
exemplary, No. 6 company Madras Sappers and Miners did continuous 
and arduous work, both on the roads and in building the post at Haka, 
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tiieir seinnces have been very valuable. Between November lotli and isrio. 
April 30tli, the company .'lost through sickness, B officers and 72 men,. 

The Burma compan}^ Queen s Own Madras, Sappers and Miners . 
also did good work in the Kale Valley^ and at Haka. It. has ' 
established its misovi datre.” 

Reorganisatiori of the Telegraph Sections. — Under I.A.C. 

.I67 dated 22-1-1890$ the telegraph eqiiipineiit with the Corps^ other than' 
instructional equipment, was handed over to the telegraph department ; , 
it being ordered that in future expeditions, the civil telegraph depart- 
ment will make ah. arrangements for the supjjly of telegraphs with the ■ 
army, using either civil establishments, or the Sapper establishments 
of officers, N.C.Os. and men, that had been attached to the telegraph 
department from time to, time for training. 

Two sub-divisions of telegraphs .north of the Ravi^ to be in future 
entirely, worked by Sappers, the -folio wi.ng number of officers and men 
being placed at the disposal of the .D.G. of telegraphs for the purpose;— 

2 British officers. 

, .3 British N.C.Oa. ■ 

'3 Havildars. 

3 Naicks. 

18 Sappers,. , ' ^ ' ' 

The first detachment to be sent, to 'consist of one British officer 
and two-th.irds of the strength given ' above at, the end of six months 
another . British .officer .and ,one^--third of the strength .given above will 
be sent for instruction,. A third British officer will be sent at the end of 
12 months. At the end of 18 - months, (subsequently altered to two 
years, , under I.A.C. 72 of 1-6-1899) .the 'first officer, will leave, and 
another officer with . one4hird of the strength, given , .above will 
join. . Every six months subsequently, one ' officer and, one squad 
will be relieved,.; 

■ To supply the. reliefs and keep up a reserve for contingencies, , 
B.N-.G.OS. and native, ranks ^sufficient, to .furnish ten squads for.. , 
instruction, will be retained at the.- Head-QiiJirters of the three Sapper 
Corps, the present establishment ■b'eing';propo.rtioiiately reduced, thus— 

'Present. Future, 

B.N.C.OS ; .b--'-.-, --"BO-. ■„■ ■■- 10 

Hiivildars, -Vh'' -Id -■-■ 

Naicks ■' '.--''."T.- ' ■' 10 

.Sappers '■80.,.'.; ,. ,.-,60 

Of these ten squads, four are allottedlo the Q. O. Sappers Sc Miners. 
giving four telegraph sections -to ‘‘.'A^^-'G.o., With a strength of— ■ 

B.N.C.Os., V. ... 4 

Havildars-. 'A;..., . , .,., 4 

Naicks ■ : . ... 4 

Sappers 7,7 ' ' ' ■*.. 24 

(LA.C. 152 of 1890*) 

Each officer undergoing instruction will serve for IS months, 
(subsequently extended under I-A.C. 72 of 1-6-1899 to 2 years) in , 
the Telegraph Department, and if he desires it, will be graded and paid : 
as a Supernumerary Asst Engineer in the M.W.D. ; a company com- \ 
mander being graded as a 1st grade, and a company officer as a 2nd 
grade Asst. Engineer. At the end of his tour of duty, he^can revert to 
his original appointment in the Sappers, or join the M.W.D. or P.A¥.D. 
with his departmental grading, for absorptfori in tlie department. If 
the officer chooses departmental employ his place will be filled up in 
the Sapper Corps, but not otherwise, and no ofiiciating appointments 
as Company Commander, or Company Officer will be made in the 
Corps to replace officers detailed for telegraph duty under this scheme. 
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1890 . N.C.O.s. and men employed on -tills course^ will draw their usual 
pay and allowances, plus the following:-- ■ ■ 

25 or 50 % working pay according to. class. ' 

25 to 50 % on Engineerpay of B.N.C.O.s. 
this extra grant will depend entirely on proficiency in telegrapli wmrk. 

Under this order,. Lieut. G. D. Close with 1 B.N.C.O. and 8 N.C.Os. 
and men proceeded to Am bala for training. 

The officers wdio have gone through this course of instruction 
are 

LieiiL G. D. Close 1890-91 Lieut. W. Bobertson 1896-98 

„ B.H. Rooke 1891-93 „ S. G. Loch 1898-00 

„ W. S, Traill 1893-94 „ F. H. Bushell 1900-02 

„ J. B, Barstow 1894-96 „ W. E. Kidner 1905-07 

Appointment — The appointment of 2nd-in-command was 
abolished under LA.C. 60 of 31-3-1890. 

Designation of Companies. — In September 1890, an order 
was issued that companies were to be called 1st, 2nd, etc., and not No. 
1, No, 2, etc., (G.O, 259 of 1890). 

Officers.~In October 1890, Colonel A. P. Hamilton was appointed to 
command the Rangoon Brigade with Ihe rank of Brigadier-General; 
He had served in the Corps continuously for 28 years, having been 
Adjutant for nearly 15 years, and Commandant for over 6|. 

During 1890, the M.llCD. was extended to the Madras Presidency, and 
thereafter this department became the normal employment for E.E, 
officers, instead of the Sappers and Miners which Engine er officers post- 
ed to this Presidency, had joined on first arrival in India, since 15-2-1 838. 

Lines.—Work was carried on by the Burma Sappers on their lines 

from the time that the company returned to Mandalay in June 1890 ; 
but the bulk of the company left Mandalay again in November for 
road work and building posts in the southern Chin Hills, and there- 
after, the work on the lines was almost stopped. 

Trades, — At the end of 1890, the number of men of over 1-| years’ 
service who had no trade qualifications, had been reduced to 23; 

nusketry.-~-The following were the Corps results in the SJ.R.A, 
meetings of 1890 and 1891 

1890 — B.T. Championship 2nd and S.LR.A. Medal 


Officers’ Plate 200 and 500 yards 2nd 

Mysore Stakes. 500 and 600 yards 1st 

N.T. C.-in-C.s. Prize Tied for 1st 

Afghan Stakes, revolver ‘1st 

Assaye Prize 2nd 

Rifle and Spade contest 1st 

Cochin Prize 1st 


1891-“B.T. Rifle Oaks, 500 yards 1st 

Empress Plate, 300 yards 1st 

3 N.C.O.s. fired in the British Army team wiiich was 
captained by Major Wilkieson, and won the Challenge 
Plate against the Volunteers. 

Zulu Stakes 1st 

N.T. Cubbon Cup 2nd 

Dewan’s Prize 2nd 

C.-in-C.s. Prize 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

Assaye Prize 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

Long Range Stakes — 2 company teams tied with 13tli 
M.I. for 1st 

Operations in the Chin Hills, 1891. -“On 30tli December 
1890, the Burma company 116 strong, under Lieut. T. Harrison with 
Lieut. James, reached Haka from Mandalay. Lieut. James was killed 



at, the assault of Tlietta on tlie 2nd January, whilst accompanying a 
]iUBitive column as Intelligence Officer. In March the company moved 
to Raw van, wiiere a post was built for 100 rifles; and in May they 
mov<al down tlie Kale Valley and thence up to No. 3 Stockade, which 
they rebuilt. 

Tlie 1st company moved to the Chin Hills in December 1890, and 
in March 1891,^ Lieut. Roe accompanied the northern column from 
Fort White, which moved to Taslion Ywarna to meet a column from 
Haka. 

Wuntho Expedition. — In February, detachments of 50 iiieti of 
5th company joined each of the two Wuntho columns, starting from 
Katha and Htigyaing. ■ 

The detachment with the Katha column %vas under the command 
of Jemadar Sarungapani, and that with the Htigyaing column was 
under Lieut. Chapman. There was not much w’ork to be done with 
either of the columns, and on 22nd April they both arrived at 
Mandalay. The Htigyaing detachment at one time covered 45 miles in 
36 hours, including altogether eight hours’ halt. 

Lieut. Chapman and the detachment were favourably mentioned, 
in Brigadier-General Woiseley’s despatches. (G.G.O. 985, of 16-10-91). 

Hazara Expedition,'— The telegraph detachment of one 
B.N.C.O. and eigiit N.C.O’s. and men under Lieut. G. D. Close, joined 
tiie 1st Brigade of the Hazara Field Force at Darband on 22nd 
February. Tlie Head-Quarters, of the force as it advanced, were kept in 
telegraphic communication with the base throughout the campaign. 
The detachment returned to Rawal Pindi on 20th May, 

Extract from despatch of Major-General Elies, c.b., Command- 
ing the Hazara Field Force : — 

The whole detachment (telegraph) wwked so admirably that it 
is almost invidious to make a distinction among its members x x x x 
X X X X X X Mr. Thomas and Lieut. Close have both done very good 
service, and the Madras Sappers have wmrked well.” 

In August 1891, Lieut. T. Fraser was attached to No. 4 company of 
the Bengal Sappers for field service in Hazara, and he commanded the 
eom])any from 18th September, till he rejoined his own Corps in 
December. 


Organisation, — The Submarine Mining detachment, furnished 
hitlierto by A” company, was embodied into a separate Corps under 
l.A.C. 159 of 15th October 1891, and A” company was consequently 
reduced as follows under l.A.C. clause 173 of 1st November 1891 : — 


from 22 
2 ■ 
10 
150 

■ : 


to 


B.N.GO.s 
Jemadars 
Naicks 
Sappers 
Buglers 

but the number of Havildars was increased from 6 to 
the following establishment of B-N.C.O.s in the Corps : — 


14 

1 

8 

10 : 


] allowing for 
/ 2 Pontoon Sections 
o > 4 TelegraY>h Sections 
2^2 Field Printing, etc., Sections. 


this 


gave 


1 Sergeant-Miijor 

1 Quartermaster-Sergeant 

1 Company Sergt-Major R.E, 

4 Company Sergi-Majors ] Inchidhig 1 C.S.M., 1 
7 Sergeants (Sergeant, and 1 Corporal witli 

10 Corporals | Burma Sappers and Miners. 

9 Second-Corporais ) 


K ” company R.E. was abolished on 31-.3-1 ^91 , and all B.N.C.O.s 
belonged thereafter to H ” company, the Head-Quarters of which w'ero 

at Simla. (I.A.C. 76 of 1891). 


1891 
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1891. Eitxployment sty and 6th companies and the Burma Sappers 
were employed for a part of the year in roadwork, and post buiiding 
ill the Ghin Hills. ^ ■ 

The 1st and 4tii companies moved to Assam in October 1891, for 
contract ivork on the Kicliuguard Manipur road, where they remained 
till March in the following year.. 

Extracts from reports by Mr. AVatts, the Superintendent of Works. 

The work done per man per diem was most satisfactory, and I look on 
one Sapper as ivorth at least two ordinary labourers. 

1st company had by far the most clifRcult and dangerous work to 
do, ill blasting the treacherous overhanging shaly rock which 
predominated in the section undertaken by this company. The 
men drilling the holes for blasting had to be tied on to the trees with 
ropes. 4th company erected seven timber bridges aggregating 690' in 
length, the largest being built on crib piers filled with boulders. The 
work executed by this company was by far the neatest in the gorge.’' 

Musketry. — The time allowed for rapid volleys was reduced in 
1891 from 75 to 60 seconds. 

Arms.—By December 1891 the whole of the Corps had been 
rearmed with Mark II. Martini Henry rifles. 

Lines, — The building of the Special Schools on the east side of 
the workshop enclosure was completed in November. 

Twelve more mule stalls, and a gram boiling shed were built 
during the year. 

The GiiTs school was commenced. 

Equipment.—The Government of India sanctioned the retention 
of lathes, carts, pit saws, etc., that were no longer in the equipment 
tables, on the understanding that they were in future to be maintained 
by the Corps. A portable steam engine was obtained for work in 
the sliops. 

Trades— At the end of the year there were only 16 men of over 
1 J year’s service, who had not qualified in a trade. 

Employment.— 1st and 4th companies were on the Niohuguard-. 
Manipur road till March 1892, when they returned to Mandalay and 
Bangalore respectively. 

3rd company moved to Assam in September to take up contract 
work on this road, and the company remained there till the end of 
March 1892. 

4th company moved to Burma in October, and proceeded to the 
Chin Hills, for roadwork, etc., in November. 

6th company was employed on the Sihaung Haka road, and in 
building posts there. 

Lieut. Ainslie joined the TIang Tlang column as Intelligence 
Officer on 30tli January. 

On 1st April Lieut. Ainslie was sent with 30 men to build a post 
at Ealam ; and on completion of this work the G.O.C. Burma issued 
an order that ^Mt may be intimated to Lieut. Ainslie, R.E., that his 
exertions and able superintendence of the construction of the Falaiii 
post are fully appreciated by the G.O.C. Burma ; the O.C. Ealam is 
requested to be good enough to convey to the half company “ Q. 0.” 
S. & M. that their hard work is appreciated by the Brigadier-General 
Commanding.” 

The H.Q. of the company returned to Mandalay in May, and 
moved to Bangalore in October; the Ealam detachment did not leave 
that place till July. Lieut. Ainslie was again detached on Intelligence 
duty in October, 

At the end of November 1891, 2nd Lieuts. Lubbock and Cumber-^ 
lege joined the Burma company to bring it up to F.S, strength, and 
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early in ^Deceniber Lieut. Harrison the Company , Commander with 
5a officers and men proceeded to Bhanio to join the Irra, wady 
Column ; 2nd Lieut. Lubbock went to the same place., for blasting 
work in the river. Lieut. Babington and 51 X.C.O.s. .and' men started 
in January 1892 for Tatkon, to make a Toad up to ' Bymgyee. Lieut. 1892. 
Harrison’s detachment built a post at Sadon for 250 riles and two 
guns, and" Lieut. Harrison was commanding that post when it was 
attacked by Kachins and Chinamen from 7th to 20th February ^ during , 
which Corporal Tonge and five Sappers were wounded, (two severely). 

Extract from Mandalay District Orders by Brig.-Generai M, W. E.- 
Gossett, dated 1 9-4- 1892 : — 

The four columns that have been in the field since December last 
having returned, the Brigadier-General Commanding takes the oppor- 
tunity of thanking all ranks for the good work that has been 
accomplished, and the endurance and cheerful obedience shewn in 
carrying out important duties which involved considerable hardships. 

X ' X .X X X , X 

The defence of Sadon by Lieut. Harrison, R.E. x x are 
brilliant episodes which will always reflect great credit on those 
officers, and the men tliey commanded. 

Extract from a letter dated 14-5-1892 from Lieut. Harrison, R.E.^ 
who commanded Sadon during the defence of that post. 

I bring to notice the following B.N.C.O.s, Native officer, NXJ.O.s 
and Bugler, who were in Sadon during severe attacks on the post by 
Chinamen, and Kachins ; the behaviour of all was most excellent. 

Corpl. F. C. Tonge — wounded when attempting to dislodge with a 
hand grenade, the enemy from behind some 
rocks which could not be flanked. 

Jemadar Francis — rendered much assistance, improving the 
defences, and in signalling. 

Havildar Muttusami — was very zealous, taking part in sorties, etc. 

Havildar Madurai 

' Naick Murugesen . 

• Bugler Francis. . 

The following extiucts are made from General Orders by the 
(government of India, dated 28tli October, 1892 

“The Government of India also cordially acknowledge the services 
rendered by the detachment under Lieut. T. Harrison, li.E., which gal- 
lantly defended the Sadon post against the repeated attacks of the 
Kachins. x x ■ " x' ■ ' - 

XXX and tlie gallant defence of the Sadon post by a handful 
of men under Lieut. T. Harrison, R.E., against repeated attacks by the 
Kachins are incidents that stand out prominently, and deserve special 
mention.” 

Lieut. T. Harrison E.E., received the Distinguished Sendee Order 
for his services on this occasion ; and Sadon post was named Fort 
Harrison (Burma District order 19 of 9-6-92). 

In March, a further detachment of 20 N.C.O.s and men joined the 
Irrawady Column, and were employed ' in constructing a suspension 
bridge across the Namli Kha, under Lieut. Lubbock, and in building 
a stockade for 50 rifles ; they returned to Mandalay in May. 

, In his report No. 180 D of 7-6-1892, Major-General R*. C. Stewart 
says : — “ When the establishment of a post at Sadon became apparent, 
the problem of keeping open the communication with the Irrawady 
during the rains, was a source of much anxiety. This was ultimately 
solved by the construction of a suspension bridge oyot the Namli river, 
which was successfully accomplished in the face of many difficulties, 
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1892 . aiid not without considerable loss of health to both First-Grade Officer 
G. A. Lye, Indian Marine, and Lieut. Lubbock, E.E. To carry out this 
work, every article used in the construction had to be brought from 
Mandalay, and transported from the Irrawady to The Namli on 
elephants, and there placed in position. I consider it a work which 
reflects the greatest credit on these officers^ and deserving of special 
consideration.” 

The detachment under Lieut. Babington, completed 30 miles of 
mule road, built some rest houses, and surveyed the Byingee range, 
and returned to Mandalay in June. 

Line 5 »“”Work was continued on the lines at Secunderabad, and 
Mandalay ; the Girls’ School at Head-Quarters was completed, and 
170' of the western boundary wall of the workshop enclosure built, 

Plules. — Sufficient mules to completely equip 2 companies for 
field service, ie. 138 per company, had been received by the end of 
■'■ 1892 . ; 

R.E. N-C.G-s* — The conditions of service for B.N.C.O.s serving 
with the Corps were improved, by I.A.C. 181 dated 1st October 1892. 
Such rules to come into force from 1st July, 1892. 

Men sent out to India must he : — 

Of good character, with at least 4 years’ service unexpired ; except 
in special cases they should not be of higher rank than 2nd Corporal ; 
they should be in possession of at least 3rd class certificates of 
education, and have undergone the full field works course at 
Chatham ; they must be medicafiy fit for service in India. 

Unless of higher rank, they will be appointed Lance-Corporals 
from date of embarkation, and will be placed on the seniority roll of 
their Corps, so as to take their turn of promotion with the N.C.O.s at 
home and in the Colonies. 

On arrival in India they will be appointed. 2nd Corporals. After 
1 year’s service in India they will be eligible for promotion to 
Corporal, and after 2| years to Sergeant p such promotions to be 
irrespective of vacancies, provided the Commandant is satisfied that 
the man is fit and deseiwing of promotion. 

They may thereafter receive local promotion up to the rank of 
Sergeant-Major (Warrant Officer) in the Sappers and Miners, with 
all the corresponding advantages of pay and pension if they complete 
their service in India. 

If reduced to the ranks, they wiU, in the absence of good reasons 
to the contrary, be sent home by the 1st troopship under the orders 
of the C,-in-C. 

Men appointed in India, to serve in India throughout their 
engagement, unless remanded on account of misconduct, as above, 
or transferred on account of ill-health. 

An N.C.O. who completes his service in India to receive pension 
according to his local rank. 

If they have not less than 4 years’ service, they can be brought 
on the married roll when about to embark for India, 

The pay and Engineer pay to be the same as at Home. 

When serving with Sappers and Miners they are eligible for 
appointment in the R or M.W.D., hut before being permanently 
appointed they must pass a qualifying examination, and must also 
undergo a year’s probation. When permanently appointed, if re- 
commended, and they have 3 years’ army service, they will be 
promoted to Sergeant on the unattached list, with effect from the 
date of completion of their probation. This qualifies them for 
advancement to Warrant Grades under Departmental rules. 
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Those in the Sappers and Miners who have re-engaged ^ to 1802 ,::.^ 
,coin]iIete 21 years\serviee will be eligible for 1 years furlough after 
.each completed 7 velars’ in India, and this rule is. applicable to those 
who may extend beyond. 21 years. 

Musketry,— From 1st April 1892, the annual course was altered 
as follows : — 

Individual. 

7 rounds at 200 yards Standing Marksmen 55 points.. 

«7 „ 500 „ Sitting or Kneeling 1st Class 45 points. ; 

7 „ 600 „ Any position 2rid Class 35 points. 

Collective. 

10 rounds, volleys, at 600 yards Lying. 

o ,, ,, oOO ,, ,, 

5 „ „ 500 „ Sitting, at a moving target. 

5 rapid „ 400 „ Sitting. 

The moving target, vanishing target, and attack practice, from 
tlie Commandant’s allowance of ammunition remained unchanged. 

The Corps results at the S.I.R.A. Meeting in 1892 and 1893 
were i — 

1892 — B.T. Hide Guineas, 600 yards 1st 

Martini Henry Plate, 200 yards 1st 

The Corps supplied three of the Army team %vhich fired 
for the Challenge Plate against the Volunteers. 

N.T, Championship 3rd and B.P.R.A. Medal. 

Long Range Stakes 2nd 

Afghan Stakes 1st 

1893 — B.T. The Hebbal Stakes 1st 

The Corps supplied the Captain and two of the winning 
team for the British Army versus the Volunteers. 

Zulu Stakes 1st and 2nd 

Soldiers’ Prize, 300 yards 1st 

K.T. Resident’s Stakes, 300 yards 1st 

Young Soldiers’ Plate 1st 

Maharajah of Mysore’s Prize, 200 yards 1st 
Dewaii’s Prize 1st and 2nd 

Assaye Prize 2nd 

Long Range Stakes 1st and 2nd 

Arms and Equipment— Up to May 1892, the Burma company 
had been armed with Snider carbines, and sword bayonets, but then 
received M.H. rifles, and in November of the same year they received 
the Mackenzie valise equipment. 

Dress. — Under P.M.G. Ko. 918 of 9-2-1892, the substitution of 
knickerbockers and blue putties iii lieu of trousers was sanctioned for 
the Burma company. The working dress of that company at that 
time consisted of a red and blue pahtso of Regimental pattern, wmrn 
under the khaki coat; and with a khaki goungboung; several attein])ts 
were made to improve the headdress, by having it made up over a 
framework, but this was not approved of by the G.D.C. Burma. 

Chargers.— Under S.G.O. 63 of 1892, Company Commanders and 
Company officers were restricted; to pony chargers from 13. 3 to 14- 2 
high. 

Trades.— "At the end of 1892, 120 men were not qualified in any 
trade, and of these 31 were over ll- years’ service ; an increase of 15 in 
the 12 months. 

Organisation. — In June 1893, the organisation of the company 
was altered from three Divisions to two half companies, as follows: — 
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Every conipaiiyy (except is to be dividecr into two half 
CQiiipames, each half company into two sections, and each section into 
two sub-sections. 

The Siibadar will command the complete company, Native ranks, 
and each Jemadar a half company. Each section wall be commanded 
by a Havildar, and each sub-section byaNaick; the two remaining 
Naieks will command the sub-sections of the Equipment. The Colour 
and Pay or Instructor Havildars wall not command sections, except 
in absence of one of the other Havildars. 

A fair allotment of each ti’ade to every section is the primary con- 
sideration, but the number of tradesmen should be equally divided 
between the half companies. (C.O. 208 of 26-6-1893). 

In the same month the Burma company of Sappers and Miners 
was incorporated as an integral part of the Madras Sappers and 
Miners, two R.E. officers being added to the peace establishment of the 
Corps. (LA.C. 91 of 1893). 

Employment — Owing to a water famine in Bangalore, the 3rd 
5th, and 6th companies at Bangalore were temporarily employed in 
the early part of the year on the water supply of the station, and 
Major Grant, R.E., Executive Engineer of the Bangalore water wmrks 
Divison, wrote : — I had often heard of your men, but it has not here- 
tofore been my good fortune to work with them. I could wish for none 
better;’ 

1st compan^Mnoved to the Chin Hills from Mandalay, and was 
employed on preparing the site, and building the new Fort Wliite, 
(the 3rd post of that name). From 12th to 24th March, Captain Roe 
and 30 men were with the Pimpi Column, which met -with slight 
resistance at An-ngo. The company left Fort White in May, and was 
at Mying}’'an from June to October, when it returned to Bangalore. 
The 2nd company was at Secunderabad all the year, and continued 
the rebuilding of the lines there. 

The 3rd company left Assam in March, and reaching Head-Quarters 
in April, moved to Burma in October; it reached Tiddim in the North 
Chin Hills in November, and was employed on buildings and roads. 

At the commencement of the year the Head-Quarters of the 4th 
company were at Falam, and detachments were at Haka and Fort White. 
On 3rd January, Lieut. 6. A, F. Sanders (1st company) took over the 
command of the detachment of 30 men at Fort White, and they accom- 
panied the Nwengal Column, under Brigadier-General A. P. Palmer 
cm., the work done being favourably mentioned as follows : — 

Field Operations Burma.— G.G.O. 733, dated 4-8-1893. 

The Most Honourable the Viceroy and Governor-General of India 
in Council is pleased to direct the publication of the subjoined corres- 
pondence, including a letter from A.G. in India, submitting under the 
orders of the C.-in-C. in India, despatches received from the C.-in-C. of 
the Madras Army, and the G.O.C. the Burma District, describing the 
Operations carried out in the Northern Chin Hills, during the cold 
season of 1892-1893. 

X X X X X , X ■ , X ■ ;x; 

10. By the 2nd January 1893, the new posts above referred to 
XXX having been established in the Siyin 

ao mm No. 4 company Madras country and rationed up to end of the 
ILiSSs month, I was able to start from Fort 

'x X X White with a force as per margin, to 

operate against the Nwengal tribe,, 
west of the Manipur river, our objective 
being Kaptial, the chief town of the tribe, and the home of Twemtung, 
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the cliicif implicatecl ill. the murder, of .the Myook, and whO' has been 1893. 
most proiiiinent in inciting his own and the Biyin ti’ilie to revolt. 

X X X X X. . X X. X 

19. ^ X X X X I returned to the east of the Manipur liver with 
the, guns, X X x x . The river having slightly fallen had in the 
meantime been bridged lij the Madras Sa..pper 3 \inder Banders, 

R.E., a cleverly constructed cantilever bridge, partially suspended o.a 
twisted telegrapli wire and rope, having been thrown across. 

X ^ x X X X X X X . 

15. Lieut. G, A. F. Sanders, R.E., commanded a detacliment of N’o. 

4 company at the crossing of the Manipur river, and afterwards super- 
vised its bridging, by which the Nwengal force was aide to recross on 
its withdrawal. 


A clasp was granted for the operations in the Xortliern Chin Hills. 

At the beginning of March the detachment of 4th company moved 
to Falam, and the Haka detachment arrived there in April ; the company 
was |>rincipally employed on roads, bridges, and biiiidings. 

On 25tli February, Lieut. Babington, and 73 officers and men of the 
Burma eompany moved to Tiddim for work on buildings, and they 
returned to Mandalay in June. The building of the lines at Mandalay 
was pushed on as well as it could be, considering tlie ferv men available, 
and on the 6th December Lieut. Tulloch and 96 officers and men 
moved to Falam. 

Lines. — A fodder shed wms built in the mule lines at H.Q., and the 
boundary w^all along St. John’s Church road was comnienced. 

Trades. — At the end of 1893, 87 men had not passed in any trade, 
but only 22 of these were over If years’ service, an iniprovement oii 
the previous year. 

R.E. N.C.O*s. — Under I.A.C. 82 of 1893, an N.C O. holding the 
rank of corporal on arrival in India, became eligible for promotion to 
the local rank of sergeant, after 18 months’ ai>proved service in the 
country. 

Officers.— Havildar Hpo Ton, a Karen, was promoted to the 
commissioned ranks in the Burma company on 18-2-1893, the first 
Biirman to receive a commission. 

Dress. — A new headdress for wear with serge clothing wm 
approved for the Burma company. 

Pensions* — Were sanctioned under I.A.C. 180 of 1893, for tlie 
families of men of the Burma company who should die from wounds, 
accident, or sickness, when on field or foreign service. 

Employment. — The 1st, 5tb, and 6th companies were at Head- 
Quarters throughout 1894. 

The 2nd company at Secunderabad continued the rebuilding of 
the Lines there, and also built a shed at the brickfield, and a limekiln. 

The 3rd company was at Tiddim till 27th IVIarch, employed on 
roads and buildings, a half company under Lieut. Giilam constructing 
a 5' wide road from Dimlo to Kennedy Peak. The company reached 
Myingyan on 6th April, and leaving it again on 2nd November for 
Falam, was employed for the remainder of the year there, principally 
on brickmaking. 

Tlie 4tli company at Falam was employed mainly on bridging, 
building, and brickmaking. In April it moved to Tliayetmyo, and in 
October to Bangalore. 

About two-thirds of the Burma company under Ca ptain Tulloch was 
ill the Chin Hills building sheds at No. 4 Stockade, working on the road 
between that place and Fort White, and also working on buildings, 
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1891 roads, and hridgo?, nonr New Falam ; 'they reached Mandalay on lltli 
Mayo After reaidniig Mandalay, the company lines there were coin- 
pleted, and <>n Tjctober Captain Tulloch moved with 100 men to 
the Chin Hills again, for bridging, and road work. 

Lines.— It having been decided that only one company besides 
the Burma one was required in future in Burma, the 4th company 
returned to H.Q. without relief. This brought up the number of 
service companies at H.Q. to four, whilst the existing accommodation 
Was only sufficient for three. It was decided therefore that additional 
Lines must h(‘ commenced on the Field Works Ground. 

Twenty-two additional quarters were built at H.Q. and a vegetable 
bazaar was completed in the Lines; the boundary wall of the work- 
shops on the north side was completed. The Lines of the Burma 
company were completed at Mandalay, and the rebuilding of the 
company lines at Secunderabad was carried on. 

Equipment. — A certain amount of telephone equipment was 
received for the first time. 

riuskctry.— The trolly system of targets was introduced on the 
range at H.Q. to supersede the swing window type. 

The following were the successes of the Corps at the S.I.R.A. 
Meeting:— 

British. Hebbal Stakes 1st 

Zulu Stakes Tie for 1st 

Spencer and Cos. Prize, 600 yards 1st 

Inter-regimental Revolver Team 1st 

Native. N. Officers’ Contest, 200 and 400 yards 1st 

Dewan’s Prize 1st 

Long Range Stakes 1st 

Mariam & Cos. Prize . 1st 


1895. 


Workshops, Equipment. — The lathes and bandsaw were con- 
nected up with the portable 5 H.P. engine obtained in 1891, thus 
saving much waste of trained labour that had had to be employed in 
turning the lathes by hand power. 

Trades. — 96 men had not passed in any trade at the end of the 
year, but of these 21 only were over 1| years’ service. 

Sports.—In 1894, Lieut.-Colonel C. B. Wilkieson presented a 
Challenge Shield to be completed for by companies at the annual 
Athletic Sports ; the winning companies have been 


1894— ^^ B ’ 

1895— No. 


1897- 

1899- 

1900- 
1903- 


-No. 

-No. 

-No. 

-No. 


1903— No. 

1904— No. 

1905— No. 10 

) No. 14 

1907— No. 13 

1908— No. 13 

1909— No. 13 


Company, commanded by Lieut. C. H. Heycock 

„ H. J. M. Marshall 
Capt. H. B. H. Wright 
Lieut. J. R. Chancellor 
Capt. J. A. S. Tulloch 
Major C. H. Roe 
Major C. H. Roe 


Lieut. C. M, WagstafF 


I Tie. 


,, ■ „ ■ , „ .'D. A." Graves'' 

„ „ Capt. J. R. White 

„■ ■ . ' J.B. Barstow,": 

„■ . ■■ ■ ■ „ . . 'F. J). Irvine":', 

,, „ Lieut. T. P. Bassett 

Organisation. — The strength of the 4 sendee companies, 
detailed for the 1st and 2nd Army Corps on mobilization, was increased 
by one Havildar, one Naick, 18 Drivers, and 18 mules per com|)any. 
The Drivers to be enlisted un,der similar conditions to those in force 
for Drivers of Mountain Batteries. 
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Employment—The 1 st and ' 4th: coinpanii^s wore at H.Q. 1895 , 
tlirnuiilioiit tlio year; the latter company coinnieneoil work on the 
iirw lanes to ho built on the Field Works CTroiiiid. 

The 211(1 company was at Seciiiiderahad till 2«tli Xoveinbor, wiien 
it 11 larch led for Bangalore. A new guard-room tras Iniilt in the limes, 
and tl'ie relmilding of the lines was continued. 

The drd company was at Falaiii till 27th April, enphoyed on build- 
ing, ]>rickmaking, and burning lime, whilst 16 men work'd w'itli the 
Burma, company at the Manipur river suspension bridge. Tiie 
company wns at Tliayetmyo during the rains, and readied Fa lam 
again on 19th Xovember, ’where it carried out roadwork, bridging, 
l)idlding, and lirickmaking. 

The 5tli company was at H.Q. till 20 th September, wdieii it moved 
to Malakand Camp, under Lieut. E. P. Johnson and Lieut. O. A. F. 
Sanders, and was joined at ISiaoshera on 1st October ]jy Lieuts. M’iusloe. 
and Watling to complete it to F.S. strength. Malakand was reached 
on the otli October, and dry stone barracks with a little^ mud to kec^]) 
out the wind, were commenced. On 16th, 20 men moved to Chakdara. 
for brickmaking, and other works carried ont were oiif mile of mule 
track to Guides' Point, a piquet tower on the Point, a. staff mess, etc. 

Five mules were received by tlie company on 14th Decemlier. 

On 4tli April tlie 6 tli company was mobilized at Bangalore to join 
the Chitral Relief Force, audit left Bangalore on Otli under Lieut. 

0. Ainsiie, and 2 nd-Lieiit. W. Eobertson, and being joined en route 
by Lieuts. Winsloe and Hibbert., moved to Chakdara. wliere work 
ivas commenced on 23rd April on the permanent laid g<‘ over the Swat 
river; the company was assisted by civil labour, and. later by a portion 
of the “A” company of the Bengal Sappers, and the bridge was opened 
for traffic in two montlis from the start. 

The bridge consisted of — 1 suspension span of 251/ 

2 half do. 125' each 

1 do. do. liC/ 

' ■ 2 half ■■ do. .■ :■ 55'' each',,,;' ' 

9 spans, totalling 224' 

the smaller spans resting on trestles and masonry piers, giving a total 
length of 944.' 

Twenty-five men were employed for three weeks on the Shahkote 
Pass, and from 10 to 25 men for two months on the Laram Pass. Some 
minor roadmaking and bridging was also carried out. On 26th June 
the comj)any moved via the Katgola Pass to the Panjkora Valley, and was 
on roadwork there till 13th August when it marched l)a(.‘k to Xaoshera, 
and entrained for Bangalore, reaching H.Q. on 5th Bcpteml-ier. The 
company left Bangalore again on 19th November to march to 
Secunderabjxd in relief. 

The Burma company was at the eoinmencement of the year em- 
ployed on the Manipur river suspension bridge, assisted by a df'tacii- 
nient of the 3rd company. On loth May it moved to ]\Iandalay, 
reaching that place on 25th idem. Twenty men were employed on 
survey work in the Southern Shan country dufiiig the working seasem. 

Honoqr^ and Distinctions.-— G.G.O. No. 397 dated Simla 
16-4-1397. The Eight Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
has much satisfaction in announcing that Her Majesty the Queen 
Empress of India has been graciously pleased to permit tbe under- 
pientioned Corps to bear upon their Standards, Colours, or Appoint- 
ments, the words specified below in commemoration of riieir gallant 
conduct during the operations carried out for the relief of Cliitrai : — 

‘‘Ghitral” — The Madras Sappers and Miners, (The Queen’s Own). 

nosketry.— The successes at the S.I.R.A. Meeting were : — 
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1895. „ B.A. — J-k‘l>]>al Stakes ■ 1st 

]\faharajali of Mj^sore’s Prize, 200 yards 1st 
N.C.O s Plate, 500 and 600 yards 2nd 

Officers’ Lloyd Lindsay 2nd 

Inter-regimental revolver team 1st 


The GViips supplied the Captain (Major WilMeson), and 
one of the team for the British Army versus the 
\^oliinteers. 

Revolver Stakes, AV. and N.C.O.s— 4st and 2iicl 
Siiip>rise Stakes 2nd 

H.A. — Dewan’s Prize 1st, 2nd, 3i’d, and 4th, out of 18 teams 

Moving Target Stakes 2iid 

Team Attack Practice 2iid and 3rd out of 17 teams. 

Pay. — Under G G.O. 670 of 1895, the pay of all N.C.O.S and men 
was increasfxl by Rs. 2 per mensem from Ijst July, and half mounting 
allowance was granted to recruits from the date of enlistment instead 
of after 18 months’ service. 

Lines— Towards the end of the year, sanction was received from 
Government for a School for the Burma company. 

n tiles. — The whole of the transport attached to the mobilized 
companies at Bangalore w^as employed with^ the Chitral Relief Force, 
leaving Bangalore in March, and retuming in October. 

Trades-— At the end of the year 125 men had not passed in any 
trade, but of these only 10 were over years’ service, an improvement 
on the preceding year. 

1896, Organisation- — Tlie 80 Driver N.C.O.s and men sanctioned in 

1895 were up to strength, most of them having been transferred from 
the Transport Department. 

Employment. — The 1st company at Head-Quarters received 
orders to mobilize on 11th May, and left Bangalore under Lieut. 
Sanders and Lieut. Chancellor on 15th to join the Suakim Field 
Force. Orders to entrain that evening were not received until after 
midday on the 15th, and the G.O.C. Bangalore District, “ Expressed 
his pleasure at the smart and prompt way in which the company 
entrained, on extremely short notice, which reflects great credit on 
all concerned.” 

Only the equipment and pack mules • (76 in all) were taken, the carts 
being left behind. Lieuts. PI A. Cameron and G. P. Anderson joined 
the company at Bombay. The company embarked on the S.S. Goa 
on 22nd, and reached Suakim on 1st June, disembarking the same day. 
The company was employed on the following works : — Water supply for 
men and horses; stabling^ for 480 horses; drainage of Suakim to protect 
it from floods; work on both permanent and floating i)iers, in the for- 
mer retaining walls being built under water; digging out the S.S. 
Vcdala whicli had gone aground on a coral reef, for this, excavation 
had to he carried out in 5' of water ; besides every sort of iniseellaneous 
job from moving a 10 ton engine to making tombstones, and 
roofing an arsenal storehouse. Lieut. Chancellor with one Indian 
officer and 41 men moved to Tokar in June, and this party was 
relieved by a similar one under Lieut. Cameron in August, the 
detachment being withdrawn at the end of October, except 'for 7 men 
who remained there until 9th November when all the Indian PToops 
were withdrawn from Tokar. The work at Tokar consisted of:— 
digging, revetting, and covering in wells; temporary stables for 
50 horses ; small buildings, and general repairs. 

The climate of Tokar was most trying owing to the heat (119 
degrees was registered in the officers’ quarters), and almost continual 
duststorms. A detachment was employed for a short time at Fort 
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Teb, and a landing stage was ' erected at Tiinkitat; One X.C.O. and i896 
16 iiicni were employed for a month at Erko-wit. and another small 
detachment moved out to Teheroi on' the road to Erkowit on 24t]i 
October; and after digging a -well returned to .Suakiin on 26tli. TJie 
following is an extract of an address made to the company by the . 
C.R.E. Major S. Grant, shortly before they embarked for India : — 

“ It is a long time since I first heard of the many excellpiit 
qualities of the Madras Sa,pi3ers from R.E. officers who served ivitli. 
them in Afghanistan, and in 1893 I had an opportunity at Bangalore , , 
of fiiicliiig out for myself how very true their , statements ivero. If ■ 
there wvas one thing more than another which struck me, it was, 
tliat whether' it ivas work or play, nothing seemed to be able to get ' 
along W'ithout the Madras Sappers having a say in the matter. And it 
has been exactly the same at Suakim, Trinkitat, Teb, and Tokar. From 
building stables, -well digging, keeping up barracks ready to fad, putting 
on a corrugated iron roof, helping 'to run a telegraph office, water 
supply, clraiua.ge, surveying, writing,. drawing, making landing stages, 
down to soling a pair of boots, you have been equally to the fore. I 
do not know what the sailing community would have done if them 
had been no Sappers to keel their boats for them. From the liighe-tj 
to the Icwest, you have ’won golden opinions here. More tliaii one 
officer has gone out of his way to tell me how wmll you have w’orked. 

One occasion tras mentioned to me by Major Bo^iver, of the ivay in 
■which after a trying march you set about digging tvells. Mliere all 
have done tvell it is perhaps invidious to make distinctions, but I 
think that all will agree ■with me if I say just a few words in aeknow^- 
ledgment of the ’work done at Tokar under Lieut. Chancellor, in 
those very trying days in June and July, and by Lieut. Cameron later 
on, when however the weather had improved. When the men of the 
Infantry were as snugly housed as the nature of the barracks ’would 
permit, you ’were constantly at work outside ; and you shewed a clieer- 
ful spirit throughout, notwithstanding your ver}?’ trying surroundings. 

I beg especially to thank Lieut. Sanders not only for tlie way in which 
he has run the company as such, but also for tlie great- personal 
interest he has taken, in every piece of work on wdiieii it lias lieen 
engaged.’' 

Tlie conqiany left Suakim on 8th Becember, and arrived at 
Bangalore on 24th. 

No. 2 company at the commencement of tiie year was on the 
march from Secunderabad to Bangalore, and readied the latter place 
on 11th January. On 9th October it started for Tliayetmyo, and 
arriving tliere on 23rd, moved again on the 30t.h for woik on the 
]Mandalay-Knnlon railway. The Tonbo Clearing near tlio I8t]i mile- 
stone Oil the Maymyo road was reached on 31sfc Becemlier. 

The 3rd comjiany was in the Chin Hills for tlie first 5 months of 
tlie year; it -was split up into 5 detachments, and employeil on 
liridging, building, brickmaking, lime-burning, and road work, <‘tc. 
Tliayetmyo was readied on 31st of May, and on 24tli October tiie 
company moved to Bangalore, i-eacliing Head-Quarters on (fill 
November. 

The 5th company was with the Malakand Brigade the whole year, 
living in E.P. tents. On 16th January there was a violent eaithqiiake, 
and part of the fort ’wall and buildings were damaged, tlio fort wall 
was repaired, and the roofs of the buildings being supported on liaulks, 
the walls were taken dowm, and rebuilt. From 13t]i February to the 
middle of June the company was on the Dargai-Cliakdara road, this 
had to be 'widened from 12 feet to 24 feet and was mostly in rock ; ilie. 
rock-cutting ran to 50 feet in height, and tlie average was about 25 
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1898. feet; traffic was, not stopped except just for the short time twice daily 
to fire blasts, as many as 55 charges being fired at a time. In some of 
the places the men had to work with ropes round their waists, tied on 
to trees above. Towards the middle of June the heat was very trying, 
the temperature in the E.P. tents rising to 115 degrees. From the 
middle of June to early in September, work was carried out about four 
miles down the road, making approaches to a tunnel, building large 
retaining 'walls, culverts, and Irish bridges. After that the road 
between Malakand and North Malakand was taken in hand, and 
various small works of every description were carried out. 

The 6th company reached Secunderabad from Bangalore by route 
march on 3rd January. Work was continued on the lines, and mule 
lines and a gram boiling shed were constructed. At the H.R.A. meeting 
the company won the Lieut.-General’s team attack practice, open 
to regimental teams. 

The Burma com|)any was at Mandalay at the commencement 
of the year; on 13th February, Lieut. Rooke witha detachment of 
113 moved to Zebingyee, and constructed 12 miles of road, 8' wide, 
from the foot of the hills up to Wabwaye, Captain Tullocli joined 
this detachment on 14th March, and after the road was completed 
the detachment worked on the Mandalay Kunlon railway till May, 
when they returned to Mandalay reaching it on 13th. In Mandalay 
a double storied building for a company school which had been 
commenced the previous year was continued. On 31st October a 
party of 1 1.O., 1 B.N.C.O. and 52 men proceeded to Sinbyngyun, near 
Miniila, to dig out the R.LM.S. lTm%v(dy \v\iiQh had stranded there, 
and they returned to Mandalay on 26th November. On 14th 
December the company started for MoungKyet about 60 miles east 
of Lashio, to make a road for a survey party of the Mandalay-Kunlon 
railway. 

riusket^.—The musketry of Corps had shown a gradual but 
very steady improvement in the past 5 years ; the percentages of 
marksmen and 3rd class shots being as follows 



Marksmen 

3rd class 

1892-93 

11T4 

3315 

1893-94 

1411 

28*69 

1894-95 

17*81 

16*82 

1895-96 

22*24 

15*76 

1896-97 

25*00 

10*00 


The following were the Corps results at the 1896 S.I.R.A. Meeting. 

B.A. — Hebbal Stakes 2nd 

Inter-regimental revolver team 1st 

N.C.O. revolver team 2nd 

The Corps supplied the Captain (Lt.-Col. Wilkieson) 
and one member of winning team of the British 
Army versus the Volunteers. 

Jumping Johnny Stakes 2nd and 3rd 

Zulu Stakes 2nd 

Surprise Stakes 2nd 

Revolver Stakes, W. and N.C.O.s 1st 

Hurry Scurry 1st 

I.A.— Dewan’s Prize 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 


Moving Target Stakes 
Revolver Contest 
Afghan Stakes 


Instruction.—Commencing with this year a portion of the 
Instructional Grant allotted to the Corps, was handed over to 




companies on detacliment, and this system, has been contin.iied each 1896. 
year since. A circular saw bench was purchased for use in the shops. 

Lines—Work was carried on, on the new lines at the Field Works 
ground': the lines at Mandalay and Secunderabad are mentioned, under 
the work done by 6th and Burma companies above. 

Equipmeol:.'— The Marshall pattern kajawah. for boring and 
jumping bars was under trial, and leather covered tin .boxes, were, 
being manufactured for trial to replace the wmoden mule boxes carry- 
ing engineer equipment. Both these patterns were subsequently 
introduced. 

Trades. — At the end of the year, 143 men had not passed in a 
trade, and '38 of these were over years’ service; the increase being 
due to the fact that two service companies were away on field service^ 
and the consequent decrease in trades’ instruction. 

Officers* — Lieut.-CoL WTlkieson, and Captain T. Fraser left i89f. 
Bangalore on 30th September to take up the appointments of C.R.E., 
and Adjutant E.E. of the 2nd Division, Tirah Expeditionary Force. 

Captain Evans proceeded to Calcutta on 19th August, in connec- 
tion with the Field Park wdiich he was detailed to take on the Tirah 
Expeditionary Force 

Lieuts. Hemming and Barstow were employed on famine duty for 
a part of the year ; the latter being in the Anantapiir District from 
July to October. 

Captain Weedon and Lieut. Hemming were attached to the 
Malerkotla Imperial Service Sappers for the Tirah Expedition. Lieut. 
Chancellor was similarly attached to the Sirraur I.S. Sappers. 

Lieut. Howard was attached to the Bengal S. and M. for field 
service in Tirah. 

Lieut. W. Robertson who w^as on the telegraph course at Ambala, 
was employed on telegraph duty with the Blalakand Field Force. 

Employment* — Nos. 1 and 3 companies were at H.Q. throughout 
the year ; on 28th February, 1 Jemadar and 70 N.C.O.s and men of No. 

1 company started for Mysore at a few hours notice to put out a fire 
that had broken out in the Maharajah’s Palace ; tliey %vorked almost 
continuously for about 3 days and nights, and the following is an 
extract from a letter from the Resident in Mysore to tiie G.O.C. 
Bangalore: — 

“The Durbar have asked that the warmest thanks may be 
conveyed to the G.O.C. for liis help in allowing a detacliment of 
Sappers and Miners to be so promptly sent to Mysore on the occasion 
of the breaking out of the recent fire at the Palace tliere, as well as to 
the O.C. the Q’ 0. S. & M. for the efieetual assistance rendered ]\v the 
detachment. The Dur])ar have further remarked that tlje exertions of 
both officers and men were unremitting, and that they did their diffi- 
cult work in a most satisfactory manner.” 

No- 2 company commenced wwk on the Mandalay-Kiinlon rail- 
way on 1st January, 18 miles from Blandaiay, moving on 4th March to 
camp 1 mile further on and 500' higher, and again on 16th to Thana- 
Iiya 7| miles farther on and 1000' higlier. The work%vas at first mainly 
rockcutting, but later some station buildings, and brick and stone 
arches w’ere undertaken. On 17th June, the rains having commenced, 
tlie company moved to Maymyo, returning to w’ork on the railway 
on 8th December at Daboya, 10 miles from Blaymyo. 

No. 4 company under Captain Wright and Lieut. Traill left Banga- 
lore on 15th August, mobilized for field sendee wdtli the Tirah Ex- 
peditionary ^ Force ; Rawal Pindi was reached on ::i3rd, and 
on that day Limits. H. G. Joly de Lotbiniere and B. H, Eooke joined 
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1397 to complGte field service strength. The company left Pindi by rail 
tor Kuslialgarh at midnight of lst-2nd Beptember, and whilst 
there, patrolled the bridge of boats day and niglit ; the approaches to 
the bridge were improved, a second bridge of boats constructed, 
togetlier with railway sidings, etc. Complete pack transport in lieu of 
draught was supplied to the company whilst at Kushalgarh. At^ 10-30 
p.m. on 21st September, orders were received to proceed to Sliinaiiri, 
and tiie company marched 2 hours’ later, Gumhat was reached at 8 a.m. 
on 22nd, and aftm a halt of 3 hours the march was continued to Koliat 
which was reached at 4 a.m. on 23rd ; 31 miles having been covered in 
27|- hours. Shinauri was reached at 6 p.m. on 27th, and up to i7th 
October the company was employed on the camp defences, and the 
roads back from camp to Kai, and forward to the Chagrii Kotal. 

On 18th October the company formed part of the left column 
under General Kempster in the attack on the Dargai Heights, %vork wns 
done on the road en route ; on 19th the baggage was reduced to light 
scale, and on 20th the company marched with the advanced guard' of 
the 4th Brigade, On arrival at the Chagru Kotal the road towards the 
Dargai Heights was improved through Mama Khan’s village during 
the action, the company bivouacked in the village that night, and 
moved to Korai)pa next day, and blew up some towers near the latter 
camp. Up to the 29th work was carried on on the road back to the 
Chagru Kotal, and on that day the company moved with the other 
Sappers and Pioneers of the force in rear of the Infantry in the attack 
on the Sampagha Pass; the company bivouacked at Mastura, and on 
30th worked on the track over the Sampagha Pass. On 31st the com- 
pany moved with the advanced guard of the 3rd Brigade at the taking 
of the Arhanga Pass, and immediately the pass had been secured work 
was commenced on the road there wdiich was very bad, bivouac in 
Maidan was reached late in the evening. From the 28th October to 
1st November when the baggage arrived, all ranks were without kits, 
and on short rations. Up to 2ist November, work was carried out on 
the road from the Arhanga Pass, on destroying tow^ers and houses, and 
in strengthing piquet defences, etc. On 9th November the company 
formed part of General Westmacott’s force in the reconnaissance of 
the Saran Sar. From i3th to 16th November, the company formed 
part of General Kempster’s force in the Waran valley, and was em- 
ployed on road work. On 21st November the company moved to camp 
Bagh, and on the 22nd formed a part of Generab Westmacott’s force in 
the reconnaissance to Dwatoi, moving with the advanced guard ; after 
bivouacking without kits for the night, the company returned to tlie 
defile next day, and camping there worked at the worst parts of the 
road till 24th when it returned to Bagh, working on the road en route. 
One Sapper was slightly wounded on 22nd. Up to eth December, the 
work consisted in strengthening piquet posts, road making, destroying 
houses, etc., and on 7th December the company marched with the 4th 
Brigade towards Dwatoi, and camped on their old ground in the defile 
for work on the road. The company moved to Dwatoi on 8th, and was 
employed on that day and the 9th in work about camp, and demolition 
of towers. From 10th to 14th the company formed a part of the 
advanced guard, during the march down the Bara valley. From 15th 
to 31st December, the company remained in camp with the 4th Brigade 
at Mamanb near Barkai, working on roads, bridges, piquet posts, and 
camp, etc. On iOth December Lieut. A. C. Scott joined the company 
to replace Lieut. Joly de Lotbiniere invalided from Maidan on 6th 
November, On 2oth December a draft of 28 N.C.O.sand Sappers joined 
the company. The company was on light scale, (20 lbs. kit, and 
no tents), from 19th October to I7th November, from 22nd to 24th 
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Noveniber, . and a^gain from 30tli November to' 1 9tli' December. The 1897. 
temperature at night constantly fell as- low as 12 F.' during the occup- 
ation of Maiclan and Bagh,-and the men stood the eoldj exposure^ and 
occasional spells of short rations, very well indeed. , Most of those 
invalided were men, who had contracted fever whilst at Kiislialgarh in , 
September, there was , only one case of pneumonia, and on.e of 
broneliitis. 

No. 5 company under Captain E. P. Johnson, with Lieuts. A. E. 
Winsloe, Yfatling, and Manley, .was throughout tl'ie year at Malakaiid, 
or with the Plalakand Field Force. During the first half of the 
year, the company was employed on buildings, defeiices, road work, 
and miscellaneous small works. On the night of 26th July, whilst 
Captain Johnson and Lieut. A, R, Winsloe wem on leave, llalakand 
camp was attacked, and severe fighting took place, as detailed in the 
despatches given below. Lieut. Watling in temporary command of 
the company, was wmunded early in the niglit, thus leaving Lieut. 
Manley in command. The casualties in the company were 

Killed — Sergeant F. B 3 rrne, R.E. and 2 Sappers. 

Wounded — Lieut. F. W. Watling, Jemadar Chimiasami, 4 N.C.O.s, 

17 Sappers, and 3 Followers. 

The company followers did excellent service in supplying the 
Sappers with ammunition during the fighting. The force was under 
orders to march at 3 a.m. that night, and 25 rifles and 12,000 rounds of 
ammunition were loaded on mules at the time the attack took place, 
as they were to be removed to the Fort for safe custody, before the 
company marched. During the attack these mules stampeded, and 
the riflevS and ammunition fell into the enemy’s hands, but some of the 
rifles w^ere sixbsecpiently recovered. Captain Johnson and Lieut. 
Winsloe rejoined as quickly as possible from leave. Fighting con- 
tinued every night, with desultory firing by day up to 2iid August. 

The company were hard at work every day repairing the defences, and 
at night had to line the parapet wall, w^hen one man in every three kept 
a look out for an hour at a time, whilst the others got what sleep they 
could under cover of the wall with firing going on. A heavy piece of 
work was the destruction without explosives of a serai, about 40 yards 
square with walls 15 feet high, which from its position about 100 yards 
in front of the abattis and walls gave cover to the enemy. 

On 1st of August Lieut. Burne replaced Lieut. Watling, and Lieut. 

W. Robertson who was present on telegraph duty gave much useful 
assistance with the company. 

On August 2nd, Lieut. Winsloe with Jemadar Murugesan and 50 
men formed part of the column which relieved Ohakdara, this detach- 
ment returned on 3rd, repairing two bridges en route, and Lieut. 
Winsloe was mentioned in Major-General Sir Bindon Blood’s depatches 
on these operations ; shortly after it moved to Amandara, where it was 
joined by Captain Johnson with the remainder of the company. On 
17th August the company moved with the 1st Brigade Malakand Field 
Force to the Upper Swat, and was present at the action of Laudakai 
on that day, when it was pushed forward to repair the Landakai Cause- 
way which had been damaged and obstructed by the enemy, and 
covered the advance of 3 squadrons of the Guides’ Cavalry, who 
advanced over the Causeway in pursuit. Up to 27th August, when 
the company returned to Lower Swat, the company was employed 
on the roads, in camp, foraging, and in , blowing up towers, etc. 
Captain Johnson was mentioned in Sir Bindon Blood’s despatches 
on these operations. The company remained at Chakdara till 30th 
December, when it marched on light scale of kit and without tents, 
with the H.L.I and a Battery to Inayat Kila. It returned to Malakand 


162 


1897. North Camp on 29tii October, and on the 22nd November joined the 
Utiiian Khel colufiin, retuming again to Malakand on 5th December. 
On 9tli December Lieiits. Burne and Manley took half the company to 
... Chakdara. 

Of the men wounded on 26th 1 N.O., 12 KC.O.s and men and 
2 followers were invalided^ and besides these, 49 N.C.O.s and men were 
invalided for disease. 

Cai>taio Johnson -was Field Engineer of the Malakand Brigade 
, ' from January to July 1897. 

Extract from letter No, 727 P dated 15-9-97 from A.G. in India to 
Secretary to Government of India M.D., and Despatches by Brig.-Gen. 
W. G. Meiklejohn, c.b., commanding Malakand Brigade (G.G.O. 1089 
^ of 1897) 

“ The C.dn-C. desires to draw attention to the success with which 
the first sudden attack of the tribesmen was promptly met and repulsed 

, , X X ' XX.. 

Sir George White wishes to express his entire concurrence with the 
remarks of Brigadier-General Meiklejohn, as regards the admirable 
behaviour of the troops during the defence of the Malakand. For five 
consecutive nights, large numbers of the enemy, led on by Mullahs, 
and strongly imbued with a spirit of fanaticism, attacked the position 
with determination, during wrhich time the troops had no rest or 
sleep. Each successive attack was met and repulsed with steadiness 
and success, x x x x x 

m ♦ # # # 

In the first rush the enemy succeeded in overpowering the piquet 
on the Graded road, and penetrated into the camp behind the 
enclosure in which were the camps of the Sappers and Miners, and 
Field Engineer Park, x x x x 

The central position, viz : the enclosure in which were the S. & M. 
camp, the commissariat godown, and the Field Engineer Park, was 
occupied by No. 5 company, Queen's Own” Sappers & Miners, x x x 
there were thus in the enclosure, No. 5 company Q. 0. S. & M. and turn 
companies 24th Panjab Infantry. The enemy having overpowered the 
piquet on the Abbott (Graded) road, got on to the high groiiiid in rear of 
the position, from which they kept up a heavy fire all night, periodically 
charging with great determination right up to the abattis, which was 
lined by the Sappers and Miners. Twice they penetrated, once 
capturing the Quarter Guard, in which was all the ammunition of the 
company. It was in trying to stop this charge that Lieut. Watling, 
temporarily in command of the company, was wounded by a man whom 
he ran through with his sword. The enemy overpowered the guard and 
for a time held the guard room, but were eventually driven out by a 
party of the 24th P.L and Sappers under Lieut. Climo. In the 
enclosure the fighting was very severe, for the enemy were on three 
sides of it, and fought with great determination, bringing a heavy cross 
fire on the defenders, and continually charging right up to the breast- 
works* 

X X X , . ■ ' X, , 

27th July. — At 8-30 p.m. the enemy attacked with their whole force 
all along the line, but were repulsed everywhere. The force wa.s 
disposed as follows: — In the centre, holding the top of the Graded 
road and the enclosures occupied by the Sappers’ Camp, Commissaiiat 
and Field Engineers Park 

31st Panjab Infantry. 

No. 5 company Q, 0. S. & M. 

The Guides. ‘ 

Two guns. 
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28 til July — During the day, desultory fi.re into the camp was going :|ggy 
on. Oil' the night of the' 28tli the ' attack was renewed with the same, ' 
energy as on the two^ previous nights,- and on all sides of the camp, the 
brunt of the fighting 'falling on the central position, and on the right 
flank. 

, 29th July. — During the day the Bazaar and Serai were levelled, 
trees were cleared away, abattis and breastworks strongthened, and in 
the evening large bonfires ivere lighted up in front of the central posi- 
tion, so that the enemy advancing by the Graded road to the attack, 
should be obliged to cross a light. The result was i hat the central 
position did not have such a severe time of it this night. It was 
known that the enemy had been largely reinforced during the day, and 
a vigorous attack was ' anticipated. It coiiimenced at 9-30 and was 
perhaps more vigorously and more fiercely pushed than on any 
previous night. It was principally delivered on the two flanks. At 2 
a.m. a tremendous assault was made, and at 2-30 a.m. suddenly ceased, 
and the enemy withdrew having been repulsed everywhere. 

30th July.— The attack was commenced again at 9-30 p.m., but 
there was not the same spirit in the fighting that there had been before. 

31st July.— No attack; only a certain amount of sniping.” 

1st August. — My troops having had a quiet night, and been able to 
get a little rest, I decided to try and relieve Chakdara at once, taking 
with me the 45th Sikhs, 24th P.L, Guides Cavalry and Infantry, the 
squadron XI B.L., and No. 5 company Q, G. Madras Sappers and 
Miners. 

X .X X , ' X X ' ' 

No. 5 company, Queen’s Own Madras Sappers and Miners. 

Lieut. A. R. Winsioe R.E., commanded the company, from the 
27tli July to the 1st August to my entire satisfaction. His services in 
strengthening the defences were invaluable. 

Lieut. F. W. Watiing R.E., was in command of the company in 
the absence of Captain Johnson on the 26th, and commanded it well 
until he was wounded in gallantly trying to resist a charge of the 
enemy. After Lieut. Watiing 'was wmunded, the command for the 
remainder of the night of the 26tli and till Lieut. Winsioe returned on 
the 27th devolved on Lieut E. N. Manley R.E. He performed his 
duties with great credit and afterwards was of great assistance, by ins 
zeal and exertions, to Lieut. Winsioe.” 

No. 6 company was at Secunderabad throughout the year; the 
re-building of the lines was continued. 

The Burma company reached Subkyet on 25tli January, and com- 
menced the track for the survey parties of the Mandalay Kunlon 
railway. 45 miles of this track, which followed the Salween River at an 
average height of 150^ above it, were completed by 24th April, and the 
company returned to Mandalay on the 28th May. 

During the 2nd half of the year, mule lines, harness rooms, and 
muleteers’ quarters were constructed, and the company school was 
completed. Two parties, each of 1 Havildar and 9 men moved out on 
1st December to erect pillars for the Chinese Boundary Commission. 

^^A” company- One telegraph section was employed with the 
Malakand Field Force, ^and one Printing, and one Photo Litho 
section were employed with the Tirah Expeditiona^ Force. 

On 17th August, orders were received to mobilize the Iield Park 
for seivice with the Tirah Expeditionary Force. On I9th 
Capt. Evans and the office establishment started for Calcutta to take ' 
over the stores from Fort William ; the remainder of the personnel left 
Bangalore on 20th for Rawal Pindi, the bulk of them having been 
engaged locally between the afternoon of 17th and the evening of 20th. 
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189T.' The Field Park from Kohat and'. Sliinauri supplied troops in the 
Kiirraiii and in Maidan up to the middle of Decembeivand then moved 
; . to Peshawar, and from there supplied the troops in the Bara Valley and 
the Khaibar. On tlie demobilization of the Tirah Expeditionary Force 
from 17-4-1898 the Field Park was retained with the Khaibar force. 
The expeiicliture incurred in payments and book transfers amounted 
to al)out 6 lakbs. Tlie Field Park returned to Bangalore in June 1898. 
Mr. Beader worked in a manner beyond all praise, and was favourably 
reported on by the C.E.E. of the Line of OommunicationSj and by Sir 
Power Palmer. 

Honours and Distinctions.— -The following were mentioned in 
Despatches : — 

Captain E. P. Johnson Lieut. J. R. Chancellor 

Lieut. A. R. Winsloe— twice „ F. W. Watling 

5 , W. Robertson „ E, N. Manley 

Captain U. \V. Evans Captain H. B. H. Wright 

Lieuts. A. R. Winsloe and J. R. Chancellor were awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order. 

Extract from G.O. Military Department, dated Fort William 14th 
January 1898 — 

No. 49. “The Governor-General in Council is pleased to sanction 
the admission to the 3rd class of the Order of Merit of tiie under- 
mentioned Native officers, N.C.O.s, and soldiers, with effect fi’om the 
dates given of the resx^ective acts oi gallantry detailed : — 

X X X X 

Subadar Ramasami, No. 5 company “Queen’s Own” Madras Sappers 
and Miners, for conspicuous gallantry and coolness under fire, at Mala- 
kand on 26th July 1897, and succeeding days, cGntrolling the fire of the 
company, and setting an excellent example on every occasion when 
the company were engaged with the enemy. 

No. 147)0, Naick Azliagiri, The “ Queen’s Own ” Madras Saj)pers and 
Miners, for conspicuous gallantry at Malakand, on tlie night of 26th 
July, when though wounded he came out of hospital to do duty, and 
was again severely wounded when joining his section. 

Dooly-Bearer Nallatambi, The Queen’s Own” Madras Sappers 
and Miners, for conspicuous gallantry at Malakand on the night of 
26th July 1897, in carrying ammunition under a heavy fire ffom the 
quarter guard to the Sappers lining the abattis. tie continued going 
backwards and forwards on this duty, until wounded by a shot in the 
hand.” 

Dooly-Bearer Nallatambi died in March the following year from 
disease following the wound he received at Malakand, and the Govern- 
ment of India sanctioned an “ Extraordinary Family Pension” for 
his widow, (M.D. No. 2601 F, dated 23-9-1898). 

Extract from G.O. No. 288, dated Fort William 1 6th March 1900: 

“ The Governor-General in India has much pleasure in announcing 
that Her Majesty the Queen Empress of India, has been graciously 
pleased to permit the Corps named below to bear upon their Colours 
and Ajppointments the honorary distinctions specified opposite to each, 
in commem oration of their gallant conduct and distinguished services 
during the operations on the N.W. Frontier of India in 1897-98 

The “ Queen’s Own ” Madras Sappers and Miners— 

“ PUNJAB FRONTIER “ MALAKAND “ TIRAH 

Precedence— G.G.O. 605, dated Simla, 4th June 1897:— The 
Governor-General in Council is. pleased to notify, that the several 
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regiments, battalions, and batteries- of the -Native Indian, Arin,T, shall 
in future, when acting together, take precedence among tliemselves in 
the following order : — 

^ CAYALEY. 

ARTILLERY. 

SAPPERS AND MINERS. 

The Queen’s Own” Madras Sappers and Miners. 

The Corps of Bengal Sappers and Minei’s. 

The Corps of Bombay Sappers and Miners. 

INFANTRY. “■ ■ 

Organisation. — An additional sweeper per service compafiy 
detailed for the Pi-eld army, was sanctioned as part of the peace 
establishment, from 1-4--1897 (G. of I. M.D. No. 383 C. dated 16-2-1897)/ 

R.E. W. and N.C.O.S— Under I.A.C. 202 of 1897, R.E. W. and 
N^C.O.s were made eligible for 12 months’ furlough, with a free 
passage, provided they had re-engaged and completed 7 years’ service 
m India ; this rule also applying to those serving beyond 21 years. A 
free passage was also sanctioned for their families, if specially 
permitted to accompany them. 

Designation, of Companies^—From 11-1-1897 the service 
com|)anies were called No. 1, No. 2, etc., and not 1st, 2iid, company. 
(C.O. 13 of 1897). 

Musketry .—Native officers were allowed to draw 60 rounds 
of revolver ammimition in lieu of rifle ammunition if preferred. 
(M.G.th 315 of 1897). 

Revised musketry regulations were introduced from 1-4-1897, 
the alterations from the 1892 regulations being that the 5 Rapid 
Volleys at 400 yards were replaced by 5 rounds fired Individually by 
word of command at 500 yards— only 5 volleys were fired at 600 
yards, and 5 rounds were to he fired at a range between 100 and 200 
yards at a moving target not exceeding 2" square— 3rd class shots to 
repeat all Individual Practices. 

The allowance of ammunition was — 


Individual ... 


' - 21 ■ 

Sectional 


20 

Moving ... 

# * • , 

'5 

Commandant’s allowance 


■50 ' . 

Regtl. or Brigade Field Firing ... 

• * » 

10' ■ 

Match shooting 


10 

Practice of bad shots 


4 

Total 


120 

Commandant’s allowance of 50 rounds was to 

be expended. 


5 rounds at a vanishing target. 

10 „ in an Attack Practice 

10 „ in Company Field Firing 

25 „ in the forther instruction of bad shots, etc. 

The improvement over the shooting in 1895-96 w^as — 


Individual 2 % 

Volleys 7 % 

Field Practices , 1 % 

The Corps results at the 1897 S.I.R.A. Meeting, were 

B.A.' — Hurry Scurry 1st and 2nd 

Hebbal Stakes . . ^2nd ■ 

Inter-regimental Revolver Team 1st 

Sportsman’s Contest 1st 
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1897. Jumping Johnny Stakes 2nd ' 

Zulu Stakes , 2nd 

Duty Officers’ Prize 1st 

Siirprise Stakes 1st and 2nd 

I.A. — Nursery Stakes, 200 yards 1st 

Dewan’s Prize 1st and 2nd 


E<luipiTient and Trades* — Signalling equipment was abolished 
for Sappers and Miners, (I.A.C. 8 of 1897), and Visual Signalling there- 
fore ceased to be a Sapper Trade. 

Instructional Workshops.— New forges were added, and a 
new sawpit commenced. The timber shed was being closed in. 

Trades.— At the end of 1897, 146 men had not passed in any 
trade, but of these 51 only were over 1| years’ service. 

Mules- — All transport mules in charge of the Corps at Bangalore 
were withdrawn for service in Tirah, etc., and these were never re- 
placed; companies thereafter only having 1st line mules in peace 
time. 

1898. Officers.— Lieut. Col. S. Grant arrived on 8th May 1898, and 

assumed command of the Corps on the following day. 

Captain C. Roe was placed on plague duty in Bangalore, under 
the orders of the Resident in Mysore, from 15-10-1898. 

Lieut. Howard continued to be attached to the No. 1 company 
of Bengal S. & M. for the whole year, first on the Tirah Expeditionary 
force, and afterwards with the Khaibar Brigade. 

Lieut. S. G. Loch joined the telegraph course on the 10th April. 

Employment.— Nos. 1 and 8 companies were at H.Q. throughout 
the year. 

No. 2 company was at work on the Mandalay-Kunlon railway up 
to lOth June, when it left Camp Waboye forThayetmyo, arriving there 
on 17tli June. Whilst employed on the railway the work was mostly 
rock cutting, and masonry bridges and culverts. During the time the 
company was on railway work, the men earned double the Govern- 
ment rates of working pay, and Rs. 4000 was put into the company 
fund. 

Up to 5th April No. 4 company was camped at Mamani in the 
Bara valley, and was employed mainly on bridging up to the 17th 
March, and thereafter on road work. The company left Mamani on 
5th April for Peshawar, and arrived there on 9th having halted 4 days 
en route at camp Ham Gudr. Lieuts. Rooke and Scott left the com- 
pany on 10th April, and on the 12th the company left Peshawar by 
mute inarcli for Malakand, arriving there on 18th. Lieut. Sandys 
joined the company on 18th, and 2nd-Lieut. Mathews joined it on 21st. 

From 18th April to 5th July the company was employed in 
completing some defensible barracks, and the Main Guard house in 
the Kotal enclosure. On 5th June 2nd- Lieut. Pollard Lo'vvsley 
joined the company vice 2nd-Lieut. Mathews transferred to plague 
duty. On 5th July the company, less No. 1 section, moved to Khar and 
camped there with the Swat moveable column. No. 1 section rejoined 
on 21st November, and on the 29th the company proceeded with the 
Swat Moveable Column to Chakdara, where they remained till 7th 
December, moving on that date with the Column to Camp Haibatgram. 
From 8th to 18th December the company was working at an 8' road 
round the Landakai spur, this road was 1| miles long, and most of 
the cutting was in rock. On 20th December the company returned 
with the Moveable Column to Khar. 

On 5th January No. 5 company marched from Dargai to Kasimeh, 
and on the 6th reached Sanghao and joined the Buncr Held 
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Force; on 8th the company %vas present at the attack ' of the i698. 
Tanga PasSj working on the path behind the K.W. Kent Regiment ^ 
the work was continued till dark by which time niost^ of the 1st 
Brigade, and a little baggage had passed. The company blTOuacked' 
on the work and coiitiniied at it for the next two days, except 
for ^ one section w'hich proceeded under Lieut. Manley to Katlang, 
to improve the road from there to%vards Rustam; the 'company 
moved to Rustam on 11th and joined the 2nd Brigade, working 
from the 13th to 17th on the Ambeyla Pass road, about six 
lulled up, and two miles down on the farther side; this entailed a long 
march each day to work, and on 16th the company bivouacked on the 
top of the pass with the Guides’ Infantry. On the 18th the company 
worked on the Buner Pass to enable the baggage of the 1st Brigade to 
pass, and on the 19th left for North Malakand, which was reached on 
27th. The company remained in North Malakand till lOtli February 
and then moved to Malakand. From lOtli February till 18th April the 
company worked on the defences of Malakand, and leaving there on 
the latter date they reached Bangalore on 2nd May. 

From 1st March to loth April, Captain Johnson was Field 
Engineer Malakand, and in charge of the new defence works, as well as 
all existing defences, buildings, water supply, roads, etc. 

No. 6 company was at Secunderabad throughout the year; the 
rebuilding of the lines 'was continued, and a sj^stem of drainage in the 
lines completed. 

At the commencement of the 3 ’^ear 20 men of the Burma company 
were with the Burma-China Boundary^ Commission, the remainder of 
the company being at Mandalay. Lieut. Loch with a detachment of 
93 of all ranks moved to Myingyam to dismantle wooden barracks 
etc., which were to be re-erected at Mandalay and Mayinyo. The 
N.I. Hospital and followers’ quarters were stored in Mandalay to 
be erected later as a Sapper Hospital; the other buildings were 
carted up to Maymyo, and on 6th April, Captain Heycock with 
130 of ail ranks commenced the re-erection at Maymyo, the company 
returning to Mandalay on 26th June on completion of the work. 

The j)arties with the Burma-China Boundary Commission rejoined 
in April and May. Work on the Sapper Hospital and Lines was 
carried on after the return of the company to Mandalay. One N.C.O. 
and 25 men left on 19th November to join the southern party of the 
Burma-China Boundaiy Commission, and a similar party left on the 
21st November to join the northern part of the commission. 

‘^A” company had a telegraph section under Lieut. Robertson 
employed on the Buner Field Force, and with the Malakand 
Brigade. 

Captain Johnson and Lieut. Robertson were mentioned in 
despatches in connection 'wdth the Buner Field Force. 

Organisation.—Under I.A.C 151 of 1898, the following changes 
were introduced A company commander to be either a Major, 
Captain, or a Subaltern ; the two Pontoon Sections in A ” company 
were abolished, reducing the Btrength of the company by 2 Indian 
officers, 2 B.N.C.O.s, and 72 N.G.O.s and men. This left the com- 
pany:— 


4 Telegraph 

2 Field Printing 

2 Field Lltlio 

Total. 

Sections. 

Br. Officers 

Sections. 

Sections. 

2 

B.N.G.O.S 4 

- A. 

4* 

12 

Havildars 4 

■ ■ ^ ■■ 


4 

Naicks 4 


«* * 

4 

Sappers 24 

6n 

8 

38 (t) 

(*) Increased to 8 by I.A.O. 

32 of- 1991. : (t> Increased to 10 by I.A.C. 32 of 1901. 
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1898 . and made the^ full strength of the Corps 
British Officers 
: R.E.W. and N.C.O. Staff 
E.E. N'.C.O.Sj 6 Service and ‘‘ B coys. 
Burma company 
„ A ’"company 

. Indian Officers 
Havildars . ' 

. , Naicks . . 

Sappers 

Buglers 

Driver Havildars 
„ Naicks 
Sapper Drivers 

Total Combatants 
Recruit and Pension Boys 
1st Line Equipment mules 


1238 (1240 ill 1901) 

16 


(1550 in 1901) 


Under A.G. in India No. 1689 E.E., dated 10-8-1898, this reduction 
was to be effected as soon as possible, by transfers to other companies 
and by reducing recruiting, until the absorbtion was completed. 

Under g.G.O. No. 7 of 1-1-1898, two Ward Orderlies were to be 
enlisted, or transferred from Sappers, to form part of the fixed 
establishment of the Corps. This number was increased to four by 
M.C.O, No. 132 of 8-8-1899, and subsequently to seven under M.C.O. 
401 of 8-7-1900, the number of Sappers being proportionately reduced. 

On 1-6-1898 Jemadar Munisami the last of the Madras I.O.s 
and N.C.O.s with the Burma company, took his pension, and the 
company was then entirely composed of Burmans, Karens, etc., as far 
as the Native ranks went. 

nusketry. — The improvement over the shooting in 1896-97 was ^ 

Individual 2% 

Collective, and Figure of Merit 6% 

but the percentage of the Field Practices was 1% lower. 

The following were the Corps successes in the 1898 SJ.R.A* 
Meeting: — 


B.A.- 

-Spencer Prize 

1st 


JSi .0.0. Revolver Team 

2nd 


Jumping Johnny 

1st 


Revolver Stakes 

1st ' , 


Zulu Stakes 

1st and 2nd 


Surprise Stakes 

1st, 2nd and 3rd 


N.C.O.s Revolver 

2nd 

I.A.- 

—Bugle Stakes 

gnd 


Duty Officers’ Prijse 

■1st. ■ 


Championship, 500 yards 

2nd 


do. 600 yards 

2nd 


Afghan Stakes 

1st 


Nursery Stakes, 200 yards 

1st 


Maharajah’s Pri?:e 

2nd 


Dewan’s Prize 

1st and 2nd 


Assault-at«Arms In the District Assault at Arms, held from* 
23rd to 25th March 1898, the Corps results were— 
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Tug of War , Isfc 

Gyiiiiiasticsj NoiiTiisteictors , . Srd 

Esealading ‘ - 1st 

Lance v. Bayonet ' .3rd' 

Sword V. Bayonet 3rd 

Bayonet a. Bayonet 1st and 3rd 

Tent Pitching and Loading , 2nd 

Tent Pegging, Class II. 1st, , 

Single-Stick for L Officers 1st 


Detachment for Nigeria. — In letter No. 946 B, dated 
tlie Government of India called for 20 volunteers from the Sappers and 
Miners for employment wdth the' Engineer co,mpany to be attached to 
the force to serve under the command of Ma.jor Liigard in the Niger 
Territories, to serve for three years from date of departure from India* 

The conditions offered were 

Pay — Haviidar, at £3 per mensem. 

Naick „ £2/5/0 „ „ 

Sapper £1/15/0,, . „ 

Wound and family pensions to be granted under Indian 
Eegiilations. 

Pree mtions from the date of leaving India till date of return. 

Free issue of kit — 3 khaki suits. 

2 pairs boots. 

2 puggris. 

1 blue jersey. 

2 pairs socks. 

One Naick and four Sappers left for England ma Tuticorin on 
3-5-1898, and one Haviidar, one Naick, and 13 Sappers left for England 
via Bombay on 22-0-1898. 

Two N.C.O.s and 15 Sappers returned in December, 1900; oiie 
N.C.O, and two Sappers having died in Nigeria. 

Extract from letter No. 65, dated Jebba, 14th May, 1900, from 
Brigadier-General Lugard to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

I forward herewith a letter addressed to me by Colonel Willcocks, 
C.M.G., D.S.O., Commandant, West African Frontier Force, relative to 
the services of the Madrassis wdio are now returning to India, and 
recommending seven of them to the special notice of the Lieutenant- 
General Commanding in Madras. 

I have the honour to endorse the remarks by Colonel Willcocks, 
and I trust the men may receive the promotion for wliieli he recom- 
mends them. The Q.O. Madras Sappers and Miners have been most 
useful here, and have liad to put up with very considerable hardships 
and the absence of many things which are most essential to them. 
Their conduct has been good, and their work has been highly spoken 
of by the officer commanding the Sapper Corps.” 

Extract from letter No. 34, dated Jebba, 30-4-1900, from Colonel J. 
Willcocks, C.M.G., D.S.O., Commandant, West African Frontier Force, 
to H.E. The High Commissioner, Northern Nigeria : — 

^^I bring to your notice the following N.C.O.s and men of the Q.O. 
Sappers and Miners attached to this force, and who are now about to 
return to India. I shall be glad if your Excellency will forward this 
letter on to tlie Right Honourable the Secretary of State for tlie Colonies, 
with any remarks you may wish to make, as I am strongly of opinion 
that the services of these men who have been serving so far from their 
homes, and who are the first natives of India who have ever reached 
the Niger, should be brought to the favourable consideration of the 
Government of India. Three of the 20 who came out originally have 
died, but this does not compare unfavourably witli the Europeans, and 
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1898/ tliese Sappei's have had no means of getting a change of climate by 
, invaliding or otherwise, I think' your Ex eoile! icy was fully justified in 
, , helieviiig that they would stand the climate fairly well. 

Haviidar Miinisami—A N.C.O. of excellent, character, very hard- 
working, intelligent, and well able to com- 
mand his men. I sincerely trust the author- 
ities in Madnis will see their way to pro- 
moting him to Havildar-Major for which I 
beg most strongly to recommend him. 

Laiice-HavildarMumsami-— Character very good, hard working and 
has been most useful. I recommend him 
for promotion to Haviidar, 

Lance-Naiek Eajendram— -Character very good, work most satis- 
factory, served in the expeteion to the Upper 
Kaduna Country. Eecommended for Naick. 

Lance-STaick Pazlianiandi— CJiaracter very good; work always well 
. done. , , ■ ■ 

Sapper Subbarayan— 'A plucky fellow, who though old, stuck to 
Ms duties throughout. 

Sapper Kuppiah — Has been most useful to the force, and worked 
very hard. 

Sapper Poiinen— -Exemplary character, good •workman, and veiy 

hard working. 

The above seven men are specially selected for mention, but I 
wvould add that nearly all have ■worked well under very difficult 
conditions, and fully maintained the credit of the Corps to which they 
. belong.” , 

Extract from letter No. , 17B2'' R.E. .dated 6-9-1900 from A. G-. in 
India to the L.G.C. Madras. ^ 

“ H.B. the C.-in-C. considers the report very creditable to the 
Q. 0. Sappers and Miners.” 

Haviidar Munisami and Naick Eajendram earned the ATest 
African medal ; and the 3 Sappers who were speciaily recommended, 
were allowed to reckon 2 years as qualifjdhg service for pension for 
every year spent in West Africa. 

Haviidar 1133 Munisami was appointed Colour Haviidar, and 
Sappers 1991 Rajendram and 1516 Pazhaniyandi were appointed 
Lance-Naicks, from 23-12-1900 in recognition of their services with the 
West African Frontier Force in Nigeria, (G.O. 38 of 1901, and 12 of 
1902). 

Whilst in England on the return journey to India, the detachment 
was taken up to Balmoral to see Her Majesty the Queen Empress, 
who said-— ‘H am very pleased to see you here, I am very fond of my 
Indian Army, and have watched with the greatest interest the 
excellent work they have been doing not only in Africa, but also in 
China,” 

Instruction and Workshops.— From 6th September the O.C. 

company took over complete charge of the Printing, Photo, 
Litho, Survey, and Telegraph Schools from the S. of I, 

The S. of I, took over the bulk of the Instructional work in trades, 
which had hitherto been carried out by the S. of P. 

A long open shed was walled in, giving 3782 square feet of storage 
for stores in charge of the S. of P. 

The portable engine in use in the workshops was condemned as 
unsafe by the Government Inspector. 

R.E. W. and N-C-O^s— Under I.A.C. 12 of 1898 the folloMng 
niling was sanctioned : — 
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When a medical board recommends that an E.E. W. or ¥.C.O», 
shoold accompany his invalid wife to England, he may 

(1) Take^ furlough or . special, leave 'up to 1 year, if tlie 
invaiiding is temporar}'. 

(2) Take furlough or leave, or revert to. the Home Establishment, 
in his R,E. rank, if the invaliding is permanent. 

Trades. — ^At the end of 1898 there were 27 men of over 1| years' 
service who had not passed in any trade. 

PIagiic«— On 12th October on a Corps parade, the men were 
strongly advised to be inoculated, and ' commencing on that day, 
nearly the whole of the Corps at Head-Quarters was done. The first 
case of plague^ in the lines occurred on the 24th-25th of that month- 
and on 15th November, it was decided to evacuate the lines ; all tents 
were used, 500 gypsy shelters were put up, and huts were constructed^ 
of any material available in the Park, so that by the end of the month 
there was sufficient accommodation on the parade ground for all the 
men and families at Head-Quarters, and the lines were practically 
deserted. The lines were thoroughly disinfected, and were reoccupied 
early in 1899. The actual number of deaths from plague in 1898 was 
Sappers 6, Followers 2, Families 6, 

In the latter half of November every available man at Head- 
Quarters was employed in erecting buildings in the two plague 
hospitals that were formed under the orders of the Resident in Mysore. 

Officers- — Capt. Roe returned from plague duty under the Res- 1899. 
ident in Mysore on 17tli August 1899 ; the following is an extract from 
the Report on the Outbreak of Plague in the C. and M. Station, Bang- 
alore, 1898-99 : — 

“ It was found necessary on the 11th November 1898 to appoint 
Captain Roe R.E., who had been previously em^doyed on disinfection 
work, as Chief Plague Officer, working directly under the Resident. 

The entire duty of providing men for the whole of the plague work in 
the Station, of procuring disinfectants and material, of organising a 
X'>roi>er staff for keeping registration and watch at the graveyards, of 
supervising the work of the Military officers employed on disinfection 
work, and of the Superintendents and Supervisors, and of supplying 
the numberless details, wants, and precautions of jdague organisation, 
fell on Captain Roe, and it was altogether due to his powers of admin- 
istration, and to his tact and untiring energy, that the plague organi- 
sation evolved so quickly from a condition of confusion, to one of high 
efficiency. The Resident is under a deep debt of gratitude to Captain 
Roe for services so successfully rendered at a very critical period.” 

Captain Roe subsequently received the Kaisar-i-Hind medal, for 
his services on plague duty. 

Employment — Nos. Bands companies were at Head-Quarters 
throughout the year, and No. 1 company until 9th December, when it 
moved to Secunderabad, reaching that place on 12tli idem. 

No. 2 company was at Thayetmyo throughout the year with the 
exception of 2 months in camp, it was employed mainly on private 
work, and on the upkeep of equipment. 

Half of No. 4 company moved on 1st February from Khar toMala- 
kand, returning on 24th March,- and the following <iay the'* eonipaiiy 
marched for Naoshera, whence it railed to Beeuiiderabad, arriving 
there on 11th April, and on 13th December it railed to Bangalore. Up 
to the end of March the company was continuously employed on road 
work. At Secunderabad, a party successfully salved a yacht that had 
sunk in the Husain Sugar Tank, and afterwards repaired the hull. 
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1899. .. . No. 6 conipany left.Seeimderabad on 9t Ii, March by rail for Nao- 

sliera, and inarched from there to Khar; the right half Qooipany 
moved to Malakand on 29th March, and was joined by the rest of the 
company on 15th May, From i st to 24th October the company formed 
part of the Supporting Column for the Chitral Reliefs. On 25tli 
October the company, less two sections which went to North Mala- 
kand, moved to Malakand, and the two sections rejoined at Malakand 
after repairing the range, etc., for the R.A. practice camp. The com- 
pany mo v^ed to Chakdara on 29th November, and remained there the 
rest of the year. At Malakand, Khar, and Chakdara, the following 
works were carried out: road work, blasting and levelling to form a 
glacis, a bathing tank, building, brickmaking, etc. 

Early in the year the Burma company completed the Sapper 
Hospital at Mandalay, and on 14th April marched to Maymyo for 
road work, returning to Mandalay on 1st June. The two detachments 
with the Burma China Boundary Commission rejoined at Mandalay, 
on 29tli May, and 30tli June. On 1st September half the company 
proceeded to Myingyan to dismantle wooden barracks that were re- 
cpiired at Mandalay, and they returned to Mandalay on 4th November. 
A mortuary and a bachelors’ mess were in course of construction in 
the lines of the company. During the heavy floods in November when 
the moat was breached, the company was employed in repairing 
breaches, and bridging gaps, etc. On 16th November, 25 men under a 
Havildar proceeded to join the Bumia China Boundary Commission. 

Lieut. Loch was on telegi'aph duty throughout the year with the 
section of A ” company in the Panjab. 

Musketry. — The course fired in 1898-99 shewed the following 
improvement over the previous year : — 

Individual 2 per cent. j Field Practices 1 per cent. 

The percentage of collective practices, and the Figure of Merit wms 
unaltered. 


The percentage of marksmen increased from 31 to 35, and that 
3rd class shots decreased from 8 to 5. 

The Corps successes in the 1899 S.I.R.A. Meeting w'ere 


of 


B.A.- 


“Hurry Scuriy 
C.-in-C.s Prize 


I.A.-^Unlimited Entry, 500 yards 
do. 700 „ 

Aggregate Prize 
Cliampionship 
Nursery Stakes, 200 „ 

Odewala Stakes 
Dewan’s Prize 
Revolver 


2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
1st 

1st and B.R.A. Medal 

3rd 

1st 

2nd 

1st 

2nd 


Organisation. — Under G. of L letter No. 3307 G.B. dated 
20-3-1899, to the A.G. in India, a Q.M.S. Instructor in Trades, and a 
Q.M.S. Instructor in Field Works were added to the Corps, appoint- 
ments that have proved very valuable in the instruction of the Corps. 

Under M.C.O. 685 of 17-11-1899 the establishment of Recruit and 
Pension Boys was reduced as follows : — 

Recruit Boys from 24 to 12 [ Pension Boys from 18 to 9. 

Lines.— The new lines on the Field Works ground progressed 
favourably during the year. The occupants of the old Pensioners’ 
Lines were bought out, and these lines pulled down, thereby 
giving more open space at the south end of the lines. A brick wall 
was built to cut off the lines from the strip of bazaar ] 3 dng between the 
lines and Cavalry Road, 


Equipment — All service companies had been provided by tiie 
.end of 1899 with the Marshall pattern kajawah for bars, and alf .new 
boxes mule w'ere manufactured ^vere of tlio leather-covered tin 
pattern. Tln> Saddle M.B. n.iodified was authorised for all equipment 
saddles. ' 


Instruction, Workshops, and Trades-“-“Under I.A.Ch 72 of 
IShhj the course of tele^japh instruction for British officers was in- 
creased from 18 months to 2 years. 

The wa3rk in the carpenters’ shop was inueli hampered by the w^ant . 
of an engine to replace the old one that had been condenmed: the 
previous year. 

Commencing with 1899, all men who were unable to qualify as 
tradesmen after three years’ instruction were permanently classed as 
labourers. At the end of the year there tvere 13 trained soldiers who 
had not qualified in a trade. 

On 1st May 1899j the following was laid down as the normal pro* 
portion of tradesmen in each service company : — (C.0. 175 of 1S99). 


Basket makers 

Bricklayers 

Brick.raa,kers 

Carpenters 

C bucklers 

Clerks 

Coopers 


6 

36 

12 

36 

3 

3 

3 


Farriers and Armourers 3 
Painters 3 

Sawyers 12 

Smiths 12 

Stonecutters 12 

Surveyors 6 

Tinsmiths 3 


1899. 


Dress. — From September 1899, a khaki great coat was introduced 
to supersede the old pattern of blue one. (G.O.C.C. 337 of 1899). 

A forage cap was introduced for the Burma company, to supersede 
the Goimgboung in full dress. 

Pay and Allowances. — Under LA.C. 151 of 1899, British officers 
and N.C.O.s serving with the Burma company were allowed Rs. 50 and 
Rs. 20 per mensem, extra allowance on passing the L.S. Burmese, in 
lieu of tiie usual reward for passing such examination, if preferred. 

Deserve. — Under I.A.C. 117 and 118 of 15-8-1899, a Reserve of 60 
was to be formed. 

Examinations- — All officers on the permanent establisliment of 
a Corps of Sappers and Miners, will, in future, be required to pass the 
lower standard in Urdu, or other language of the district in which they 
are serving, within 12 months of appointment, after which period they 
will receive no staff pay until qualified as above, unless specially ex- 
empted by the G. of I. Officers now serving who have passed the 
existing tests, will be regarded as duly qualified so long as they remain 
in their present appointments. (G.O.O.O. 496 of 1899). ^ 

Officers. — Lieut. G. Howard was employed as Embarking 

Officer at Madras from 15th August till 13th September 1900. 

2nd-Lieut. F. H. Busheil joined the telegraph course at Arnbala 
on 27th October 1900. 

Employment- — Nos. 2, 4, and 5 companies were at Head- 
Quarters throughout the year. 

No. 1 comp my was at Secunderabad throughout the year; the 
re-building of the lines was continued, and a tiie shed and hay shed 
were commenced, a number of trees were planted in the lines, and new 
mule lines were made. 


No. 3 company received orders for Field Service in China 
on 20th June, and left Bangalore on 6th July under Captain Tulloch 
with Lieut. E- G. Henderson and 2nd*Lieut. J . A. Garstin. Lieut, 
R. E. D. Goldingham joined in Calcutta on 13th July. The company 
embarked on the Sirsa on 13th July, and sailed the same afternoon, 
Taku was reached on 6th August, and there the company transhipped 
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1900. and went, up tlie river to Sinko on the 7th, and entraining there earl 5 r 
on the 8tli reached Tientsin that day. Whilst at Tientsin, half the 
, company under Lieut. Henderson moved to Hsi-ku and put the post 
in a state of defence ; Lieut. Goldingham and 21 N.C.O.s and men 
were employed in repairing the gates of a lock, and the reinainder 
of the company were employed on defensive works at Tientsin. 
At 3 a.m. on 16th August the company left Tientsin for Peitsang, 
taking 30 days’ rations and 150 rounds per man, wi tin orders to 
place all British posts on the Line of Communications in a state 
of defence, halting, if necessary, to do so. 

The posts at Peitsang, and Hosiwu were placed in a state of 
defence, and the left half company reached Pekin on 27th August, the 
right half company remaining at Tungchoii to repair the road. On 
30th August the left half company moved with a small force to seize 
the Tailway junction at Pengtai, and remained there till 7th September, 
putting the post in a state of defence, and building two small re- 
doubts at the railway station and an observatory 55' high for signalling 
communication with Pekin. On return to Pekin the company com- 
menced preparing quarters for the troops who were to winter in Pekin, 
and Captain Tulioch was appointed G.K. Tartar City; on 17th 
September the right half company arrived at Pekin, and Lieut. 
Henderson was appointed G.E. Temple of Heaven, and two sections of 
the company were quartered there, two sections were also sent to 
Tartar City Wtjst iinder Lieut. Gnldingham, 

Chinese workmen were employed under the supervision of the 
company, and at one time as many as 1200 of these were employed. 
The work consisted of: — Cleaning up houses, and general repairs, 
making fireplaces, building a shed 150' by 24Vwith 14 K.P, trusses, 
building a bakery, stables for between 1000 and 2000 mules, liospitals, 
etc. On 12th October Captain Tulloch and 2nd-Lieut. Garstin with 
half the company went with a Moveable Column to Paoting*fu, 
returning to Pekin on the 6th November; on the outward march there 
was little work for the company beyond making ramps at the camping 
grounds ; at Paoting-fu two temples were blown up with gimcotton and 
powder, and on the return march two more temples and the gate of a 
town were blown down and three villages destroyed by the company ; 
the return march was by a difierent route, and two rivers had to l3e 
crossed, the first about 50 yards broad was bridged with junks, and took 
the w^hole force with guns and A.T. Carts ; the second was 150 yards wide 
but fordable, the deepest part being 3' deep, the guns, Cavalry and 
ail animals forded the river, the other troops, baggage, and A.T. Carts 
were ferried over, taking about six hours. On 8th November, the 
company left Pekin, and reaching Tientsin on 14th, enteined next 
day for Sinho. On 16th they embarked on a river steamer, and 
transhipping to the Urlmut reached Shanghai on 23rd. The 
company disembarked on 24th, and marched to camp at Jessfield. 

Captain Tulloch handed over the company to Lieut. Goldingham on 
26th November, and embarked for England to join the Staff College. 
The company was employed thereafter in hutting themselves. 

In January 1900 No. 6 company was employed in draining and 
levelling some government ground near Chakdara Fort, and lost one 
man shot whilst on duty on night of 30-1-1900 ; at the commencement 
of February the company moved into Khar Camp, where there was 
little special work; on 12th May they moved up to Malakand, and 
remained there till 8th October, carrying out the following works : — 

Construction of a bathing tank ; remaking the road to the Gib- 
raltar piquets, about half the road was realigned and the remainder 
regraded and widened to 8' ; a site was prepared and enclosed with a 
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stone wall for tlie Head-Quarter camp ; the Buddhist road was repaired 
from, the Malakaiid to its junction with the Graded Road towards Kiiar^ 
and the glacis round the north wall of the Malakand Defences was 
.cleared, and all dead ground filled up. On 8th October the eoinpany 
moved to Chakchira as a part of. the Supporting Column for the Ciiitral 
Reliefs., and remained at Chakdara ti.ll the 29tli, wdien it returned to 
Khar in advance of the^Moveabie Column, and laid out a camp on. a 
fres.h site ; for the remainder of the 3 "ear the company was employed on. 
roadwork and defences. 

The detachment of 26 K.C.O.s and^men of the Burma company 
returned fro,m work with the Burma China Boundar}^" Commission on 
28th May, and their work and discipline tvere very favourably reported 
on by Major Saunders D.L.I. who was in charge of the escort. On' Ist 
March, owing to the threatening appearance of the Kachins, the garri- 
son of Myitkina was considerably increased, and Lieut. Hodgson pro- 
ceeded there with 50 men ; on arrival there two parties of 12 men each 
were sent out with two small columns to the hills to the east, the remain- 
der put Myitkina in a state of defence, and erected a stockade at the 
signalling station of Pongatong. The detachment returned to Manda- 
lay on 9th May. On 1st July work -was commenced on the District 
Staff Office wliich w^as made from an old company barrack that had 
been dismantled at Myingyan the preceding September, and this work 
was completed by the beginning of Decerabei*. Other works completed 
in Mandalay during tlie year were a mortuary, a hospital bath room, 
a bachelors’ mess, and a semi-permanent bridge over the moat at the 
rifle ranges, 2^30' long, 

‘‘ A” company provided a Printing Section and a Photo-Litho 
Section for Field Service in China | these sections proceeded 
’with No. 3 company to Pekin, and remained there when the company 
left for Shanghai. Lieut. S. G. Lochpwith 1 B.N.C.O. and 16 N.C.O.s 
and men started in June for telegraph work with the Field Force in 
China ; Lieut. S. G. Loch was appointed Assistant Field Engineer for 
Telegraphs on the Staff of the Field Force, and was placed in command 
of the Q. 0, S. & M. Telegraph Section from the 27-11-1900 in addition 
to his other duties. This telegraph section, with the exception of the 
B.N.C.G., was seconded from the Corps whilst employed in China. 
One B.N.C.O. proceeded in June with the G.R.E.s office for Field Service 
in China. Two N.C.O.s proceeded in June to join the Engineer Field 
Park on Field Service in China, and were seconded whilst so employed. 
Two Sappers also started in June for employment as ward orderlies in 
the Native General Bdeld Hospital in China, and were seconded. 

Honours and Distinctions.~-Tha following were mentioned in 
despatches for seiwice in China : — 

Captain J. A. S. Tulloch. 

Lieut. S. G. Loch. 

and Lieut. S. G. Loch received the Distinguished Service Order. 

Subadar Devasahayem received the 2nd class of the Order of 
British India as supernumerary to the establishment of the Order, for 
his good services in China. 

G.G.0. 276, dated 3-4-1^3. "Tire Governor-General in Council has 
much pleasure in announcing that His Majesty the King, Emperor of 
India, has been graciously pleased to' permit the following^ Corps to 
hear upon their Colours and Appointments,^ the lionorary distinctions 
specified below, in commemoration of their gallant conduct and dis- 
tinguished services during the operations in China in 1900. 

‘‘CHINA,” 1900. — “Queen’s Own” Madras Sappers and Miners. 

Organisation-— The appointment of two Lance-Havildars per 
company was sanctioned in April l^K)* 


178 ' 


10m ' ■ "Arms.— The Corps was rearmed with Lee Metford Mark I* rifles 

during the j^ear. 

■ Musketry— G.O.C.C. 320, ■ dated 19-5-1900, the musketry 
course laid down in 1897 was altered as follows: — 

The 3rd distance in the Individual practice was altered from 600 
yards to 700 yards. 

The 2nd period to consist of : — 

5 rounds, volleys, at 700 yards, lying 
5 „ independent, „ 500 yards, kneeling or sitting 

5 „ „ „ „ any military position, 

moving target. 

5 ,j mag, „ „ 200 yards, kneeling or sitting, 50 

seconds allowed. 

No. 6 company, being at Malakand, was allowed to carry out a 
special course. 

The results for the year 1899-00 were not quite so good as in the 
previous year, the deterioration being : — 

Individual, 1%. Sectional, 1%. Field Practices, 4%. 

The percentage of marksmen had risen from 35 to 36, but that of 
3rd class shots had also risen from 5 to 8. 

The Corps successes at the S.I.R.A. Meeting were 

B.A. — Duty OiBcers’ Prize ,,, 1st 

I.A. — Dewan’s Prize ... ... ... 1st and 3rd 

„ Revolver Prize ... ,,, ... 2nd 

„ Afghan Stakes ... ... 2nd 

„ Championship, 800 yards ... 1st 

AssauIt-at-Arms.— -In this the Corps came out considerably 
better than in the shooting line, winning as follows 

Tag of War... ... 1st and 2nd 

Escalading ... ... 1st 

Bayonet Tournament 1st and 2nd 

Tent Pitching ... '..r 1st 

Singlestick, British Officers ... 1st 

Singlestick, Indian Officers ... ... 1st 

Tent Pegging, Class II ... ... 1st 

Bayonet Lance ... 2nd and 3rd 

Bayonet -y. Sword (mounted)... ... 2nd and 3rd 
Bayonet Bayonet mt 3rd 

Equipment— During ioOO the issue of clasp knives from the 
arsenal to all men, as equipment, was sanctioned, the men receiving 
compensation for the knives already in their possession, which they 
had previously had to purchase as Clothing 

A special grant was allotted to equip each service company with 
two sets electrical firing apparatus. 

Under I.A.G. 139 of 1900 an extra tent was allowed for each 
Photo Litho section, so that the sub-sections could work separately 
on service if required. 

riulc3.— No. 5 company received its 1st line equipment mules in 
August 1900. 

Workshops, Instruction, and Trades*— A 6 (nominal) 12 
(brake) H.P. vertical single action stationary engine, with cross tube 
B.B. boiler was purchased at a cost of £180, and was fitted up in 
March 1900 ; it was in use for the remainder of the year with lathes 
and band and circular saws. 

200 running feet of the roof of the store shed was re-roofed, and 
the materials for the re-roofing of the remainder prepared. 

A portion of the Ulsur Rock was taken over from the M.W.S. 
for bridging, pontooning, etc. 
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At the end of 1900 there were ■ 19 trained .soldiers who had not laoi,, 
qualified in any trade, , , 

Lines. — Work was contimxed on the new lines on the Kcdd 
Works ground; and in the old lines at H.Q. 10.400 square feet were 
re-roofed with Mangalore tiles, replacing the old country tiles* 

At Mandalay the P.W.D. enlarged the arm-rack, and built two gun- ■ 
eottoii magazines, besides constructing a mule watering trougli ■with a, 
piped supply from the m.oat. 

Sanction w’as accorded to the provision of a 2nd Britis,h T>fiieer's 
quarter for the Burma company, and a scheme xvas drawn up for con- 
structing new lines .for the company; the old lines built in 1888 were 
not of a very permanent description to start with, and had become 
very dilapidated. The estimated cost of the newlines was a little 
under Rs. 30,000. 

Clothing. — Putties were introduced as an article of kit for the. 
men in July 1900. (C.O. 241 of 1900). 

Inspection and Control of Detached Companies and 
Sections. — In letter No. 1387 R.B. of 16-7-1900 Irom the . A.6. in ' 
India, to the Secretary to the Government of India, M.D., proposals were 
submitted for alterations in the rules under which detached 
companies and sections w^ere inspected and employed. It was pointed 
out that M.D. letter No. 132 C. of 15-1-1894 had negati-ved the 
proposal that detaclied companies should be inspected by Comman- 
dants of Corps, because the periodical inspection of the B.G. of M.W. 
should embrace detached companies, but that this had not been 
found to work well in practice, and it xvas proposed in future to 
delegate this duty to Chief Engineers of Commands. 

The proposals sent in xvere 

(1) . The Chief Engineer of the Command will make an annual 
inspection in technical matters of each detached company of Sapx>ers 
and Miners, and Submarine Mining Section wdthin the command. 

(2) . The C.R.E. is charged with the general control of the R.E., 
Sappers and Miners®*", and Submarine Mining Sections in his district. 

It is his duty to see that the several units and members of the 
Engineer Staff are employed to the best advantage, and that the 
artificers of Sapper and Miner companies are given every facility 
for practising their trades. 

He wall accompany the Chief Engineer of the Command during 
his inspection of Sapper and Miner Companies, and Submarine 
Mining Sections. 

And with these proposals the subjoined explanatory memo wms 
submitted. 

Sappee axb Miner Companies. 

1. DISCIPLINE. — The O.C. the comjiaiiy will remain responsible 
for the discipline and training of his company as heretofore, and 
he will continue to exercise the powers of a C.O. 

2. EMPLOYMENT ON WORKS.— It will be the duty of the G.R.l. 
to afford every facility to the junior officers for learning ordinary M.W. 
duties, designing, and estimating, etc., whenever they can be spared 
from their duties with the’ Sappers and Miners, the object in view 
being to employ them more Mly than has been the case hitherto, 
and to produce good all round men. Under A.RJ. Part. 1 Vol. 1 para. 

501 an allowance of Rs. 2 a day may in certain circumstances be 
given to officers so employed ; when passed, it is chargeable to works. 


^ Except at Rurki, Bangalore, and Kiafee, where this is otherwise provided for. 
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1900. S.'; THE ,O.R.E."— will also under the orders of the G.O.G. employ \ , 
Sappers' and Miners on small contract works, on making or .repairing, , 

/ barrack furniture, etc., so that .the artifice.rs may be given .every 
facility at practising their trades. This must not be allowed to 
interfere with the employment of the companies on fieldwork, or at 
mancBuvres, whenever they are required for such purposes. The 
C.B.E. will also afibrd any assistance he can, in instructing S. & M. 
in the construction of field works and such other military engineering 
operations, such as demolitions, etc., as may be possible. Where 
contracts cannot be arranged, the artificers, etc., can be given working 
pay debitable to the military estimates, and the latter be credited 
with the value of the work done at M.W. rates. 

4. INSPECTIONS.--The C.E, will be accompanied by the C.R.E. 
during his inspection of a company of S. & M. Special forms will be 
issued for his inspection reports to be prepared on, and his attention 
will be chiefly directed to the efficiency of the company for carrying 
out the works that will be required of it in the field, the state of its 
equipment, lines, workshops, mobilization stores, the arrangements for 
employing the company during peace, and suggestions for any 
improvements that in his opinion may be possible. 

5. LEAVE.—Under this system, when owing to the paucity of 
oflicers it is difficult for anyone to obtain the leave due to him, there 
will be no objection to a M.W. officer acting for a S. & M. officer, or 
vice versa, up to a limit of 8 months, provided this can be arranged to 
the satisfaction of the C.E. and the G.O.C., and that no question of 
pay is raised thereby. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE.^ — The present system under which an 
officer commanding a detached company corresponds direct with the 
Commandant of his Corps on certain subjects, will remain unaltered. 

These proposals were sanctioned in Letter No. 2964 M.W. dated 
12-9-1900, from the G. of I. Mily. Department, to the A.G. in Madras. 

Officers. — Lieut. P. D. Irvine was on Field Service in the 

1901. MAHSUD WAZIRISTAN blockade operations between November 
20th 1901 and January 10th 1902, He was in charge of a special 
party for blowing up towers and general demolitions. 

Employment — No. 1 company left Secunderabad on 14th 
January 1901 for employment on contract work on the Kushalgarh- 
K^ohat-Thall railway, and reached Kushalgarh on 24th, but when it 
arrived no arrangements had been made for the company to start 
%vork, and it was detained at Kushalgarh for a week, after which it 
marched to Camp Tilkan, 9| miles from Kushalgarh, and work on the 
railway was commenced on 2nd February. In the 7| months the com- 
pany was at Tilkan, the following work was carried out : — 

Excavation hard rock 420,464 c.f. 

„ mixed soil 10,779 

Embankment 207,392 

Concrete laid 2,006 

Masonry founds 60 

On 16th September the company marched for Gandiour, (10 miles 
east of Thall), and reaching there on 24th was employed till the end of 
the year on cuttings and embankments. 

No. 2 company Jeft Bangalore on 16th January for instructional 
roadmaking at Nandidroog, and on 13th March entrained at 
Dodballapiir for Khar. Naoshera was reached on 22nd, and Khar on 
26th ; from 1st October to 25th November the company joined the 
Swat Moveable Column at Chakdara, during the Chitral reliefs. 
During the hot weather a detachment of about 16 men was 


on tiie ]\Lilakarid Pa?s for work under the CJ:LE. ■ .The w*>]'k carried i 9 ;)i, 
out by the company consisted of :• — 

('oDstnicting and roofing two masonry tanks, to hold '^oOO gnl!oii<^ 
eoiisfriicting head works in- the hills, and laying 1| miius of |dpes to 
the tanks. 

Bridging, roadwork, and defences. 

Constructing a stike court, brickwork, lime plastered. 

Building fireplaces. 

, No. 3 company at the commencement of tlie 3 "ear was at Blianglinis , 
with the 2nd Brigade of the China Field Force, and was ernphiyod on 
ndncellaneoiis jobs under the Field Engineer. Captain ]\iarsliaU 
joined on 17th February from Bangalore, and took over tlie eonimand 
of lli(‘ company. On 13th April the company embarked for Weiladwc;!, 

Lieut, lleudersoii remaining at Slianghai to assist the Field Pingineor. 

Llie company reached Weibeiwei on 16th April and camped on 
Flag Staff 1 1 ill. At this place the company was employed on repairs 
to tlie landing stages and on road work. Thej^ embKirkecl again on 
6th June on the Qlp/agyle for India ; Madras was reacdied on 24tli 
June, and Secunderabad on 27th. 

the following is an extract from the final engineering report by 
the Brigadier-General E.E. : — 

“No. 3 company CL 0. S. & M. 

Bubadar Devasahayem, noted for carrying out his duties very 
thoroughly, and having self relianee.'' 

No. 4 company wars at Head-Quarters throiiglioiit the year. 

No. 5 company left Bangalore on 23rd January for work on the 
K-K-T railway, and arrived at Kushalgarli on 1st Februmy ; Camp 
Tilkaii was reached on 8th February, and during the remainder of tiio 
^^ear about 4 lakhs c.f. of cutting were completed, and of this most was 
run into embankments. During the liot w^eatlier the tenip>eratiu‘e in 
the tents ran up to Ho degrees. 

Whilst at Khar No. 6 company constructed a ride range, and 
fired the annual course on it ; the company left Kliar on 9th April for 
Bangalore, and remained at Head-Quarters for the remainder of the 
year. The company moved out into camp near Nandidroog for 
instructional roadmaking in the 1st week of November, and remained 
there till Christmas. 

On 8th Marcii the Burma eompan\’’ loft Ifandalay for Myitkina, 
wntli orders to proceed from there to clear the camping grounds at. 
the various Military Police Posts in the Kachiii Hills; wdien this 
work was finished the company returned to Myitkina, and was 
emplo 3 -ed tliere on improving the defences. The company returned 
to Mandalay on 6th June, having suftered very severely from fever 
during the latter ])arfc of the time at Myitkina. 

''A’' company — the telegraph section returned to Bangalore from 
China in August ; they erected a line from Tientsin to P<.*kin, opened 
about a dozen telegraph offices on the Lino of Communications, and 
maintained a telephone exchange office for the use of all Iwigados. 

They also laid a x^ermanent line from Taku to Tientsin and Ikdriii, 
distance 200 miles. Tlie following is an extract from the final 
engineering report by the Brigadier-General E.E. : — ‘‘Telegraph 
sections Q. 0. S. & M.—C.S.M, T. J. Keenan in indc^pendeiit charges, 
has done very good work for the telegraphs, Havildar Chiiiiiasami 
and Sapper Lazar are noticed for good work ” 

The following is an extract from a letter from tlie G.G.C. British 
Contingent, China Field Force, to the Adjutant-General m India 

‘‘ Telegraph section, Q. O. S. & M., No. 1776 Naick Kiipj^usami lias 
done his work particularly well/’ 
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ISOl, ‘ From Head-QiiarterSj 2 Havildars and 12 Rappers were employed 
in erecting a teleplioiie line to Sivasamiidiram for the Mysore 
Government,, wliicii wars carried out very satisfactorily. Tlie 
Printing Section returned from China on 2-8‘i901 ; during tlie "whole 
time it was on Bleid Service it wars attached to the Head-Quarter Stati 
of the British Contingent in China. The Photo-Li tho Section retiinied 
to Bangalore from China on 7th August 1901; during the wdiole tiine 
the section rvas ill China it wars attached to the Intelligence Branch of 
the British Contingent ; the follmving is an extract from the final 
engineering report by the Brigadier-General, R.E. : — 

‘‘Photo-Litho and Printing Sections, Q. O. S. & M. The followung 
are noticed for good work — Sergeant J. Shcdwell, Sergeant M. H. 
Leonard”^ 

Engineer Field Park — The following are noticed for good wmrk — 
Havildar Gnanaprakasam, Madras Sappers and Miners.” 

Musketry. — The annual course executed in 1900-01 shewed a 
considerable improvement over the previous year, due in to the 

course having been fired with the Lee-Metford rifle. 

Individual ■ 2 % better 
Sectional 4 % better 

Field Practices 6 % better 

Whilst the percentage of marksmen increased from 36 to 39, and 
tliat of third class shots decreased from 8 to 6. 

The course was altered from 1-4-1901, so as to consist of: — 

1st Period—lO rounds, 200 yards, standing 

30 „ 500 „ kneeling or sitting 

10 „ 800 „ lying 

24 points to be made at each distance, before proceed- 
ing to the next. 

Marksmen, 70 % 1st class 57 ?4, 2nd class 50 %. 

2nd Period— 5 volleys, at 800 yards, extended order, any mily. 

position. 

5rds. ind. 600 „ extended order, any mily. 

position. 

5 „ „ 500 „ extended order, any mily. 

position, moving target. 

5 „ mag. ind. at 300 yards, extended order, any 

mily. position, 50 seconds 
allowed. 


Ammunition allowed— 1st period 30 

2nd period 20 

Field Practices 70 

Total 120. 


Owung to Nos. 1 and 5 companies being employed on the K-K-T 
railway, no course was carried out by these companies dining 1901, 
No. 2 company carried out a modified course owing to the want of 
a rifle range at Malakand. No. 4 company at Bangalore carried 
out a special course. 

Tlie Corps results at the 1901 S.I.R.A. Meeting were 
J.A. — Cubbon Cup 2nd 

Ohdewala Stakes 3rd 

Dewan’s Prize 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

Sectional Stakes 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

Officers’ Contest, 200 and 500 yards 1st 

The British ranks were quite unsuccessful in this year. 

Equipment* — Under I.A.C. 107 of 1901, the powder carried by 
Service companies in their equipment was abolished, the electric 
firing apparatus being sanctioned in lieu. 


f 
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TliP tin box covered' wit'll leatlier was final I,y approved by tbc KH)!, 
C.-in-O. as the patteni for Boxes mule E,P, (A.G. in India iidl^r 
1720 Il.E., dated 5-S-1901). 

Ill October 1901., sets o'f aluminium cooking pots to be carried 
in tlie Iiai'ersaek were aj)]iroved, to supersede tlio old brass sets. 

Four pontooiis with superstructure were completed in the Corps 
Workshops, and four wagons were under construction. 

Instruction, Workshops, and Trades*“~XoB. 2 and 4 eoiniiaiiics 
spent two montlis at the beginning of tlie year in camp near Nandi- 
ilroGg in hill roadmaking ; 4&0' of 8' graded road were cut out in Jkl 
working clays, and a gracled alignment run out to the top of the liilL 
No. 6 company proceeded to Nandidroog for similar iiistriictioii in 
November and December. 

Tnstructiorial water supply plant to the value of Rs. 2000 was 
bought. 

The re-roofing of the store shed was completed at Head-Quarters. 

At tJic end of the year there were 10 trained soldiers who Iiad not 
c|iialified in any trade. 

riulcs and Organisation.— IMules for the 1st line equijunerit of 
a fifth comi>aiiy were received in Fehruaiy 1901, and Sapi^er Driv(‘r 
establishment for a fifth company was sanctioned under (If. of I. ^1- D 
letter 3384 B of 1 - 10 - 01 . 

Reserve. — At tlie end of 1901 the strengdli of the Reserve was 
37, the remaining 23 vacancies being re^rved for Telegraph Reservists,' 
for which voiiinteers were not fortliconiing. 

Lines. — -Tlie new lines at tlie F.W. Ground were coni|>leted except 
for one 2 ()-bed hk>ck of bachelors' barracks. 

Practically no work was done in 1901 on the lines at Secunderabad, 
owing to the alisence of the company on contract work on the 
K-K-T Railway. 

Sanction for the scheme for new lines for the Burma company was 
delayed imfortimately ; the lines had got into a worse state than ever, 
and needed constant and exiiensive repairs. 

Officers. — Colonel S. Grant handed over the command of the 1902 , 
Corps on 3 rd August, to take ui> the appointment of Olliciating ChitT 
Engineer, Bengal Command. Lieiit.-(I)ol. F. Gf. Bond C.B. assumed 
command on the 25th November. 

ISIajor B. B. Russell jiroceedecl to Burma on oth Novendier for 
special duty in selecting sites, and advising on the defence of Military 
Police Posts in Upper Buraia. 

Lieut, F. I). Irvine was appointed Adjutant R.E. of the Southern, 

Army for the Dehli Manceuvres. 

Lieut. F. H. Bushell was detailed for plague duty from 14tli 
November under the orders oftJio Resident in ^Mysore. 

Lieut. E. K. Molesworth was detailed for duty with the cani|) of 
H.E, the Governor of Madras at the Delhi camp, and left Bangalore on 
12th November. 

Crnployment* — Up to 7-2-1902, No. 1 company was emjdoyed on 
cuttings, enmankments etc., on the K-K-T Railway at Gandioiir; the 
company then marched to Gumbat, and for the next month was 
employed on erecting the girders, forty of 15^ span, of tlie Gaiidiali 
bridge, and in boring sleepers, etc., to prepare for jdatelaying. On 19th 
March work was commenced 011 the formation levrd for an 
Experimental Field Service line for animal traffic, and jjractice in 
laying tlie frames of this line was begun on 25th. On 1st A])ril Nos. 

1 "and 5 companies laid one mile on the straight in 2 hours 47 
minutes actual work, and 1' mile 1612 yards in 8 hours 2 minutes. 
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1902 . On 4tli 1 mile on the straight was laid in 2 hours 11 minutes. On 9th 
April the conipany marched to Kuslialgarlij and entraining there 
reael led Bangalore on 20th, 

No. 2 company remaiiied at Khar till 16tli April wlien it moved to 
Ohakdara for work on the Swat River bridge. On 14tli July tlie 
company moved up to a camp above Malakand fort and iNunained 
tiitve till the coneentration of the Chitral Supporting Colunm on 1st 
Oetolier, when it marched to Chakdara. On 16th October tlie company 
inarclied for Naoshera, and entraining there after a six days’ halt 
reached Ambala on 9th November, to take part in tlie Dellii 
Alanceiivres and Durbar Camp. During the year the follow work was 
carried out :-~steining well at Khar; roadwork at Khar, Cliakdara, 
Alalakaiid, and the Amandara Pass ; 120' suspension iiridge over tlie 
tail race at Chakdara; permanent retaining bimcls for tlie Swat River 
bridge, 12,982 S.P. of boulder revetment, and 28,90^1 S.F. of lioulder 
pitcdiing ; erecting a rum godown, and other miscellaneous building 
works ; and Lieut, Wagstaff and six Sappers supervised the erection of 
a 192' suspension bridge over the Panjkora River by sepoys and 
coolies. 

No. 3 company was at Secunderabad throughout tlie year; the 
re-buikling of the lines was completed, and various improvements in 
them were carried out, all drainage being inixirovecl, and a gram shed 
was erected for the M.W.S. 

No. 4 comiiany was at H.Q. throughout the year. 

Up to 21st January, No. 5 company was completing the cuttings 
and embankments on which it had been employed during the previmis 
year; from then till the 13th March, the company packed and lifted 
the 22 miles of line that had been laid by the B. S. & M. whilst from 
19th March, tlie company joined No. i company in work on the 
experimental light F.S. line, and thereafter returned to Bangalore with 
No. 1 company. 

At the end of March the Burma company marched to Maymyo, and 
after semi-permanently hutting itself, cleared the site for the proposed 
B.I. barracks. On 26th April a large body of men broke out of the 
camp, and made a very violent assault on the Civil Police in the 
Maymyo Bazaar; the case was tried by the Civil Aiitliorities, and 46 
men were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment and flogging, 
])iit on appeal, 17 of them were acquitted. 'The company returned to 
Mandalay at the end of June, and for some months recruiting was 
suspended, but orders were received before the end of the year to 
commence recruiting again. 

In November two Printing Sections of “ A” company proceeded to 
Ambala and Delhi respectively to join the Delhi Manoeuvres. 

Musketry. — As Nos. 1 and 5 companies had fired no musketry 
course in 01-02, they were allowed a double allotment of ammunition 
in 02-03. At the S.LR.A. Meeting, No. 5 company won all the com- 
pany tactical events. The 1st period of the annual course was altered 
in 1902, and was as follows : — 

7 rounds, at 200 yards, kneeling or sitting. Marksmen 78 points 

7 „ 500 ditto 1st Class 64 „ 

7 „ 800 lying 2nd „ 56 „ 

7 „ 200 standing 

16 points had to be made to qualify at each distance before a man 
was allowed to proceed to next distance. 

The allowance of ammxmition was 1st period 28 rounds 

2nd period 20 „ 

Field practices 72 „ 


Four 1 ‘otiiifl? at each distance to he fired with the use of cover aiicl of 
a iT>st. To (|iialify as a- marksman, a' man iiinst I’lave qualified at each 
distance, as well as liaving made 7S in the total. ■ 

Pnudoiis ]>ractice was allowed. ■■ 

TJie (V>r]>s results in the B.I.R.A. Meeting were : — 

B.A. — Officers' Revolver, rapid firing 1st 

Revolver Stakes. 20 yards 2nd 


„ 50 „ 2:nd 

Iiiter-reginiental revohxw team 1st 

I. A. — DewaiTs PrizCj , Ist, 2iid. 3rd and 4tli 

Sectional Firing, ' lstWd2iid , 

Goldsmitlrs Cup , 1st, 22 id, and 3rd 

Tlie Orr Cup 1st 

Officers’ Contest 2nd 

Championship 2nd 

Hebbal Cup, British and Indian Officers 1st 


Equipment,™ A complete set of farrier's tools was added to the 
company engineer equipment in lieu of some of the collar-makers’ and 
saddlers’ tools that tvere rarely used. 

The Frame Composing designed hy Captain F. W. Saunders, for 
Printing Sections was ap>proved by the C.-in-C. 

The four x^ontoon wagons commenced in 1901 'were completed, and 
four more pontoons and five more wagons were under construction. 

Aluminium crater bottles ^vere introduced to supersede the 
patterns of copper and zinc bottles then in use. 

Whistles were issued to Naicks, as well as Havildars, G.O.C.C. llfi, 
of 1892. 

Workshops, Instruction, and Trades. — ^Telephone lines were 
erected between the Quarter Guard, and the Field Works Ground, and 
also from the latter place to the S. of Is. office, a great economy of 
time and labour being effected thereby. A 600^ steel ropeway was 
erected as an instructional exercise. At the end of the year there were 
12 trained soldiers who had not passed in any trade. 

The orders for the course of telegraph instruction were amended 
under I. A.C. 5 of 1902; the course for officers which had been raised 
to two years in 1899, was again reduced to 18 months, one officer to he 
detailed from each Corps in turn. Three B.N.C.O’s. to undergo the 
two years’ course, one to be sxipplied from each Corps. 

No Indian ranks on the active list to be employed in the Tele- 
graph Department, hut men to be specially enlisted for the telegraph 
section, to serve three years only with the Colours, and then to be 
transferred to the Reserve ; the Telegraph Department guaranteeing 
to employed 24 of these Reservists up to the age of 55, providing they 
were fit and of good character. Such men were allowed to be enlisted 
at 2"^ less height than the standard for ordinary Sappers. 

Lines. — The re-building of the lines at Secunderabad was comple- 
ted, and a more sanitary system of drainage carried out there. A 
gram shed was also built there. The lines of the Burma company 
narrowly escaped destruction in April, a bachelors’ block w^as com- 
pletely burnt down, but the other blocks were all saved; the Govern- 
ment sanctioned full compensation for the block burnt. Sanction for 
the new lines at Mandalay still hung fire. 

lieserve.— Owing to the prevalence of plague in Bangalore, the 
Reserve had not been called up at all since its formation in 1899. The 
strength at the end of 1902, was 36 Sappers and 7 Sapper Drivers, the 
remaining 24 vacancies in the establishment of Sappers being 
reserved for the special telegraph reserve. At the beginning of 
October Major Russell proceeded to the Bombay Presidency to recruit 
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19C3. for the telegraph section, so as to be able to form the telegraph 
reserve, and 19 men thus recruited joined during October 

Under letter No. 1780 B. of 27-0'190:^ from the A.G. in India, a 
reserve of Sapper Drivers was sanctioned up to a limit of 18% of the 
Driver Establishment of the Corps, the Sappen* Driver Reservists to be 
iiicliided in the total strength of the reserve allowed for the Corps. 

Coronation Contingent.— Subadar Devasaliajem, Bahadur, and 
15 N.C.O.s and Sappers proceeded to England in May, with the Indian 
Coronation contingent. Subadar Devasaliat’-em received promotion 
from the 2nd to the 1st class in the order of British India from 1-1-03. 

Presidency Assault-at- Arms, Bangalore.— The Corps won the 
following events : — 

Escalading race, 1st in 1 minute 32 seconds; the time taken by 
the 2nd team w^as three minutes five seconds. 

Bayonet v. Bayonet, 1st 2nd and 3rd. 

Bayonet team combat, 2nd. 

Best man at arms, dismounted. 

Officers’ Singlestick, Lieut. F. D. Irvine, 1st. 

Tent Pitching, Striking, and Loading, 2nd. 

Order of Merit Race, 2nd and 3rd. 

Mules.— Equipment mules to complete the sixth service company 
w^ere received in September 1902, and those for the Burma company 
-were received in November 1902 ; but only S. and T. Corps scale of 
drivers was allowed for these companies. 

Employment. — No. 1 company was at Bangalore throughout the 

No. 2 compan}^ was present at the Delhi Durbar Camp, and moved 
to Bangalore in January. 

No. 3 company was at Secunderabad until November when it 
moved to Bangalore. 

No. 4 company left Bangalore on 19tli March 1903 for Sikkim, 
\mder Lieut. J. A. Garstin and Lieut. E. K. Molesworth, and reached 
Siiiguri on 26th, marching thence on 27th, Rimgpo was reached on 30th, 
and after halting two days for transport and supplies, the comiiany 
marched vico Pakyong to Singtam whicli was reached on 3rd April. 
Work was commenced on the Rungpo-Gantok road on 4th, and on 17tli 
Lieut. Molesworth w^as sent to trace out a new road from Dagego to 
Dikchu in the main Teesta valley, on the 24th the company received 
orders to move >so as to commence work on this new road, but was not 
able to move till 4tli May for want of transport, and on that day Lieut. 
Molesworth rejoined the company. 

On 2nd May 1 B.N.C.O. and 10 Sappers moved to a place about four 
miles below Gantok to erect a 50' bridge under the P.W.D,, and rejoined 
the company after 25 days’ work on the bridge. 

The company camped at Tokul, and started work on the Dagego- 
Dikclm road on 6th May, a 40' bridge was made with sal road bearers 
on masonry abutments, and a tension bridge of 135|’ span ; there was 
a large amount of rock cutting on this road, and one'had place, where 
landslips occurred, necessitated the road being eventually zigzagged 
over the top. The rain during July, .August, and Se])tembor interfered 
considerably with the work, and the men suffered a good deal from 
fever, for which the Teesta valley is notorious, at that time of year. At 
the end of May 1 Indian officer, 1 B.N.C.O. and 30 men moved onto 
the new Gantok road to put up a 105' suspension bridge wliich 







took 18 days iiicdiifling , getting out- the aiiekoi\ag^^ In Octobefj i&ca 
Government having decided to witlidratv the mission from Kliainbajoiig, 
and to smid it into the Cliiimhi valley -n*/:/, the Jalep La, the company 
moved to llonatong to repair the bridge there. AVhilst on the Gantok 
and Dikelui roads/the ccanpany iiad got out 520.045 e.f. of rock, and 
the same a mount of mixed soil, besides doing over 30/J00 c.f. of dry 
stone walling. 

The comj)any readied tlie Roratong bridge on the 25tli October ; a 
tem,porary trestle bridge was first, constructed so as not to stop the 
traffic whilst the old bridge, a cantilever one of 84' s|>an, was dismantled 
and rebuilt. The dismantling of the old bridge was commenced on 
2nd November, and the new bridge was opened for traffic on 12th. On 
ITtii the company moved six miles to Pakyong, and began to mobilize 
for the advance with the Thibet Frontier Mission Force. 
Pakyong was between 3000' and 4000' above Koratoiig, and the amount 
of fever in the company began to diminish at once with the higher 
altitude. On 26th November Captain Heycock arrived Lieut . 

Lewis ; half the company under Captain Heycock, with Lieut. 
Molesworth then moved to Gantok to work on a new road from that place 
into the Chiimbi valley, whilst the other half under Lieut. Garsiin with 
Lieut. Lewis moved to Rungpo, preparatory to joining the column that 
w’as to move into the Glmmbi valley via Grathong and the Jalep La. 

No. 5 company was at Bangalore till November when it moved 
to Secunderabad. 

No. 6 company was at Bangalore till September when it moved 
to Chitral, and for the remainder of the year was employed on minor 
repairs only. 

The Burma company was at Mandalay throughout the year, 
mainly employed on rebuilding the lines ; Lieut Forster with a detach- 
ment of 25 men proceeded to the Chinese frontier beyond the Kunlon 
Ferry in November, to build boundary pillars from there to Bhamo. 

An Engineer Field Park, under Major E. P. Johnson with 
Conductor H. T. Gasson, and a Printing Section proceeded to 
Somaliland on 17th and 19th August respectively, and remained 
there with the expedition tillJuly 1994. 

Organisation.T-Under LA.G. 29 of 1-4-1903, the following 
changes were made in the establishment of the Corps. 

The strength of British officers in ** A ” company was reduced to 
one, except when an officer of the Corps should be employed under 
instruction in the telegraph department ; a Ward Orderly was added 
to each Service company and to the Burma company, whilst B *’ 
company w^as reduced by 7 Sappers. ' This gave the following 
establishment: — 

Serv. Coy. ‘'A ^’Coy., ' , Burma Coy. 


Coy. Comdr, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Coy. Officer 

1 


1 

1 

B.N.C.O. 

2 

■G12' 

■ ' ■ 2 . . 

3 

Subadar 

1 

, - — ■ , ■ ■ 

-4". 1 

1 

Jemadar 

2 


2 

2 

Haviidar 



6 

6 

Naick 

10 

a: 

: 10 

10 

Sapper 

150 

40 

: 143 

150 

Bugler 

2 



2 




Ward Orel. 1 ' — 

Driver Hav. — 

Driver Xk. D" — 

Sapper J)i\ IS* ■ — 

Mules IS — 

Lascars ; 1 1 

Bliistis 2 1 

Sweepers 2 (t) 1 

Drivers . ^ 6 (?) — 

Cooks — . . — 

Extra Bliistis — — 

And tlie strength of the Corps as 
British Officers, Staff 4 
Coy. Commanders 9 

Cov. Officers 8§ 

... B, W. and N.C.O. Staff 5!i 

B.N.aO.s with Coys. 29 
Indian Officers 24 

Havildars 52 

Naicks 84 

Sappers 1232 


if recpiired | 

Buglers 16 

Mkird Orderlies 7 

Driver Havildars 5 

„ X^aieks 5 

Sapper Drivers 90 

Total 1571 

Recruit & Pension Boys 42 
Ecpiipinent Mules 126 


The detailed organisation of tlie Burma company was laid down as 
follows:™— 

Havildar. Naick. Sapper. N.O. B.N.C.O. Bugler. 
Rt.| f Xh). 1 Sect. 1 2 30 J 1 Subadar ) \ 


Rt.i I 
Coy. 1 

: Xo. 1 Sect. 1 2 

30 1 

1 Subadai* ) 

Xo. 2 Sect. 1 2 

80 ) 

1 Jemadar f 

Lt.i 1 

f Xo. 3 Sect. 1 2 

30 > 

1 Jeinadar ) 

Coy. 1 

! No. 4 Sect. 1 2 

30 J 

1 G. Havr. J 

Recruit or 1 ^ ^ 

Depot Section \ (Hav, Instr,) 

30 



Renaming of Corps, and Renumbering of Companies.—In 

October 1003 the name of the Corps was changed from Queen’s Own 
Xladras Sappers and Xlinex's, to 2nd Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners, 
but the precedence under which tlie Corps was senior to either of the 
other Sapper Corps in India was retained. (T.A.O. 181 of 1903). 

In December the comiianies were renumbered under I.A.O. 382 of 
1903, 

Ko, 1 Company to become No. 9 Company 


9 Company 
10 „ 

. : 3 j, . ■ . 11 ' „ 

d ; ■ , JJ " ■ ' l"^ , J7 ■ 

n ^ P ■ i., 13 . . ,, 

jj . . „ 14 „ 

Burma ,, „ 15 (Burma) Coy. 

Company 

rMl” “D” 

Musketry. — The annual course 'was revised so as to consist of 
1st Period, Part I. Deliberate Independent. 

7 rounds, 200 yards, Kneeling* or Sitting 
7 „ 500 „ do. 

7 „ 800 „ Lying 

7 „ 200 ,, Standing 

16 points to qualify at each distance before proceeding to the next. 

*For live companies only. tOne extra sweeper per service eoinpaiiy 
detailed for the Field Army, in peace time only. 

|For company not detailed for the Field Army. 

§ Or 9 when one is on telegi’aph course. 

11 One departmental, rising to Honorary Commissioned rank. 
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1st Period. 

5 rounds j 

0 rounds, 100 


Part 11. 

100 yards, any position, Taiiisliing H. and S. target 
exposed 4 seconds 

3 seconds allowed from croiicliiiig beliind 
cover, at fixed H. and S. target. 

200 yds. kneeling, vanishing H. & S, target exposed 4' 





seconds 

5 


150 „ 

any position. 

6 

5 ? 

200 „ 

do. 

5 

n 

200 „ 

do. 


moving target, 2 shots per run. ; 
vanishing H. and S. ■ targets in 
different places, 4 seconds expo- 
sure. 

Repetition of any practice in this part perinitted, and no qual- 
ifying points necessary. 

Marksman — 105 points, . of which 18 are in Part II., and must 
qualify at each distance in Part I, 

1st class — 85 points 
2nd dass~"75 points 

. 2nd period. , , 

5 rounds volleys between ' 800 & 1000 jds. any military position. 


yards, 
yards, 25 seconds 
do. 


yards, 

yards, 


do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


5 „ independent . 700 

5 ,, magazine do. 600 

5 „ do. do. 500' 

5 „ do. do. 400 

Ammunition allowed : — 

1st Period, Part I.— 28 rounds, 

1st Period, Part IL 81 

2iid Period, 25 . '■ 

Field Practices 36 

Total 120 . ■■ „ . 

Four rounds at each distance of Part I, to be fired with the use of 
cover and rest. 

The prize money granted by ;Goyenimeiit wns increased from 5 as., 
to 10 as. per man. (G.O.C.C., 420 of 1"6”1903.) 

In the S.I.R.A. Meeting, the Corps.. did not do as well in 1903 as " 
usual; the following successes being- scored : — 

I. A. — Bangalore Brewery -Prize 1st and 2nd 

Sectional Firing Stakes . -. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, /' 

Goldsmitlfs Cup ' 1st and 2nd 

As 5 ault-at-Arms. — The following were the Corps results . 
Gymnastics, non-instructors" ' ■■■' 2rid 

Escaladiiig, winning time .1- minute :51 secs. 1st and 2nd 
Bayonet v. Lance 
Bayonet v. Sword 
Bayonet v. Bayonet ^ 

Tent Pitching, Striking, and Loading ■ 

Order of Merit race 
Singlestick, B. Officers 
1 Mile Race 


1st and 3rd 
2nd 

2iid and 3rd 
1st and 2iid 
1st and 3rti 
1st , . . 

1st, 2nd and 3rd 


•| Mile Race 


I Mile Race 
100 yards Race 
120 yards Hurdle Race 
High Jump 
Long Jump 
Obstacle Race 

Equipment —The following telegraph equipment was sanctioned 
by LA. C.3of 1903:— 


1st, 2nd and 3rd 
1 st, 2nd and 3rd 
1st and 2nd 
1st and 8rd 
Ist and 3rd 
2iid , 

1st, 2nd and 3rd 
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BOS. ^ Five miles of permanent line 

' Five miles of semi-permanent line 

Twenty miles of light aerial line 

Fqmpment for 4 telegraph offices, and telephone circuit. 

Instruction and Trades—Regimental Tours for officers, both 
British and Indian, were started from September 1903, these had not 
hitherto been carried out in the Corps. 

During 1903 the following instructional classes were started : — 

Tmdes Class ”~to consist of 48 N.C.O.s and men usually 8 from 
each service company, to be placed entirely at the disposal of the 
S. ofl. with a view to their becoming efficient instructors in their 
trades. The men detailed to be relieved of all guard duty on working 
days, and to attend only certain specified drills.^ The course to be 
usually for one year, but the S. of I, to extend it in special cases 
to a Slid year. (C.O. 20 of 1903, and 29 of 1904). 

Special Field Works Class — to consist of from 2 to 4 KhC.O's. 
and men from each company at Head-Quarters to be trained as 
Instructors. The men detailed to be relieved of all guard duties on 
working days, but to attend all drills. (C.O, 21 of 1903). 

Havildar Instructors in future only to be appointed if they have 
passed with credit both the Trades and Field Works Classes, special 
exceptions being made if necessary. (C.O. 22 of 1903). 

'SSurvey Class ” — to consist of 1 N.C.O. and 5 men from each 
company, to be formed annually, and to last Usually for 9 months; 
the men detailed to be on the same footing as regards drill and 
duty as those on the Special Keld Works Class. (C.O. 46 and 91 of 
1903). Altered to 3 N.C.O.s or men in March, 1905. 

Preliminary Trades Class” — to consist of all men who have been 
posted to Service Companies at Head-Quarters but have neither passed 
in a trade, not been permanently classified as labourers, such men to 
be available for all duties. Similar classes to be formed in companies 
on detachment when feasible. (C.O. 288 of 1903). 

The annual field works course for service companies was laid down 


as follows:— days 

Laying out tools, extending working parties, 

shelter pits, gun pits, etc. 2"^ 

Hasty field defences^ stockades, and splinter proofs 2^ 

Obstacles 2 

Gabions, fascines, and hurdles 2 "^ 

Revetments 1* 

Hasty field redoubt 2* 

Magazine 1^ 

Blockhouse 3 

Mining, platforms, and well sinking 2* t 

Knotting, use of spars, trestle and frame bridges 5^ 

Light bamboo bridges 1 

Suspension and tension bridges 14 

Pile driving, and pier making, in water 6 

Trestle and crib work 2 '^ 

Hutting 1**^ 

Pontooning and rowing 6 

Escalading 1 

Demolitions 

Charcoal burning ] * f 

Railway course 6**^ 

Boring and blasting 2 

Total ■ '■ ' ' 63 
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. The company will not be struck off duty whilst on the course. 
Sapper artificers and trades class men will only join for special work^ 
such as suspension bridges. One company each year will be detailed 
tor an extended course of 30 days on railways, and will not do the 
items marked (*) that year. The items marked (t) can be carried out 
concurrently with the remainder of the course, so that the course will 
not exceed 60 -working days. The above is a general guide only for 
€ompaiay Commanders who will arrange the actual course to' be carried' 
out each year, in communication with the S. of I. (G.O. 292 of 1903). 

B.N.C.O.S on first joining' the Corps will undergo a general instruc- 
tional course on the following lines : — (C.0. 300 of 1903). 


Scales 

Carpenter’s, sawyer’s, painter’s, and wheelwright’s work 
Smith’s, farrier’s, tinsmith’s, and engine driver’s work 
Briekmaker’s work 
Bricklayer’s work 

Quarrying, stonecutting, boring and blasting 

Burning charcoal, and saddler’s work 

Preparation of projects, working drawings, estimating 

Storekeeping 

Total 


B days. 
20 
19 
7 
7 
4 
2 

26 
2 
90 


n 

n 

If 

J5 

iy 

?? 

P 


Prom 11 - 0 - 1 908, the old system under which Surveyors were rated 
lis 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Grade, and drew extra pay, vis : — 

Sapper Naick Havildar 

1st grade 1 As. per diem ... 

2nd „ 2 „ „ 1 As. per diem ... 

3rd „ 3 „ „ 2 „ „ 1 As. per diem 

in addition to their working pay, was abolished, and all men pass- 
ing in Survey in future were to receive working pay in the same 
manner as if passed in any other trade. Men who had already passed 
under the old rules were to be examined yearly to see that they were 
■still up to the Grade in which they were rated, in order to draw the 
allowance. (C O. 148 of 1903). 

The normal proportion of trades per service company was altered 
to the following (GO. 217 of 1903). 


Armourers 3 

Basketmakers 3 

Bricklayers and stonemasons 32 

Brickmakers 16 

Carpenters 36 


of whom at least 12 should he 
trained as stonecutters. 

of whom at least 4 should he 
trained as wheelwrights, and 2 
as. coopers. 


Chucklers 4 

Clerks and surveyors , 8 

'■ Painters 4 

Sawyers 12 

Smiths 24 

Tinsmiths 4 - 

Engine drivers 4 

Total 150 Sappers. 

The following normal scale of tradesmen was approved by the 
C.-in-C. for the Burma company : — (C.O. 264 of 1903). 

Carpenters 60 

Sawyers 24 

Smiths and fitters 30 




IBO 


1908* " •Tinsmiths 6 

Bricklayers 28' 

■' Brickmakers ' ■4 

'Cliucklers 4 

Painters 6 

Clerks and siuTeyers 6 

Total 168. 


At the end of the year 1903 there were 12 trained soldiers who had 
not qualified in any trade. 

The following circular on the instruction of all ranks was issued 
by the Comniandant in April 1903. 

Biiring the summer months, from the 1st April until the 1st 
October, the following will be the course of instruction for officers at 
Head-Quarters. 

The early morning on Friday will be devoted, as at present, to 
company driils and exercises. 

From 10-30 a.m. to 11-30 a.m. every Friday there will be instruction 
for British Officers in the Indian Officers' Club. 

This time will he given to (a) Begimental Duties (h) “ Military 
Law ” and (c) “ Organisation.’’ 

The Commandant will iisually take (a) and (b) and tlie 2iid in 
Command (c). 

2. On Saturdays, there will always be a tactical exercise with 
opposing forces in the field, unless the weather is unsuitable. 

The orders for these exercises will he framed by each officer in turn. 

These exercises will, as a rule, occupy from one to two hours, and 
will he utilized as opportunities for regular reconnaissances by officers. 
On the completion of the exercise the"^^^ cease fire”, “ officers call” and 
retire ” will sound, and the companies will at once march home under 
the senior Indian officers, British Non-commissioned officers falling 
out. The British officers will join the Commandant wlio will deliver a 
short lecture on the spot, with an appreciation of the morning exercise. 

On return to the lines, the Commandant will also see the Indian 
officers, and give them a short instruction. 

The exercises will include 

(a) . Movements as in the field, with a proper service of security, 

(b) . Scouting before attack and defence, 

(c) . Eeconnaissance. 

id). Attack and defence of a position. 

(e). Dispositions of earthworks in attack and defence. 

(/). Methods of i>assing defiles and rivers. 

(g). Advanced and rear guards with opposing forces. 

(A). Attack and defence of bridges. 

(?). Attack and defence of villages and enclosures. 

(J). Outposts (day and night). 

(A*). Protection and attack of convoys. 

(l) , Selection of camping grounds, disposition of force in camp, 

aud attack of camps. 

(m) . Any other exercise thought desirable by the Commandant. 

The company drills on Fridays should be made the opportunity of 

giving every Indian officer and Non-commissioned officers personal 
responsibility, and of supervising and correcting faults. 

3. Special lectures will be given from time to time, generally once 
a month, at wdiich all officers (British and Indian), British Non- 
commissioned officers, and as many Indian N.C.O.s and men as can 
understand English, and can be spared, will attend. 

These lectures will always be followed by discussions, and will 
usually take place in the afternoons or evenings. 
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4. Daring tlie drill season the . same allotments of time for drills 190». 
and f‘xerei sc ‘s wiilj3e eontiniiedj wheiierer there are no special orders 
for garrison exercises, and when special courses permit. 

S]H'^cial leetui’cs will not be given during the drill season, hut the 
2nd-in-Coiuiiiand will occasionaily examine officers in Military Law and 
Organisation, and will issue printed instriietioii papers of "questions 
and answers to all officers. 

The Commandant's Saturday mstriiction to 'British officers 
(after exercises iii the field), and to Indian offic^n^s in barraekSy .will 
be given as usual in the drill season, whenever possible. 

Library, — A Corps Professional Library was started in June 1903 
to eonsist of both, military and engineering books, the Coinmandaiit 
sanctioning a grant of Rs. 600, and an annual allowance froiii workshop 
funds, for tills purpose. 

Dress.— The badges of rank of Havildars were altered under 
G.O.C.C. 190 of 1903, to~™ 

Colour n,a.vildar~“3 bar'clievron with grenade and crown in gold, 
on a red ground. 

Havildars—Tlie same witliout the crown. 

In September 1903, shoulder badges of “ Q. O. S. & M.'’ were taken 
into use liv all Indian Ranks, in Khaki. 

Lines.— An advance of Rs. 20,000 %vas received from Government 
to eiialdc:^ tlie Cor]>s to build new lines for No. 15 company at 
Mandalay, and the Iniilding was commenced early in tlie year. 

Pay, Allowances, and Clothing.— Compensation in lieu of 
Khaki Glothing was abolished for those enlisted after 31-12-1903, by 
I. A.O. 384 of 1903. 

Arms. — No. 15 (Burma) company received M.L.E. rifles during 
February 1903 in place of the M.L M. 

Officers. — Lieut.-Colonel F. G. Bond, c.b., left the Corps on 6th 
May, to take up the appointment of A.Q.M.CL of tlie Panjab command. 

Lieut. J. A. Garst in was killed in the breach, whilst leading tlie 
assaulting column on Palla village near Gyantse on 26t[i May. 

Honours and Distinctions.— Extract from the Gazette of 
India, Military Department, Simla, 3~6-1904:-— 

^ ^ ^ Jif ' % 

London Gazette, No, 513, the following extracts are published for 
general information : — 

His iMajesty has been pleased to approve of the following ajqioint- 
ments to regiments of the Indian Ann\a 

Honorarv Colonels to be Colonels-imCMef 

2n(l Queen’s Oivn >Sappers and Miners — HIS MAJESTY THE 
KING. 

. * »: * • * 

To bo Honorarj' Colonels 

2nd Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners— General Sir H. N. D. 
Prendergast-, v.c., o c.b., R.E. 

and the following letter was received from General Frendergast : — 

Ricdiinond, 

ISth May 1904. 

My Dear Colonel, 

You are aware that in last weei's Gazette it is announced that 
the King is Colonel-in-Chief, and I am appointed Honorary Colonel 
of the 2nd Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners. 

I am much gratified at the compliment paid to the Corps by the 
King, and I feel lionoured in being again connected with a Corps in 
which I served for many years. 1 trust that you will notify to the oHieers 
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1 ' 904 ., and men of tlie Corps my satisfaction in being again associated with 
them. I am sending a bowl as a present to the officers, and I have 
written to express the gratitude of the “Queen’s Own” to His Majesty 
for becoming Coionel-in-Chief, and send you a copy of my letter. I 
hope that these will be generally approved. With best wishes for the 
iionoiir and glory and welfare of the Corps. 

I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 

H. N. D. PEENDERGAST, 

From General Sir H. N. D. Prendergast, v.c., g.c.b., E.E. 

Heron Court, Richmond, Surrey. 

18th May 1904. 

Dear Lord Knollys 

The 2nd Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners are deeply sensible of 
the honour His Majesty lias conferred upon the Corps in becoming 
their Colonel-in-Chief, and humbly thank His Majesty for his gracious 
act. May I beg you to submit the expression of their gratitude to 
His Imperial Majesty the King. 

I am, Yours faithfully, 

H. N. D. PREMDERGAST, General. 

Honorary Colonel, 2nd Queen’s Own Sappers and Miners. 

Windsor Castle, 

25th May 1904. 

Dear Sir Henry Prendergast, 

I have had the honour of submitting your letter to the King, and 
I am commanded to inform you in reply, that His Majesty has had 
much pleasure in becoming the Colonel-in~Chief of the Queen’s Omi 
Sappers and Miners. 

Believe me, Yours, 
KNOLLYS. 

Employmenl."—Nos. 9, 10, and 11 companies were at Heacl- 
Quarters throughout the year, but 1 section of No. 9 company 
proceeded to Chitral in September. 

On 1st January, No. 12 company ivas employed as follows : — 

Half a company was on roadwork at Chumbi, less a detachment 
under Lieut. Lewis which had accompanied the first advance to Tuna ; 
the other half company was in camp near G-antok at work on the 
Gantok-Lagiap road. Lieut. Birney had joined the company on 28tli 
December J9U3, and Lieut. Molesworth being supernumerary to the 
strength of the company, left for Bangalore on the 20th January. 
On 29th January the Left Sappers arrived at Chumbi for work on the 
Chumbi" Rinchingong road, whilst the Right Sappers moved to 
Lingmatham for road-work there. On 6th February, work was com- 
menced on the Siipply Godowns at Chumbi, and a week later the 
bulk of the Right Sappers moved to Chumbi to assist. 

On 21st February the company moved to Langram to improve the 
road between Yatung, and the Jalep La. On 3rd March, the company 
commenced to widen the road between Champethang and Rinchingong 
to 6', and after 16th April the company moved to work on the road 
between Lingmatham and Gautsa. On 16th May, Lieut. Garstin with 
20 men joined a mixed half company under Captain Sheppard, and 
proceeded to Gyantse, and the former was killed in the attack of Palla 
village on 26th May. General Macdonald said of him — “ He was a most 
gallant ofiffcer, and had done first rate work all through in Sikkim and 
Thibet”. Lieut. Birney took his place, and he and the detachment 
were present at the operations round Gyantse and at the taking of the 
Jong. On 27th May the company returned to Chumbi for work on the 
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B* and X. Field Hospitak. On 20tli June they were employed on t!ie iqch 
road lietweeii Ijingniatiiam and Gaiitsa, but half a compari 3 ' was de- 
t a idled under Lieut. Lewis on 28t.h to do garrison dut}" at idiari. Lieut. 
!\loli‘swortli rejoined the company on 22nd June. , On 18th July 1 1.0. 
and 20 iiieiiieft Pliari to join the detachment at Gyantse, and the rest 
of the company moved to Gautsa for work on the road there. Tlio 
(iyaiitse defaehnient rejoined on the oth Septemlier, they had assisted 
in demolishing the Jong there, had built a liospi tab and repaired a 
bridge. On IStii September orders were received to retuni^ to 
Bangalore wdiicli was reached on 6tli October. Lieuts. Lewis and 
Birney left the company at Siliguri on 1st October. 

Major C. H. Heycock was mentioned in despatches. 

Xo, • 13 company was at Secunderabad tiiroiigliout the year; a 
permanent kiln was built, and about a lakh and a half of bri<*ks were 
burnt; the, target store was re-roofed; and the company was also 
employed on eleari.ng rock near the Entrencliment, and "in making 
alioiit 1000 y^ards of a riding road, that entailed a good deal of 
blasting. 

At' the commeneement of the ^^ear, Xo. 14 company was at Drosh, 
with one section at Chitrai ; during January and February, the.v 
were employed on buildings at both places ; during March and a part 
of April the Thishi-kuh suspension bridge was dismantled (the bridge 
was 370' span), one of its trestles which had slipped '^vas hauled back 
and the bridge re-erected with additional windguys. The upper bridge 
on the Shishi-kiih, a cantilever of 40' span, was also repaired. A wire 
tramway of 600' was thrown across the Chitrai Eiver in April. On loth 
April the company moved into camp, the section from Chitrai rejoining, 
and worked on the diversions of the Cliitrai-Lawarai road, this 
necessitated some heavy rock cutting, a bridge of 50 span with 3 
masonry piers, and 3 smaller bridges. On 25th August the company 
returned to Drosh and on 6th September, a party under iieut. F. H. 
Bushell moved up to Mastuj to repair suspension bridges at Sanoghar, 
Mastiij, Gasht, and Harchin on the Chitral-Thandu road. This party 
returned to Drosh on 2Bth September, after a march of 210 miles. On 
17th October the company left Drosh for Bangalore, reaching Xaoshera 
on 1st November and Bangalore on 10th. 

At the commencement of the year Lieut. Forster -with 25 X.C.O.s 
and men of No. 15 company was erecting boundary pillars on the 
Burma-Chinese frontier, from the Kunlon Ferry on the Salween to 
the Taiping River; in all 65 pillars were built, «and the detach- 
ment returned to Mandalay on 23th April, having been aivay 
for 5l' months. A similar party under Lieut. C, W. Bushell left 
Mandalay on 7th November for Myitkina to complete the northern 
section from Manany Pum, (altitude 11,000') to the Taiping River. 

A small detachment under a Havildar was employed at Maymyo 
for six months on the markers’ butts etc., of the B .1. Range. 

In Mandalay the company carried out contract work under the 
P.W.D. for the water supply of the cantonment, laying nearly 4 miles 
of 4^ pipes, constructing standpipes etc., and fixing up boilers and 
pumps. On 19th December the company proceeded to Maymyo lor 
field training and manceiivres. 

3ppointment5 — The ruling laid down under I.A.C 151 of 1898, 
allowing the command of a company to be held by a Major was 
cancelled in 1904. 

Mu^ctry. — Under I.A.0. 108 of 1904, good shooting badges were 
authorised for S. and M. on the same scale as for Indian Infantry. 

The annual course was revised as folIow^s by I.A.O. 110 of 1904, to 
come into force from 1-4-1904 
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1904. The allowance of ammunition was : — 

Sappers— Part. I. 35 Reservists— 28 Sappers Drivers — 14 
Part. IL 46 „ 15 ■ „ 20 

Fd. Prac. 39 „ 7 „ — 

Total 120 „ 50 „ 34 

Part I. 


(i). 

7 rounds, 200 yards, kneeling or sitting, 

3rd class target. 

{ii). 

7 „ 500 ,, kneeling or sitting, 

2nd 


(m). 

7 „ 800 „ lying 

1st 

V 

(iv). 

7 „ 1000 „ lying ^ 

1st 

jy 

(V). _ 

7 „ 200 „ standing 

3rd 

’y 


PartlL 

{vi). 5 rounds, 200 „ Mag. Ind, at H. and S., exposed 4 seconds 

(to). 5 „ 200 y, „ at H. & S., hrer 3 sec. exposure 

(mit). 5 „ 250 „ ,, at H. & S., exposed for 4 sec. 

(ix) . 5 about 200 „ ,, Moving target, 2 shots per run 

(x) . 6 about 250 „ „ „ „ 

pri). 5 about 200 „ „ H. and S., different places, ex- 

posed for 4 seconds. 

(xii). 15 about 400 ,, H. and S., 1 minute allowed. 

The following qualifying points to be obtained before a man can 
fire at the next practice : — 

(i), 18 (iv). 10 

(n). 18 (v), 16 

(m). 16 Part II, 20 

The Classification to be as follows, and repetition allowed to count : 
Marksman 125 of which 30 i>oints must be in Part II. 

1st class 110 
2nd class 100 

Pour rounds at practices i, i% ii% and Vj and all 7 rounds at iv. to be 
fired with a rest, and from behind cover. 

Reservists to fire practices i, ii, in, iv, vi, vii, and ix. 

Drivers to fire practices i, ii, vi, vii, ix, and x. 

Under I,A..O. 197 of 1905, Part II. was increased to 47 rounds, and 
practice to 6 rounds, whilst Field Practices were reduced to 38 
rounds. Practice min was altered to — 

5 rounds at 250 yards, at falling plates, 12" square, in 30 seconds. 
Reservists were allowed 56 rounds for Field practices, their practices 
in Parts I. and II. remaining the same, as they only had one training 
in two years. 

I A.O. 534 of 1905, the qualifying points were reduced ro 12 
at m, 8 at iv, and 16 at Part II., so as to make the course rather easier 
where the Sappers had a smaller allowance of rounds in the year than 
Infantry or Cavalry; and to qualify for marksman or 1st class, a man 
must make the qualifying points at each distance in Part I. 

Under I.A.O. 534 of 1906, the practices to be carried out by Drivers 
were altered to i, ii, vi, vii, viii, and xi. 

Under I.A.O. 153 of 1908, the allowance of ammunition was made 
the same as for the Infantry and Cavalry, viz: — 


Part I. 35 

Part II. 47 

Fd. Practices 68 
Total 150 


The qualifying points were raised— in iu. to 16, in iv. to 12 and in 
Part II. to 20 whilst in iv. any hit on the target was to count 3 points. 

Under I.A.O. 649 of 1904, the allowance of ammunition to B. and 
I.O.s was raised to 82 rounds. 
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Xo. 13 company won the Rapid Firing Stakes ‘1 a tactical ecent 
at tlic H. It. A. Meeting, against eight Regimeiito! teams. 

Xo. 14 company carried oat a special course of Musketry, wiieii 
tlie f'onipariy was in camp at Ziarat., 

Cquipment."-”Joiiited bamboo poles were introduced for 1lic 
Mrdit F.S. aerial telegraph line. . The Jiimelle hand caiiiera wa- ad* 1**4 
to the eqnipmeiir of each Photo section. A lieary prrsss was added 
to the Lit ho equipment for use at the Base. 

Instruction, Workshops, and Tradesr“~-Tho followiiia' 
alterarions were made in February 1904 to tlie Corps instruct ioiiai 
circular issued in April 1903 by the Commandant : — 

Froiii 1st April to 1st September. 

At 10-30 n.in. Mondays, all British officers will attend for instruct 
tioii ill the fnilowing subjects — 

(u). Regimental Duties. . 

(r). Duties in the Bdekl, (i), (ii), and (iii). 

(d). i. Military Bjiigineeiing, Tactias, and Topography. 

ii. Military Law 

iii. Organisation and Equipment 
i\u M/ifitary History 

The instruction in (a) and (d) iii. will usually be by written' papers. 
The Commandant will usually take (a) ; (e)iii ; (ef) i, tactics ; (d) 

The S. of P. (d) iii 

The S. of I. (e) i, ii : (d) i, Military Engineering and Topography. 
The S. of I. will occasionally give lectures on tactics, or military 
history, and tlie S. of P. on any equipment of interest. 

The tactical instruction will also include lectures ivitli discussions, 
tactical schemes on maps, war games, and instruction in the field. 

2. , On Saturdays the tactical exercise, witJi c>pposing forces in t'lie 
field, will occasionally be by night. All subordinate orders will be 
written and sent in after tlie exercise. These exercises will as a rule 
occupy 5 to 6 hours, and officers ’will be practised in reconnaissance 
during them. On return to the lines an offi(ier will give a short 
lecture to the Indian Officers and B.X..C.O-S. on the exercise. 

These exercises wall also include 
(va). Route marches. 

(vO. Defence of railways. 

Particular attention will be given to scouting, and section leadincr. 
Judging distance wdll be practised, and the distances checkt*d with the 
rnekoraeter. All officers, B.N.C.O.s, and intelligent Indian N.C.O.s 
and men will be practised in senia]>hore signalling. All movoniejits 
in the field to be controlled by whistle and signal. The assistance of 
guns and cavalry will occasionally be obtained for these exercises. 

3. Lectures will be given about once a month at 11 a.m., on 
Monday>s, which all officers, and B.N.C.O.s ”will attend- 

5, BVom 1st September to Christmas, when the country is under 
crops, the drills and exercises -wil!, be such as can best he arranged 
under company arrangements,; the last two before Christinas being 
ceremonial. 

6. From 1st September to -end November, a regimental tour wall 
usually be licld every Saturday; on ^special occasions, all available 
Jiidian officers will do* a tour, usually in combination with actual dis- 
positions of the eompanies ; officers will be told off to separate 
r mimands of forces or units, and the time allotted for the tour will be 
tint of the operation under service conditions ; all officers ’iviil hand in 
t lie briefest possible narrative in pencil, shewing time, orders given, 
dispositions, reports of positions and ground, and enemy’s supposed 
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isot. clispositioiiSj tliese will be criticised by the Director on the ground. 

The forces employed will be generally ‘about a battalion, a battery, 
and a sciiiadroiij wd‘th such supply and equipment convoys and transport 
as may be considered reasonable. These exercises wdll include:— 

Reconnaissances of positions. 

Outpost exercises with opposing forces. 

Disposition of a force in defence, with and without entrenchments. 

Attack of the same position. 

Scheme for attack by a larger force. 

Defence of lines of communication. 

Project for the defence of a section of railway. 

Selection of bivouacs, and piquets ; attack of the same. 

Orders and ari'angements for entraining and detraining a force as 
above, plus a company of Sappers. 

Passage of a river by the same force, including bridging ex- 
pedients, and dispositions of the force on the further bank in the 
presence of the enemy. 

Distance ride, and road reconnaissance, with report on position 
of enemy. 

Prom January to March, after the District manceuvres are over, 
special railway courses will generally be arranged, but on Fridays and 
Saturdays companies will be at the disposal of Officers Coinmanding 
them unless special orders are issued. The instruction of Officers and 
B.N.C.Os. after breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays will continue as 
usual. 

Four men 'went through a three months" course of moulding in the 
Mysore Government Workshops, and casting was jjlaced on a perma- 
nent footing in the Workshops. 

“ Saddler ” was introduced as a trade, instead of Chuckler, and 
men not of the Muchi caste took up the trade. 

Artificer ratings were introduced in the Corps under No. 974 P. 
of 26-8-04, from the G. of L, M.D. to the A.G. India, and the following 
scale allowed— 5 of A ” rate, 31 of “B” rate, 102 of “C” rate, these 
numbers to include the two of “ B ” rate, and three of “ C ” rate already 
allowed, but not to include those sanctioned for the Burma Company. 

At the same time it was laid down that a recruit on joining would draw 
no working pay until passed in drill and musketry, whilst on Field 
Works he would receive | the 3rd rate, and that he could not be 
advanced to the 2nd rate until he had passed both in Field Works 
and in a trade. Also that when not employed on their trades men 
should draw | of their rating, and not one rate lo'wer as before. 

The Superintendents of Instruction of the three Saj)per Corps met 
at Kirkee, and compiled a schedule of Trade Qualifications to be applic- 
able to all three Corps, Vide Appendix I. 

The wTiole of the boxes, and all stores of local manufacture, in 
Table 10, E.E. Tables, 1898, were made up in the worksiiop, to replace 
those sent with the Engineer Field Park to Somaliland, and were des- 
patched to the Karachi Arsenal. The boxes and articles of local manu- 
facture to replace those taken by the Printing Section to Somaliland 
were also^ made up and issued. This work somewhat delayed the 
construction of the four remaining pontoons, ie. two of R.P. pattern, 
and two Bipartite ones. 

At the end of 1904, there were 14 trained soldiers who had not 
qualified in any trade. 

Reserve*“-Under letter No. 1699 B of 30-4-04, from G. of I., M.D. 4 

to xiG. India, the strength of the Reserve was raised to 110, and the ^ 

Commandant was authorised to order men specially enlisted for three 
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yf^ars' colours service, to the reserve at the expiration of their three IIM. 
years, or to discharge them if they did not desires transfer to the 
iiesi*rve‘. Under I.A.O. 27a, of 1904 it was laid down that roeri ^lioiild 
not iiave less than three years' service, or be more than 92 years of age, 
at tile time of their transfer to the lieserve, and the j^ay was altered to 
iU. 2 per month, with full pay during training. 

Under G, of I., M.D. letter No. 9743, B of 26-10-04, tlie Reserve 
was increased to 274 (ruling subsequently publisherl in I.A.O. 230 of 
3 905); and No. 3659 B dated 25-11-04, from iJ.A.fL M.C. laid down 
that i^apixa- Driver Reservists were to be inchicled in tliis 274, but that 
the 18 per <a:mt. of the Driver establishment must not be exceeded. 

The strength of the Reserve at the end of 1904 wais 108, an 
increase of 40 during the year. 

Lines-T'-Under G. of I., M.D. letter 1760 C. of 15-7-1904, to the 
A.G. in India, the number of families allowed to live in the lines was 
altered from 75 per cent, of strength to All N.C.Cts and 33 per cent. , 
of Sappers’^ at Bangalore, but existing lines could hr- fully utilizod. 

A further loan of Rs. 9700 was received from Government for the 
new lines of No. 15 compaiw, and by the end of tli(» year ciiiarteis for 
three. Burman Officers, and live blocks -for Sappers bad l^emi cumploUMl. 

Pay and allowances.-~Uiider I.A.O. 206 of 19o4, l\larehijig Batta 
w-as al>olisiied for all soldiers enlisted after 1-4-1904, with tiie exce]i- 
tion of t]j,e 2nd Q. O. Sappers and Miners, who ‘were s]>eeial]y exem]>tpd 
from tJie ruling of this order. 

Under letter No, 779 R.E. of 15-4-04 from tlie A. Cl. in India, men 
not employed on their trades were to draw | of their rating instead of 
1 rate lower as previously. 

Under letter No. 1075 P of 18-4-04 from Cl. of L, M.I). to the A.CI. 

India, Majors with the Sappers and Miners were granted R.E. regimen- 
tal pu}", instead of the I.A. rate previoiislv drawn by them, from 
21-3-04. 

Compensation in lieu of puggris to buglers, and the free issue 
of blue serge ]:)utties were abolished by I.A.O. 14 of 1904. 

Band. — The Drum and Fife Band that bad been started in 1875 
wais abolished on 1st October 1904. 

Officers,— Lieiit.-Col. P, J. Anderson having been appointed 
Commandant of the Corps, joined on 6th April 1905. 

Lieut. Kidner proceeded to Madras on 29th Novend)er, eii route 
to Maymyo, to join the telegraph course. 

employment. — ^Nos. 11, 12, .and 14 companies were at Hoad- 
Quartei*s throughout the year. 

No. 3 secGon of No. 9 company was in Cdiitral under Lieut. 
Agnew* till 17th October, -when they were relieved by No. 2 section 
under Lieut. Prince. The remainder of the company was at Banp^iore. 
till 1st Oeto])er, when they railed to Rawal Pindi, and were joined 
tlien 3 l>y No. 3 section on 2nd November, this section had suffcnMl a. 
good deal from fever at Drosh. After arrival at Pindi the eompmiy 
•was employed on preparing the camp for thr review '9y H.ILfl. 
the Prince *of Wales, and in commencing the new lines at Pindi 
for the company. Tlie section in Chitral had been em]»loye<l 
on; — building stables, road work and water channels, constructing 
Idockliouse at Pulengol, and erecting a telephone line from Drosh to 
Ziarat. Three sections of the company took part in the Pindi nian- 
teuvresfrom 4th to 7th December 1905, forming a part of the Divisional 
Troo|)s of the 2nd Division, and they were preseiit at the Royal Review 
(ill 8th Deccunljor. 

No. 10 company was employed on platelaying for alioiit 18 miles 
of the McaMpiir-Dlmrmapuri light railway from lOtli January to 
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1905. 21st ,Marcli, and witli the exception of that , time was. at Head- 
Quakers tliroiiglioiit th.e year. ■ 

Ho. IS company was at Secunderabad throiighout the year ; ainoiig 
other work, a hockey ground was levelied and made for the Gyrnkhanay 
and work was undertaken on a new polo ground ; a new target store 
. was also built. 

At the commencement of 1905, Lieut. C. W. Busliell and 25 men 
were erecting boimdary pillars on the Chinese Frontier, whilst tlie 
remainder of No. 15 company was in camp at Maymyo ; tlie cornpany 
2 iio\^ed out on the did January to prepare roads and water supply for 
manceuvres, and after taking joart in the manoanu*es, retiirned to 
Mandalay on 6tli March. In the Mandalay Brigade Orders coni- 
nieiiting on the ManamvreSj the company was the only unit specially 
rnentioiied for good work. Lieut. BushelFs party retiirned to Manda- 
lay on 1st March after an absence of 4 montlis, during wliicb they had 
erected 59 pillars in the Myitkina and Bliamo districts at altitudes up 
to 11,000'. In Mandalay the company was employed principally in 
rebuilding the Lines, two more blocks for Sappers having been erected 
by the end of the year. On 18th December the company moved out 
into camp for a 3 weeks’ course of bridging. 

“ C ” company carried out more telegraph and telephone work this 
year on the Bangalore inanoeiiYres than had been previously attempted, 
and with the greatest success. Four sections were employ f3d, 
and laid tactical cables connecting up the G.O.G. with his guns, 
flank attack, etc., the lines often being 7 miles long, and 
after reeling up, the lines were generally laid again to connect 
oul.posts with the bivouac *for the night ; two Government telegraph 
offices were also opened,^ -worked entirely by Sappers ; on 23rd 
November a section of 1 B.N.C.O. and 20 N.C.O.s and men under 
Lieut. F. H. Bushelf proceeded to Eawal Pindi for the manceuvres 
there ; and on arrival, Lieut. Bushell was appointed Director of 
Telegraphs for the Southern Army ; this section returned to Bangalore 
on 23rd December. 

The Litho School bi;ought out a new map of the country for 
20 miles round Bangalore, in three colours. 

Organisation. — Under I. A.O. 244 of 1905, the following cooks 
were allowed per half company, excluding No. 15 company, for men 
messing together. 

From 40 to 69 men, 1 cook; over 69, 2 cooks and 1 Bhisti. 

n usketry.—No. 11 company won the ‘bSkirmishing Team com- 
: y petition’’ at ■ 

No. 13 company won the 1st prize in the R.E. Eifle Association 
'■ ''match. 

A miniature range was constructed in the workshop enclosure, 
but it was closed in 1908, as it was found that occasionally bullets 
went beyond the enclosure, and after that all short range practice was 
carried out at the Old Volunteer Butt, at the head of the up]>er 
Ulsiir Tank. 

During the year the Corps range at Hebbal was converted from 
the trolly system into a gallery range, with six targets. 

Arms. — Nos. 9, 10, 14, and Companies were re-armed 
with the short L.E. Eifle in 1905, No. 11 company in 1907, and Nos. 
12 and 13 companies in 1908, whilst “D” company did not receive tlie 
new rifle till November 1909, and No. 15 company still has the long rifle. 

Reserve. — At the end of the year, the strength of the Eeserve 
was 238, sixty-one men having been received from Infantry regiments, 
and these latter were trained for two months. The reserve of >Sapper 
Drivers had been brought u|) to full strength. 
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Instruction^ Workshops, and Trades. — hnd 
passed the ortilicer'ratings, since they were, iiiirodiiceJ iiiirit'4; hut 
all likely men in the Preliiiiiiiary Trades Class, on passing tfie gufl 
rate, wcee transferred to the Trades Classeanel retained under iii.-triK*- 
tioii for a, further period. 

BToiii the 1st Behriiaiy, 1.905, the Trades Class, started in 10o:i 
was re-eoiistituted as follows: — 

To consist of 48 men from all companies except “C" a ml No. ]5; 

32 men to he selected l)y Company Comma.iiders, and 10 hr the 8. of L 
from tlie Preliminary Trades Class: They will not attend Field "Works, 
c^xcept fur special work. (C.O. 2dl of 1905). 

A Naiekand a Sapper of No. 15 conipaiiy were sent over to Banga- 
lore ill April 1905, for a course of survey : this was the hist time that 
any of tln‘ Barman company had come to Bangalore. 

A small engine to work a circular saw' ivas olitaiiied .for tlie work- 
shops of Xo. 15 company. 

Tw'o pontoons, R.R, w'ere completed daring tlie year iit tlie fV>rp< 
Workshops, and two liipartlte pontoons w'ere near.!.y compleiiMh wit list 
work had hotui commenced on the remaining nine pontoon wagons. 

At Ihe end of 1905 tiiere were 32 trained soldiers wiio had .not 
qualified in any Trad<‘. 

TIk^ Sarvt'v Sciiooi was handed over l;.)y tlie O.C. company to 
the S. of I., the O.C. I)'’ compa.B.y.to act aa the assista.nt of the B. of ,L 
for this school. 

Lines* — It liaving been decided tliat a coii.ipa.0.3^ siioiiid in future 
l.)e located at Rawal. Pindi, witli one section in Cliitral, lines for three 
sections were cornmeneed at Eawal Pindi. 

Government gave a g.rant for. the eonstruetion of these lines, and ' 
a small allowance for their rnaiiiteiiance; hut tins lieing iiisullieieiit, 
rent was e barged to ail ranks, to form a detachment hutting fund. 

No. 15 company, whilst in Mandalay, wuis em|>loyed luineipally on 
building the ncov lines. 

Pay and Allowances, and Clothing— Uiuler I.A.O.' 519 of; o 
1905, a clotldng allowance was introduced to supersede all issues of g'o 
cdothing, liaif mounting allowance, and coinperisation .for cfotliing ; the c 
new rates being as follows : — 

On cmlistnient— Sapper,. lis. 40. 

Recruit Boy, Rs. 4. 

Annualiy — Indian Officer,. Rs. '8. ■■ ^ o 

Ranks. w'eariiig gold die vrons or badges, Rs. 10. 

Other ranks, Rs. 9. 

Recruit Boys. Rs. 

Compensation, wns also granted for the abolition of tlie various 
free issues of cdothing to those who had been entitled to tliem before 
they were abolished for all new enlistments under I.A.O.s B84 of 1904 
ancl 14 of 1904. 

A worsted badge of crossed whips and spurs, and a grant of Rs, 4 
was sanctioned aniumlly for the Sapper Driver in each c*ompaiiy wiio 
kept Ills mule and harness in the best order, (G-. of I., M.I)., 1803, C. 
of 10-8-1905 to A.G. India.) 

Under I.A.O. 711, of 1905, great coats were no longer to lie issued 
to reservists, coats warm British being drawn from tlie A.C.D. in lieu, 
as required. 

Shorts ’’ were taken into use for work and mameuvres from 
January, 1905. 

AssauIt-at^Arms — The following were the successes at the 
Assaii!t-ut-Arms held at Bangalore:— 
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19 C 5 . Gymnastics, (Iiistraetors) 1st 

{Xoii”Iiistractor&) 1st 

Onirn- of Meiit EaeCj ,, 1st and 3rcl 

Escaladirjg> V 1st and 2nd 

Lance Bayonet, 2iid and3rd 

Tent pitching, striking, and loading, 1st and 2nd 

Bayonet le Bayonet, 3rd 

Best man-at-arms, dismounted. 


At the Becunderabad Meeting, No. 13 company was second in the 
Bayonet team competition. 

Officers. — Subadar-Major Shaikli Ismail was promoted to the 1st 
Class of the Order of British India, with the title of Sardar Baliadnr, 
from 5th September 1904. He was appointed an Indian Aide-de-Camp 
to H.R.H. tlie Prince of Wales, during the tour of H.R.H. in India,, 
and received the Victorian medal. Tlie following is a copy of a letter 
from Major-General Sir Stuart Beatson, c.B., k.c.s.i-, to the Comman- 
dant — 

am directed by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales to express to you 
his satisfaction at the manner in wliicli Subadar-Major Sliaikli Ismail 
caj’Hed out iiis duties as Indian Aide-de-Camp. l am glad to tell you 
lliat H.R.H. was pleased to decorate Subadar-Major Shaikh Ismail 
with the Victorian medal, as a mark of ap];)reciation.” 

Subadar-Major Chinnasami was appointed to the 2nd Class of the 
Order of British India, with the title of Bahadur, from 26th November 
1905. 

Employment. — Nos. 11, 12, and 14 companies “were at H.Q. 
throughout the year. 

No. 2 section of No. 9 comi^an}^ -was relieved at Drosh on 17th 
October, the remainder of the compaii}?’ was quartered at Rawal Pindi 
througliout the year; at Pindi the company was mainly employed on 
building the lines. Tlie detacliment in Chitral carried out road^ -work, 
constiaicted 3 bridges each of 20' span, erected 38 miles of telex^hone 
line from Drosh to Ziarat, and ivas enqrloyed on various small 
buildings. 

No 10 company was at Bangalore till loth October when it moved 
to Secnndora].)ad ].)y rail, relieving No. 13 comi)any which left there 
Ihr Bangalore on IStli October; whilst at Secunderabad tlie latter 
company erected a shed for turning lathe, drilling machine, and 
painters' and saddlers’ sliop. The hay shed was re-roofed, and some 
blasting carried out in connection with diverting a miilah in the 
construction of the new X)olo ground, 

Tliere was an outhreak of cholera in June and July, and the 
oomj)any moved out to segregation camp for four W'Ceks, tlie conqiany 
lost one* Lance-Naick and two Sajipers from cholera. 

No, 15 company returned from its bridging camp to Mandalay 
on 6tli January, and moved out again on 22nd for Divisional man- 
oeuvres beyond and near Maymyo, returning again on 7th March. 
The conqiany was specially mentioned in Mandalay Brigade orders 
for good work on manceuvu's and was the only unit mentioned. 

The num Avero mainly employed dming the year on l)uildingthe 
newlines. On IJtli December the company movtal to Kyaiik talon 
on the Irrawady, 25 miles below Mandalay, to prepare for a CamY> 
of Exercise that was to be held there the following month. Li(‘ut. 
Bushell with 25 N.C.O.s and men left Kyauktalon on 21st December 
for Lashio to erect boundary jiiilars on the Chinese frontier from a 
point south of the AVa country to the Mekong. 



Throp X .C .O.s and two .men were emploj’ed on Cantonmerir Si irvey.-, 
ill various? parts of the 9th Division, Itobi hehruaiy to liepeiiibnr, 
under the Survey or-€4eneral in India. 

nuskel:ry.-™"C'aptam- J. B. Bars tow presented a sub-target 
apparatus to the Corps. 

f aider I.A.O. 525 of 1906, further .repetition of practices of the 
tiiiriiiai course was forbidden once the qiiali.tying points at encli distance 
in Part L, and the qualifying aggregate in'Part fl. had been obtained. 

The following competitions were wo'jii during the year : — 

At the S. I. R. A. Meeting — 

The Long Range ■Go.mpetition, 1st and 2rid 
The Skimiishing team competition. 

Ill the R.E. Rifle Associat-ioii— ■ 

The Rapid Fire Competition. 

The Challenge Shield, for 1905, with a tea.m. prize of .£24 and S 

bronze medals. ■ 

Rcserve«“- 7 Uiider I.A.C. 28'ri of 23-4-06, tiie estaJilisliiaeiit for tlie 
reserve was raised to 304; and at the end of the year the actual 
fttreiigtii w<'is 292, an increase of 54 in the year, of wfioni 4 were received 
from the Infantry, these latter on joining were trained for two raontiis. 

Equipment. — Experiments were carried out witii the light 
Austrian cable, 8 lbs. to the mile, (used by the Japanese in the 
Manchurian war), during the attack on positions, and also witli 
this cable and the Mohuieiix equipment. Two cavalry ttflepliones were 
purchased, and were most useful for Held work, 

A light drum for a man on foot to pay out and reel u|’> tlie S Ih. 
cable was made up and found to work most siiceoss fully, several of 
them were then made for other Corps wdio had telepliones. 

The Kaehiii dah, w^ith leather scabbard, was iiitroduced for Xo. 15 
company, to be carried in marching and field service order. 

Ironside wirecu tiers were introduced into the company equipment 
to replace the Holtzapffel, thus enabling double the iiujiiber' to Ijo 
carried. XobeFs octuple electric detonators with leads were substituted 
ill the company equipment for Electric Detonators No. 13, A leather 
covered cane case was tried in lieu of boxes guncotton in loads 31 
and 32 of the company equipments, this box to contain air tight cases 
containing tiie wet guncotton. 

lostruclion, Work 5 h 0 psanclTrades.“*AprobatioiiaryartifiecrA 
class was instituted in July, only 44 artificers having qualified since the 
increase in artificer ratings in 1904. 

Six N.C.Os. and men of theBiirma company were sent over to H.CJ 
for instruction in survey, telephony, photography, and gymnast ic«s. 
A Uganda” printing press, which was brought back from Bomaliland, 
was purchased for tlie use of the Printing School. 

Five more pontoon wagons were nearly completed, leavingoiily four 
more to be made to complete the authorised number. Idle pontoon 
trestles were fitted with the new Chatham clamping screw, and stetd 
shoes were substituted for wooden ones, thereby saving weight. 

An experimental American Fireless Cooker”, and a Japanese 
pattern Water boiler” were made up for trial in the Brigade. 

At the end of the year there were 12 trained soldiers who had 
not qualified in any trade. 

Lines^ — At Rawalpindi the following biiiidings of the company 
lines were completed by the end of the year 

Two blocks bachelors’ quarters. 

One block, of married .quarters. 

Two quarters for Indian officers. 
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19m. Two cooking slieclsj one bathroom, one latrine. 

]Mnie lines, and blmsa shed. 

By liie end of November two more blocks for N.C.O.s and men, 
jiiaking a total of nine, had been completed in the lines of No. 15 
company, and the whole of the money advanced by CTOvernment 
had been expended, so that the wmrk on those lines had to be stopped. 

AssauIfc-at-Arms. — The Corps gained the following successes at 
Assault-at>Arins held at Bangalore: — 

Gymnastics, Instructors, 1st, 2nd, and Srd. 

Order of Merit Race, 1st and 2nd. 

Eseaia ding race, 1st and 2n cl. 

Bayonet team combat, 2nci 

Tent pit chiDg, striking, and loading, 1st and 2nd. 

Bayonet v. bayonet, 2nd. 

Appointments. — Under I.A.O. 16 of 06, all appointments of 
British officers with the Corps were classed as Staff Appointments, 
for the purposes of regulating staff pay. 

Under LA 0. 480 of 1906, the Drill Havildar was in future to be 
styled Havildar Major”, and thereby took precedence of all other 
Indian N.C.O.s in the Corps. 

Pay and Allowances. — Under I.A.O. 556 of 1906 the Kit Money 
payable to recruits was increased from Rs. 40 to Rs. 60, and Rs. 5 was 
added to the annual clothing allowanee of all Indian N.C.O.s and men. 

R.E. N.C.O.s Provident Fund. — A Provident Fund for the 
B.N.C.O.S was instituted in the Corps, to which British Officers and 
N.C.O.s subscribe; an N.C.O. on leaving the Corps to draw a proportion 
of the subscidptions he has paid, ancl a really useful donation to be 
])rovkled for the widow and children in case of an N.C.O. dying whilst 
ill the Corps. 

I Officers- — On the recommendation of H.E. the C.-in-C., the Govern- 
' meiitof India sanctioned an Assignment of Land Revenue, Rs. 400, near 
Vellore in the North Arcot District, to Pensioned Subadar-Major and 
Honorary Captain Shaikh Ismail, Sardar Bahadur, late 2rid Queen’s 
Own Sappers and Miners, on 24th January 1907. 

Subadar-Major Clunnasami, Bahadur, received the Durand Medal 
during 1907. 

Employment.— No. 4 section of No. 9 company, relieved No. 1 
section at Drosh during Seiitember. The other two sections proceeded 
to IM’urree and the Galls on 12th May, returning to Rawal Piiidi on 
19tli August ; in Pindi work was carried on on tlie lines ; at Miirree, 
ihe sections were employed on building, road making, lebuilding an 
aqueduct bridge on the pipe line near Qhangla Gali, and in levelling a 
recreation ground on the hillside at Cliffden ; in Chitral the sections 
were employed on bridging, road work, and in dismantling and recon- 
structing the telephone line from Drosh to Ziarat. One N.C.O. and 
four men were sent from Rawal Pindi to Dera Ismail Khan in con- 
nection with holding a demolition class there. 

No, 10 company was at Secunderabad throughout the year; a 
pontoon shed was built on the Husain Sagar Tank, and supplied witli 
1 pontoon, 28 barrels, etc., a cookhouse was built and a miniature range 
constructed, and brick and tilemaking were cairied on throughout the 
year. Some blasting and engine driving was also done for the M.W.S. 

No. 11 company was at Head-Quarters till 19th May, when it moved 
to Ootacaraund for work on the Coon oor-Ootacamund railway, working 
chiefly on bridges, witli 20' reinforced concrete spans, the piers were 
of masonry supported on concrete wells sunk to depths varying from 
20' to 40' below the flood level of the lake, and filled with sand and 
ballast ; culverts were also constructed with reinforced concrete. 
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Ko. 12 company moved from Bangalore fo Ootacamiin,d with 'Mo, ico”.. 
11 com pan j, and was principalh" engaged on a cutting which was filled 
in 'with a reinforced concrete tnnneL- ■ 

No.. 13 company was at Head-Quarters with the exception of 
about a month, when 100 men were employed at Miidvadi Tank near . 
Koiar ill May and June, to carry out some work on the "waste weir for 
the Mysore P.W.D*, to prevent scouring. Wooden paiissades were run 
across the weir anchored down with wire at 100' intervals, the stakes ' 
being driven 10' into the mud in places. 

No. 14 company was at Head-Quarters throughout the year. 

At the commencement of the year, Lieut. C. W. Bushel! and' 25 
men of No. 15 company were on the Chinese frontier erecting , 
boundary pillars, the remainder of the company being at Kyauktaloiij 
preparing for a camp of exercise of the Mandalay Brigade, the work 
consisted of : — a landing stage and ax)proaches, some miles of roads, 
well sinking, pumping and storing arrangenierits, telephone lines, 
survey of rnaiiceuvre ■ area and reproduction by ferrotype, redoubt, 
minefields, flares, etc. The company returned to Mandalay on 31 st 
of January, and was again specially mentioned in Brigade Orders for 
good work on manceuvres, the company left again on 6tli February, 
for Manpuri near Lashio, to work on the Burma Mining Kailway, and 
Smelting Company’s Light Railway. The company returned by rail, 
reaching MaiKlalay on Jst June. By 23rd March, Lieut. C. W. Biishell 
had completed 62 boundary pillars, and he reached Hsipaw on the 
railway on 1st March, after marching over 1000 miles since leaving 
Lashio ; for this work the detachment received the thanks of the 
Government of India (Burma Government No. 890, 1.B. of 19-9-07), At 
Mandalay, one section of a gallery range was made of reinforced 
concrete with an experimental pattern target frame. 

Musketry. — British officers were allowed to draw 60 rounds of 
pistol in lieu of rifle aramimition, instead of the 24 rounds previously 
sanctioned (I.A.O. 203, of 1907). 

At the S.I.R.A. Meeting the following successes were scored : — ' 

A team of three British officers won the Pudukottai Gup.^ 

Company teams were 1st, ^nd, and 3rd, in the- Skirmishing 
Competition. 

Owing to their being employed on railway contract work, neither 
No. 11 or No. 12 company carried out the annual Course- 

Miniature ranges were built at Secunderabad and Rawal Pincli, 
and at Mandalay one section of a gallery range was completed. 

The classification for the Corps for 1907-08 was 24 marksmen, 582 
ist class, 217 2od class, and 59 3rd class; the large number of the two 
latter classes being due to the lowering of the qualifying points. 

The figure of merit was 61*3. 

Rescrvc.—The following 'rules for the training of reservists 
were laid down by I.A.O. 474 of 1907 : — ' , ' 

Reservists employed in the Telegraph Department will be 
trained when considered desirable. ■ All other will undergo two months 
training at the H.Q. of the Corps' biennially. 

The strength of the reserve at the end of the year was 285, the 
19 vacancies being kept for telegraph reservists. 

Instruction.— During the course of Field Works carried out by 
No. 9 company in the Murree Hills, a suspension bridge of 36Cf span 
to take 60 men at 6' intervals, was erected in 12 hours. 

Owing to the companies teing on railway contract work, neither 
No. 11 or No. 12 company carried out any field works course during the 
year. 
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190'7. A detacliment of No. 15 company was trained in air line construc- 
tion, and in the use of the cavalry telephone, and 4 of these instruments 
■ with 8 miles of light wire were bought for the company. The telegrapli 
sections of C ’’ company had a considerable amount of field practice 
during the year with manoeuvres, brigade training, stafl’ ride, and 
R.A. Camp. Two more cavalry telephones and some D. 14 field cable 
were purchased. 

The instructional equipment of pontoons and wagons was completed 
in the course of the year. 

The “ Fireiess Cooker ” was improved, and was again under trial 
with troops. . . 

The Japanese of Water Boiler was still in the experimental 
stage. 

The number of artificers in the Corps rose from 44 to 72 in the 
year ; they had nearly all been trained in the shops, as few men with 
sufficient trade skill came up for enlistment. The number of trained 
soldiers without a trade was 17 at the end of the year. 

Eight men were sent to the Mysore Government woi kshops for a 
further course of instruction in moulding and casting during the year. 

Lines. — Since the question of a possible change of Lines for the 
H.Q. of the Corps was raised in 1904, no work was carried out on the 
old lines at Bangalore except the most necessary repairs, and the 
general condition of the lines had suffered accordingly. No further 
work could be undertaken on the company lines at Mandalay, 
although only a part had been rebuilt, for want of funds. The new 
lines at Rawal Pindi were pushed on during the months that the 
company was in Pindi, and the following were completed — Ibachelors’ 
block ; 1 block, of followers’ quarters ; 1 cook house. 

AssauILat-Arms. — At Bangalore the following successes were 
obtained: — 

Order of Merit, 1st and 2nd. 

Bscalading Race 1st. 

Tent pitching, striking, and loading, 2nd. 

Pensions.— From 15th June the old pensions after 21 and 32 
years’ service were abolished, and rules for pensions after 15 and 18 
years introduced, with special pensions for Indian Officers and N.C.O.s 
of longer service. These rules were a great improvement, as it had 
been found that there were comparatively few men who were fit for 
the hard work and hardships of a campaign after about 18 years’ 
service, but under the old rules those who were manifestly unfit had 
to be retained until they had qualified for a pension. 

Clothing. — Under LA.0. 145 of 1907, it Avas laid down that in 
future the full dress frocks for havildars would be of the same material 
as that worn by the lower ranks. 

Under I.A.O. 196 of 1907 all metal badges oii helmets or paggris 
were forbidden in P.S. order. 

1908. Officers. — Subadar-Major Chinnasami, Bahadur, was promoted to 

the 1st class of the Order of British India, with the title of Sardar 
Bahadur, from 14th January, 1908. 

R.C. N-C-O-s — I.A.O. 70 of 1908 sanctioned the issue of Engineer 
Pay to B.N.C.O.s under the following circumstances, provided that they 
were not in receipt of Service Pay ; — 

(a) When in hospital or sick in quarters, unless the 

sickness is the result of indulgence. 

(b) When on board ship, except when proceeding on or 

returning from furlough. 

(c) When absent on leave, but not on fuilbugh. 

Under letter No. 2931 A of 25-5-08 from the D.G. of M.W. one 


2m. 


appoiiihiioiit in tlie Upper Subordinate Establislirnent . of the M.W.S. iocs* 
will be offered to each Corps' of Sappers each year ; and in case of 
tiiere being no applicants from any one Corps, the appointment to be 
offered to one of the other Corps. ■ 

Employment. — Three sections, of No. 9 company left Eawal 
Pindi on iltii February by rail to take part in the Operations in the 
Zakka Khal country, as part of the Divisional droops of the force 
under Major-General oir J. Wilcocks, k.c.m.g., C.B., n.s.o.; they reached 
Peshawar that night, and next morning moved up to the camp of the 
1st brigade, wiiere transport and ammunition were taken over. On 
18tli the company marched to Jamrud with the 1st hrigade, and was 
employed on entrenching, water supply, and roadwork, after arrival in 
camp there, Ali Masjid was reached on 14tli and Chora on 15th ; on ■ 
this day the sections were employed in improving the road beyond the 
kotal to enable the transport to pass, and on reacliing bivouac at 5 p.m. 
carried out various camp works. On 16tli work was carried out on the 
entrenchments of the bivouac and on roads, and on 17th they moved to 
Walai, two towers and a village %vere destroyed en route ; that afternoon 
and tlic next day road work and camp defences were carried out. On 
10th the company moved to China, and helped to demolish the village 
till 1-30 p.m. when the retirement commenced. On 20th the company 
took part in the operations towards the Sisobi Pass, and carried out 
demolitions, and burning houses. On 21st one section went with the 
1st brigade to Hal^wai, and was employed in demolition, whilst the 
other two sections remained at Walai employed on roads and water sup- 
ply. On 23rd the company went with the 3rd expedition to China, 
and the demolition was completed by 1-45 p.m., when the retirement 
commenced (2 Sappers and a BMsti w^ere injured during this work). Six 
men joined on 24th, and on that day and the 25th, work w'as carried 
out at Walai camp. On 26th the company acted as escort to a convoy 
to Chora, and moved on to Ali Masjid on 27th, on both these days 
and up to the 29th when the last troops marched in from Chora, -work 
was carried on on the road between Walai, and Ali Masjid. Peshawar 
was reached on the 2nd March, and the company marched from there to 
Rawal Pindi arriving on 13th. The officers with the company were 
Captain C. M. Wagstaff, and Lieut. T. P. Bassett, whilst Lieuts. E. P, 

Le Breton, and J. A. McQueen were attached. 

Whilst at Rawal Pindi the company was employed on building the 
lines and workshops, and during the Jhelum ^ and Sialkote brigade 
manoeuvres, constructed and worked a flying brigade of boats to con- 
vey all arms over the Chenab river at a point where it was 700" wide. 

Lieut. Bassett with 5 N.C.O.s and men held explosives classes at Banmi 
and Dera Ismail Klian, whilst details of ali units in the 2nd division, 
were put through a course in the use of field telephones. 

The section in Chitral was employed on the folIowin|^ work 
repairs to bridges, intrenchments, roads, brickmaking, and building, etc. 

No. 10 company was at Secunderabad throughout the year ;^they 
built a store and a photo school, the latter being provided with a 
complete half plate outfit from the detachment funds. 

During the Hyderabad floods at the end of ^ September, the 
company was employed in repairing the bund of the Jitmatla Tank for 
two days, it shewed serious signs of failure and its bursting would 
have greatly augmented the disaster. At the same time a detachment 
was employed in the subaqueous demolition of some sluices of a 
masonry bund in the bed of the Musi River ; these had jammed under 
the pressure of the flood, and could' not be opened to release the water; 
they were blown up with guncotton. 
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19C8. Tlie following D.O. letter was received from the G.O.C. 
Secimderabad by the Commandant : — 

I am piiblisliing a station order conveying the Resident’s 
commendation of the good woi'k performed by the troops who took 
part in fighting the recent flood. The Resident desires particularly to 
thank Major McClintock and the Sappers and Miners for the sliare lie 
and his men contributed in the above work. I am sure you will agree 
with me that very great praise is due to Major McClintock and his men,, 
for the way they put their backs into their work, and I hope when 
conveying tlie Residents remarks to him, you will kindly let him know 
how highly we appreciate the work of his company from the military 
point of view.” 

Nos. 11 and 12 companies returned from Ootacamund at the 
beginning of April, on completion of the'contract work on the railway. 

Nos. 13 and 14 companies were at H.Q. throughout the year. 

No. 15 company was at Mandalay throughout the year except for 
manoeuvres and field training; a mule tonga and a sailing punt were 
built, also a 20' elliptical skew ferro-concrete arch. 

When moving out for field training, 2 streams 1 00 yards wide, and 
2 channels of the Irrawacly, 250 and 600 yards wide, were crossed by 
rafts of light pontoons carried on mules, worked with a 1" steel rope, 

A new miniature range was constructed. 

The following are extracts from letters received from the D.G. of 
M.W. in February and November after his inspections of tlie Corps at 

Colonel Bond considers that the high reputation the Corps has 
always held has been again fully maintained, and that distinct progress 
is apparent in many wa 3 "S 5 since he was last in Bangalore, and saw the 
Queen’s Own 

The D.G. of M.W. desires to express his entire satisfaction with all 
he saw of the technical work of the Corps at his inspection.” 

riusketry. — Under I.A.O. 366 of 1908, 67 rounds of short range 
ammunition per man was sanctioned in lieu of a similar number of 
rounds of blank ammunition. 

The classification of the Corps for the year 1908-09 was 

Marksmen 79, 1st class 1024, 2nd class 73, 3rd class nil, and the 
percentage 67%. This was a great improvement over the previous year, 
due to a great extent to the raising of qualifying points, and*^ the 
increase of ammunition under I, A 0. 423 of 1908. 

In the R.E, Rifle Association, the Corps again won the Challenge 
Shield, No. 12 company being 1st, and No. 10 company 2nd for it, 
whilst Nos, 10 and 12 companies were respectively 1st and 2nd for the 
Rapid Fire Cup. 

In the S.I.R.A. Meeting Havildar Joseph won the Native Champion- 
ship. And the following were the team results. 

Cubbon Cup, 2nd 

Championship Trophy, 3rd 

Wolfe-Miirray Competition, at disappearing targets in unknown 
positions, 1st. 

Night firing 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

Fire problem at — entrenched position 1 

retiring cavalry 1 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 7th. 
advancing cavalry J 

Fire problem at — hostile scouts ] 

pursuing enemy , 1 3rd, 4th, and 6tli. 

hostile patrol advancing J 
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Fire problem at—hos tile .post entrenched | , iCo 

enemy advancing, tliroiigli defile >.lst, and 2rid 
hostile patrol advancmg | 

Equlpnie.iit- — Dining the ' year all service companies replaced 
the old pattern leather pakhals with metal ones. 

The method of packing and carrying wet guiieottoii was iinaily 
settled, the guncotton to be in 48 copper cases eadi eoiitainiiig d 
slabs of T.j- ibs., and these to be carried in 4 cane bo-ves, tmt the new 
method, had not been taken into use by the end id’ the year. 

Experiments were carried out with an improved mule saddle, 
wliich wars slightly lighter than the saddle in use. 

A lighter pattern of equipment bag for service companies wa,s 
also designed, to replace the leatlier pattern as worn out ; the iiew' 
pattern wuis also an improvement a,s to rapidity in getting out the 
contents of the bag. 

Instruction, Workshops, and Trades. — The Burnian officers, 
and most of the N.C.O.s of No. 15 company were praetiseil during 
September and October in Engineer ReconnaissancM'', to re|>ort on 
bridges, repairs .needed for roads, etc. 

The tvorkshops of the co.rnpany at Rawal Pindi wore eonipletocl. 

Tliree engine drivers and a sawyer were se.rit liy No. 9 company 
toD'he Pindi Arsenal foivinstruction. ' 

T,lie Corps Workshops and tlie Instructio.nal Worksliojis w^ere sep- 
ai'ated, but the following trades remained in cliarge of tlio R. of f. till 1st 
August 1909, wdien the S. of L wms relieved of all but Instructional ' 
work: — bricklayers, brick and tile makers, stonecutters, moulders, 
fitters, and turners. 

Under orders from the G.O.C. 9th Division, the class for officers 
and men of Pioneer Regiments was extended, so as to include officers 
and men from all the Indian Cavalry and Infantry regiments in the 
Division ; this entailed a great increase of work on the Instructional 
Stafi', owung to the size of the class. For the Cavalry and Infantry 
tlie raihvay wmrk is omitted, but otherwise they do the same course 
as the Pioneers. 

A field engineering Museum -was made on a piece of Government 
land below the bund of the Ulsur Tank at Bangalore ; an old building 
there w\as placed in a state of defence, and various field engineering 
works wT^re executed, some full size, and some in model ; ho,d 
examples of field engineering were also sliewm, wutli a descriptive 
])late shewing what was WTong with them ; tlie idea being tliat such a 
museum would ],)0 useful to other units, for brief practical lectures on 
field en^neering before the men proceeded to carry out their actual 
■field training. 

The following is a copy of the report by the Inspector of Giyinnasia 
in India on the Physical Training of the Corps, after his inspection in 
October 1908:- 

I have little to add to my report on last year’s inspection, but to 
record further improvement ; great interest is taken by all ranks in 
Physi<^al Training, and the result is a high state of physical efficiency. 

TIh‘ men are quick, active, and fit, and the physique is of a good tyinn 
TIh^ excellent obstacle course in itself affords a most valuable training. 

It is one of the best I have seen.” 

Lines. — The lines of the company at Eaw^al Pindi w^ere compileted. 

Assault«at-Arms. — The following successes w^ere scored at the 
Assaiilt-at-Arms held at Bangalore:— 
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1908. Cross coiintiy race for teams, 1st 

, Escalacliiig race, . 2nd 

Tent pitcliing, 2nd 

Gymnastics, non-instructors, 2nd 


and ill the Secunderabad Meeting, No. 10 company won the escalading 
race against six Infantry regimental teams, whilst they were 2nd 
in the tent pitching and bayonet fighting. 

1900 - 10 . Officers.—Colonel Anderson quitted the Corps on 20-6-09 after 
.lioldiiig the command for over 4 years; and he was succeeded by 
Lt.-Col. C. H. Roe, who rejoined on the 21st June, after an absence 
from the Corps of a little over 5 years. 

Major C. H. Heycock left the Corps from 31st July 1909, on com- 
• pletiiig 5 years as Superintendent of Park, and he was replaced by Major 
H. J. M. Marshall, who joined from the M.W.S. after an absence from 
the Corps of a little over 3| years. 

Captain C. M. Wagstafi joined the Staff College, Quetta, in 
February 1909. 

Captain E. K. Moleswortli quitted the Corps on 2nd November 1 909, 
on completing an extended tenure of the appointment as Adjutant, 
and he was replaced by Lieut. R, Hamilton, who joined from the 
M.W.S. on the 28th November. 

Lieut. C. W. Busheil, was appointed Officiating Adjutant from 
4th November 1909. 

The Honorary rank of Captain was conferred on Subadar-Major 
Chinnasami, Sardar Bahadur, on his retirement on 8-2-1909. 

Captain F. D. Irvine, proceeded on 8-2-10 to join the Staff College, 
Quetta, having been granted a nomination. 

Captains 0. J. Clarke, G. J. W. Smyth, and W. R. Izat, joining on 
4-1-10. for a four months’ course of instruction in military duties after 
completing the Chatham Course. 

Lieut. A. E. J. Collins joined the Corps on 23-3-10, and was posted 
as company officer of ^‘ C ” company, as an officer was due to be sent 
shortly on the course of Telegraph Instruction. 

Subadar Alexander received the 2nd class of the Order of British 
India, with the title of Bahadur, from 23-12-08. (Gazette of India 
dated 1-1-1910.) 

Organisation.—In January 1909, orders were received that no 
more Recruit or Pension Boys were to be enlisted; those already on 
the establishment to continue to the age of 18 years, unless enlisted, or 
discharged as unfit, earlier. (From A.G. India under No. R. 402 dated 
22-1-1909 from the A. A.G. 9tli Division). 

Sapper Drivers were authorised for the 6th Service Company from 
1-4-1909, under G. of I. No;271 B, dated 26-1-09, to the A.G. in India. 

The personnel of the Indian Submarine Mining Section at Rangoon 
was affiliated to the Coips from 1-1-1910, under let^ter No. 25 A, dated 
14-1-1910 from the Secretary to the G. of I., Army Department to the 
A.G. in India. 

Recruiting. —224 men were examined at Corps Head-Quarters 
between 1-4-09 and 31-3-10, and of these 78 were enlisted as Sappers 


or Buglers, and 26 as Drivers. 

Sappers — Parayers ..w 2i 

Christians ... ... 16 

Muhammedans ... ... 7 

Tamil Castes ... ... 7 

Telegu Castes ... ... 15 

Other Tamil and Telegu speaking men 10 
Nair ... ... 1 

Canarese ... ... 1 
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Drivers' -"Miiliamir.edans ... 18 

Parayers ... ... , 8 

Reserve. — 244 Reservists came’iip for trailing in February 1909 : 
tliey were divided into three companies, and put through the folIowiii|; 
course 


1903 - 1 . 0 . 


Camp pitching, etc... 


.Davs. 

' i 

'■4 

10 

3. 

3 
2 
3 
3 


Preliminary Drills, Musketry 
]\.Iiisketry Course ... 

Knotting, Lashing, and Use of Spars 
Bridging, Trestle ... 

,, IjOck ••• ,,, 

„ Cantilever 

Bamboo bridges. Barrel Piers, and Pile Drivio,g 
Gun pits, and Epaulments ... " 2 

Redoubt ... 5 

Explosives, and Obstacles ... 3 

Miseellaneoiis *.. ■ "... 1 

Field Training in camp ... 5 

Total working days ... ... 45 

One hour’s drill was carried out daily except witen on Mnskptry. 

Each day when on Field Works, one section was employed at 
Sappingj Mining, and Cutting and Lighting Fuzes. 

At the end of tlie year 09-10, the strength of the Ftoserve was 293, 
the deiiciencj of 11 being in Telegraph Reservists. 

On 16th March 1910, orders were received that no transfers to 
the Reserve should he made till further orders, except to fill up 
casualties in the then actual strength. (A.G. India, Xo. 56 E. of 
15-3-10), 

Designation of Companies.— Under letter X'o. 78 B, dated 
22-7-09, from tlie A.G. in India, tlie title Service Company ” was 
changed to Field Company 

Employment — No. 9 company was at Rawal Pindi until 29th 
December when they moved to return to Cor]>s IL^ad-Quarters ; one 
section was in Chitral until October, when it was relieved by a seetion 
of No. 11 company. Detachments were sent to Dera Ismail Khan, 
Bannu, and AbboUabad, to carry out instructional courses in field 
works and use of explosives for other units, and courses in telephone 
work were held at Rawal Pindi. A teleplione system was put up at 
Murree by a detachment in May. A section was employed in .June 
and July at Gharial, in the Murree Hills, to level a new polo ground. 
IMoving with the Chitral Reliefs, throe sections were employed in dis- 
mantling and reconstructing with new piers, anchorages, and cal)les, 
tlie Panjkora Suspension Bridge, reaeliing jPindi again on 11-11-09. 
During April, May and June, the section in Chitnd was employed on 
repairs to the Mastuj Suspension Bridge, and re-aligning a part of tlie 
road near it. This section also constructed a water^ course from tiie 
Drosh nala to the fort. The company left Rawal Pindi on tiui 29th 
December, and reached Karachi on the 3 1st December, and Bangalore 
on 10th and 11th January. 

No. 10 company was at Bangalore throughout the year. 

No. 11 company was at Bangalore till 15-11-09, when it moved to 
Rawal Pindi via Madras and Karachi, one section having proceeded 
to Chitral in September, arriving at Drosh on the 5th October. 

Nos. 12, 13, and 14 companies were at' Bangalore throughout the 
year. 

No. 15 company completed a new 6' path at a grade of 1/10 to the 
top of Mandalay Hill in February 1909. ^ On the 13tli March, 30 men 
moved to Maymyo to build a new Brigade Office tliere, as well as 
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1909-10, Clerks’ quarters. On the 18th March, Lieut. Harris and the right half 
coiiipaiiy proceeded to the Upper Chindwiii for bridge building. 

A' detachment moved to Zebingyee, on the Mandalay-Mayinyo 
line, and carried out water works there. Near Mandalay, various 
repairs to bridges were carried out for the D.C. Mandalay, and 4| 
miles of the Mandalay-Maddya light railway were laid. 

Arins.-“D” company received the short rifle on 5-1 1-09, thus 
leaving No. 15 company only, still armed with the long rifle. 

Equipment. — Under letter No. 646 D, of 28-6-1909, from the 
A.G. in India, Field Companies were pennitted to retain two mobiliza- 
tion binoculars or monoculars in regimental charge in peace time, a 
most useful concession both for musketry and field training. 

The maintenance of 2nd line saddles by Field Companies, was 
abolished under A.G.s letter No. 30 B, of 28-10-09. 

Steps were taken to provide Field Companies with silencing gear 
for the 1st line equipment. 

The company metal pakhals were altered to the Stuart ” pattern 
which prevented their being knocked over, and the water upset, when 
they were on the ground. 

Eight cutters wire Mark IV. were added to the equipment of a 
Field Company in April (Secretary to G. of I. Army I)ei)artment 
No. 553 D, of 3-8-10 to A.G. in India). 

Inspections- — After his inspection of Corps H.Q. in January 
1910, tlie Director-General of Military Works wrote that : — 

“At his inspection both at Head-Quarters, and in seeing the 
Burma company at Mandalay, lie noticed that the high standard the 
Corps had always wmrked up to was well maintained, and tliat the 
spirit of the Corps was never better.” 

riusketry. — The classification of the Corps for the year 1909-10 
was ■ 

Marksmen 36 Average number of rounds fired per man was 

1st Class 1043 123*5 

2nd Class 136 

3rd Class 3 

Percentage 67*5 The percentage shewed a slight improvement 
over 1908-09, although the classification was 
rather poorer. 

In the R.E. Rifle Association the Corps won the following events ; 
Championship of the Corps and Gold Medal. 

Match vi., Abroad —Silver Challenge Shield and 8 Bronze Medals. 
Class i., Abroad — Match 2. 

Class ii., Abroad — Aggregate with Silver Medal. 

Class iii., Abroad— Aggregate, with Silver Medal. 

Range Practices, Match i., and Match iii. 

Class iv., Abroad— Aggregate. 

Range Practices 300 yards, and 500 yards, 
besides 79 other minor prizes. 

In the S I. Rifle Association Meeting the Corps results were : — 
B.A. limited entries, 600 yards, 2nd, with a score of a possible, 
out of 205 competitors. 

Disappearing target, 100 yards 2nd out of 38 

Revolver, snapshooting, 20 „ Jst out of 16 

Revolver, rapid firing, 20 „ 2nd out of 23 

Revolver, aggregate 2nd out of 39 

and 13 minor prizes. 

Lai Bagh Cup (2 B.O.s and 1 I.O.) 2nd out of 8 teams 

I. A. limited entries 900 yards 2nd out of 300 
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I. A. Field Practices, limited entries, 300 yards Ist out of 216 
,j „ 500 „ 2nd out of 180 

„ 500 to 200 yards 1st and 2nd out of 390 

„ 500 yards 2nd out of 393 

Mysore Durbar Stakes, 900 yards 1st out of 390 

Nursery Stakes 200 and 600 yards 2nd out of 129 

Dewan’s Prize No. 12 company 1st out of 19 teams* 

Clliazi Stakes, 200 yards 1st and 2iid out of 34 . 

and 68 minor ^prizes. 

Under A.G, India No. 1 G, of March 1910, the number of repetitions 
allowed in range practices in the annual course was restricted to 
two; any man failing to obtain the qualifying points after three 
shoots at a distance, to be classified as a 3rd Class shot. 

Instruction, Workshops, and Trades*— In July, the duties of 

the S. of I. and S. of F. with regard to men on works, were laid down 
as follows,:— 

The S. of I. to superintend all men on Field Works, and , on the 
following classes : — 

i. Preliminary Trades Class Ail recruits posted to companies, 

who had not passed in a trade. 

ii. Special Trades Class 8 men per company. 

iii. Probationary Artificers’ Class Balance to make up deficiency 

in authorised' proportion in each 
company. 

iv. Survey and Eeconnaissance 1 N.C.O. and 1 Sapper, or 2 

Class Sappers per company. 

V. Field Works’ Class 2 N.C.Os. or Sappers per eompaiiy. 

whilst the S. of P. should superintendent all other trained men on works. 

On 31-3-1909, there were 26 trained soldiers without any trade 
qualification. 

By the end of the year the number of artificers had risen to 114, and 
all of these except one had been trained in the Corps. 

In July 1909, the following orders were issued for tactical, etc., 
training: — 

A Corps Exercise to be carried out once a month under the Com- 
mandant. 

Each company to be at the disposal of the Company Commander 
on one day a month for such exercises as 

Defence of a section of railway. 

Defence of a bridge or defile. 

Camping, and protection of camp. 

Defence of a convoy. 

Defence of a detached post. 

Improvised loopholes, and obstacles. 

Defence of positions. 

Defence of village or wood. 

Utilisation of cover in advance and retirement, and covering fire. 

The above being more especially Sapper jobs, most time to be spent 
on them, but occasional practice also to be carried out in the attack 
of the above, together with Outposts, Beconnaissance, Advanced, Flank, 
and Rear Guards. One exercise per quarter to be by night. 

Mobilisation parade, with a route march of not less than 15 miles, 
(which should be gradually increased), or entraining of the entire 
mobilised company. 

Company Training from 6 a.m. to S-30 eveiy Friday. 

Also Physical Training, Running, Map Reading and Engineer 
Scouting, Semaphore Signalling, and Slusketry Instruction for 2nd and 
3rd class 'Shots, weekly. ^ 

The KJmki Map ” to be used for lectures to I.O.s and N.C.O.s. 





19dS. The Recruits to carr}'" out a Route March eveiy Saturday.: 

The follo^viiig alterations were made in the course of Field 
Works laid down in 1903 for Field companies, ; — ^ 

The practice ill Shelter Pits to include digging, “Lying down;^ 

In the fire days allotted for the “ Use of Spars, etc.” the heaviest 
spars available to be used for sheers and derricks. 

The annual railway course was extended to 10 days, and the 
quadrennial 30 days’ course abolished. 

Two days^ Sapping were added, to be carried out by a few men at 
a time, concurrently with other work. . 

At least 16 hours’ work in the course to be by night— to iiiclude 
laying out entrenchments, digging, and sapping, with no more light 
than buliseye and tracing lanterns ; and bribing with flare lights. 

Sapper artificers to carry out the whole course, and Trades’ Class 
men to join for all bridging and railway work. 

These alterations increased the length of the course by 4 clays. 

The trade of Basketmaker was abolished from L3-1910. 

A Lithographic Press 30'" by 15" was purchased and taken into use 
in February 1910, to enable the Litho School to turn out large maps in 
one piece ; this was especially needed for manoeuvre maps. An 
Improved Bremner Platen Printing Machine, demi folio, was ordered in 
February 1910. 

Lines.— A new equipment store for one Field com|>any was com- 
menced on the parade ground in April 1909, and finished in 1910. 

Prom May 1909, the maintenance of all huts occupied by Sapper 
Drivers was sanctioned by Government, and the recovery of rent from 
Drivers was therefore discontinued. 

The Ulsur Rock ground was taken over in 1909 from the M. W.S. 
and the wall round it on the south side was completed. 

In October 1909, the rebuilding of K Block in the H.Q. Lines was 
commenced; the new cpmrters to have higher walls, better ventilation 
and light, and a cooking verandah. 

At Rawal Pindi various works were eaiTied out in the lines, two 
sweepers’ quarters, and washing places for the men were built, the 
drainage was improved by the addition of 600' of brick drains ; a pucka 
brick sawpit with a C.I. roof was constiaicted ; the miniature range was 
reconstructed, and a field works store 50' by 20' w-as completed, the 
materials for this store being supplied by the M. W.S. 

In Chitral, a cookhouse and followers’ quarters were built for the 
section there, in Lower Drosh. 

Pay and 3Howance5.— Under 16 of 1-1-1909, all Indian 

officers were in future to receive the pay of the highest grade of their 
rank ; N.C.O.s and sappers to receive an increase of Rs, 2 per mensem to 
their pay, as well as a daily free issue of 3 lbs. of firewood; and 
under I.A.O. 97 of 1909, these increments were made applicable to 
reservists when up for training. 

Dress.— A soft felt slouch hat w^as introduced at the commence- 
ment of the year for wear witli khaki in No. 15 company. 

A new helmet badge, of the same design as that introduced 
in 1885, but smaller and in bronze, was sanctioned for wear by 
officers and British N.C.O.s under para. 16 of Despatch No. 21, 
dated 12-2-1909 from the Secretary of State for India, (A.G.s No. 
73 A of 29-3-09), and it was taken into wear in the following October. 

The open pattern ot Khaki coat, worn with a black tie, was 
adopted for British officers in November, under I.A.O! 624 of 09. 

Corps Professional Library.— -The old R,E. Library at Madras 
was broken up, and a number of books from it were received for the 
Corps Library in October. By the end of 1909 there were 884 books, 
and 1449 volumes in the Corps Professional Library. 
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APPENDIX A. 


G.O.C.C.^ €>f 8-12-1823 laid- down the dress of officers of the Corps of 
Pioneers as follows : — 

Full Dress* — Coatee — Dark green cloth, double-breasted, with 
black cloth iappels, cuffs, and collar, plain loops put on in the nianner 
prescribed for Infantry of the Line, with one or two silver epaulettes 
according to army rank, cross flaps, and white kerseymere turnbacks. 

Cap— Black beaver, bell shape, felt crown deep, with lacquered 
top 11" in diameter, silver lace of 2’ broad round the top, and I" lace 
roiiiid tiie bottom, plate in front bearing device, siirmounted by a 
cockade, scales with lion head studs, either to fasten under the^ chin 
or to meet at to|>, leather peak broad. 

Feather — Green upright hackle, 12'^ long, with, a silver socket. 

Breeches — Wiiite. kerseymere, with Corps buttons and buckles at 
the knee. 

Stockings — White silk. Shoes with plated buckles, 

Fmiialoom — With Hessian boots. 

Sahre — The King's new regulation sabre, and leather scal)])ard. 

Belt — Black leatlier broad, worn round tiie waist under the 
coatee?. 

Cra/cat — Black silk. 

Gloves — White leather. 

Dress. — —Loose white linen, with Wellington boots. 

All As in full dress. 

Undress. — Dark green round shell jacket, black cloth cuff 
and collar, cpiite plain, and to be united in front with hooks and eyes, 
collar 3" deep, cuff slashed. 

Gap— The regulation cap covered with oilskin, quite plain. 

Every other part of dress, as prescribed for Infantry of the Line.^ 

Great Coat. — Deep' blue,' with stand uj.) collar, perfectly plain, 
single breasted with regimental buttons. 


APPENDIX B. 


Stations of the Head -Quarters of the Corps, 1831 to 1910* 


Station. 


To 

Special Employment. 

Perarnbore 

July 

1831 

Aug. 

1831 

Pooiiamallec-Vellout road 

Trim one hy 

Aug. 

S?' ■ 

Feb., 

■1832 

Bangalore 

Feb. 

1832 

July 

" ' 

Proceeded • on Fd. , Service, 
but returned from Pe- 
nang 

Malay Peninsula 

July 


Aug. ■ 

77 

Madras 

Aug. 

V 

Sept. 

77 


Bangalore 

Sept. 

n ■ 

Mar. 

1834 

Field Service 

Coorg 

Mar. 

1834 

April 

' n 

Bangalore 

May 

n 

July 


Coonoor Ghat works 

Nilgiris 

Aug. 

, n 

Jan, 

1835 

Coorg 

Peb. 

183.3 

Oct. 

1836 

Cooiioor Ghat works 

Nilgiris 

Nov. 

1836 

Sept, 

1838 

Bangalore 

. Sept, 

1838 

Aug, 

1839 

Chennapatam-Ciosepet rd. 

tr nni*n Anl 


1830 

Feb. 

1840 

Field Service 
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Statio,h. 

From 

To 

Special Employmknt. 

China 

. April 

1840 

Jan. 

1843 

Field Service 

l^Iadras 

. Jan. 

1843 

May 



BangaIo;re ■ . 

. June 


Oct. 

1845 


Coorg , 

. Ivov. 

1845 

Aug. 

1852 


Burma , 

. Sept. 

1852 

Jan. 

1854 

Field Service 

Coorg' 

. Mar. 

1854 

Jan. 

1855 


Dowlaishwaram . 

Mar. 

1855 

Jan. 

1865 

Godaveri anicut, & canal 

Bangalore 

,, Mar. 

1865 

Date. 


works 


Stations of “A” Company. {Now “6”’ Company). 


Perambore 
Trimoncliy 
Bangaloi-e 
Malay Peninsula 

Madras 

Bangalore 

Coorg 


Bangalore 
Det. at Salem 

Nilgiris 

Coorg 

N ilgiris 

Bangalore 

China 

Madras 

Bellary 


Jubbulpore 
Kampti 
Berliampore 
and Ganjam 
Coorg 
Aden 
Mercara 
Burma 

Dowlai si) waram 
Kimedi 

Dowlaishwaram 

China 

Dowlaishwaram 

Secunderabad 

Bellary 

Bangalore 

Rangoon 

Bangalore 

Secunderabad 

Bombay 

Bangalore 


July 

1831 

Aug. 

1831 

Aug. 

11 

Feb. 

1832 

Mar. 

1832 

July 

11 

July 

JJ 

Aug. 

11 

Aug. 

11 

Sept. 

11 

Sept. 

11 

Mar. 

1834 

Mar. 

1834 

April 

11 

May 

11 

July 

11 

July 

11 

April 

1838 

July 

11 

Jan. 

1835 

Feb. 

1835 

Oct. 

1836 

Nov. 

1836 

1838 

x\pril 

1840 

April 

1840 

Jan. 

1843 

Jan. 

1843 

May 

11 

Aug. 


Dec. 

11 

Dec. 

11 

Feb. 

1847 

Dec. 

11 

Feb. 

1844 

Feb. 

1844 

Jan. 

1845 

Mar. 

1845 

June 

1846 

June 

1846 

Feb. 

1847 

Feb. 

1847 

Feb. 

1850 

Feb. 

1850 

Feb, 

1852 

Feb. 

1852 

Jan. 

1856 

Feb. 

1856 

Dec, 

11 

Dec. 

11 

Aug, 

1857 

Aug. 

1857 

Feb. 

1860 

Mar. 

1860 

Dec. 

11 

Feb. 

1861 

Nov. 

1862 

Dec. 

1862 

Feb. 

1864 

Mar. 

1864 

Feb. 

1868 

Feb. 

1868 

Feb, 

1869 

Feb. 

1869 

Mar. 

1872 

April 

1872 

May 

1877 

May 

1877 

Dec. 

1878 

Dec. 

1878 

July 

1879 

July 

1879 

Oct. 

IS 


Road work 

Field Service, but only 
reached Penang 


Field Service, with Eastern 
Column, under Brigadier 
Lindsay 

Detachment employed on 
Sholagiri Ghat 
Coonoor Gliat. 

Road work. 

Coonoor and Segar Ghats 

Field Service 
Work under Q.M.G. 
Erection of barracks, etc. 
Detachment remained at 
Bellary 
Field Service 
Road work 


WithH.Q. of Corps 
Work on fortifications 

Field Service 

Road work 

Field Service 


Work under P.W.D. 

Pagoda defences, etc. 
Water supply works 

Submarine Mining Instrm 



StATIO!^. 


From 


To 


Special E:\iploy!^iext. 


Xov. 

1879 

Oct. 

18S0 

Field Service 

Oct. 

1880 

Auer. 

1882 


Aug. 

1882 

Ocn 


Field Service 

Oct, 

7 ? 

Dec. 

1885 



Afgljanistan 
Bangalore 
Egypt 
Bangalore 

On reorganisation of the- Corps on 16-12-1885, it Beeain.e “ A ” 
Special Depot Company, with its. Head-Quarters iiermaiiently at the 
Head-Quarters of the Corps. 

The following are the stations at wliieli Sections have since: b€*eii 


1891 Submarine Miriing ; 
this detachment was 
abolished in 1891 
1886 Tclegraplp 1 . S. . 
1891 Telegraph, F. S. 


employed : — 


Rangoon 

... 1885 

Burma 

... jSTov. 

Hazara 

Feb. 

Malakand and 


Buiier 

...July 

Tirah 

... Aug. 

China 

... Aug. 

Soiiialilaiid 

... Aug. 


1885 

1891 

1897. 

1900 

1903 


Mav 


A]iril 

Aug. 

July 


1898 Telegraph, F. S, 

1898 ,Pr. P,-L, on F. S. 

1901 Tel. .Pr. and P.-L. on F. S. 
1904 Printing, F. S, 


Under LA.O. dated Simla, 7-12-1903, it became “O’’ Company. 


Stations of B.” Company. (Noifj iVb, 10 Comimny), 


Nizam’s Dominions. July* 1831 


Bangalore 

Coorg 

Coorg 

Kiigiris 

Pamban 

Det. at .Salem 

Eamnad 


... Dec. 1832 
Mar. 1834 

...April „ 
...June „ 

...Dec. 1836 

...June 1834 

...Feb. 1838 


May 1882 
Mar. 1834 
April „ 


June „ 
Dec* 1836 

Feb. 1838 

April 5 , 

Mar. „ 


Hyderabad-Masiiilpatam rd. 

Field Ser. with JiTortlierii 
Column, under Lieut.- 
Col. Waugh 

M ercara-Manj a,r aba d rd. 

Coonoor, Kotagiri, and 
Segar Bhats 

Constructing P' a m b a, ii 
Channel 

Sholagiri Ghat and other 
roads 


On reduction of the Corps to six companies, under G.O.G. dated 
26-12-1837, “ B ” company w^as broken up, and reformed from “ G ” and 
H ” Companies in March 1838. 


Masulipatam 
Det. at Poona- 
mallce 

China 
Madras 
Bangalore 
V iraraj endrape t 

Bangalore 

Dowlaishwaram 

Aden 

Coorg 

Burma 


Mar; 1838 .Jan. 1840 


April „ Sept. 

Feb. 1840 Jan. 
Jan. 1843 June 
June ,, Aug. 
Oct. 1844 Sept. 

Oct. 1845 April 
Sept. 1840 . Jan. 
Jan. 1850, April 
April 1852 "Sept. 
Sept. 3 , ■ Jan. 


1838 Repairing Great Western 

road 

1843 Field Sendee 

„ W^ork under the Q3I.G. 

1844 

1845 Tracing and making road, 

Periarnbadi Gliat 

1846 

1850 Goda%"eri anient 
1852 Aden fortifications 

1856 Field Service, and Arakan- 

Pegu road 
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' Station. Feom To Special Employment. 

:I)owlaisliwara3ii ... Jan. 1856 Jan. 1857 

Persia ...Jan. 1857 June. „ Field Service 

Central India ... Jiiiie ,, July 1858 Field Service 

Dowlaisliwarani ... Sept. 1858 Oct. 1859 

Wellington ...Nov. 1859 Mar. 1863 Road etc., work 

Port Blair ...May 1863 Mar. 1865 Building ]3arracks etc. 

Bangalore ...Mar. 1865 Dec. 1866 

Coonoor ... Dec. 1866 Feb. 1867 Ghat work 

Mercara ...Mar. 1867 June ,, Roadwork 

Bangalore ... June „ Oct. „ 

Lakadi, Wynaad... Nov. „ May 1869 Tanibercheri Ghat 
Bangalore ... May 1869 Feb. 387^ 

Rangoon ...Feb. 1872 Feb. 1875 Pagoda defences 

Bangalore ... Feb. 1875 Dec. 1876 

Nellore ...Dec. 1876 Dec. 1877 Famine relief works, East 

Coast canal 

Bangalore ...Jan. 1878 Dec. 1878 

Afghanistan ...Dec. „ June 1879 Field Service 

Bangalore ...July 1879 Jan. 1882 Mysore State Railway from 

March to July 1881 

Secunderabad ... Feb. 1882 Oct. 1885 

Suakin ...Nov. 1885 May 1886 Field Service 

On reorganisation of the Corps on 16-12-1885, it became 2iid Company 

Bangalore ...May 1886 Mar. 1887 

Burma ...Mar. 1887 Mar. 1890 Field Service 

Bangalore ...April 1890 Sept. 1892 

Secunderabad ...Sept. 1892 Nov. 1895 

Bangalore ... Jan. 1896 Oct. 1896 

Thayetmyo ...Oct. „ Dec. ,, 

Mandalay-Kunlon 

Railway ...Dec. „ June 1897 

Maymyo ... June 1897 Dec. ,, 

Mandalay-Kunlon 

Railway ...Dec. ,, June 1898 

Thayetmyo ...June 1898 Nov. 3899 

Bangalore ...Nov. 3899 Jan. 1901 

Nandidroog ... Jan, 1901 Mar, „ 

Khar ...Mar. „ April 1902 

Chakdara ... April 1902 July „ 

Malakand ...July „ Oct. ,, 

Delhi camp and 

manoeuvres ... Nov. 1902 Jan. 1903 

Bangalore ...Jan. 1903 Jan. 1905 

Became No. 10 company under I.A.O. dated Simla 7-12-1903 

Camp Morappur... Jan. 1905 Mar. 1905 Platelaying 
Bangalore ... Mar. „ Oct. 1906 

Secunderabad ...Oct. 3906 Date 

Stations of “ C Company. {Now No. 11 Company), 
Peramboro ... July 1831 Aug. 1831 

Trirnonchy ... Aug. „ Dec. „ Poonamallee-Vellout road 
Malacca ...Dec. „ April 1833 Field Service 



Station.; 

Pno5i 

To 

■ 211 

S,rECIAL , Employaient. 

Madras ' . ... 

April 

1833 

Nov. 

IS33 


Nilgiris 

, Nov. 


Mar. 

1834 

Coonoor Chat 

Coorg . 

, Mar. 

1834 

June 

77 

S^rvirf*. ivitli the 

Nilgiris 

. June 


Dec. 

77 

\re.sti‘rii Coll!, inn under 
Col. .Fcsiiiis 

Coonoor Ohai' 

Coorg 

. Jan. 

IS35 

Nov, 

183S 

M^'U’cara-Fm^erpet road^ A 

Bangalore 

. Feb, 

1838 

Nov. 

77 

Aiereara-Marigalf >re road 
via Sariipagi Ghat 

Det. empiuyed on fort & 

Belgaum 

. Nov, 

77 

Dee. 

1840 

roads 

Building tiarracks, & Bel- 

Scinde' and 
Afghanistan ... 

, Dec. 

1840 

May 

ISM 

gaum“\'iiigorla road 

Field Service. 

Bangaicire 

Coorg 

. May 

1844 

Oct. 

1845 


, Nov, 

1845 

Oct. 

1847 


Periamhadi 

, Oct. 

1847 

May 

3848 

Gliat works 

Aden 

Sept. 

1848. 

Dec. 

1851 

Aden forti,iications 

Coorg 

Dec. 

1851 

Aug. 

1852 


Biirrna 

Sept. 

1852 

Jan. 

1856 

Field Service 

Dowlaisliwaram ••• 

Jan. 

1856 

Aug. 

1857 


Bengal 

Aug. 

1857 

April 

I860 

Field Service 

Madras 

April 

1860 

Aug. 



N ortliern C irears , . . 

Aug. 

17 

Jan. 

1863 

Various works at Waitair 

Bangalore 

Feb. 

1863 

April 

1866 

Jeypoiv, efe. 

Port Blair 

April 

1866 

Mar. 

1867 

Convict Iiarraeks, etc. 

Bangalore 

Mar. 

1867 

Mar. 

1868 


Bellary 

Mar. 

1868 

Nov. 

1870 

Work under RW.B, 

Bangalore 

Nov, 

1870 

Jan. 

1S75 


llangoon 

Jan, 

1875 

Nov. 


Pagoda drJenees, etc. 

Malay F'ield Force 

Dec, 

77 

Mar. 

■1876 

Field Service 

Bangalore 

April 

Oct. 

1876 

Oct. 

1877 


Madras 

1877- 

Feb. 

1,878 

Faniiiie relief works 

Bangalore 

Feb. . 

1878 

April 

1879 


Afghanistan 

Dec. 

1S79 

Oct. . 

1880 

Field Service 

Bangalore 

Oct. 

1880 

Dee. ■ 

1881 


N<agpiir 

Dee. 

1881 

Oct. 

1885 

Rehu ikli iig Seetabuldee 

Burma 

Nov. 

1885 

Mar. 

1887* 

.fort ■ 

Field Service 

On reorganisation of the Corps 

on 16-l2-1885j ifc became 3rtl Company, 

Bangalore 

Bfar. 

1887 

Sept. 

1889 


Secunderabad 

Sept. 

1889 

Sept 

1892 


Nichuguard" Mani- 
pur road 

Oct. 

1892 

Mar. 

1893 

Road work 

Bangalore 

April 

1893 

Oct. 

77 


Chin Hills 

Nov. 


Mar. 

1894 


M ring van 

April 

1894 

Nov. 

77 


Chin Hills 

Nov. 

., ' 77 

April 

1895 


Thayetinyo, „ , 

May 

1895 

Oct, 

77 


Chin Hills 

Nov. 

■77 ■ ■■ ■■ 

May 

1896 


Thayetmyo 

Bangalore 

May 

1896 

Oct. 

77 


Nov. 

■ 77 ■■ ■ 

July 

1900 


Pekin 

Aug. 

1900 

Nov. 

n 

Fiehl Service 



ms 






Station. , 

From 

To 

Special Employment^ 

Sliaiighai^' . ... 

Nov. 

1900 

April 1901 


Weill eiwei 

April 

1901 

June 

ri 


Secunderabad ... 

June 


Nov. 

1903 


Became No. 11 Company tinder I.A.O. dated Simla 7-12490B. 

Bangalore 

Nov, 

1903 

May 

1907 


Ootacamund 

May 

1907 

April 

1908 


Bangalore 

April 

1908 

Nov. 

1909 


Eawal Piiidi 

Nov. 

1909 

Date 

Detachment in Chitral Oct. 






1909 to date. 

Stations of 

“D" Company. 

(Now 

No. M Gomijpany), 

Moulmeiii 

. duly 

1881 

Nov. 

1832 


Madras 

. Nov. 

1832 

Feb. 

1834 


Kimedi 

.Feb. 

1834 

April 

1835 

Field Service 

Madras 

. July 

1835 

Aug. 

1840 Quarrying rock for break- 






water ; Red Hills water 






supply ; and Reclama- 






tion. 

Niigiris 

. Aug. 

1840 

Feb. 

1843 

Ghat works 

Bangalore 

. Feb. 

1843 

April 

1844 


Aden 

. April 

1844 

April 1847 

Defence work 

Coorg 

. April 

1847 

Nov. 

1849 


Dowiaishwarara 

. Dec, 

1849 

April 1853 

Godaveri anicut 

Bezwada 

. April 

1852 

Jan. 

1855 

Kistna anicut 

Dowlaishwaram 

. Jan. 

1855 

Dec. 

ff 


Rangoon 

. Dec. 


Oct. 

1869 


Madras 

. Nov. 

1859 

Jan. 

1861 

Repairs to Fort St. George 

Bangalore 

. Feb. 

1861 

Mar. 

1862 


Lakadif Wynaad 

. Mar. 

.1862 

Mar. 

1866 

Tambercheri Ghat 

Bangalore 

. Mar. 

1866 

Mar. 

1867 


Port Blair 

. Mar. 

1867 

May 

1868 

Convict barracks 

Secunderabad 

. Mar. 

1868 

Dec. 

1872 

Trimulgherry barracks 

Bangalore 

. Jan. 

1873 

Nov. 

1875 


Rangoon 

. Dec. 

1875 

Feb. 

1879 

Pagoda defences 

Bangalore 

. Mar. 

1879 

July 



Rumpa District 

. Jan. 

jj 

Dec. 

1880 Suppression of disturb- 






ances etc. 

Bangalore 

. Jan. 

1881 

Jan. 

1883 


Ootacamund 

. Jan. 

1883 

April 

1885 


Bangalore 

. April 

1885 

Oct. 

ff 


Burma 

. Nov. 

V 

Mar. 

1887 

Field Service 

On reorganization of the Corps on 16’-12-1885, it became 4th Company. 

Bangalore 

. Mar. 

1887 

Oct. 

1891 


Dipupani, Assam 

Nov. 

1891 

Mar. 

1892 


Bangalore 

. April 

1892 

Oct. 



Chin Hills 

. Nov. 

If 

April 1894 

Det. on F.S, in 1893 

Thayetmyo 

. April 

1894 

Oct. 

If 


Bangalore 

. Nov. 

If 

Aug. 

1897 


Tirah Expedition 

Aug. 

1897 

April 

1898 

Field Service 

Malakand 

. April 

1898 

July 



Khar 

. July 

jy 

Mar. 

1899 


Secunderabad . 

. April 

1899 

Dec. 



Bangalore 

. Dec. 


Mar. 

ife 


Sikkim and 






Thibet Expn. .. 

. Mar. 

1903 

Sept. 

1904 


Became No. 12 Company under I.A.O. dated Simla 7-12-1903. 
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. Station. From To Speciaii Emplotme^. 

Bangalore ... Oct. 1904 Maj 1907 

Ootacaioiiiid ... May 1907 April 1908 

Bangalore ...April 1908 Date 

Stations of the “ E ” Company. {No-w Ko, 13 Oompmwj'), 

Perambore ... July 1831 Aiig. 1831 

Trimonchy ... Aug, „ ■ Feb. 1832 Pooiiamallee-Vellotit road 

Bangalore ...Mar. 1832 Nov. 1833 Repairing the fort 

Nilgiris ... Nov. 1833 Mar. 1834 Coonoor Ghat 

Coorg ... Mar. 1834 June „ Field Service with the' 

Western Column under. 
Col. Foulis. 

Nilgiris ...June „ Dec. „ Coonoor Ghat 

Coorg ... Jan. 1835 Sept. 1838 Mereara-Fraserpet road^ 

and M ercara-Mangalore- 
road via Sampagi Ghat. 

Bangalore Sept. 1838 Nov. 1839 

Berhampore and 

Ganjam ... Dec. 1839 Mar. 1845 Constructing and repair* 

ing roads. 

Bangalore ... April 1845 Oct. „ 

Aden ... Nov. „ Nov. 1848 Defence work 

Coorg ... Dec. 1848 Feb. 1852 i 

Burma ...Feb. 1852 Mar. 1856 Field Service 

Dowlaishwaram ... April 1856 Oct. 1859 Godaveri anient 

Burma ...Dec. 1859 July 1862 Repairing forts, and im-* 

proving roads 

Dowlaishwaram ... July 1862 Dec. 1863 

Lakadi, Wynaad... Feb. 1864 May 1864 Tamberclleri Ghat 

Coimbatore ...May „ Sept. „ 

Lakadi, Wynaad... Sept. „ Mar. 1866 Tamberclieri Ghat 

Bangalore ... Mar. 1866 Sept. „ 

Lakadi, Wynaad... Sept. „ May 1868 Tamberclieri Ghat 

Bangalore ...May 1868 April 1869 

Port Blair ...May 1869 May 1870 Convict barracks 

Bangalore ... May 1870 Sept. 1872 

Nilgiris ... Sept. 1872 Mar. 1876 Work under the P.W.Dr 

Bangalore ... Mar, 1876 Mar. 1877 AVater supply 

Bellary, Kadapah, 

and Kurnool ... Mar. 1877 Jan. 1878 Famine relief works 

Bangalore ... Jan. 1878 Dec, „ 

Afghanistan ... Jan. 1879 June 1879 Field Service 

Bangalore ...July „ Oct. „ 

Rangoon ... Nov. „ J’’eb. 1881 

Bangalore ... Mar. 1881 ■ Mar. 1884 One section proceeded to 

Eg}"pt on lleld Service 

Egypt (Detach.) ... Aug. 1882 Oct 1882 : 

Aden ... Mar. 1884 Sept. 1886 Aden Defences 

On reorganisation of the Corps on 16-12-18855 it became 5tli Company. 

Bangalore ... Sept. 1886 Jan. 1888 

Shan Hills ... Mar. Mar. 1889 Field Sendee 

Chin Hills ... April 1899 May 1890 

Mandalay May 1890 April 1891 
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Station. Fbom To Special Employment. 


Sliangbai 

Nov. 

1900 

April 

1901 


Welheiwei 

April 

1901 

June 

11 


Secunderabad ... 

June 

>5 

Nov. 

1903 


Became No. 11 Company under I.A.O. dated Simla 7-12-1903. 

Bangalore 

Nov. 

1903 

May 

1907 


Ootacamund 

May 

1907 

April 

1908 


Bangalore 

April 

1908 

Nov. 

1909 


Rawalpindi 

Nov. 

1909 

Date 

Detachment in Chitral Oct, 






1909 to date. 

Stations of 

“ D 

Company. 

{Now 

Gomipany), 

Moulmein 

July 

1831 

Nov. 

1832 


Madras 

Nov. 

1832 

Feb. 

1834 


Kimedi 

Feb. 

1834 

April 

1835 

Field Service 

Madras 

July 

1835 

Aug. 

1840 

Quarrying rock for break- 






water ; Red Hills w^ater 






supply ; and Reclama- 






tion. 

Nilgiris 

Aug. 

1840 

Feb. 

1843 

Ghat works 

Bangalore 

Feb. 

1843 

April 

1844 


Aden 

April 

1844 

April 1847 

Defence work 

Coorg 

April 

1847 

Nov. 

1849 


Dowiaishwaram ... 

Dec. 

1849 

April 

1852 

Godaveri anicut 

Bezwada 

April 

1852 

Jan. 

1855 

Kistna anicut 

Dowiaishwaram ... 

Jan. 

1855 

Dec. 



Rangoon 

Dec. 

jj 

Oct. 

1859 


Madras 

Nov. 

1859 

Jan. 

1861 

Repairs to Fort St. George 

Bangalore 

Feb. 

1861 

Mar. 

1862 


Lakadi, Wynaad... 

Mar. 

1862 

Mar. 

1866 

Tambercheri Ghat 

Bangalore ... 

Mar. 

1866 

Mar. 

1867 


Port Blair 

Mar, 

1867 

May 

1868 

Convict barracks 

Secunderabad ... 

Mar. 

1868 

Dec. 

1872 

Trimulgherry barracks 

Bangalore 

Jan. 

1873 

Nov. 

1875 


Rangoon 

Dec. 

1875 

Feb. 

1879 

Pagoda defences 

Bangalore 

Mar. 

1879 

July 

11 


Riimpa District ... 

Jan. 

)> 

Dec. 

1880 

Suppression of disturb- 






ances etc. 

Bangalore 

Jan. 

1881 

Jan. 

1883 


Ootacamund ... 

Jan. 

1883 

April 

1885 


Bangalore 

April 

1885 

Oct. 



Burma ... 

Nov. 


Mar. 

1887 

Field Service 

On reorganization of the Corps 

on 16-12-1885, it became 4th Company. 

Bangalore 

Mar. 

1887 

Oct. 

1891 


Dipupani, Assam . 

Nov. 

1891 

Mar. 

1892 


Bangalore 

April 1892 

Oct. 

jy 


Chin Hills 

Nov, 


April 

1894 

Det. on P.S, in 1893 

Thayetmyo 

April 

1894 

Oct. 



Bangalore 

Nov. 

jy 

Aug. 

1897 


Tirah Ixpedition 

Aug. 

1897 

April 

1898 

Field Service 

Malakand 

April 

1898 

July 



Khar 

July 


Mar. 

1899 


Secunderabad .. 

April 

1899 

Dec. 



Bangalore 

Dec. 


Mar. 

1903 


Sikkim and 






Thibet Expn. ... 

Mar. 

1903 

Sept. 

1904 



Became No. 12 Company under I.A.O. dated Simla 7-12-1903. 


21B 


STATI02f. 


Feom 


To 


Special BMPLoyMEHi:. 


Bangalore 

.Ootacaioimd 

Bangalore 


... Oct. 1904 May 1907 
... May 1907 April 1908 
...'April 1908 Date 


Stations of the Company. {KowNo. lS Qompmiy). 


Perambore 

Trimoncliy 

Bangalore 

Nilgiris 

Coorg 


Nilgiris 

Coorg 


... July 
... Aug. 
... Mar. 
... Nov. 
... Mar. 


... June 
... Jan. 


1831 Aua. 

„ Fell 

1832 Nov. 

1833 Mar. 

1834 June 


„ 'Dec. 
1835 Sept. 


Bangalore 
Berhainpore and 
Ganjani, 


Sept. 1838 Nov. 


1831 

1832 Poonamallee-Vellout road 

1833 Repairing the fort 

1834 Coonoor Ghat 

„ Field Service with the 
Western Column under 
Col. Foulis. 

„ Coonoor Ghat 

1 838 Mereara-Fr aserpet road, 

and Mercara-Mangalore 
road via Sampagi Ghat, 

1839 


Dec, 1839 Mar. 1845 


Bangalore ... April 1845 Oct. 

Aden ... Nov. „ Nov. 

Coorg ... Dec. 1848 Feb. 

Burma Feb. 1852 ' Mar. 

Dowlaishwaram ... April 1856 Oct. 
Burma ... Dec. 1859 July 

Dowlaishwaram ... July 1862 Dec. 
Lakadi, Wynaad... Feb. 1864 May 
Coimbatore ...May „ Sept, 
Lakadi, Wynaad... Sept. „ Mar. 
Bangalore ... Mar. 1866 Sept. 

Lakadi, Wynaad... Sept. „ May 

Bangalore ... May 1868 April 

PorCBlair May 1869 May 

Bangalore ... May 1870 Sept. 
Nilgiris ... Sept. 1872 Mar. 

Bangalore •.* Mar. 1876 Mar. 
Bellary, Kadapah, 
and Kurnool ... Mar. 1877 Jan. 
Bangalore ... Jan. 1878 Dec. 
Afghanistan ... Jan. 1879 June 
Bangalore ... July „ Oct. 
Rangoon ... Nov. „ P'eb. 

Bangalore ••• Mar. 1881 Mar. 

Egypt (Detach.) ... Aug. 1882 Oct, 
Aden ••• Mar. 1884 Sept. 


1848 

1852 

1856 

1859 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1866 

1868 

1869 

3870 

1872 

1876 

1877 

1878 

n 

1879 

1881 

1884 

1882 

1886 


Constructing and repair- 
ing roads. 

Defence work 

f 

Field Service 
Godaveri aniciit 
Repairing forts, and im** 
proving roads 

Tambercheri Ghat 

Tambercheri Ghat 

Tambercheri Ghat 

Convict barracks 

Work under the P.W.Dt 
Water supply 

Famine relief works 

Field Service 


One section proceeded to 
Egypt on Field Service 

Aden Defences 


On reorganisation of the Corps on 16-12-1885, it became 5th Company. 


Bangalore 
Shan Hills 
Chin Hills 
Mandalay 


.. Sept. 1886 Jan. 1888 
.. Mar. 1888 Mar. 1889 Field Service 
.. April 1899 May 1890 
May 1890 April 1891 



Station. 


From 


To 


Special Employment. 


'§20 



>1 


I 


Bangalore 
Malakand 
Bangalore 
Camp Tilkan 
Camp Gumbat 
Bangalore 


... May 
... Get. 
... May 
... Feb. 
...Jan. 
... April 


1891 Sept. 1895 

1895 April 1S9S Field Service 

1898 Jan. 1901 

1901 Jan. 1902 | Kiishalgarli Kolia t 

1902 April ,, j Tliali railway 
„ Nov. 1903 


Became No. 13 Company, under I.A.O. dated Simla 7-12-1903. 



Secunderabad 

Bangalore 


... Nov. 1903 Oct. 1906 
... Oct. 1906 Date. 


Stations of “ F ” Company. {Noiv Ak>. 14 Oo7npcmy). 


Nizam’s Domi- 
nions 
Bangalore 
Malacca 

Bangalore 

Coorg 


f. IVlay 1832 

... July „ 

... Sept. „ 
... Mar, 1834 


July „ 

Sei3t. ,, 

Mar. 1834 
June 


Nilgiris ...June „ 

Salem (Detach.)... June „ 
Coorg ... Jan. 1835 


China 

Hongkong 


Coorg 

Periambadi 

Aden 

Dowlaishwaram 
Bezwada 
Secunderabad . 

Dowlaishwaram 

Burma 

Dowlaishwaram 

Jeypore 

Dowlaishwaram 

Secunderabad 

Seroncha 

Secunderabad 

Bangalore 

Port Blair 

Bangalore 

Nilgiris 

Bangalore 

Burma 


. April 1840 
. Nov. 1842 


. Nov. 1846 
. May 1851 
. Sept. „ 

. Feb. 1855 
. Nov. „ 

. July 1857 

. July 1859 
. Dec. „ 

. Mar. 1862 
• Dec. ,, 

. April 1863 
.April 1864 
. Jan. 1867 
. Dec. 

. Feb. 1869 
. May 1870 
. Feb. 1871 
■ April 1876 
. Dee. 1878 
, Feb. 1879 


Hyderabad-Masulipatam 

road 

Proceeded on Field Service 
but returned from Penang 

Field Service, with Eastern 
Column under Brigadier 
Lindsay 

Dec. „ Coonoor Ghat 
April 1838 Sholagiri Ghat 
Feb. 1840 Roads from Mereara to 
Fraserpet, and to Manga- 
lore via the Sampagi 
Ghat 

Oct. 1842 Field Service 
Oct. 1846 Detachments at Chusan, 
and Koolongsoo. Erect- 
ing fortifications and 
building hamacks 

Ghat work 
Defence works 

Eistna anicut 
Constructing the En- 
trenchment 

Repairing Tonghoo fort 
and station 


May 1851 
Sept. „ 
Dec. 1854 
Nov. 1855 
July 1857 
June 1859 

Oct. 1859 
Mar. 1862 

” 

Mar. 1863 
Mar. 1864 
Dee. 1866 
Nov, 1867 
Jan. 1869 
April 1870 
Feb. 1871 
Mar. 1876 
Dec. 1878 
Feb. 1879 
Jan. 1882 


Establishing Cantonment 
Work on Entrenchment 

Convict barracks 

Work under the P.W.D. 

Thayetmyo and Rangoon 
defences 


Station. 


Fbom 


To 


Special Employment. 


Bangalore 

Feb. 

1882 

Feb. 

1885 


■Suakin 

. Mar. 

1885 

Dec. 

33 

Field Service 

Bangalore 

. Dec. 

JJ 

Dec. 

1886 


On reorganisation of the Corps on 16-12-1885, it became 6th Company. 

Secunderabad 

Dec. 

1886 

Sept. 

1889 


Burma 

Chin-Lusliai . 

Sept. 

1889 

Nov. 

33 


Expedition 

.Nov. 

1890 

June 

1890 

Field Service 

Mandalay 

June 

Mar. 

1891 


Chin Hills. A. 

Mar. 

1891 

June 



Mandalay ' 

June 


Nov. 


, 1 

Chin Hills, ■ .. 

Dee. 

jj 

May 

1892 


Mandalay ' 

May 

1892 

Oct. 

33 


Bangalore 

Oct. 

3? 

April 

1895 


Cliitral F. F. 

April 

1895 

Aug. 

’3 

Field Service { 

Bangalore 

Sept. 

3’ 

Nov. . 

33 


Secunderabad 

Jan. 

1896 

Mar, 

1899 


Malakand 

Mar. 

1899 

Nov. 



Chakdara 

Nov. 

33 

Feb. 

1900 


Rhar , . 

Feb. 

1900 

May 



Malakand .. 

, May 

33 

Oct. 

1901 


Khar 

, Oct. 

' ' 3 '» 

Mar. ' 


Bangalore 

April 1901 

Nov, 

33 


Nandidroog « 

Nov. ' 

3? 

Dec. 

33 


Bangalore 

Dec. 

p 

Sept. 

1903 


Chitral 

Oct. 

1903 

Oct. 

1904 


Became No. 14 

Company under LA.O. 

dated Simla 7-12 1903. 

Bangalore 

Nov. . 

1904. 

Date 



Station of the “ Q ’ 

Company. 

{ Woiv No, 9 Company), 


Perambore 
Trimonchy 
Malacca 
Madras 
Nilgiris 
Nizam’s Dom- 
inions 

Berhampore 

Gumsur 

Bamalkotta 

Masulipatam 


..July 1831 Aug. 1831 
.. Aug. „ Dec. ,, 

.. Dec. „ April 1833 


..April' 1838 \ Nov. 
.. Nov. ■ '■ ' ,j Jan. 
.. Feb. 1834 July 


Dec. ,, Poonamallee-Vellout road 
April 1833 Field Service 


,j Jan. 1834 

1834 July 1836 Hyderabad-Masulipatam 
road 

1836' Nov. ■ ■ ■ .. . 

,, April 1837 Field Service 


July 1836 Nov. 
Nov, ,, Apri 
April 1837 No\". 
Dec. ,, Aug. 


Masulipatam ...Dec. „ Aug. 1838 Repairing the fort 

On reduction of Establishment under G.O.G. dated 20-12-1837, it 
was absorbed into “B” Company, but it was raised again under 
G.O.C.C. dated 8-9-1854. 


Dowlaishwaram ...Jan. 
Burma ... Dec. 

Madras ... Nov 

Lakadi, Wynaad . . . Oct. 

Cannanore ... Mar 

Port Blair ... Jan. 

Bangalore ... May 

Wellington ... Jum 


1855 Nov. 1855 


1859 Thayetmyo defences 


...Nov. 1859 Sept. 1860 Repairing Fort St. George 
... Oct. 1860 Mar. 1864 Ghat work 

... Mar. 1864 Dec. ,, 

...Jan. 1865 April 1866 Convict barracks 

... May 1866 Dec. 1867 

... June 1867 Nov. „ Detachment on Kotagiri 

road under the P.W.D. 




liiiiiiBii# 


To 
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Station. 


From 


Special Employment. 


DavigudiiUm 

. Jan. 

1860 

liny 

186?> 

Work under the P.W.D. 

Do wlaisii waram * . 

. May 


Mar, 

1864 

Beciinderabad 

. April 

1864 

Oct. 

1857 


Abyssinia 

. Dee. 

1867 

June 

1868 

Field Service 

Bangalore 

. July 

J868 

Oct. 



Lakadi, Wynaad.. 

.. Oct. 


May 

1869 

Tambercheri Ghat. 

Bangalore 

. Jupe 

1869 

No\^ 

1870 

Bellary 

. Noy. 

1870 

Feb. 

1872 

Work under the P W.D. 

Dowlaishwaram .. 

. Feb. 

i872 

Dec. 

u 

Ditto. 

Secunderabad 

. Jan. 

3873 

Oct. 

18/7 


Bangalore 

r Oct. 

1877 

llay 

J878 


Madras 

. May 

1878 

Nov. 


Famine relief works, and 
Beacdi Batteries 

Afghanistan 

.. Jap. 

1879 

Jupe 

1879 

Field Service. 

Bangalore 

, June 


Dec. 

}S§o 

Mysore State Railway from 
March to June 1881. 


This company was reduced on reorganisation of the Corps on 16-12-188.3 

3tation5 of the “ L ” Company. 

This company was paised iip accordance with G.O.C.C. dated 20-11-1857 

Dowlaishwarain . JTan. 1858 Jan, 1858 

Central Provinces Jan. „ Nov. 1859 Field Service 

Dowlaishwarajp ... Nov. 1859 Mar. 1860 

Madras r-i Aprji 1«60 July 1862 Port St. George, and 

Chepauk 

This company was reduced in accordance with G.O.C.C. dated 30-1-1862. 

.Stations of the “ M ” Company. 

This company was raised in accordance with G.O.C.C dated 20-11-1857. 

Dowlaishwaram ... Jan. 1858 June J859 
Secunderabad ...June 1859 July 1862 ' 

This comjiany was reduced in accordance with G.O.C.C. dated 30-1-1862. 

appendix; c. 


Commandants of the Corps of Madras Pioneers and 
Sappers arid IHi^crs, from 1790. 


Corps of fKoneers. 

11-2-1790 to 1801 Lieut. W. Powsp, 

1802 Lieut. W. f. ffeitland, 

BcfMalions of Pioneers. 
1st Battalion. 

1803 to 1804 Captain W. P. Heitland, 
1805 „ 1808 „ E. B. Bagshaw, 
1809 „ 1812 „ R. Hughes, 


Madras Infantry. 


Madras Infantiy. 

)) j) 

)> )) 
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1813 

1814 
1816 
1820 

1825 

1826 
1827 


to 1814 Captain E. W. Snow^ 

„ 1815 „ A. N. BertTariij 

,j 1819 ■ j 5 R. McCraith, 5 , 

1824 ^ „ W. Milne, . „ 

Lieut. Wheeler and Captain Crowe, „ 
Captains Crowe, Wheeler, and Sinclair, „ 
to 30tli June 1881 Captain W. Murray, „ 

2nd Battalion. 

1803 to 1809 Captain J. Fitzpatrick, ' 

1810 „ 1819 5 , T. Smithwaite, 

1820 „ 1824 „ E. Richardson, „ 

1825 j, 30tli June 1831 Captain E. Cadogan, ■ „ 


Madras Infantry, 


Madras Infantry. 


Corps of Pioneers, 

1831 Major E. Cadogan, 

1832 to 1833 Captain W. Murray, 


iladras Inf ant ry. 


Corps of Bappjers mul Miners. 


Name. 

From 

To 

Lawe, A. 

1-7-1831 

4-3-1833 

Underwood, G. A. 

5-3-1833 

8-1-1838 . 

Smith, J. T. 

9-1-1838 

5-7-1838 Officiating. 

Pears, T.T. 

6-7-1838 

26-8-1844 


Rank on 
Appointment, 

Captain 


Lieutenant 

Rimdall J. W. 

„ Carpendale, J. 

' , Winscom, (L V. 

Hiil, C. E.D. 
Rogers, H. J. 

„ Winscom, G. V. 

Major (Lt.-CoL) Prendergast, H. 

N. D., V.C., c.B. 
„ Prendergast,H.L. 

'Sim, C. A. 

,, Hamilton, A. F. 

„ ■ Wilkieson, C. B. 

' „ Goodwyii, H. E. 

n.s.o. 


J’ 

Captain 


27-8-1844 17-12-1852 Died on F. S. 
18-12-1852 12-1-1857 

13-1-1857 ■ 8-11-1857 Officiating. 

9- 11-1857 6-1-1869 

15-8-1861 25-2-1862 „ 

26-2-1862 16-4-1863 „ 

7-1-1869 9-9-1880 

15-5-1874 . 21-5-1876' ' ■ 

10- 9-1880 20-2-1884 

2L2-1884 27-10-1890 

28-10-1890 27-10-1897 

28-10-1897 8-5-1S98 „ 


Lt.-Col. 

Grant, S. 

9-5-1898 

3-8-1902 

Major 

Russell, B. B. 

4-8-1902 

5-11-1902 


Roe, C. H. 

6-11-1902 

24-11-1902 

Lt’.-Col. 

Bond, F. G., c.B. 

25-11-1902 

23-»-1904 

Major 

Roe. C. H. 

24-3-1904 

31-5-1904 


Evans, U. W. 

1-6-1904 

5-4-1905 

Lt-’-Col. 

Anderson, P. J. 

6-4-1905 

20-6-1909 

7J 

Roe, C. H. 

21-6-1909 



Adjutants of the Corps from 1831 to date, 

Lieut. 

Law fold, E. 

1-7-1831 



Stafford, 

1834 



Rimdall, J. W, 

1842 

1814 

n 

Carpendale, J. 

1849 




2nd-Lieiit. 

Lieut. 


CLihagan, T. E. 
Prendergast, H.L, 
Hiiidle, J. W. 
Hamilton, A. P. 
Wilkieson, C. B. 
Anderson, F. J» 
Borsbie, E. P, 
Fraser, T. 
Sanders, CL A. P. 
Eobertson, W. 
Molesworth, E. K, 
Biishell, C. W. 


Alphabctics^I of Officers with the Corps of Sappers 
and Miners frorri 183 ! to 1910 . 


■ Name. 

Agnew, H. G. 
Ainslie, 0. 
Allen, H. 
Anderson F. J. 


Caobe. Fbom To 

E.E. 8-9-1903 date 

Oct. 1888 10-12-1901 

2lst M.I. April 1852 Dee. 1853 

E.E. Nov. 1884 Sept. 1888 

6-4H905 20-6-1909 Comdt. 1905-09 

„ 22-5-1896 29-11-1896 

„ Jan. 1882 7-3-1890 

Eng. Jan. 1834 Sept. 1838 

E.E. Feb. 1878 Feb. 1887 


Anderson, C. P, 
Andrews Speed, H, S. 
Armstrong, H. G. 
Attree, P. W. T, 


Babington, W. 
Baddeley, W. L. C, 
Badgley, J. M. T, 
Bailey, W. S. 
Baillie,J. E. 
Baldwin, P. B. 

Barnet, H.H. 
Barstow, J. B. 
Bassett, T. P. 
Baylay, F. 

Beevor, G. N. 
Begbie, G. J. F. 
Begbie, E. W. 

Bell, J. H. 

Bird, P. H. 
Birdwood, W. J. 
Birney, C. F, 
Bland, E. H. 

Blunt, G. 

Blunt, E. J. 
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Name. Cadre. From To 


Boddj-O. V. ... 

R.E. 

Feb. 1S73 June 

1873: 



Feb. 1879 Jan. 

1881 ■ 



April 1885 June 

1885 

BoileaOy A. J. M. ... 

Eng. 

Sept. 1840 Dec. 

1843 



Jan. 1857 July 

1857 

Boileau, L. F. 

R.E. 

Mar. 1885 Sent. 

4885 

Bolton, R. H.. 

16th M.I. Mar. 1856 May 

1856 

Bond, F. G. 

R.B. 

25-11-1902 23-3-1904 Comdt. 1902-04 

Brockman, R. R. E ... 

J5 

April 1864 Nov. 

1864 

Brookes, 0. H. 

?? 

Feb. 1871 Aug. 

1871 

Brown, P. A. 

1st M.F. 

Nov. ■ 1854 Mav 

1858 ' 

Biiriie, Bk H. C. 

R.B. 

1-8-1897 22-3-1898 

Burton, W. PI. 

Eng. 

Sept. 1857 April 

1858 

Bushel], C. W. 

R.E. 

5-3G904 

date 

Bushel], F. H. 

11 

27-10-1900 Oct. 

1906 Died OD 

Butt, A. J. 

44th M.I. Jan. 1855 July 

1863 


Cameron, H. A. 

... R.E. 

19-5-1896 29-11-1896 

Campbell, D. J. P. 

... 7th M.L 

Jan. 1855 May 

1862 

Campbeii, J. 

... Eng. 

Jan. 1844 July 

1845 

Cardaie, W. T. 

... 25th M.I. Nov. 1854 Sept. 

1855 

Carpendale, J. 

... Eng. 

July 1843 Mar. 

1857 Oo.mdt. 1852-57 

Carter, G. M. 

... 1st M.F. 

Dec. 1852 April 

1854 

Chambers, C. J. 0. 

... S.C. 

July 1869 Oct. 

:i877..' 

Chancellor, J. R. 

...R.E. 

31-5-1895 4-5-1900 

Chapman, L. P* 

• • • », 

Feb. 1887 23-3-1892 

Chatterton, J. D. 

... 3.3rd M.I. Feb. 1865 Oct. 

1865 

Clarke, T. G. 

... 21st M.I. Feb. 1857 Aug. 

■1857 - ■ . 

Clarke, S. C. 

...Eng. 

Jan. 3862 Sept. 

1862 

Clerk, R.M. , 

... Gen. List Oct. 1867 Nov. 

1867 

Close, G. D. 

... R.E. 

Mar. 1887 April 

.D87- ■ ■■ 



22-1-1890 6-2-1890 

Coaker,,W."H. ' 

... ,» ' ■ 

Dec. 1867 July 

1868 

Cockbiirn, A. W. 


Nov. .1873 Mar. 

1895 

Collins, A. E. J. 


23-3-1910 

date 

Conner, W. D. 

JJ 

Feb. 1878 Dec. 

■1882 '■ 



May 1885 Aug. 

1886 

Conran, W. D. B, 

• • • 

6-11-1905 

date 

Cotter, E. W. 

,, 

Dec. 1874 Jan. 

.■1875. 



23-2-1885 Mar. 

1890 

Cotton, F. C. 

... Eng. 

Feb. 1840 Dec. 

1842 

Crawfiird, H, P. R. 

... 34th M.I. Feb. 1863 Oct. 

1877 

Crewe, H. P. 

.. 14th M.I. Feb. 1863 July 

1864 

Crofton, H. J. 

... R.E. 

Feb. 1887 June 

1887 Died 26-6-1887 

Crookshank, A, A. 


19-12-1903 30-9-1904 

Ciimberlege, A. P. 


Oct. 1891 May 

1892 

Ciimming, W. G, 

... Eng. 

Nov. 1862 Jan. 

1864 

Cunningham, C. 

... R.E. 

Jan. 1864 Oct. 

1864 



Oct. 1866 Oct. 

18C9 

Dakeyne, H. P. 

... 22nd M.I. Nov. 1857 May 

1872 

Dale, H. M. 

... Gen. List June 1870 Dec. 

1878 
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Cadek. Feoji 


Dallas, J. 
Dalrymple, R. 
Daniel, E. S. 
Darling, C. H. 

Deal}', J. A. 

Dennison, G. 
Dick, G. J. 
Digby, T. 
Ditmas, P. 
Dobbie, G. S. 
Dobree, P. W. 
Dobson, A. E. 


Doria, R. A. 
Doinvard, A. R. P. 


Drury, C. G. 
Dufi;‘G. M. 

Dimsteryille, E. L. 


Earle, R. G. 
Edgcambe, A. R. 
Elliott, II. R. 
Ellis, C.C. 
EUis,WlM. 
Elms, F. 

Evans, II. W. 
Ewart, A. J. P. 
Ewbank, W. 


Faber, II. R. 
Farquhar, W. G. 
Filgate, A. J. 
Finlay, G. C. 
Fischer, J. F. 
Foord, G. G. 
Foord, H. H. 
Foord, M. E. 
Ford,B. 

Forster, D. 

Fox, P. R. 

Fraser, T. 
Fraser, H. A. D. 
Fulton, J. R. 
Furlong, J. I. R. 


... R.E. Jan. 

1886 Sept. 

1836 

... 19th Hu. Jan. 

1868 July 

1868 

... 1st M.F. Jan. 

1854 Dec. 

1854 

... R.E. Nov. 

1876 Oct. 

1883 ' 

April 1885 Sept. 

1885 

..A „ Feb. 

1887 June. 

1889 

Dec. 

1889 Aug. 

1890 

... Eng. Feb. 

1850 Dec. 

1853 

... 3rd. M.I. June 

1855 July 

1855 

... R.E. Mar 

1875 Feb. 

1881 

... Eng. Aug. 

1881 April 

1834 

... 39th M.I. Jan. 

1839 Oct. 

1841 

... S-C. Feb. 

1S63 Oct. 

1865 

... R.E. Feb. 

1872 April 

1873 Died on active 

Oct. 

1879 June 

1880 service on 
20-6-1880 

5th M.I. Jan. 

1841 Dec. 

1842 

... R.E. Dec. 

1870 Xov. 

1871 

Dec. 

1878 Xov. 

1880 

April 

1885 May 

1886 

... S.C. Feb. 

1870 Mar. 

1874 Died 29-3-1874 

... R.E. Mar. 

1887 Mar. 

1887 

Sept. 

1887 31-3-1888 

... „ Jan, 

1888 22-1 

G899 


R.E. 5-3-1907 date 

. Eng. Nov. 1861 Dec. 1862 
42ndM.I. Feb. 1860 Nov. 1870 
• R.E. Mar. 1875 Aug. 18S1 
14-7-1884 13-6-1S88 
16th M.I. May 1854 Sept. 1854 
R.E. Feb. 1887 22-2-1908 0% Comdt. 
16th M.I. June 1854 Feb. 1855 04-05 

R.E. Feb. 1887 June 1888 


R.E. Dec. 1872 -Mar. 1874 
. 10th M.I. Jan. 1854 May 1856 

■ Eng. Jan. 1860 Sept. 1863 
. 12th M.I. Mar. 1863 June 1867 

■ Eng. Feb. I860 Dec. 1850 
. 7th M.I. May 1856 May 1857 
. 16th M.I. Sept. 1857 Dec. 1857 

. 23rd M.I. June 1859 Nov. 1868 Died 8-11-1868 
. 12tii M.I. June 1853 Mar. 18.54 
R.B. 5-12-1901 date 

14th M.I. April 1866 July 1858 
Feb. 1863 Oct. 1863 

■ R.E. Mar. 1889 14-3-1900 

■ „ Mar. 1889 Oct. 1889 
. 37th M.I. Feb. 1863 Jan. 1866 
.20th M.I. Jan. 1852 Dec. .1853 
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Name., 

Cxahagan, A. 
Galiagaii, T, E. 
Gale, AV. A. 
Garstiiij J. A. 

Gib, AV. A, 

Grillam, R. A. 
Glanville, P. 
Goldie, AI. H. G. 
Goiclingliam, R. E. 
Goldney, W.H. 
Goodwyn, H E. , 

(jordon, H. J. G. 

Gordon, R. 

(drant, S. 

Grand, S. C. N. 
Graves, I). A. 
Gunning, C. G. 


Haggitt, E. D, 
Haig, P.T. 
Hamilton, A. P. 
Hamilton, R. E. 

Hamilton, R. 
Hammond, W. C. 
Hankin, F. G. 
Harington, E. H. 
Harris, A. AI, 
Harris, T. B. 
Harrison, T. 
Havelock, A. C. 
Hemming, N. M. 
Henderson, B. G. 
Henderson, R. 
Plenderson, P. T), 
Henderson, C. B. 

Henry, G. 


Hewetson, G* S. B. 
PI ey cock, C. li. 
Plihbert, AAb G. 
Hill, C. E. D. 
Hindle, J. AY. 
Hitchins, H. AV, 
Hodgson, F. E. 
Plorseley, AV. H. 
Howard, P. G. 
Plowes, F. A. 
Howlett, A. 


Cadre. From To 


loth M 

.1. Jan. 

1858 

Jan. 

1859 



Eng. 

Dec. 

1850 

Feb. 

1854 



R.E. 

Feb. 

1878 

Mar. 

1881 




18-10G899 

26-5 

-1904 

Killed in i 

action 

48th M 

.1. Sept. 

1854 

Mav 

1855 



EE. 

IS-’; 

M893 

30-9 

-1899 



11 

J an. 

1884 

20-3 

-1894 



Jj 

Feb. 

1871 

Alar. 

1871 



J7 

13-^ 

^-1900 

6-6 

-1901 



11 

Dec. 

1874 

April 

1883 

Offg. in 



Feb. 

1878 

3-6 

-1898 

com- 






niaiid 1897-98, 

Eng. 

Jan. 

1857 

July 

1860 

1) I* 0 n i 

^d on 




service, 11-7-60 

82nclM 

J. Aug. 

1839 

Feb. 

1844 



R.E. 


5-1898 

3-8 

-1902 

Conidt. ‘ 

1898- 






1902. 


JJ 

Feb. 

1877 

Nov. 

1878 




29-6-1904 

6-11 

-1906 



STtli 

.1. Jan. 

1858 

Oct. 

1S59 




R.E. 

Aug. 

1 885 Sept. 

1886 


Eng. 

June 

1846 Dec. 

1847 , 



Oct. 

1862 27-10 

-1890 Comdt. 

1884-90 

R.E. 

Feb. 

1875 July 

1875 ■ 



Dec. 

1878 April 

■1880 ' , 


R.E. 

■■"28-11 

-1909 

date 


Eng. 

Dec. 

1858 April 

1859 ' 


15th M 

.1. May 

1854 April 

1855- ■ 


2nd E.L. 

.1. April 

1849 Dee. 

1849 


10th M 

.1. Jan. 

1852 Dec. 

1853 


R.E. 

-29-3 

[-1806 

date 



Oct. 

1890 June 

1893 


42nd M 

.1. June 

1859 Aug. 

1860 


RE. 

, ■17-10 

1-1894 24-7 

-1900 



27-0 

;-]900 6-6 

-1901 


Eng. 

Feb. 

1840 Dec. 

. 1843 


S.C. 

J an. 

1871 May 

1871 


R.E. 

P^eb. 

1873 April 

1873 



Dec. 

1878 Sept. 

1880 



Dec. 

1871 June 

1874 



Oct. 

1879 Nov. 

1881 



Oct. 

1888 Aug. 

1 889 


34th M 

J. Nov. 

1857 Jan. 

1859 


R.E. 

Alar. 

1888 31-7 

-1909 



15-4-1895 Aug. 

1895 


Eng. 

Oct. 

1857 Oct. 

1870 Comdt. 

, 1857-69 

47th M 

.1. Oct. 

1858 Feb. 

1864 


Eng. 

Sept. 

1841 Oct. 

1846 


R.E. 

Oct. 

1895 6-1 

.-1904 


Eng. 

Jan. 

1832 Dec. 

1834 


R.E. 

10-9-1897 4-7-1902 


Eng. 

April 

1879 April 

1880 


s-ci. 

Aug. 

1872 Jan. 

1878 




Name. 

HimifraySj I. J. 
Hutton, G. M- 


Cadre. From 


Eng. Jan, IS49 Bee. 1850 

E.E. April ISS'J ;^Q-10-1894 


Iryine, F. D. 
Irving, A. B. 
Izat, \\a K 


R.E. April 1899 date 

13th M.I. May 186(J April 1865 
R.E. 17-S-1S99 ] 5^ 12-1900 


James, B. A. 
Jennings, C. J. 
Johnson, E. P. 

Johnston, J. G. 
Johnstone, A. 
Johnstone, C. G. 


R.E. Alar. 18SS 2-1-1891 Killed in action 

15th AIJ, April J 859 Feb. 1860 

R.E. Jan. 1888 31-7-1904. 

24-2-1908 date 

Eng. Alar, 1840 Dec. 1842 

51st M.I, June 1855Feb. 1857 

Eng. June 1834 Nov. 1838 


Kennedy, R B. ... 23rd AI.I. Alar. 1855 Oct. 1864 


Kensington, C. H. AI. R.E. 
Kidner, 


Dee. 1869 Jan. 1871 
10-5-1905 date 


Langley, L. 


Lawe, A. 

Lawford, E. 
Lawrence, R. T. R. 
Learoyd, C. D. 

Le Breton, E. P. 
Lewis, H. L. 
Lindley, W. D. 
Litton, D. L. 
Livesav, R. A, 
Lodi, H. a. 
Lotbiniere, H. 6. J. 

Lomc, H, D. 
Lubbock, G. 
Lugard, H. J. 
Luxniore, C. J. V. 


... R.E. 
... Eng. 

**• ?j 

... R.E. 

... ,, 

?> 

... „ 
... ,, 

... ,, 

• • • 19 

de „ 


Alar. 

Feb. 

April 

Aug. 

Aug. 
June 
Get. 
Feb. 
26-1 L 
Feb. 
Alar. 
Alar. 
20-9 
23-8- 


1873 Alay 
1879 Nqv. 
1885 June 
1831 Alar. 


1886 

1885 

1908 

d903 

1878 

1876 

1864 

■1895 

1897 


Dec. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

Alar. 

30-9 

Fel>. 

Aug. 

Nova 

28-5- 

6 - 11 - 


... „ Dec. 

... „ 31-10- 

... 47th AI.I. Oct. 

... 14th AT. 1. Feb. 


1876 Oct. 
1891 Alay 
1859 Alay 
1865 Nov. 


1873 

1880 

1885 

1833 Commanding, 
1831-33 

1831 

1886 

1 908 For Fd. Service 
-1904 
1886 

1877 Died 16-8-1877. 

1864 
1904 

1897 Invalided from 
F.S.' ■ 

1878 
1892 
1860 

1865 


Alacaulay, A. 
MacDonnell, A. C. 
AlacGown, A. 
AiacHutchin, J. 
MacKintosh, H. 
Alainwaring, J. N. 


.. Eng. Jan. 
.. R.E. April 
.. etliALI. Feb. 
.. 19th M.I. Jan. 

.. 52nd ALI. Feb. 
.. R.E. Jan. 

Oct. 


1834 Dec. 
1878 April 
1863 Feb. 
1854 Alay 
1841 Dec. 

1866 Mar. 

1867 July 


1834 

1889 

1871 

1855 

1853 

1866 

1868 



Kame, 

Mtn, H. 

]\lanlev, E, N. 
Mardell, G. S. 
Mai'indin, ,P. S. 
Marshall, H. J. M. 


Mathews, W, F« 
Mathias, F. H. 
Mathias, V. L, 
Mayne, J. 0. 

Me Glint ock, R. L. 
MxiQiieen, J. A. . 
MenzieSjA. 
Middleton, J. C. 

Moberley, F. J. 

Mobeiiey, A. S. 
Moles worth, E. K. 
Moraiit, J. L. S. 
Morris,' G aH. J. G, 
Morris, E. F. 


Morton, Mh R. 
Mullins, J. 
Miinro, W. 


Newman, E. M. T. 


Oakes, E. F. 
O’Connell, P. P. L. 
Ogiivie, D. S. 

Orr, C. A. 
Oiichteiionv, J. 
Outlaw, T. R J. 


Palmer, G. 

Palmer, W. 0. 

Pears, T. T. 

Pedler, J. P. 
Pemberton, S. 
Pennefather, R. P. . 


Cadre. From 


To 


49tli M.I, 
li.E. 

16th M.I. 
Fng. 

E.E. 


R.E. 

Gen, List 


Eng. 

E.E. 


April 1841 Dee. 1845 
31-10-1895 May 3S9S 
Mar. 1840 Apnl 1841 
Oct. I860 Jan. 1864 
April 1S89 16-9-1890 

25-2-1891 3-12-1905 

1-8-1909 date 

21-4-1898 June 1898 
Feb. 1865 July 1869 
Oct. 1871 Aug 1873 
April 1852 Dec. 1853 
8-1-1905 date 



Feb. 

1908 

Mar. 

1908 

..31st M.I. 

Nov. 

1854 

July 

1855 

,. 23rd M.I. 

Sept. 

1855 

Jan, 

1858 

,. Eng. 

June 

1859 

Nov. 

1860 

Oct. 

1846 

Oct. 

1847 


Nov. 

1865 

Jan. 

1866 


Dee. 

1846 

Dec. 

1847 

.R.E. 

30-5 

-1900 

2-11 

-1909 

• Eng. 

Jan. 

1862 

Jan. 

1864 

. R.E. 

18-2 

-1908 


date 

* JJ 

April 

1863 

April 

1864 


July 

1866 

Mar. 

1870 


Feb. 

1875 

May 

1875 

* ?» 

13-11 

-1885 

7-12 

-1885 

• Eng. 

Nov. “ 

1850 

Feb. 

1855 

, 6th M.I. 

Jan. 

.1858 

Nov 

1861 

. R.B, 

Aug. 

1884 

22-3' 

-1885 


Eng. Jan. 

„ June 
10th M.I. May 
Eng. . ■ : Nov. ■ 
„ April 

26th M.I. Aug. 


1852 Jan. 
1845 June. 
1857 Feb. ' 
1840 Dec. 
1840 Oct. 
1839 May 


1853 

1846 

1861 

1843 
1846 

1844 


R.E. 

4th MI. 
Eng. 


April 1886 Dec, 


Aug. 

July 


1857 Sept. 
1838 Aug. 


nth M.I. Nov, 
E.E. 

Eng. 


1857 Feb. 
12-12-1904 
Nov. 1861 Jan. 
May 1869 June 
April 1862 April 
Oct. 1867 July 


1888 Died of wounds 
8-12-1888 

1857 ■ 

1844 Commanding 
■ 1838-44. 

3858 ■ 

date 

1864 

1885 

1863 

1878 


Pennycuick, J. 


Name. 


Cadre. 


From 


To 


Petayel, J. W. 
Phillimorey E. H. 
Pilclier, A. J. ■ 
Pollard Ijowsley, 
H. de L. 
Poulter, P. B. 


Power, J. P, 
Prendergast, H. L. 


Prendergast, H. N. 


Pi'inee, P. E. 
Pringle, J. C. 
Pringle, J. W. 
Protliers, M. 
Piirchas, W. E. 


Eawlins,H. W. 
Eawlins, W. 
Eawsoii; C. C. 

Eaynsford, F. M. 

Eenny-Tailyour 
T.F.B. 
Eoberts, A. 
Eoberts, E. A. 
Eobertson, W, 
Eoe, C. H. 


Eogers, H. J. 
Eomilly, F. J. 


Eooke, B. H. 

Eose, W. 
Eundall, J. W. 


Rundall, F. H, 
Russell, B. B. 


D. 


RE. 

14-5 

-1894 

18-11 

-1894 


1-3 

-1901 

21-10 

'-1901 

7J 

— ■ 

1890 

— 

1892 

17 

4-6 

1-1898 

14-4 

1-1899 


Dec. 

1874 

Jan. 

1877 


Dec. 

1878 

June 

1879 

Eng. 

Aug. 

1831 

April 

1835 

J) 

May 

18.53 

Nov, 

1857 


May 

1874 

May 

1876 

77 

Jan. 

1857 

July 

1858 


Oct. 

1867 

Sept. 

1880 

RE. 

13-2-1904 


date 

77 

9-^ 

M906 


date 

77 

23-11 

.-1885 

6-2 

M886 

S. C. 

Oct. 

1867 

Jan. 

1869 

R.E 

Feb, 

1871 

June 

1871 


22-6-1879. 


1874-1876 


1869-8(3 


30th M.I. Jan. 
S. a Feb. 

R.E. Nov. 

Bee. 

18th M.I. Dec. 

Mar. 


1847 April 1854 

1863 Aug. 1863 
1870 June 1871 
1878 Jan. 1881 
1856 July 1859 

1864 Dec. 1867 


R.E. Oct. 1 885 Mar. 

Eng. Jan. 1832 Dec. 

■ ,, ■ ■ Mar. 1848 Mar. 

R.E. 21-11-1894 13-12- 

„ Axuil 1886 31-5- 

21-6-1909 

Eng. Nov. 1860 Dec. 

R.E. Feb. 1 873 May 

Feb. 1 885 Mar. 

„ 30-7-1891 16-6- 

23-8-1897 10-4- 
50th M.I. April 1856 Mar. 

Eng. June 1834 Dec. 


„ Jan. 1844 Jan. 
R.E. 24-2-1898 14-2' 


1887 

18.32 

1849 

•1904 

1904 Offg. Comclt. 

1902 & 04. 
date Commandant, 
from 21-6-1909 
1862 Offg. Comdt. 
1861-62 

1873 

1885 Killed in action 
22-3-1885 

•1897 

1898 

1865 

1852 Commandant 
1844-52, Died 
on service, 
17-12-1852 

1845 

■1903 Offg. Comdt. 
1902 


Name. 


Cadre. From 


To 


Sage, A. 

Sanders, ^ G. A. F. 
SandySj.E. S. 

San key, IL H. 
Saunders, F. W. 
Scott, A. C. 

Scott, T. L. 

Scott, G. T. 

Scott, C. 


Shaw, J. C. 

Shaw Stewart, 

H, J. M. 

Shepherd, P. S. 
Shortland, V. I. 
Shute, G. E. 

Sim, C. A, 

Smart, A. W. 

Smith, R. B. 

Smith, J. T. 

Smith, H. G. 

Smith, A. C. 

Smythe, T. 

Sorsbie, R. F, 

Stevenson,, K P. 
Stewart, J. 

Stone, T. H. E. . 
Strahan, W. A. D. * 
Street, C. W. ' , . 
Strickland, W. G. M. 

Swanston, N. ' . 

Sivayne, IF G. C. ■ 


Taylor, F. C. 
Thomas, R. FL 
Thompson, R. 

Trail, D. H. 
Traill, W. T. 
Trever, A. 
Tulloch, J. A. S. 


Underwood, G. A, ,, 
Underwood, T. 0. .. 


, S2ndM.] 

k x4pril 

1855 Jan. 

,,1858 


. R E, 


9- 

M891 30-9-1899 


, ,, 


lo- 

1-1898 Jan, 

1899 


, Eng, 


Dec. 

1848 Feb. 

1850 


, E.E. 


15-10-1900 21-11-1907 


JJ 


15-1: 

M897 lO-. 

1-1898 


19tJi 

M.I 

. Oct. 

1854 Jan. 

1855 


R.E. 


28-4-1892 27-1-1893 


Eng. 


Feb. 

1850 Feb. 

1856 




Sept. 

1857 Nov, 

1858 Killed inaction 





23-11-1858. 

)j 


Aug. 

1831 Jan. 

1843 


)j 


Mar. 

1860 Dee. 

1860 


R.E. 


Dec. 

1865 Jan. 

1867 


24th 

M.I 

. Jan. 

1852 Aug. 

1851 


R.E. 


Feb. 

1877 Aug. 

1884 


Eng. 


Oct. 

1860 Oct. 

1S62 




Nov. 

1877 Aug. 

1884 Comdt., 1880-84 

R.E. 


Nov. 

1870 Mar. 

1871 „ 


Eng. 


Jan. 

1839 Aug. 

1839 


JJ 


Jan. 

1838 July 

1838 ..Ofig. Comdt. 



Nov. 

1862 May 

1864 

1838' 

R.E. 


Jan, 

1864 Sept. 

1864 




Nov. 

1870 Feb. 

1871 


Eng. 


Aug. 

1831 June 

1837 


R.E. 


Mar. 

1887 April 

3 887 




Aug. 

1887 Aug. . 

■ 1896 


43rd 

M.I 

. Feb. 

1865 Nov. 

1S65 


R.E. 


Oct. 

1885 July 

1886 , 


9th M.I. 

Dec. 

1854 Feb. 

1855 


8th M.I. 

Oct. 

1846 Nov. 

1847 


4fith 

M.I 

. Nov. 

1857 Jan. 

1859 


49'th 

M.I. 

Aug. 

1854 Jan. 

1855 




Mar. 

1859 June 

1875 


37th 

M.I. 

Oct. 

1858 Feb. 

1866 




April 

1872 Feb. 

3873 


R.E. 


April 

1883 May 

3887 




June 

1889 1-7 

-3893 



20th 

M.I. Nov. 

1854 Dee. 

1858 

R.E. 

April 1899 July 

1899 

Eng. 

Jan. 

1861 June 

1862 

Dec. 

1878 Nov. 

1880 


Jan. 

1860 Dec. 

1S61 

R.E. 

26-5-1893 15-2-1902 

2nd M.L Nov. 

1861 June 

1862 

R.E. 

‘ Eeb. 

1887 21-12 

-1900 

Eng. 

Mar. 

18.33 Jan. 

1838 Comdg. 1833-38 

22nd M.L June 

1860 Nov. 

1865 


,:234 



Name. ■ Cadre. Fhom ■ To 

Vardon, S. Eng. Aug. 1831 May 1832 

^anghanyH. ' ... „ 3an. 1853' Dec. 1853 


Waghom, W. D. 
Wagstafi; C. M. 
A¥ahab, R. A. 
AVatlmg, F. 

Watson, G. H. G. 
Watts, H. 

Way, T.H. 

Weedon, F. F. 
Wetherall, P. J. P. 
White, J. R. 
Wiikieson, C. B, 

WilHeson, C- V. 
Wilkinson, C, W. 
Wilkinson, G. 
Williams, G. V. 
Wilson, F.J. 
Winsconi, G. V. 

Winsloe, A. E. 
Winsloe, H. E. 
Winterbotham, F.H 

Wright, H. B.H. . 
Wroughton, W. N. . 
Wynch, H. StM. . 


19th M.I 
Eng. 

35th M.I, 
R.E. 

18th M.I, 
E.E. 


, 44th M.I. 
51st M.I. 
Eng. 


April 

18-10- 

Mar. 

Oct. 

June 

Aug. 

Dec. 

Mar. 

Dec. 

25-10- 

Mar. 

Nov. 

Feb. 

23-3- 

Mar. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Dec. 

12-4- 

19-3- 

June 


18S9 Oct. 
-1899 
1876 Jan. 
1895 19-10- 
1848 May 
1831 Dec. 
1854 Oct. 
1888 15-1 

1856 July 
-1904 

1873 May 

1874 27-10- 
1846 Mar. 
-1898 April 
1898 24-3- 
1859 Feb. 
1854 Dec. 
1846 Sept. 
1861 April 
■1 895 April 
•1900 Aug. 
1869 Feb. 


E.E. 

. 49th M.I. 
31st M.I. 


1886 12-2- 
1859 June 
1855 Aug. 


Date 

1881 

1-1897 

1849 

1832 

1867 

.-1905 

1875 

date 

1873 

*-1897 Comdt. 1890-97 
1854 
1898 
-1899 
1861 
1854 

1857 Offg. in Comd. 
1863 1857, & 1862-63 
1898 
1903 

1879 Died on service 
14-2-1879 

■1899 

1861 

1860 


APPENDIX E. 


British Officers of the Corps who have been killed in action, 
or who have died on service. 


Date. Name. 

4 May 1799 ... Lieut. Cormick 

30 April 1800 ... Capt. 0. Grose 
26 Aug 1811 ... Lieut. Shepherd 
26 Aug 1811 Ensign McLeod 
18 May 1818 ... Lieut. T. Davies 

29 May 1818 ... Lieut. J. W. Nattes .. 

5 April 1834 ... 2nd-Lieut.J.P, Power.., 


Place, 

.. Killed at the Storm of Ser- 
ingax>atam. 

.. Killed at the Assault of 
Arakeri 

.. Killed at the Assault of 
Cornelis 

,. Killed at the Assault of 
Cornelis 

. Killed at the Siege of MallL 
gaum 

, Killed at the Siege of Malli- 
gaum 

• Died during the Operations 
in Kimedi 


Date. 


12 

Nov. 

1852 

2^ 

Nov. 

1858 

11 

July 

1860 

14 

Feb. 

1879 

22 

June 

1879 

20 

June 

1880 

22 

Mar. 

1885 

22 

Mar. 

1885 

9 

Dee. 

1888 

2 

Jan. 

1891 

26 

May 

1904 


Name. 

Bt.-Capt. J.W. Rundall 
Bt.-Capt. C. Scott 
Lt. H. J. Ct. Cxordon . . . 

Lt. F. H. Winterbotliaiii 
Lieut. P. B, Poulter ... 
Lieut. A. E. Dobson ... 
Capt. P. J. Romilly 

Lt. E. M. B. Xewmaxi... 

Lieut. G. Palmer 

Lieut. B . A. J ames ... 

Lieut. J, A. Garstin ... 


Place,. 

Died at Pronie 
Killed at the taking uf Koili 
Drowned in the Bay of 
Talien Wan 
Died at Peshawar 
Died at Pesha%var 
Died at Rozabad 
Killed at the Battle of 
dWrek 

Killed at tlie Battle of 
Tofrek 

Mortally wounded in tlie 
^ Chin Hills 

Killed in the Assault of 
^Thetta 

Killed in the Assault at 

Palla 


British Officers of the Corps who have been wounded. 


Date. Name ' ■ 

25 June 1801 ... Cn])t. W. Heitland ... 
8 Oct. 1824 ... Capt. Moncrieffe 

8 Oct, 1824 ... Lieut. J. A. Campbell 
1.5 Dec. 1824 ... Capt. Wheeler 
1 5 Dee. 1 824 ... Lieut. J . Macartney . . , 

15 Dec, 1824 ... Lieut. J. A. Cainijbell 

] 2 Jan. 1 825 ... Ensign Mcljeod 
1 Dec. 1825 ... Lieut. J. Smith 

24 May 1841 ... Lieut. J. Rundall ... 

18 May 1842 "... Lieut. J, G. Johnston 

14 April 1852 ... Et.-Capt. J. Rundall ... 
14 April 1852 ... Lieut. B. Ford 
21 Nov. 1857 ... Major A. Boileau 

21 Nov. 1857 ... Lieut. H, Prendergast 
1 April 1858 ... Lieut. H. Prendergast 

Axu’il 1858 ... Lieut. F. R. Fox ^ ... 
i:^ iMar. 1858 ... finsign D. S. Ogilvie ... 

22 Mar. 1885 ... Capt. C. B. Wilkieson 

27 April 1885 ... Capt. J. M. T. Badgley 
27 Oct. 1886 ... Lieut. F. Glanville ... 

26 July 1897 ... Lieut, F. W, Watling 


Plaoe. 

Action at Tricatianur 
Repulse at Kyklu 
Repulse at Kyklu 
Capture of Kokein 
Capture of Kokein 
Capture of Kokein 
Affair at Siriani 
Action near Pronie 
Siege of Canton 
Assault of Cliapu 
Capture of Rangoon 
Capture of Rangoon 
Battle of Mandisur 
Battle of Mandisur 
Battle of tlie Betwa 
Storm of Jhansi 
Capture of Lucknow 
Battle of Tofrek 
Affair at Myin-nni 
Affair at Zebingale 
Defence of Malakaiid 


APPENDIX F. 


Personal rewards received by Officers and Hen of the 
Corps for Active Service, 


Campaign. 

First War in Burma. 


Name. 

Jemadar Andu. 


Distinotion. 

Promoted Su1 >adn r, 
and presented with 
a Palankeen and 
allowance of Rs. 70 
per mensem. 


Name. 


Distinction. 



Campaign- 


War in Goorg. 


Havildar Chokalingam, 


First War in China. Capt. T. T. Fears. 


War in Scinde. 

Second War in Burma. 


Suppression of the 
Mutiny. 


Second War in China. 
Expedition to Little 
Andamans. 

War in Abyssinia. 


War in Afghanistan. 

57 ■ 

War in Egypt. 


War in the Soudan. 
Third War in Burma. 


Bt.-Capt, P. Cotton. 
Sub.-Major Kumarasami. 

Capt. R. Henderson. 

Naick Muniah. 

Naick Muttuvirapen. 
Private Ramasami. 

Major A. Boileaii. 

Capt. P. Brown, 

Lt. H. N. D. Prendergast. 

Asst.-Surgeon T. Lowe. 
Subadar Siiavay. 

Jemadar Ali Khan. 

Corporal T. Linehan. 
Subadar Siiavay. 

Jemadar Appavu. 
Flavildar Tiruvengadam. 
Naick Narayanasami. 
Private Chinnatambi. 
Private Appasami. 

Private Sava thian. 
Private Pitchamuttu. 
Private Bagavathi. 
Private Perumalu. 

Private Chinnien. 

Capt. Shaw-Stewart. 
Jemadar Muttien. 

MajorH. Prendergast, V.C. 
Subadar Perumalu. 

Jemadar Chinnien. 

Major C. A. Sim. 

Major Ross Thompson. 
Major A. Hamilton. 
Lieut. C. H. Darling. 

Subadar Jeyaram. 

Capt. C. B. Wilkieson. 
Lieut “Col. E. W. Begbie. 
Capt. A. Dorward. 

Capt. H. E. Goodwyn. 


An Honorary Medal,, 
and an increase 
for life of one-third 
of Ills pay. 

G.B. and Brevet- 
Majority. 

Brevet-Majority. 

First Class Order of 
British India. 

C.B. and Brevet- 
Majority. 

Third Class Order of 
Merit. 


Bt.-Lt.-Colonelcy & 
Brevet Colonelcy. 

Brevet-Majority. 

V.C. and Brevet- 
Majority. 

Brevet-Surgeon. 

Second Class Order 
of British India. 

First Class Order of 
British India. 

Promoted to Sergt. 

Third Class Order of 
Merit. 

' ” 

jr. 

, 75 

, 75 '" 


Brevet-Majority. 
Third Class Order of 
' . Merit. 

Bt.-Lieut.-Coloneley. 
Second Class Order 
of British India. 

. ■ 55 ■ 

Bt.-Lieut.-Colonelcy. 


Fifth Class Order of 
the Medjidi. 

'17 ' ■ 

Brevet-Majority. 
Brevet-Colonelcy. 
Brevet-Majority and 
D.S.O. 

Distinguished 
Service Order. 


Campaign-. Name. ' . ■ ■ ■ 

Third War, in Burma. ' Lieut, F. (llanville, . 

Havildar Marimuttii. 

N.W. Frontier of India, Lieut. A. R. Winsloe. ' 
1S97~98. 

j, Lieut. J. R. Chancellor. 

5 , Subadar Raniasaini, 

55 Naick Azhagiri. 

55 Dooly-bearer Nallatambi. 

China 1900. Lieut. B. O. Loch. 

55 Subadar Devasahayem^ 


Distinction. 

Distinguished 
Service Order. . 
Promoted - to , Siibdr. 
Distinguished 
Service Order. 

Third Class Order of 
Merit. 

Distinguished 
Service Order. 
Second Class Order 
of British India. 


A'. A.—Tlie Order of Merit was instituted under O.O.G.O. No 91 of 1-5-1827. 


APPENDIX G: 


Indian Officers of the Corps, who have been admitted to the 
Order of British India, which was • established by G.O.G.G. No. 94 
of 1-5-1837. 


Rank. 

Subadar ' 
Sub.-Major 
: Subadar 
Sub.-Major 
Subadar 


Name." 

Chokalingam 
Kumarasami 
Arnarabathy 
Animugam 
' Virasanii 


2nd Class 
Bahadur” 


^ 1 - 5 ^ 
10 - 2 - 
15-5- 
17-9- 


1837 

1.849 

1855 

1855 


1st C^ass 
‘‘Sirdar 
Bahadur’ 

'1-5-1837 
, 13-8-1839 


28-6-1858 A.D.C. to H. 

E. the Govr, 
8-6-1860 and 
■ again on 18- 
: , 1-1864,, 


Subadar , ■' 

Muttien 

20^1 1 -1858- 


.1? 

All Khan 

3-5-1859 

7-5-1864 

if ' 

Ram Singh 

18-4-1861 


, SI ' 

Appavii 

5-11-1862 

.5-2-1865 

■ ■ '.5, 

Viragu 

3-7-1864 

19-6-1865 

ss 

Devasahayem 

6-7-1865 

5-6-1868 


Kannyan 


jy 

55 ■' 

Perumalu 


II 

55 .. 

Vi ran 

27-8-1866 


55.""', 

Appu 

30-7-1867 

■ ■ . ■ SI 

JJ ■ 

Slibbarayan 

5-6-1 868 


■55 

Perumalu 

10-12-1869 


Jemadar 

Chinnayan 

10-12-1869 


Subadar 

Veliayan 

1-5-1870 

16-11-1874 

, '55 ' 

Lawrence 

1-6-1870 


.55' . . 

Narayanen 

15-6-1873 


■■■■■■. .55' 

Clielvam 

1-5-1874 


Sub.-Major 

Narayanasami 

1-1-1877 

1-11-1879 


14' 

im. 


or service 
Abyssinia 


Hon.-Lieut. 

23-4-1880. 
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Rank. 

Name. 

2nd ■ Class 
^•Bahadur” 

1st Class 

Sirdar 

Bahadur” 

Subadar 

Gregory 

10-2-1879 



Rajah Ram 

20-1-1880 

7-12-1882 

il 

Francis 

30-1-1882 


11 

Jayaram 

21-11-1882 

31-10-1883 

P 

V ehkatachalam 

8-5-1883 


11 

Rajalingam 

14-11-1884 

1-7-1886 

11 

Maduramuttu 

3-6-1885 


11 

Kalimuttu 

23-9-1886 

19-2-1888 

p 

Siib.-Major 

Chinnien 

5-2-1887 


Ariinachalam 

13-8-1897 


It 

Ramasami 

17-5-1901 


>Subadar 

Devasahaj^em 

24-1-1902 

1 -1-1903 Appointed to 




the 2nd Class 
for service in 
China 

11 

Shaikh Ismail 

24-11-1902 

5-9-1904 

Sub.-Major 

Chinnasarai 

26-11-1905 

14-1-1908 

Subadar 

Alexander 

23-12-1908 



APPENDIX H. 


Recruiting* — The Secretary of State for India in his Despatch of 
the 28th November 1858, quoted on page 77, adverted to the opinion 
held by the late Court of Directors in favour of the enlistment of a 
greater number of men of the classes of which the Corps of Madras 
Sappers and Miners is principally composed, viz., men of inferior 
castes of different denominations. 

Tables exhibiting the composition of the Corps of Sappers and 
Miners at intervals of several years, and also others shewing that of 
certain regiments of Indian Infantry raised in the Carnatic are given 
below. As the nomenclature of these tables is not precise, it may be 
mentioned that of the 480 officers and men of the Sappers who are 
shewn in the return for January 1877 under the head Other Castes,” 
about 370j7ere parayers, the rest being chucMers and men of low caste. 
Of the 255 Indian Christians, it may be presumed that a large propor- 
tion were ];)arayers by descent. An abstract of the return gives 
Mussulmen ... ... ... ... 83 

... ... ... ... 348 

Telingas ... ... ... ... 124 

Inferior Castes and Indian Christians ... 735 

The officers incline to the opinion that the uniform good conduct 
of the Corps in the Field and in Quarters, is owing, not to the manner 
of its composition, -but to the system, of wliieii Non recognitimi of 
caste^ and obedience to every order whatever it may hef are the leading 
principles. 

The maintenance, if not also the introduction, of this system 
must be ascribed to the Commandants and Officers of the Corps, who 
from the first were specially selected on account of their qualifications 

Tx Appendix is taken from Appendix A. of 

Lt.-Gol. \V ilson s Historical Record published in 1877. 
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and it is evident that such a system might be far more easily intro- 
duced and maintained in a regiment principally composed of Indian 
Christians and men of inferior caste, than in one where the proportion 
of such men is extremely small, as is the case in the Indian Infantry 
Eegimeuts of the fjresent day (1877). 

With respect to composition, two points must be considered, viz., 
the castes of the men, and the provinces to which they belong. The 
Corps of Pioneers, and that of Sappers and Miners appear to have 
varied very little in either of these, as the great majority has always 
consisted of men of inferior caste from the Carnatic. 

On the other hand the composition of the Regiments of Indian 
Infantry is very different from what it used to be- A reference to the 
subjoined tables will show that Regiments raised in the Carnatic, 
and formerly almost entirely composed of southern men, have now (in 
1877) a large proportion of Telingas in their ranks. For example.— The 
1st Battalion 6th Regiment (6th M.N.L) when it returned in 1812 from 
the expedition to the French Islands had 304 low caste privates, and 
only 155 Telingas, but in 1876 the number of low caste men in that 
Corps, inclusive of Indian Christians, was only 74, whereas that of 
Telingas was 241. In short, except in the Corps of Sappers and Miners 
it is believed that the number of Telingas in the Indian Army now (in 
1877) preponderates, while that of Tamil, and of low caste men has 
diminished. 

The Telinga is taller, fairer, cleaner, and more docile than the 
Sepoy from the Carnatic, but his character as a soldier did not stand 
so high. 

Sir Eyre Coote in several of his reports to Government during the 
war of 1781-82, at which time the “ Gircar” Battalions were distinct 
from the “ Carnatic ” Battalions, expressed himself most unfavourably 
with respect to the qualifications of the Northern Circar men as 
soldiers, and the general opinion of the old officers of the Madras 
Army some thirty-five years ago was in favour of the Carnatic sepoys 
as compared with those from the north. There are in the Circars 
certain races, for instance Rachawars, and Velmawars who are well 
fitted for the Army, but these men seldom take service with us. 

Telugu Parayers, and other low caste men of Telugu race are 
probably as rough and ready as their Carnatic brethren, but it is 

believed they are seldom enlisted. 

A comparison of the composition of the Corps of Sappers and 
Miners with that of the Regiments of Indian Infantry generally, 
would probablv lead to the opinion that the late Court of Directors 
when making 'the recommendation above mentioned acted with their 
tt«ual sagacity; but no sufficiently accurate conclusion can be arrived 
at unless the returns are so framed as to give full particulars. The 
words Telinga and Tamil denote race, but give no information 
as to the castes of the men composing the totals shown under 
these heads. 

The words “ Telinga” and “ Tamil” in the subjoined tables pro- 
perly denote raae. not caste. As used in the tables they may be held to 
mean all castes of the two races in question, except Brahmins, and 
men of low castes. These last are included under the head “ other 
castes.” Neither Telugu, nor Tamil Brahmins take service in the 
army. 

Tanjore, Madura, and Tinnevelly form part of the Carnatic equally 
with Madras. Vellore, or Trichinopoly, and they have therefore been 
included imder that head in calculating the percentage. 









Comioosition of the Pioneers in 18z 


.Bengal ... ... . . 

Decean ... 

Nortlxern Circars ... 
Carnatic and Trichiiiopoly . 
Madura and JQindigal 
Taiijore ... 

Tmvancore and Tinnevelly. 
I^»fa]abar and Bombay 
Mysore ... ... 

Maiiratta... 


Carnatic 

Nortiiern Cii’cars . 


87*30 per cent. 
2*43 „ 


, 1 Miissulmen ; ... * ... so 

16 , Hindus ... ... 63i 

■ 40,,^ ■ Tamil ... . ... 83 

1,232 Ciiristians ... ... ly 

, 93 — 

53 1,646 

59 ~ — 

29 
104 

19 There are no nieaiis of ascer- 

taining the nuniber of men of 

1,646 inferior caste included under the 
heads Hindu and Tamil. 


Com;positio7i of the Sappers a/pd Mmers m 1866. 


Country. 

o 

CJ 

B 

P 

3 

■A 

A 

Buglers. j 

Privates. j 

^ 'Caste. , 

Indian Officers. I 

'jT 

$ 

t 

li 

M3 

Z> 

"S 

Hiudostan 

1 

1 



48 

Christians 

4 

12 

10 

6 

142 

Nortiieru Circars ... 


2 

5 

2 

1.57 

Mussiilmeu 


i 3 

7 


58 

Ceutral Carnntics 



[ 



Bralimins and 






(Madras, Vellore) .. 

15 

.38 

73 

1,3 

.582 

Rajputs 


1 




Soiitheru Carnatic 






1 Mahrattas 





‘ ' .5 

(Tricliiiiopoly) 

2 

5 

9 

1 

120 

1 Telingas 

4 

*2 

19 


2<"*2 

Tanjorc, Madura, 






! Tamil 

5 

1.3 

11 


190 

and Tiunevelly 

1 

.3 

2 

... 

68 

Other Castes 

7 

, IS 

42 

*2 

511 

Baramahal 

... 





Iiido Britons 




12 


Ceded Districts 

1 




14 







Mysore 




4 

U.3 







Total 


49 

89 

20 

1108 

Total 

20 

49 

89 

20 

1108 


Carnatic 

?sorthern Circars 


70 per cent. 
14'16 


Telingas ... 
Tamil 

Other Castes 
Christians... 


Cornpositmi of the ^^Quee^i's Sappi&rs muL iMincrs m 1877. 


18*23 per cent 
17*14 
46*11 
12*81 


58*92, 


Country, 

Indian Officers, j 

1 

. H ■ 

x ■ 

o 

'Ec 

■s 

p 

Privates. | 

Caste, 

Indian Officers. 

ITavildars. j 

Naicks. I 

Buglers. I 

Privates. 

Hindostan 

1 


1 

1 

7 

Christians 

4 

7 

9 

9 

226 

Northern Circars 


3 

. 7 


127 

Mussulmon 

1 

2' 

4 


76 

Central Caimatic 




1 "* 


Brahmins and 






(Madras, Vellore) ... 

8 

27 

51 

13 

700 

Rajputs 

1 




,3 

> Southern Carnatic 





... ■ 

Mahrattas 





.3 

(Tricliinopoly) 

6 

5 

3 

! 2 

90 

Telingas 

3 

4 

7 


no 

Tanjore, Madura, ... 






Tamil 

6 

10 

21 


,3U 

and Tinnevelly 

.3 

4 

4 

1 

.51 

Other Castes 

5 

20 

43 

1 

411 

Baramahal 


1 



2 

Indo Briton 




8 

4 

Ceded Districts 


1 

6 

’l 

35 

Europeans 




3 


Mysore 

2 

2 

12 

3 

132 







Total 

20 

43 

84 

21 

1144 

Total 

20 

43 

84 

21 

1144 


CO ic 
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Carnatic ... 73-51 pe 
Nortbern Cirears 11*11 


Telingas 

Tamil 

Other Castes 
Christians 


9-61 per cent, 
27T8 „ 

35’92 I 

29-84 . . J 


Composition of the 1st Battalion 2 mI Regunent^mw the 2‘}hd Regt. 
M.N.L {raised in the Carnatic) in 1810, ami in 1876. 


Bengal ». .. •• 8 Mussulmen 

Deccan . . . . ... 22 Hindus 

Northern and Guntur Cirears 153 Maiabars 

Carnatic and Trichinopoiy 265 

Madura and Dindigal . . 61 

Tanjore .. .. .. 130 

Travancore and Tinnevelly 23 

Malabar and Bombay . . 2 

Mysore . . . • . * 205 

Mahratta 10 


iVli?. —There are no means of 
ascertaining any particulars regarding 
these men^ but it may be presumed 
that tlie term “ Hindus ’’ comprises 
those whose language was Telugu, 
and the term Malabar those wlio 
spoke Tamil. 


Mussulmen 

Hindus 

Maiabars 


Carnatic . . 55*74 

Northern Cirears 17*40 


Caste. 


Country. 


Iwflian Cliristians 
Mussulmen ... 
Braliinins and 
Rajputs. 
Malirattas 
Telingas 
Taiuii ... 

Other Ca-stes ... 
Indo Britons ... 


Ilindostan 
Northern Cirears 
Central Carna,tic 
(Madras, Vellore). 
Southern Carnatic 
(Trichinopoiy). 
Tanjore, Madura, a 
Tinnevelly. 
Baramahal 
Ceded Districts 
Mysore . 


Total... 16 I 81 \ 16 57 


Total... 16 81 36 I 57 


Mussulmen 
Telingas 
Tamil 
Christians 
Other Castes 


Carnatic . . 42-98 

Northern Cirears 35*17 



CojiipoHiiion of the 1st IlaMalion €tli lie giment. 
M.NJ, {mised in the Garnatic) in IS 12, < 


Bengal and Deccan , • 
i\"orthern Circars * . . 
Carnatic and Triehinopoly 
Madura and Dindigal 
Tail] ore .. .. . 

Travancore and Tinnevelly 
Malabar and Bombay 
Mysore 

Maliratta . . . . , 

Ceded Districts .. . 


39 Mussulmen 
20 Hindus 
731 Malabars 
24 Pallars 
49 Parayers 
1 Half castes , 


Carnatic .. 90*24 

Northern Circars 2*24 


Mussulman 
Hindus (Telingas) 
Malabar (Tamil) 
Lower Castes 


Country. 


Hindostaii 
Xortliern Ci roars 
Contra! Cariiatio 
Soutliorn Carnatic 
Tanjorc, Madura, 
Tinnerollv. 
Bai’aiiiahal 
Ceded Districts 
Mysore 


Indian Cliristians 

Mussulmen 

Brahmins & Rajputs 

Mahrattus 

Telingas 

Tamil ... 

Other Castes 
Europeans 
ludo Britons 


46-23 per cent. Mussulmen , 
38-69 ,, Telingas 

Tamil 

Other Castes 
Christians , 




Lender. S.Ct.O. .No. 106 dated 1140-1881^ the standard and age of 
recriiits for the Corps was fixed at— 

Height not less than, 5' 5^ 

Age between 16 and 25 years. 

, The height was temporarily reduced to 5' 4'^. for, men of under 20 
years of age by S.G-O. No. 45 of 24.-'7-189I and in 1892 the .ciiest 
measurement, which had been S2% ^yas exi^erimentally raised to 
under G.O.G.C. No. 420 of August in that year- 


The remainder of this appendix is taken from a report on — 

‘‘The characteristics of the different types of men enlisted in the 

Q. O. Sappers and Miners,’’ written in 1907 by Captain E. K. ^foleswortli 

R. E., Adjutant of the Corps 

General Remarks on Recruiting. 


The danger of recruiting in the Madras Presidenc}' is to take trdl, 
smart, showy men; and it is these men who hare been tlie eaust* nf 
the rapid disappearance of the old Madras Regiments. Tiiese are the 
ixien who cough and get pneumonia the moment they are brought intu 
a severe climate ; they cannot stand cold, and can best be described by 
a vulgarism as “ having no guts.” The only points in their favour aiv;* 
their parade smartness and their intelligence, and neither of these is 
usually available when it is most wanted. 

The short, sturdy, stumpy, ugly Madrassi is the man wdio will 
work and fight ecpially well, and will keep fit under conditions that 
would soon kill his smart and lanky brother. 

Nor is this type by any means deficient in intelligence. A few 
simple questions put to the recruit are a good means of testing him in 
tliis respect, but the Recruiting Officer should be able to judge from a 
man’s face and eyes whether he is likely to prove too dull and stupid. 
The Indian officers of this type are the most intelligent and reliable I 
knotv. 

A most important point is weight. 

In the 2nd Q. 0. S. M., no man should be accepted who weighs 
less than 120 lbs., unless it is obvious that owing to inferior food, etc., 
he is “ below par ” and will fill out. The continuous liard -work 
required of a Sapper makes it absolutely essential tliat he should have 
a good reserve of weight ; and if a man falls much below the 120 lbs. 
a bout of hard work and exposure will probably knock him up. For 
this reason a “ weight book ” is kept, showing, in the form of a chart, 
every recruit’s weight on enlistment and every subsequent month until 
he joins the ranks. Along tlie line of weight is shown liis employment, 
whether he is sick in hospital, etc. From this it can be seen at a, 
glance how a man is getting on ; and if the tell-tale line descends and 
refuses to rise, it must be considered whether his retention is advisable. 

Before coming on to the question of “ class,” I have a few general 
remarks to make about recruiting. The surest means for finding out 
the best types is to observe the men very carefully on service, on the 
march, in camp, at their work, in hospital. Who frequent hospital 
most? Who fall out on the march? Who aim at doing the legal 
minimum of w’^ork? It will very seldom be found that the short, 
sturdy type falls into these categories. He is active and keen. It is 
the long, lanky man wdio collapses, pretty though he may look on 
parade. 

The chief points to look at in a man proposed for enlistment are 
his feet, wdiicli should not be flat ; his legs, which should be fairly 
straight and not knock-kneed ; his fists^ which should be large ; his 
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cliestj wliich should also be large, a narrow eliested inan being useless • 
ms nyes, winch are a fairly reliable index of his iiitelligence. 

measured and weighed, he should be sent to the Medl(-d 
Officer to be throughly “ vetted." If returned by him as sound it is 
an excdlent thing to give him a run of four or five liiindred varrh 
X have known some refuse the running test with horror, and they have 
been promptly sent whence they came. Others have come in, or -iven 
up m such a condition as to make it clear that the 2nd Q. 0 S & 

Will be better off without them. • .u. 

Even the best Madrassi recruits fall away in the leg, and below 

^ Gurkha. They are 

not hill men, hut on fairly level ground they are second to none in 
inarcliing, Iheir calves may be thin, but they soon, become as hard 
as iron ; and, except on a steep mountain-side, the Sapper’s lack of 
calf IS no drawback. i r * 

Remarks on Caste, 


, , ® '''ide field for recruiting for the 2ncl Q. 0. S. & M 

i.Iadrassis, mixed, all classes,” is the only limitation laid down. 

nf practically no notice whatever is taken 

of CeWte. Wthin limits, the less caste a man has. the more likely is 

bf" f The Corps would be very nbich less 

clhuent it caste jirejudices were recognised; and I belie ve that to a 
gi« pricle of Regimon, takes tl» pla« of pride ofie 

0 1 >% meat omies. Ihe type of man, as indicated in the precedin" 

pic mistake, however, must not be made of enlisting men of castes 
^adrirwhn" niilitaiy life. There are%ome elass^fh 

bSaLri? T no more suitable for soldiers than that type of 
knghshman whose ‘ hde mir ” is what he calls “ militarism ” and 
W' loin nphing short of the sack of London by a foreign power’ could 
convert to pund views. There are also castel and snb-castS 4o are 

apd .loXSfif,';."*”™ 

necessary for the Recruiting Officer to know some- 
tlm fubjS?. ^ working knowdedge of 

i he question of caste in the Madras Presidency is verv comnli 

,„ite poskibleVobSaSi 

«out?n ® Brahmans is a foreign importation in the 

Before this, Oie Dravidians of Madras were divided into tribes 

valifcia to higli caMo “P 

The iiffiisciiminate use of the word “caste” by Madrassis .rives n 
clue to Its history hi the South. They use it to expreS 

wouKdtebS Northern’ India 

wouia quite tail to understand. For pur purposes, it is only necessarv 

to know that as a rule caste means trade or occupation sucdi as black 

daJ’frtf^i the gi^aTtrSulSl 

caste’s* * tappers are drawn, is divided into many 

X^^®i,^®‘yy®'raangement is only natural, as the class includes nil 
g ades oi society troin the wealthy zemindar to the cooly. 


For all pmctical piir^^ be taken that a j^iiitable 

Hindu recruit will belong to one of tlie castes connected with land, 
such as Vellak or .Agambaclyan, or else to one- of tliose wliicli are 
merely names for occupations, sucli as cliuckler. 

Again, the South of India is divided into races, speaking dilferfoit 
tongues, and each of these has its own caste names. Geographically, 
the main divisions ai^e Tamil, Teliigii, and Canarese, and they may ].>e 
classified roughly as follows to provinces :—- 

TAMIL.— Cliingleput, South Arcot, Trichinopoly, Taiijore, Madura, 
and Timievelly. 

TAMIL, and TELEGU.—Nortli Arcot. 

TAMIL, and CANARESE. — Salem, Coimbatore, Mysore, and the 
Nilgiris. " ' ' . - 

TAMIL, and MALAYALAM. — Travancore. 

TELEGU.- — Ganjani, Viza-gapatam, Godaveri, Kistiia, Gimtur, 
Nellore, Kurnool, Bellary, and Kadapa. 

TELEGU, and CANARESE. -Anantapur, 

MALAYALAM.— South Ganara, Malabar. 

But the working classes naturally migrate to the centres of 
work, and know no geograplucal bounds. Kolar is a good example 
of this. 

The following are the castes enlisted in the 2nd Q. 0. S. & M. 

The Canarese are altogether excluded, for though tough and hardy 
they appear to be a timid race, -with no fighting spirit; 

Only a small percentage of Teliigus is taken. They are usually 
intelligent, fine looking men, hut delicate. On the other hand my 
remark to the effect that within limits, the man is everything and the 
caste nothing, is borne out by the fact that a Subadar now in the Corps, 
mentally and physically one of the best I have known, is a Telugii. 
The five campaigns in which lie has served with great credit, as well 
as the sound reliable work he has always done in peace, show that 
it would be a mistake to give up the Telugus altogether. 

The best recruiting centre we have at present is the Vellore 
District in North Arcot. It is from here the coal black Tamil cultivator 
comes, and these men make the best all round Sappers. They 
correspond to the Yeomen of our own country, and in every nation 
the Yeomen make the best soldiers. In speaking of the Japanese 
Army, Sir Ian Hamilton says, “ The peasant owner is a man; a proud, 
strong, independent man, who has a stake in his country. Those 
are the fellows we want as soldiers; the Yeoman who have been 
from the beginning of history and will be to its end, the very 
backbone of empires.” There are great and fundamental differences 
between the British or Japanese Yeoman and his counterpart in India, 
but the Vellore cultivator is as near an approach to him as we can get 
in the South. 

These, with Parayers and Indian Christians, should and do form 
the backbone of the Corps. 

I now propose to take each of the classes and castes separately, 
giving their characteristics and qualities, and, as far as I can, a descrip- 
tion of the tracts from which they come, and their conditions of life 
before enlistment. 

Classes enlisted in the 2nd Q. O- 5. 5 fl. 


Tarayers form above a third of the 2nd Q. O. S. & M. The Tamil 
word ‘‘ Parayer ” is the original from which the English Pariah ” or 
outcast is derived, and is an unfortunate name for a class -which 
contains a large proportion of intelligent, strong, hardworking men, 
who make exceUent soldiers and sappers. Outcasts, or rather outcastes, 



they certainly m-e from the Brahmiifs point of view; but as thev form 

tlie majority of the population and are its most useful members there 
IS b-ason why any European should consider them as sucii. 

T Abbe JJubois, in his ‘‘Hindu Manners and Customs,” aires a 

heart-rending account of the Parayers, describing them as a dirtv 
drunken, abject cro\\M, with no sense of discipline and no proper pride! 
In the century that has elapsed since the Abbe wrote, liowever tlie 
I arayers, owing to the eiforts of good missionaries like himself, and to 
the general progress of civilization, have made great strides. I 
vnow no better Indian than the good Parayer Indian Officer, whom one 
A^TSic^^^ Indian gentleman, and who*is as smart and clean as any 

^i?Vhen a Parayer recruit first joins, he is apt to be less particular 
as to cleanliness than he might be; but a rigid course of bodily 
sanitation while he is a recruit, gradually impresses Iiim with the 
hiJ^liteiyMut^^ habits, besides making him feel they are part of 

their former drunken habits complained of by the good 
ADbe,Hliere must have been a great improvement in this respect 
since his days, for, m looking through the “ crimes ” for the past year 
Corps ^ of drunkenness against any of the Parayers in 

, Nor is it now possible to endorse the Abbe s remarks on their 
lack of discipline. They have no headmen in their villages, and seem 
to be a thoroughly independent class, caring for nobody and cared for 

doubt that the British Officer has real 


them, and under him they make the best disciplined 
soldiers of all. However, the Abbe describes them as he saw them 


and hved among them a century ago, before they had come under the 
■wonderful influence of military discipline. 

As to the tracts whence they come, their name is legion. Thev 
come from cultivating the soil in Arcot, from working on the railwaA^, 
from gold-minmg at Kolar, or from the rice-fields anywhere. They 
seem to nave in them something of that spark of roving energy that is 
so seldom found in the native of India, but which is an inbluable 
mintary quality. 

There is no general type of Parayer by which they can be described, 
and even a native cannot always tell a Parayer at sight, though he can 
find him out at once. Their dress is usually nondescript, and their 
liciir short. 1 know of no other distinctive marks, 

lor recruiting purposes, it is only necessary to add that if a 
iarayer is up to the mark mentally and physically, and if his 
antecedents are found all correct, it is quite safe to enlist him. ■ They 
seldom turn out failines, and naturally never have any caste prejudices. 

In faghting spirit the Parayers are second to none of the other 
classes ; and it is largely to them, as forming the bulk of the Corps that 
Its excellent reputation for hard work and hard fighting is due. 

T foregoing remarks about Parayers apply equally to 

Indian Christians. The latter are usually better educated, and iiatiirallv 
gravitate more towards the large towns. Their close contact with 
western ideas lias had the desirable effect of freeing them from un- 
miliUry and anti-kuropAan prejudices, and has made them excellent 
subjects for a good military education. Like the Parayers thev have 
no prejudices about what they eat and drink. The Christian Indian 
Utticer IS the best educated and most intelligent I know. 

4.1 The_ war records of the Christian Indian Officers and ranks show 
■that their fighting spirtt is excellent, and they share the keenness of 
,tue rest or the Corps for active service and its chances of distinction. 
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llie Mairassi Mussidmmi .has a, bad name, and the reason is iiol 
,hir to seek. 

According to the census of 1901, there are two-and-a-half million 
Moliamedaiis in the Madras Presidency. Of these, om-and-a-hali 
milliori are mixed breeds sucli as Moplahs, Labbais, and other coiiYert> 
to Islaiiiism, and not genuine Moliamedans at all. Ot the remaining 
inillion, under 900,000 of both sexes use Hindustani, the true IMadrassi 
Mussulomn’s language, as their household tongue. Ofteii a so-called 
Mohamedan presents himseif for enlistment, who has a low class 
Hindu face; and it is these undesirable and obvious converts, wlio get 
the bad name for the Madrassi Mussulman. Tlie low class ^IMohamedan 
too, as often as not, marries a Hindu woman, and the progeny of t!iis 
mixture calls himself a Saiyyid, or a Sheikh, or a Patlianr These are* 
as a rule useless also. 

It is clear then, that of the two-and-a-half iniHion, so-ealh^d 
Madrassi Mohamedaiis, only a small percentage, say 25 or :>o. tua* 
genuine. On the otlier hand, some of the converts from good Hindu 
classes iniglit ];)e useful, if we could find them. IMore information is 
wanted on this subject, and at present none is to be liad. 

Great care must be taken, therefore, in enlisting Moliamedans. 

TJie best come from Beliaiy, Hyderabad, Mysore, and Vellore. 

In the Sappers they are mainly useful as Smiths, and Sapper 
Drivers, but we have some exeellent all round Mohamedans, and it 
would be a mistake to exclude tliem altogether. 

Tlie true Mohamedan was originally a fighter, and his fighting 
spirit remains excellent still. 

Agamudiyans, Vellalas, Vanneyars, Shanars, Kammalars, Shaniers, 
Edyers are among the Tamil castes. 

So little do caste prejudices affect the 2nd Q. 0. S. & M., that very 
often one man does not know the caste of another in his own company, 
and so little do the men themselves appear to know on the su}>jeet, 
that it is well nigh impossible to obtain any information from t lien i. 
They are intensely jwoud of their Corps, but I have never heard of one 
who spoke of liis caste with anything approaching the same pride. 

I think that, provided a man b(?longs to one of the classes from 
which we now enlist, it matters very little which it is. Tlie imjMirtant 
] >oint is that lie should be in every way up to the standard, and should 
have no un-military prejudices. 

I tlierefore propose to go rapidly through the remaining classes, 
giving only such information as I think would be of practical value 
to the Recruiter. 

The lamih are tlie descendants of the dark skinned Dravidians of 
the Soutli. They have largely intermarried with various settlers, and 
only a few tribes can claim to be pure blooded Tamils. 

The Agamadiyam^ of whom there are about 300,000, are a dark- 
skinned class of cultivators and tradesmen, closely connected with the 
Kullars and Maravans mentioned hereafter. 

They eat meat and drink anj^thing. They come from the extreme 
South and are a plucky, fighting lot, and seem better educated, or at 
least arc easier to educate, than their kindred castes. 

Closely allied to tliem are the Yellahs^ a great fiirmer class, of 
whom there are over two million. Some of them will not eat meat, 
arid are consequently to be avoided, but as a rule tliey make good 
soldiers and Sa]>pers" Tliey also hail fron: the extreme Sbiitli. 

A similar class are the Vanneyars^ timte of field labourers found 
in all the Tamil Districts. They have no awkward prejudices. As a 
race, havingo^^^gr for generations, they are excellent at tliis important 
X>art of a Sapper's duty. 
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The S/w/2^if5, or toddy drawers, are very useful as Sappers. At 
climbing up spars, and at bridging work generally, they are unequalled. 
They come from wherever the date palm giws^ in the South. Their 
name, Siianar, merely indicates their occupation. They are a iiard- 
working people, and seem orginally to have been a fighting race, for the 
names of some of their sub-castes mean bowmen, foot soldiers, etc. and, 
on good authority, they were noted for their fidelity to those for whoin 
they fought. 

The Kcmmalmr class includes the five artisan castes of gold-smith, 
brazier, smith, carx->enter, and mason. They are useful "^as Sapper 
Artificers, and are among those who have a trade on joining. As one 
-would expect, they come from no particular region, but ' are found 
wherever there is use for their manual skill. 

Shaniers or weavers, from the Recruiter’s point of view, may be 
treated as a branch of the Kummalars, 

The JEdyers, or shepherds, are not a Military caste, and it would be 
a mistake to enlist more than a very small percentage. They are 
stupid as a rule, but possibly would be found easier to train as guides 
and scouts than most other classes. 

The Telugu is usually taller, smarter looking, and more polished 
than the Tamil; but he is delicate and excitable. Great care must be 
taken in enlisting Tulugus, and the twelve-and-a-half per cent never 
exceeded. It may be taken as an axiom that only very exceptional 
Teiugiis are fit to be Sappers. 

The Telugu comes from the region enclosed between Gangam, 
Bellary, Madras, and the Coromandel Coast. 

The various caste names all indicate their professions, except 
where they are cultivators. None of these castes seem to have 
un-military prejudices. 

The good and exceptional Telugu, when he is found, is a most 
valuable man. Four Indian Officers now in the Coips are Telugu, and 
all thoroughly useful ones; while as clerks, etc., the Telugus are 
excellent, ^ There is nothing in the records of the Corps to show that in 
figliting spirit these picked Telugus are below the average ; and were it 
not for their delicacy and excitable nature it would undoubtedly be 
advantageous to enlist more of them. As it is, the enlistment of 
Telugus is a danger, and the Recruiter must use great caution. 

The '‘other cfisies,” which represent only four per cent, of the 
Corps, are various classes which should not be excluded, as valuable 
Sappers may be obtained from them, but it would not be advisable 
to increase their proportion. 

The W'ullooyaTS are Parayer Priests, and as such have 
groat influence with the Parayers. They are an intelligent class, and 
well educated,^ but are inclined to consider themselves as superior 
beings, deserving of special treatment. History has proved that 
a priest ridden army has perious drawbacks, and it is certain that 
priestly influence and military discipline are often antagonistic, 
while useful men can, therefore, be picked from this class, it would 
not be advisible to enlist more than a very small percentage of them. 

The Wadders or Oddes are a class of tank diggers, stone quarriers, 
well-sinkers, and earth workers, and on account of their occupation are 
useful as Sapjpers. They are found in all parts of the Presidency, but 
appear originally to have been a Telugu caste, hailing as their name 
indicates, from Ohdra or modern Orissa. They have no caste 
prejudices, and are supposed to indulge a good deal in intoxicating 
liquors. 
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The C7i?icHer,§ are a veiy ^ thoroiiglily useful caster whose 

occupation is leather -wor’k. A: few of these men are absolutely ' 
.necessary in a company of Sappers, as no one else' can do their ivork. 
In the Sapipers, they go by the name of saddlers. ■ They, have no caste 
prejudices wdiatever, and area most useful class. 

The Kidlars OT Kallmis are closely akin. 'to the Agamiidayaiis 
a,lreacly mentioned. Like iliem they are a dark-skinned al'nriginal 
tribe found in the very South of the Peninsula. Their -name means 
theft,” and they appear to have, been a military race, wdio, their occu- 
pation as regular soldiers gone, ‘‘took to marauding, and made them- 
selves so obnoxious by their thefts and robberies, that the term Kalian 
(tliief) w\as a])plied, and has stuck to them as a tribal appellation.” 

^ The Kullars, owing to their independent character, have retained 
their Dravidian customs to a greater extent than almost any other 
tribe. 

They have no un-military prepi dices, and are usually'lield laliorirers, 
unless employed in keeping up the reputation of their caste by thefts 
and robberies. They are an illiterate race, and their w^ant of <?dueaTion 
and lack of the power to learn, stand in the way of their being generally 
enlisted. 

A similar caste to this is the Mamvcms. They are als<> an 
al)original tril)e coming from tlie same ]>arts. They were once a fiiu'cc 
and turbulent race, famous for their military ]>rowess. A^ century ag > 
iliey gave the British much trouble, but liavenow" settled into a pea?a*- 
fnl 't hough somewhat bold and lawless, agricultural idass. ^ They are 
fine, coal-black, big cliested men, and quite free from un-military la-c- 
judices. Like the Kullars, the main objection to them is their total 
want of ediicat ion and of ability to learn. 

Naif recruits are of a sturdier build and lighter skin than the 
average. Tliey are usually very smart and energetic. Tliey hail 
from the Malabar Coast, and the class we enlist are usually 
cultivators from the Cannanore region. As tii(*y have caused 
‘'.regrettable ineiclents” to British troops in days gone, by, there,: is 
promise of good recruiting material aniong them. 

The author of “ Memoirs of Early Life and Service of a Field 

Officer ” remarks : “ As to the w’omen of the Nair ...castes, I <lo 

not think tliat nature ever gave existence to forms of more 
symmetry, or of greater delicacy of feature ; however in coniplexion 
they may be of a deeper shade than their sisters in a more Nortiiern 
latitude”. 

Such women ought to be the mothers of good recruits. ^ The gallant 
Field Officer acids a remark about tlieir weil-armed and jealous male, 
attendants,” which is also promising. They are a ])olyandrQus race, but 
the men seem none the less manly on this aceouat. Care should be 
taken in selecting Nairs, for the term has become a very wide one 
and though they were originally a military caste, a large proportion ^of 
them now are quit unsuitable for soldiers. They are not particular 
about what tliey eat and drink. 

I tliink w’’e may safely increase our number of Xairs, but never to 
such an extent that Nair ideas and prejudices w‘ould iiffiiienee the tone 
of tlie Corps. 

The Semhadavan are a class of Tamil fishermen and boatmen wdio 
make useful Sappers at ail w'ater work. 



Classes Enlisted in the 2nd “ Q.O.” Sappers and Miners. 


Occupation, 


Ss } 

Moliameclans 150 

Tamil Gasies : — 

Agaiiiudayans or '] 

AgambadyaDs 

Vellalers | 

Viinneyars I 

Shanars }-'270 21 

Kanimalars 

Bhaniers 

Edyers 

Gowclali J 

Telugu Castes : — 

Blialivars 1 

Edigawars 

Kavaries or Oowralis 

Balgivars 

Elamawars 

Caj)OOwars 

Mala-svars 

Badur Bogis 150 12 

Matliegawars 

Commarawars 

Cliackalawars 

Reddies 

Sadarnaikers 

Saiawars 

Gent us 

Ratehawurs J 

Gowdah 
Other Castes : — 

Wulloovar Tamil') 

Sadiachee do. 

JMootras Telugn 

Pullars Tamil 

Waddars or Oddes Tamil 
and Telugu 
Chucklers Telugu 

Kaviders Tamil and Telugu 
Vaniers Tamil y 50 4 

Cosawars do, 

Wunnars do, 

Kullars do. 

Marawars do. 

Nairs Malay alam 

Kurumbas Telugu 

Rajas do, 

Sernbadawars Tamil J 


Cultivators, 


Toddy drawers, 
Artisans. 
Weavers. 
Shepherds. 


Weavers. 
Toddy drawers, 
Cultivators. 


Parayers. 
Dhandy bearers. 
Leather workers. 
Smiths. 

Dhobies. 

Cultivators. 

Mountebanks 

Potters. 

Cultivators. 

Kshatriyas. 


Parayer priests. 
Cultivators. 


„ and fishermen 
Tank builders, stone 
cutters, well sinkers, etc. 
Leatlier workers. 

Barbers. 

Oil pressers. 

Potters. 

Dhobies. 

Cultivators and. robbers. 
Cultivators. 


Goat breeders. 

Kshatriyas. 

Fishermen. 
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■ APPEMDIX L 


The tests laid down from time to tiiiie to pass iii trades are as' 
follows 

Carpenters.””A ear]Mmter is {|iialitied for Second Glass-work- 1876. 
ing* p«‘iy wlnoi lie can saw, adze, plane, make (*ommori batten doors 
cond windows, line out his work, repair wheel-harrows, helve and 
liandhi tlie tools used l^y the Corps, dove-tail roughly, and jnakc^ rough 
couples. He should he able to keepliis tools in order, and turnon 
the latlie a plain cylinder. 

A “ First Class - eaipenter sJiould he a])je to make wheel-barrows 
helve and handle all kinds of tools, make ordinary tables and chairs, 
and doors and windows of eveiy des(*ri])fion, and roois under tlie 
superintendence of a foreman. He must also bo able to sharpen his 
own saw and keep his tools in order^ and should be able to txirn 
ornamental legs for tables and chairs. 

Sawyers, — A set of sawyers are entitled to ^^CSecond Class” 
wwking pay when they can cut in a day 35 superficial feet of jungle 
wmod or 45 feet of teak wood, mean girth of log not to be less than 5 
feet. Each man should be aide to sharpen and set his own saw. 

They are qualified for First Class ” working pay when they can 
cut 45 superficial feet of jungle wood, or 55 feet of teak wood, mean 
girth the same as for ‘‘ Second Class ” ; and line out their w”ork in any 
kind of timber. They should ])e able to cut planks of all thicknesses. 

Thatchers.— A ^bSecond Class” man, with three assistants, 
using Lunka grass, can thatch one square daily, as follows: ono 
assistant tying bundles and cutting the ends off the grass, one 
carrying the grass to the thatcher and throwing it on the roof, and 
one assisting the thatcher. 

A First Class ” man, in addition to the above, should be able to 
ridge and valley {no task for ridging) ; he can thatch one-and-a-half 
squares daily. 

j\r j]?. — Where there are several thatcliers at work fewer assistants 
are required on the roof, but they are wanted to bring wvater, split 
bamboos, nar, &C- 

Basket flakers— A Second Class ” basket maker can make 

four bamboo or six rattan baskets daily^^ make common bamboo 

tatties, and put a seat to a chair. 

A First Class ” man can make six bamboo or eight rattan 
baskets daily, and can also make common or Khaskhas tatties, also 

all kinds of cane w'^ork. 

Smiths —A smith becomes eligible for Second Class” working 
pay when he can repair iron and steel tools and wheel-barrow^s, and 
forge all sorts of nails and hinges; he should be able to weld and steel 
jumpers. 

A “ First Class ” man should be able to forge pick-axes, all the 
iron work of wheel-barrows, and all kinds of hinges and nails, make 
locks and keys and use the lathe, and he should be well acquainted 
with all kinds of welding and steeling tools and filing. 

Brick Makers.— (Gang of 7 men).— .Mo. I, the moulder; No. II, 
the off-bearer, who removes the bricks from the bench to the hack ; 

No. Ill brings the clay to the bench and places it on the right side of 
No. IV> who supplies the moulder with sufficient clay (roughly 
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1876. formed) to make one brick; No. V receives the bricks from No IT 
briS 

A man becomes entitled to “Second Class” working pay when hp 
■can mould 1.200 bricks or 600 flat or pan tiles in 7i h™ ah 
materials being previously prepared. A “ Second Class ” man should 
be able to make common plain flower pots on the English wheel or 
on the Indian wheel if preferred. ' ntci, or 

^ A “First Class” man should be able to mould 1,500 bricks or 800 
flat or pan tiles in / 1 hours, materials as per “ Second Class,” he must 
also be able to judge the proper description of clay for making bricks 
and tiles, and know how to stack the bricks in the kiln and burn them 

n® I *vr two-gallon water chatties! 

i>rickj Tile, and Pot Makers to be one trade. 

Iqv 9^®® ” bricklayer should be able to 

? cubic feet in chunam, or two 

cubic yards of brick-work ; he should have three assistants till the wall 
is five feet high, and one additional assistant for every scaffolding • 
he should be able, with three assistants, to plaster two squares in mud 
arche^'^^^"^'^^^^ chunam, and turn any circular or segmental 

A “First^Cl^ass” bricyayer should, in addition to the above be 
able to execute the following tasks in a day : — - * 

Flat archwork over doors and windows ; 17 cubic feet with 
two assistants. 

Circular archwork in bridges.— One cubic yard with three 
assistants, moulded bricks being furnished. 

Flooring.— The task must be regulated by the description of 
the materials used, to be deferred until data be available 

^omme work.-Two men with four assistants, 36 ft. by 9in. by 

Columns.— One man with three assistants, 6 ft. high. 

lerracing.— 12 men with 35 assistants can complete one 
square daily. ^ “ 

Pan Tiling.— One man and one assistant, one square, if the 
tiles are placed on the roof. r > " 

Flat and pan tiling.— Two men and four assistants, one square. 

Plastering.— One man and three assistants can plaster three 
squares of mud, or two squares of chunam daily, (one 
coat) ; he should also be able to point in cement. 

pound 21 parahs of mortar daily, i.e 14 
parahs of sand and seven of lime— a parah to be 20 in. by 10 in. ’ 

Stone Cutters.— A “ Second Class ” Cutter should be able to cut 
five, and a First Class man eight, superficial feet per diem in hard 
granite, such as is found m Bangalore, roughly dressed; proportional 
for other kinds of stone and dressing. ^ ^ 

A “ First Class ” man should be able to mark out his own work. 

■ and Blasting.-Two “ Second Class ” men, with a li in. 

jumper, should be able to bore 2|ft. daily in granite such as is found 
a\ol^^^^°'^^’ ^ " Second Class ” man should also know how to tamp 

>. - A “First Class” man, in addition to the above, should be able to 
fire blasts properly and determine where blast-holes should be placed 
so as to obtain the most advantageous result, and also know the 
charge to be used m blasting. 


, 2:^:1 ; 

Tin Smiths. — -A ^‘ Second Class '’ ■man should be able to make 
canisters, coiiiiiion ' till' watering pots, and lanteriiSj and have some 
kiiowiedge of wire work. 

A ‘‘First -Class" man should be able to execiite work of any 
description in tin or zinc, and be able also to solder in copper or brass, 
and 'execute wire work. 

Coopers.— A ‘^Second Class" man should be able to head and 
bottom casks, and to renew staves, and repair hoops. 

A ‘‘ First Class" man should be able to make all kinds of casks 
and buckets, and new hoops. 

Surveying- — On entering the Survey School the Sapper will pass 
an examination in the four Simple rules of Arithmetic, and in writing 
Eiiglish letters and figures. . . 

Course for 00 (lays. 

Fie will then study the Simple and Compound rules of Arithmetic, 
including vulgar and decimal fractions, and pass a satisfactory 
examination in them within 9b days; — or failing to do this will be 
renioved to other work. 

Course of study for 1st Grade, 

He will then go through a course of drawing, printing, and 
colouring, until he can produce a satisfactory copy of the following 
Standard Plates 

L Printing Plate. 

II. Conventional Signs, with the Standard tints of the same. 

III. Standard Scales, 

Fie -will tlien study Chain Survey and Mensuration of Areas, will 
learn to trace Batteries and Magazines ; and will practise the pacing 
o'f 'distances. 

Tests for 1st Grade, 

(1) To execute a Chain Survey^ correctlyt and unassisted, t and 
to plot and calculate the area of the same. One day’s out door work 

(2) To pass an examination in Mensuration of Areas. 

(3) To trace Elevated, Sunken, or half Sunken Batteries with tlxo 
Eectangular Magazine. 

(4) To pace distances with tolerable accuracy, and to make a 
S3ale§ of his own paces. 

Course of study for Bml Gr((de, 

He will then study Surveying with the Prismatic Cora]>ass nnd 
Chain, and the use and adjustments of Y and Dumpy Levrds ; will 
draw the Architectural Course (14 plates), will learn Mensuration of 
solids, and the use of the Plane Table, and will practise the iMeasiire- 
ment of simple heights and distances without instruments. 

Tests for 2md Grade, 

(1) To execute a Prismatic Compass and Chain Survey, correctly 
and unassisted,!! and to plot the same. One day's out door work. 


^ Seale eO to (about), 
t ((Tteatest admissible eiTor to l)e 1' in 503'.) 
i (Except by three labour men to mn*y <ie.) 

I O'" to 1 mile, showing paees—stating how many paces are equivalent to 

100 yartls, 

II (Except by four labour men.) 
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1876. (2) To run a line of levels in the above sui’ve}^ One dayV out 

door work; and to show fair practical knowledge of the adjustments 
of the Y and Dumpy levels. 

(3) To draw the architectural course of 14 plates, 

(4) To pass an examination in Mensuration of Solids. 

(5) To make a rough survey with the Plane Table.— One dav's 

out door work. a 

(6) To measure simple heights and distances rourfily, without 
tile use 01 instruments ; and to pace yards accurately. 

Course of shiclij for Srd Chcde, 

•fi study Trigonometrical Surveying, and traversiinT 

v-ith the tlieodoli^ and^earn the adjustments of that instrument ; and 
V ill also practise filling in the details of a Survey with the plane table 
or prismatic compass, ^ ^ 

He will learn to use logarithms in the calculations necessary for 
the above triangulation. 

He will make drawings and estimates from specifications 

He will practise simple contouring in the field. 

He will learn to lay off simple curves with the theodolite. 

He will learn to calculate the Area of a piece of ground by the 
liaveise Table, and to reduce Areas on paper. 

He will learn how to find the Meridian, and Variation of the Com- 
pass roughly. 

Tests for Srd Grade. 

+i +T° ^ yigonometrical survey correctly and unassisted with 

the theodolite, and to show a practical knowledge of the adjustments 
ot_ that instrument. A fair plan of the survey and a diagraufof 
tiiangulation is to be made, the roads to be traversed vuth the 
Dieodolite, and details filled in with the Plane Table or Prismatic 
Compass.- Extent of survey to be about 3 square miles. 

abov?L™'S£,. Mceasary for tho 


(3) 

(■t) 

ground. 

( 5 ) 

.(s) 


To draw a plan from specification, and to estimate the same. 
To make and contour in the field a rough plan of a piece of 


To lay off a simple curve with the theodolite. 

m To calculate the Area of a piece of ground by the Traverse 
Table, to reduce on paper an irregular Area to a mensurable form 

parsS tosSr®"’' Com- 

Text Boohs, 

The follovn'ng are the text books, &c., for reference and instruction 
in use in the Survey School, Q. 0. S. & M. si mciion, 

1. Rurki Papers No VII, on Surveying (Third Edition). 
Instruction in Military Engineering, S. M. E. Chatliani. 
Arithmetic, by Bradshaw. 

Mensuration, Survey School, Q. 0. S. & M. 

Adjustments of levels, Survey School. Q. 6. S. & M. 

Standard plates, &c. (vide accompanying list.) 

Logarithm Tables (Hutton’s.) 

_ Madras Civil Engineering College Paper N o. IX, on Estinnfino- 

These works are to be used as follows mauns,. 
For Arithmetic.— Arithmetic by Bradshaw. 
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Drawing, Printing and Golouring. — Rurkl papers on Surveyixigj le 
cii. I, and Standard Plates.* 

For 1st' Grade : — 

1st Grmh ieocihoohs itmlhooliS of refer mice. 

(1) Chain Survey. — li. P. B- ch. II, and cli. X, Prob. l.to 6. 

(2) Mensuration of Areas.~-“ Mensuration ” Q. 0. S. & M. 

(;i) Tracing Batteries. — Instruction in Military Engineering, Plate 
XXI, with Sections 1 1 to 13 ; and Plate XXVIII, with Section 19. 

.2‘nd Grade text hoolcs and boohs, &c, of reference. 

(1) Prismatic Compass Survey.— R. P. S. ch. III. 

(2) LTse and Adjustments of Levels.— R. P. S. eh. XII. pp. 183 to 

190, 192, and 195 to 205; and ‘^Adjustment of Levels,” 
Q.O.S.&M. ■ ■ 

(3) Aixdiitectural Course.— Standard plates.^ 

(4) Mensuration of Solids. — ‘‘ Mensuration” Q. 0. S. & M. 

(5) Use of Plane Table.— R. P- S. ch. VII, pp. 114 to 119. 

(6) Measurement of Heights and Distances. — R. P. S. ch. X, Prob. 

7 to 12. ; 

■ 8rd Grmle text boohs mul boohs, d'c. of reference. 

(1) Trigonometrical Survey with the theodolite. — R. P. S. ch. 

IV, andch.VL • 

(2) Logarithmic calculations of the above.— R. P. S. eh. VI, and 
Logarithm Tables (Hutton's). 

(3) Specification and estimating.— Standard Plates* &c., and 
Madras C. E. College Paj)er No. IX. 

(4) Contouring.— R. P. S. &c. 

(5) Laying off curves.— R. P. S. p. 16, and Instruction in ]Military 
Engineering, pp. 307 and 308. 

(6) Areas by Traverse Table, and reduction of Areas.— R, P. S. eln 

V, and cii. X, Prob. 13 to 20 ; and Logarithm Tables (Hutton's) 

(7) Meridian, and Variation of Compass.— R. P, S. pp* 228, 229. 

. ^Standard Plates, &c. 

I. , Standard Scales:— 

1. General Survey — 6 inches to 1 mile. 

2. Details of Survey — 12 „ „ 

3. General Plans of Buildings— feet to I inch. 

4. Working Plans of Buildings— 10 „ „ 

5. Details of Buildings — 5 ,, „ 

II. Conventional Signs ofJimgle, Roads, Canals, Paddy fields^ 
&c., &c., with Standard Tints for the same. 

III. Printing Plate giving standard sizes of 

Upright Block characters, ^ 

Slanting Block do. 

Italics 
Figures 


60 

■■ 4 if- 

60 60 

m 



W , Specipicatioxs : — 

PiiMie Bungalow ; in English and Tamil. 

Bridge of Three Arches ; in English. 

V. AncHiTECTimAii Drawings : — 

1. Brick Moulding, bench, mould, and hack. 

2. Brick Kiln as used at Head-Quarters. 

3. Biick Work, different bonds, &e. 

4. Brick Maker’s hack barrow. 

5. Traveller’s Bungalow. 

6. Open Shed. 

7. Terraced roof, Guard room. 

8. Details of Terraced Roof. 

9. Section of Terraced Roof. 

- 10. Solitary Cell. 

11. Bridge of three arches. 

12. Aqueduct. 

13. Head Sluice. 

14. Battery (for 4 guns)^ 

Chucklers.— A ‘SSecond Class” man should be able to make 
clmpples, repair and alter accoutrements neatly, and make a kit bag 
and shields for tools. 


field Work 3 .-~A man should be eligible for Second Class ” pay 
when passed by the Field Work Instructor as able to execute neatly 
and quickly all the various subjects appertaining to Field Works as 
laid down in the work of instruction in Military Engineering, and 
forming the course of annual instruction. The task is not to include 
battery tracing. Road making is to be included in the course of 
Field Work. 


Telegraphy. t 


First Class man to receive 
First Class man to send 


Words 
per minute. 
... 12 
... 16 


Flag, Lamp, and Heliostat Signalling. , 

Letters 
per minute. 

Reading and writing a message from a small flag at a 
short distance ... ... ... ... ... 15 

Reading a Cipher message from a small flag througli a 
telescope. ... ... ... " ... 16 

Reading a message from a small flag through a teleseo]'>o 20 

, ^Half sunken, 2 guns ai:id»2 howitzaias and 2 mortars. 
tXhis subject being under revision the section is incomplete. 


A “ First Class ” man should be able to make a pair of ammuni- 
tion boots from measurement in two days, to cut out and sew all 
kinds of work in leather, and make girths in gut or leather; he should 
also be able to choose leather. 


Photography. — ^A “Second Class” man to bo able to clean 
plates ready for use, to coat a plate, and take a negative, and develop 
and fix the same. 

A First Class” man, in addition to the above, to be able to 
prepare the negative and sensitizing baths, and prepare paper for 
printing, also to take any sort of negative from life, or nature, or 
from copies, and to rectify any baths that may get out of order. 
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Letters i876. 
per minute. 

Reading a message from- a small flag at a short distance 25 


Reading and writing a message from 'a Heiiostat 15 

Reading a Cipher message from a Heiiostat ... IB 

Reading a message from Heiiostat ... ... ... 20 

Reading and writing a message from a Lamp ... 15 

Reading a Cipher message from a Lamp ... ... 16 

Reading a message ftom a Lamp ... ... 20 

^Signalling legibly with a small flag ... ... ... 25 

Signalling legibly with a large flag ... ... ... 20 

Signalling legibly with a Heiiostat ... ... 20 

Signalling legibly with a Lamp ... ... ... 20 


Printing and Compo 5 ing,“~On entering the school to learn 
Printing and Composing, the Sapper shodld show that he has accpiired 
a sufficient knowledge of English. 

When lie lias attained some proficiency in his trade he will be put 
through the following tests to ascertain his fitness for promotion to 2im1 
Class of working pay : — ' 

Tests for 2iid CloM. 

(1) To tell the names of the different kinds of type used in the 
press, and the places of the letters in the type eases. 

(2) To show that he can place the type in flie chase, ink, and print, 
and clean the type when required. 

(B) To print 150 single mims in one hour, without mistake. 

(4) To show a fair knowledge of English reading and spelling. 

Tests for 1st Class. 

(1) To execute the work laid down for a 2iid Class man in a 
smart manner. 

(2) To compose an ordinary piece of work accurately, and to 
punctuate and arrange his work with uniformity. 

(3) To show’- that he is able to correct any faults in the w'^orking 

of the press, and that he can make a roller. 

(4) To print 180 single copies in one hour, without mistake. 

(5) To show that he is well acquainted with English reading, 
writing, and spelling. 

Lithography."— Before entering the school to learn Litho- 
graphy the Sapper should (as a general rule) have passed the examina- 
tion for 2nd Grade in the Survey School, and be able to show 
satisfactory specimens of his drawing and printing by hand. 

He should also shew a sufficient knowledge of English.^ 

He will be required to pass the following tests of proficiency in his 
trade before promotion to the 2nd class of working pay 

Tests for ^nd Class. 

(1) To transfer an ordinary plan or drawing from prepared paper 
to the stone, and ink and print the same. 

If properly transferred a plan should furnish 500 copies. 
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i8?6. (3) To prepare ink for use. 

(4) To print at the large press 80 copies an hour of a lar^e plan 
or form, without mistake. 

___(5) To copy the Surrey School Printing Plate by hand (on 
ordinary paper) neatly and correctly. 

Tests for 1st Class. 

0) To perforin in a superior manner the work laid dowui for a 
2nd Class men. 

(2) To prepare transfer paper, and to copy thereon any plan or 
design given him. 

(3) To show that he is able to correct any faults in the working 

oj the press. ' ^ 

(4) To strike off 40 copies an hour at the large press of well 

finished work. ^ 

(0) To print by hand in any of the usual types, in an 
unexceptionable manner. 

^ Book Binding,— The following are the tests which the Sapper 
will be required to pass before becoming entitled to 2nd Class work- 
ing pay 

Tests for 2ncl Class. 

(1) To show that he understands the use of the cutting and of 
the sewing press. 

(2) To engraizr the edges of a book, and ornament with a hot die. 

(3) To bind an octavo book (about 1" thick) in one day, in a rough 
hut npa|5 style, apd to place the pages properly in order before doin^** 
so ; binding materials haying been prepared lieforehand. 

Te^ts for 1st Class. 

(1) To execute with superior finish the work laid down fora 2nd 
Class rnap- 

(2) To make the front edges of a book concaye. 

(3) To gild and ornament a book in a plain style, and to work on 
headbands. 

(4) To bind an octavo book ("about thick) in one day, in a 
superior style, and fo correct any error in the arrangement of the 

.■ pages. ■■ ■ 

Photography, 

rate— 

1888. UnP^'^ok and set qp the camera, choose proper lens 

with reasons, take a landseap view witli dry plate, develop, print, and 

'fix it. ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ 

1st rate — 

In addition to the above, t.p have a good knowledge of copying, 
enlarging, sensitizing paper, toning prints, and retouching negatives, 
and to know the priqciples of tiho wet plqte process. 

rate^ 

Explain action of light on silver compounds, the object of develop- 
ment^ and intensification. Wet plate process, select suitable glass, 
blean it, prepare plate, and take picture or copy. Dry plate process, 
prepare and coat i plate with gelatine emulsion ; take portrait, land- 
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scape.gronp, and train j*n motion. Lenses, know varieties, and their ims. 
uses, test and bind equivalent focus. Make np developers and inteiisi- 
fiers, understand liow to deal witli Filling Fog Flatness or Density of 
Image Spots, prepare sensitized paper, print, make up toning Ijatli, tojie, 
and fix without any spots, etc., spotting and mask negative. Copy 
plans or pictures, enlarge on paper. Know something of Blue 
Ihinting process, mount prints, remove varnish from negative, provide 
substitutes for ground glass. Know table of weights and measures. 

Be able to test strength of Negative Bath, and Paper Bath, 
recover silver and gold from waste solutions, and paper cuttings. 

Lithography. 

Jst raie. 

To be able to copy an ordinary sxirvey map on transfer paper, with 
Egyptian, Roman, and Italic lettering, and stump writing. Also to 
be able to do work direct on stone or zinc ftliat is backwards), so as to 
make any correction necessary after the work is on stone. To be 
to superintend work at the x>res3. 

Clerk. 

2ncl rate. 

To have 2nd chass school certificate. 

Arithmetic — Simple problems in compound rules, TOlgar fract- 1892 . 
ions, and calculation of wages. 

Dictation — 100 separate words of ordinary English, more than 4 
mistakes to disqualify. 

Writing — To copy out in a good legible hand about 12 lines from 
C.S.O. within I an hour. 

Returns— -To know liow to fill up the following returns, Appli- 
cations for Pension and Discharge. Daily report. 

Diary — Fair knowledge of how to keep up a diary of letters 
received and despatched. 

■ 1st rate. 

Dictation — 200 words from A.R.I. Vol. II., 5 mistakes to disqualify. 

Writing — To copy out in a good legible hand, 25 lines of A.R.I. in 
I hour. 

Arithmetic— Decimal fractions, simple rule of ^ tliree, simjde 
interest, and use of exchange tables for converting English into Indian 
money, and vice versa, 

Reading— A.R.I. Vol. II., to be fluent, with fairly correctly pro- 
nunciation. 

Official letters — To draft a reply to any ordinary official letter of 
not more than 20 words, exclusive of introductory sentences etc. 

{a) From verbal instructions. 

(h) From a waitten x)recis. 

Translation — To translate into verqacqlar an ordinaiy official 
letter, or a section of A.R.I. VoL II. 

Returns— To knoAv all ordinary €omx>any returns, and be able to 
make out family certificates. 

Brickmaker, 

A Second rate ’’ Brickmaker may qualify to receive First rate ” X894, 
working x>ay when he can mould 1,500 bricks or 700 flat or }.>an- tiles in 
7i hours, materials being previously prepared. He must . also be able 
to judge the proper description of clay for making bricks and tiles, 
know how to stack bricks and burn them, and know when bricks and 
tiles are properly burnt. He must also pass as a second rate Brick- 
layer. 
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Telegraphy. 

follow^- ^ signallers was revised in August 1901 as 

For 2nd rate. 

slowly distinct and readable, and not too 

2. Signalling— Sending and receiving 12 words a minute. 

For 1st rate. 

_ 1 . Dictation— An easy passage of at least 230 words, more tlian 
8 mistakes to disqualify. Holders of a 2nd class educatio i certiSe 
are exempt. 

2. Signalling — Sending and receiving 16 words a minute. 

^ A thorough knowledge of batteries, rough testing, and office 
connections according to the detail laid down in the Telegraph School 
note book, and also of the G.T. D, Traffic Code. 

For British Nox-Commissioxed Officers oxly. 

For “JB” Sujperior rate. 

As for 1st rate, but be able to send and receive 20 words a minute. 
For Very Superior rate. 

As for “ B ” rate, but able to send and receive 24 words a minute 
in addition must have qualified as a 1st rate lineman. 

Printers. 

■■■ 2nd rate — 

To compose at the rate of 500 stamps from re-print, and 400 from 
good manuscript copy per hour, including correction of proof 
Measmre-~22 cms. Type-.Long Primer or Small Pica. 

He should compose for at least one hour, and distribute the same 
in one^lurd the time laid down for composing. Errors not to exceed 
14 111 every 1,000 letters composed. 

^ f^^lscap quarto form from re-print, and make ready for 
1st rede — 

To compose at the rate of 800 stamps from re-print, and 700 from 
manuscript copy per hour, inclqding correction of proof. Measure dis- 

1 Errors not to exceed 12 in everv 

1,000 letters composed. 

Should have some knowledge of simple jobbing work, prepare a 
job on press, and print 100 copies in one hour. 

He should also be able to name the dilferent sizes and styles of 
it toveflier^^ Eield Equipment Press to pieces and put 

To compose at the rate of 1,000 stamps from re-print, and 900 from 
manuscript copy per hour, including correction of proof. Measure, 
distnbution, and. type as before. Errors not to exceed 10 in every 1 ,000 
letters compQsed. 

Making up and imposing 16 pages. 

h. knowledge of jobbing and table work, and should 

be able to print foO copies in one hour. 
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B''" rate— . 

To compose at the rate of l^lOO 'Stamps' from re-Brint, and 1/100 
from manuscript copy per hour, including correct! on, of proof. Measure, 
distribution, and type as before. Errors not to exceed' 8 in every l/'iCiO 
letters composed.. . 

Making up and imposing 24 pages. 

Should have a good knowledge of jobbing and table work. 

A ” rate — 

To compose at the rate of 1,200 stamps from re-print, and 1,100 
from manuscript copy per hour, including correction of proof. 
Measure, distribution, and type as before. Errors not to exerted 0 in 
every 1,000 letters composed. 

Making up and imposing 32 pages. 

Should '.have a ‘‘superior”, knowledge of fobbing, table work, 
equations, display of a title page or hand bill, also composing i,ri tlie 
local vernacular character. 

Bookbinders- 

27uI rate — ' 

Thorough knowledge of sewing books, both periodicals and account. 

He must be able to make 50 service envelopes (small size) in one 
hour. 

^ He must be able to bind a (Quarto volume in half leather, or full 
calico, in one day, materials being already prepared. 

1st rate — 

In addition to above, he must be able to bind a quarto volume in 
full leather, with headbands in one day, materials being already 
prepared. 

Photographers. 

2‘iid rafe^ 

“ 2nd rate ” man should be able to take landscapes or inanimate 
obfects on dry plates by 61^), develop and priiit the same on 
RO.P., tone, and fix. 

He should be able to make up his own developer for the above. 

. ^ . 1st rate— 

A “ 1st rate ” man should be able to take photographs, as above, 
up to 12" by 10", develop the negative, and take prints from same in 
silver (P.O.P., or albiimenised paper), and be able to tone, fix, and wash 
them, preiwing his own chemicals for the processes. 

A “ C ” rate man, in addition to above, should be able to take 
photographs of interiors and groups ; ha should be able to co}>y, en- 
large, or reduce, to spot negatives, to print on Bromide paper, and to 
liioimt prints neatly. 

rate — ■ 

A B ” rate man, in addition to the above, should be able to en- 
large from suitable negatives, up to 12^ by 15", and should be able to 
superintend and give instruction in the various processes of preparing 
negatives, solutions, and in printing etc. 

“ A ” rate— 

An “ A ” rate man, in addition to the above, should be able to 
prepare a transfer of a plan or map for Litho work, and sliould know 
exactly what kind of negative is required for such w^ork, 


mi. 
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1904.' Lithographers. 

2ml mte — 

To prepare stones and zinc plates. 

To print 20 copies, half sheet foolscap, per hour, in black, from 
stone, keeping the work clean. 

To print and finish blue prints. 

To take the Field Equipment press to pieces, and fix it up again. 

Isi rate — 

To make a fair tracing of a plan on tracing transfer paper. 

To prepare paper for blue prints, and print and finish blue prints 
from the same. 

To print 25 copies per hour, in black, half sheet foolscap size. 

To be able to transfer ordinary transfers to stone or zinc, and to 
prepare the same for printing. 

To be able to prepare gall, gum, and other solutions required for 
Kinc and stone work. 

To be able to make a good tracing of a plan, or simple map, on 
transfer paper. 

To print 30 copies foolscap size, per hour, in black, and 15 copies 
in colour, from stone, and 15 copies per hour from zinc. 

mte— 

In oxldition to doing the above in “superior’^ style, to print 35 
copies foolscap size, per hour, from stone. 

To be able to make corrections after the work is on the stone. 

To he able to superimpose accurately work in three colours. 

To prepare gelatinized paper and make a transfer by mean of a 
photo negative, and transfer the same to zinc or stone. 

In addition to doing the above in very superior ” style, to be able 
to im part instruction in all the above enumerated processes. 

Telegraphists Operators.’*— 

^•)id rate— 

1. Sending and receiving (Morse key and sounder) at the rate of 
12 word per minute. 

(Tests messages to consist of groups of letters, 95 per cent, to 
he read correctly). 

2. Sending and receiving with lamp, flag, or semaphore, at the 
rate of 6 words per minute, 

8. Making up and maintaining batteries of Minotto and Field 
Service Leclanche cells. 

4:. Fair knowledge of office connections. 

5. Fair knowledge of jointing wire and cable. 

6. Fair knowledge of the test and correction of faults. 

7* Writing and spelling — To write an easy passage of 100 words 
•with less than 5 mistake. 

1st rate — 

1 . As for 2nd rate, but at the rate of 18 words per minute. 

2. As for 2iiLd rate, but at the rate of 8 words per minute. 
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2 J 1904. 

’ > As for 2nd rate, but thorough knowledge required. 

J ) 

7. Writing and spelling — To write an easy passage of 200 words 
with less than 5 mistakes. 

1. In addition to above, to send and receive at the rate of 
22 words per minute. 

2. To send and receive at the rate of . 12 words per minute on 

closed circuit. ^ , ' : . . . ^ 

3. To erect and maintain telephone connections. 

Telegraphists—^ Linemen.” 

2nd rats — 

1. Making up and cleaning Minotto and Field Service Leclanclie 
batteries. 

2. Jointing Britannia and twist joints. 

3. Jointing covered cables. 

4. Binding to insulators A 

5. Fitting posts, sockets, and sole plates. ( . With light and heavy 

6. Making stays, fitting brackets etc. f aerial line. 

7. Straining wire. J 

Names and use of all tools. 

Isi rate — ■ ■ 

In addition to the above 

1. ■ Erecting posts/ running wires, transferring wires, terminating , 
at end of line, and for rail crossings. Cutting in and levelling wires. 

2. Tests for faults roughly (Lineman’s tests), making good 
faults, and generally keeping a line in good working order. 

3. Eunning out and taking in covered cable, 

■■ 

1. Taking charge of a linemen working party. 

2. Marking out a line in an easy country. 

3. Tax)ping wires, changing the alignment of a line. 

4. Erecting and maintaining a telephone instaUatioB. 

Clerks. 

" 2)id mte^ 

To copy a letter in English or Vernacular, quickly and correctly. 

To do any copying correctij. 

To keep the ^‘necessaiies” or similar account. 

To understand the registering of letters, and how to keep the post- 
age account. To have a 3rd Class School Certificate, 

1st mU— . 

To be able to keep the accounts of a company of Sappers 
and Joiners correctly. 

To know how to keep the Regimental Equipment Ledger, and 
make out correctly all necessary vouchers connected with this ledger. 

To understand the ammunition account. 

To be able to keep up a letter book properly, and to enter a concise 
precis of a letter. To have a 2nd Class School Certificate. 
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Surveyors. 

2nclrate — 

able ® knowledge of scales and be 


Ist rate — 

■nut should be able to e?;ecute a plane table sketch and 

to execute a chain survey and plot the same on a 
neSly ^ ^ reduce, enlarge, and copy plans 


“C”mte- 

in'nn 1 ^ 1 ™nn, in addition to the above, should be able to run a 
ne of levels, and adjust a i or Dumpy level; he should be able to 
make a prismatic compass sketch. 


on.. ^ man, in addition to the above, should know men su- 

Siiratlon of areas, and be a superior draiiglisman. 

A ” raid — 

addition to the above, should be able to 
aaji,gt a Iheodohte, and make smijile triangulation surveys therewith. 

bricklayers and .'Masons. 

2mI rate — 

. ^ ^™klayer should be able to lay in 7| hours, in fair work, 250 
bricks; to turn common arches; to understand bonding; to point 
with weather orflat joint, to pave with brick on edge or flat : to mix 
mortar ; to build dry stone retaining walls. 

A Sfason should have some knowledge of the above, and should be 
a lie to^bmld uncoursed rubble walling; to hammer dress quoins : to 
understand bonding, and to mix mortar. 


Istmte— 

r 1 cubic yard brick 

work; lay out _ and turn any circular arch ; mix his own mortar: 
build uncoursed rubble walling fairly. 

A Mason should be able lay bricks as for 2nd rate bricklayer. 

lo budd in coursed and random rubble. 

«itone rubble in 8 hours, preparing his own 

To lay stone flooring. 

“0” mte — • 

hoiir^ should be able to lay 1 J cubic yards brick work in 71- 

Break out one wall from another. 

Execute flat arch wwk over doors and windows, laying out liis 
own work and rubbing his own bricks. 

Lay brick floors. 

Lay tiles. 

Plaster. 

Point in cement. 

Make concrete. 

A Alason should be able to build in rubble and ashlar, and must 
be a 2nd rate Bricklayer. 

Make concrete. 

Cut and dress, yuoins. 


B*’ rate--- 

A Bricklayer should be able to set out a-smali building from a. plan 
after receiving detailed in struct ions, and supervise erection of the same.. 
To supervise steining a well. 

Execute all C ” rate tests in a superior manner. 

To liave a fair knowledge of how masonsVwork is executed. 

A Mason should be able to lay out a small building from a plan, 
after receiving detailed instructions, and supervise erection of the same. 
Lay out and cut stones for any arch. 

Lay out and cut plain cap for column. 

Build in rubble and ashlar in a superior manner. 

Build any arch in stone. 

Make and build in concrete. . 

Have a fair knowledge of how bricklayers’ work is executed. 

“A ” rate — 

A Bricklayer should be able to : — 

Cut and set a gothic arch. 

Cot and set an elliptical ainlu 
Build a skew culvert. 

Cut and set a skew quoin. ■ 

Read a drawing.^ 

Impart instruction to others. 

Supervise excavation and steining a well. 

Supervise masons. ■ 

A Mason should be able to cut and dress moulded cap for column ; 
work a moulded corbel. 

Build in rubble and ashlar in a very superior manner. 

Set out work for stone cutters. 

Impart instruction to others. 

Supervise bricklayers. 

Stone Cutters. 

^ 7 id rate — 

Should he able to rough dress 5 superficial feet of hard stone ( 
grafiite) in 7| hours, tiie work to be executed with tools pointed by 
liimself. He should ho able to square a stone with fair accuracy. 

1st mie — ■■■ 

To dress rouglily 5 superficial fe(d of hard stone (e.g, granite) in o 
hours, and bore 2 feet of hard stone {e,g, granite) with J!/ jumper and 
one assistant, in 6 hours. 

He must be able to mark out Jus own work. 

Brick and Tilemakcr5. 

rate — 

Shoxild be able to : — 

Mould 600 bricks in 7| hours. 

Mould tiles of the local type at a fair rate of speed. All materials 
having been previously prepared. 

1st rate — 

Should be able to : — 

Mould 1,000 bricks in 7| hours. 

Mould tiles of local type at a superior rate of speed. All materials 
having been prepared. 

To judge the proper description of clay for making bricks and tiles. 
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1904. Stack bricks in a kiln. 

Burn bricks in a kiln. 

“O'’ rate— 

A firat rate man may be advanced to “ C " rate if able to snr.crin- 
tend ioadiDg and firijig of kilns, and able to qualify as second nlc 
bricklayer. - icut 

Smiths and Fitters. 

2nd rate — 

4. 1 English names, and use of tools ; tan and screw 

to thread, read, and understand the divisions of the rule in Emdisli 
nia.ke nails, bolts, and tongs. ^ 

Must understand welding and simple forging, and the use of fuller 
flatter, and swage. '■nuuei, 

1st rate — 

Must understand simple forging such as cart washers, trowels 
liainmeis, axes, pickaxes, hinges, fullers, flatters, and swages. ^ 

steeling tools, rejiair of jumpers, tempering stone cutters’ chisels 
to tap and screw down to C, forging and welding mild steel laviiu^ 
corrugated iron roofing under supenison, jointing cast iron and galva- 
nised wrought iron water pipes. 

“C”rate— 

I'oi’gP! fif, 3nd finish a hand vice, and a chain swii'cl ; understand 
diflerence in forging and welding iron, and cast and mild rieel 
tempering, rivetting. " ’ 

“B”rate- 

Forge, fit, and finish a MacMahon spanner, make a pair of snrino-s 
for pontoon wagon with scroll irons, etc., complete, make a simnle 
iron or steel roof truss, tyre a wheel. “ 

’yirn simple biishes, brasses, and pips, and axletree arms. 

i 0 read a drawing, and set out and supervise work for others. 

“A” rate— 

Eepair stocks and dies, '‘iVhitworth’s”; forge a ringbolt out of 
round iron ; forge, fit, and finish a ratchet brace ; iron work of all euuin- 
ment of Corps manufacture. ^ ^ 

Make a rim lock. 

Execute screw cutting, turning metal naves and bushes for pontoon 
wagons on lathe. '.'..•■uuu 

Copy a working drawung on tracing paper or cloth. 

Tinsmith and Moulders. 

Bnd rate— 

A second rate Tinsmith should be able to make canisters com- 
rnon tin watering pots, and lanterns, and know how to soldeil He 
should be able under supervision to joint cast and wrought iron water 
pipes. 

A second rate Moulder should he able to mould small articles fairly 
to mix moulders’ sand, should understand the uses of moulders’ tools 
and be able to file up castings roughly, joint cast iron and wrouarht iron 
water pipes. 

1st rate— 

_ A Tinsmith should be able to execute work of any description in 
tin or zinc, and be able to solder and rivet copper and brass, to execute 
wire work. 
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.To lay corrugated iron roofing. 

To joint cast and wrought iron water pipes. ■ ' 

]\roulder sJ'ioiild be able to mould brass rings and buckles for re- 
ginumtal liarness, or Ijelts, or any other small casting such as zincs for 
batteries, ]M>iitoori pings, or fittings, etc. To liave a fair knowledge of 
the diliererit nn^tais and alloys. To be able to file up eastings fiirly 
iveil and square. 

Joint cast iron and wrought iron water pipes. 

”0’’ raie— 

'To understand brazing. 

In addition to being a 1st rate tinsmith, to be able to do psiiiiple 
niiimldirig and' casting. 

or . 

Ill axlditioii to being a 1st rate moulder,' to be able to ■ qualify as 
2lid .rate tinsmith. 

Mould and east metal naves for pontoon wagons. 

Direct tlie making of pat terns for moulding, allowing for slirin koge. 

Tiirn up his work on the lathe. 

Head a drawinir. 

In addition to rate qualifications, niust be ablt‘ to eojw 

simple ivorking drawixtgs, and be able to sii|>ervise work, and imjh'irt 
.instriiction 'to others.. ' ' ■ ■ 

Engine Drivers. 

£nd rate— 

To fully understand the working and managermuit of a boiLu, the 
separate use of the gauge glass cocks, safety valves, Mow oil cocks, 
scum cocks, feeding arrangements, and other hoilca- fittings. 

To understand wdiat to do in event of wahu Inking too high or too 
low% or pressure rising above the maximum allcnvial, or t he f<‘ed jmmps, 
injectors, or inspirators failing, and also the danger of tampering with 
safety valves. He should understand firing. 

1st rate— 

To fully understand all tlie al>ove as laid dowm for 2n<l rate. 

To fully understand the ■working and management of boilers, and. 
the separate use of saftdy valves and of gauge glass cocks, Mow ofi‘ 
cocks, scum cocks, feeding arrangements, and other ayqJiances. 

He should be aMe to siiow what ought to be done in cas«* of thf‘ 
break down of any portion of the machinery. 

■ “ rate— 

In addition to abo%m for 1st rate, he must be a1)!e to execute 
simple repairs, to turn iij) brasses and bushes on the lathe. 

rate- 

lie must be able to read a drawing, be able to use the sere-w cutting 
lathe, and supervise making of patterns of castings for lirasses, unions, 
etc., for re 3 >airs. ■' ■ 

He sliould be able to make rough drawings, explaining any portion 
of a simple boiler and engine. 

Carpenters. 

2ml rate — 

To saw, adze, and plane to 1/1 S'", make common batten doors, helve 
and handle tools used by the Cor|>s, and to mortise and tenon roiigtdy. 

He should be able to sharpen tools on oil stone, and keep his tools 
in order. 
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^^64. 1st rate-^ 

Execute roofing, doors, and windows of class used in native finec 
also a common table without drawers, or a dovetailed Lx Jvith W 
lid, or “ chests, stoclp and dies,” or “ cases and frames, coLposit ” ^ 
^Uiidei supeiMsion, he should be able to pei’form all work*^l'iid 
down for ‘ C rate, if set out for him, and turn a plain c}dinder 

„ -,^^ake kajawahs wheelbarrows, outhouse doors and frames, as ner 
M W Handbook, 1902, Plate LVIL, or step ladder, or common table 
with two drawers and four turned legs. 

iUso to be able to set out and erect a simple roof, such as a follsr 
tie. Kepair spokes and felloes in a wheel. “ 

“ i? rate — » 

Set out and execute the wood work shown in M. W Handbonk 
wSformtheT*''*''* ^nd do turning, supeiwise and set out 

_Be_able to make ladders, cupboards, chests of drawers writinrr 
tables, book cases, ofece chairs, all kinds of equipment of local nui^ 

chase or Corps manufacture, and make a wheel.^ ^ ai pui- 

sawyem.''^'^^ drawings of work. Be able to set out a log for 

“A” rate— 

Same as “B” rate, but in addition must be able to copy on 

tracing clotli, and instruct the lower ratings, 1 . n 

Coopers. 

2nd rate — 

to mlL^SffSsLLtr *'^'^'’ 

1st rate — 

To make all kinds of casks and buckets, and new hoops - also to 
put a new spoke or felloe m a wheel. ^ 

He must also he able to paint with prepai-ed paint, to prepare and 
use tar, and caulk boats, etc. r j f tiJum ana 

Sawyers 

Slid rate— 

sawyers to out in a day with the pit saw 35 
superficial feet of jungle wood, or 45 superficial feet of teak wood 
(mean girth of log being not less than 5 feet). 

are ^-oi’king, to be able to do § the above 
rates, oi if -vvoiking with tlie frame saw with a set of two men to be 

soft wLd^ ^ superficial feet of hard or 20 superficial feet of 

to aSrSghUiJL'^ sharpen and set his saw, and gullet down 

1st rate — 

a ■ ,'^/®toft.kree sawyers to cut in one day with the pit saw, 45 super- 
ficial feet of jungle wood, or 55 superficial feet of teak wood (mean 
girth of log not less than 5'). 

A set of only 2 men to do f the above rates, or if working with the 
frame saw with 2 men, to he able to cut 18 superficial feet of hard 
wood, or 30 superficial feet of soft wood in one day. 

To be able to line out work in any sort of timber, be able to cut 
planks ot any thickness, and be able to use the cross cut, rip, and hand 
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C" rate—:' 

To be a first, rate sawyer, and to be able to use eitiier tlie band or 
tiie circular saw. 

To be a first rate sawyer, and to know how to use both the band 
and circular saws, arid also to' lie abledo rea.d a drawing.. 

Basket Maker. 

2mI rate — 

He should make four bamboo or six rattan baskets: in eight lioiirs. 
Make common bamboo tatties, and put a seat to a chair. 

' ' 1st rate — 

He should make six bamboo or eight rattan bakers in eiglife 
hours., He.sliould be able to make Kliask.li.as tat.tirss, and do all Idilds 
of cane work. 

Painters. 

' 27(d r^de — 

To prepare paint for use from tire powder, and know liow to lay rni 
plain coats neatly, and without uudue waste. Tliinniiig for use of 
licpiid prepared paints. 

He should also lie able to prepare carpenters’ linisiied worlc f<>r the 
purpose of either varnishing or painting, and to neatly and c]c*aiiiy 
remove old varnish or paint. 

To do plain lettering or glazing under supervision. 

1st rate— 

In addition to the 2nd rate test he should be able to letter neatly 
and proportionately, also pick out lines and borders, and be able to 
make putty, and glaze a sash. 

■: Saddlers.' V'-,- o' , 

■ ■ ' . 2iid rate- 

lie should know how to use the English awl and stitch, and should be 
able to repair equipment bags, cases for drags, scrapers, etc., and al,>o 
to be able to half sole and repair boots. 

1st rate- 

lie should be able to select and cut out leather for, also make and 
repair ail leather articles of Kegiinental Equipment. il«^ slnuiid liave 
a fair knowledge of boot making. 

0”' rate— - -. 

As for 1st rate, but should lia\m “ Haperior ” knowledge. 

Tailors. 

' . ' 271(1 rats-— . ^ 

To be able to put together a khaki coat and knickerbockers, the 
material being cut out. 

Tobe able to stitch buttonholes fairly, and to mend and patdi 
neatly. 

To have a good knowdedge of the sewing maclime, 

Isi mU— ' 

To bo able to cut out, sew together, and complete an ordinary 
khaki suit, and to make Imttonholes quickly and neatly. 

To be able to use tlie sewing inachine thoroughly well. 

A man must possess a 3rd class certificate of education before ho 
can ])e promoted to “ B '' rate in his trade, and a 2nd class certificate 
]>efore iwomotion to A” rate. 
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